
By Michael Darling, leDger contriButing Writer

When the Los Angeles Rams take the field September 10th to kick off their 
second season back in the City of Angels, fans will be cheering all over town. 

However, the loudest roars will be coming from Tom Bergin’s on Fairfax 
Avenue. The landmark Irish pub has a storied history with the Rams and when 
the Bergins faithful cheer a Todd Gurley touchdown, they’ll be sitting under-
neath the authentic 1951 Los Angeles Rams’ championship banner. 

When the Rams football team moved to Los Angeles from Cleveland in 
1946, they became the city’s first top-level professional sports team. Thus, 
when the team won the NFL championship game on December 23, 1951, it 
was the city’s first major pro sports title. 
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A team hangout since their first stint in Los Angeles, 
Fairfax bar Tom Bergin’s still has a piece of original Rams history.

STREET LEVEL 
Should the LAPD use 
drones?
Page 3

COMMUNITY 
Concrete street repairs on 
time & under budget,
Page 6

ECONOMY Gas prices 
to spike post Hurricane 
Harvey and then resume 
downward trend, Page 9

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Stand-up comedy by a 
robot?
Page 11

Number of Championships 
L.A. Teams:

Lakers: 11 
(bASkETbALL)
Dodgers: 5 
(bASEbALL)
Galaxy: 5 

(SOCCER)
Sparks: 3 

(WOMEN’S bASkETbALL)
kings: 2 
(HOCkEY)

Angels: 1
(bASEbALL)
Ducks: 1 
(HOCkEY)
Rams: 1 

(fOOTbALL)

Inset: Rams players, including Hall of Famer Tom Fears and Heisman Trophy winner Glenn 
Davis, are shown playing for the Tom Bergin’s softball team in this vintage magazine article 
on display at the pub. 

bergins’
    boys 
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HPHA est. 1948 Annual Meeting, Sidewalks 
and Your Parkway Trees 

The Association’s annual meeting with be October 24th 
from 7-9 PM at 3rd Street Elementary School.  If you’re 
a dues paying member you’ll be receiving a ballot for the 
election of the Board of Directors.  Put the date on your 
calendar and plan to attend!  There will be speakers from the 
City, LAPD, Councilman’s Office and other neighborhood 
representatives – make your concerns heard!
 
As part of the Sidewalks LA Repair Program and to bring 
our sidewalks into compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) the city is evaluating our parkway 
trees. The City is not engaged in wholesale tree removal 
without review or input.   If a tree is determined to be 
dead or dying (with no prospect of recovery), or if the 
tree is tearing up the sidewalk such that the sidewalk 
isn’t accessible and there is no safe way to trim the tree’s 
roots, the city will initiate the process for removing the 
tree.  As part of this process the tree is evaluated by a 
city arborist, the Department of Historic Resources and 
the HPOZ Board review the analysis, the Council Office 
consults with the Association and the Association has our 
arborist do a second evaluation.  This is to ensure that 
every possible effort will be taken to save the tree.  If a 
tree must be removed it will be replaced. 
 

If you do know of a dangerous sidewalk and want an 
immediate repair or if you’re disabled and there is a 
broken sidewalk call 311 or file a request at the Safe 
Sidewalks LA website - http://sidewalks.lacity.org/

So, if you plan to change your landscaping or make 
changes to the exterior of your house please contact our 
City Planner, Kimberly Henry (kimberly.henry@lacity.org) 
to make sure your plans comply with our Preservation 
Plan.  The HPOZ Preservation Plan, which regulates 
our HPOZ can be found at http://www.preservation.
lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park   There is also an online 
form you can fill out to help speed up the process (http://
preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.checklist) 
 
Unfortunately, crime continues to be a problem so be sure 
and lock your car, secure your house and .  If you are the 
unfortunate victim of a crime, be sure and file a police 
report by contacting Officer Dave Cordova.  Call his cell 
phone, 213-793-0650 or send him an email, 31646@
lapd.lacity.org with all the information, including your 
name and telephone number.   Report graffiti sightings by 
calling 311 or at the City’s Anti-Graffiti Request System 
- http://anti-graffiti.lacity.org/welcome and by calling 
Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180. 
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September Community Meetings
Greater Wilshire 

Neighborhood Council

Sustainability Committee
September 12th at 6:30 p.m.

Los Angeles Tennis Club
5851 Clinton St.

Governing Board
September 13th at 7 p.m.

Ebell of Los Angeles, Dining 
Room

743 S Lucerne Blvd.

Land Use Committee
September 26th at 6:30 p.m.
Wilshire Methodist Church, 

Assembly Room
4350 Wilshire Blvd.

Mid City West 
Community Council

Board of Directors
September 12th at 6:30 p.m.
National Council of Jewish 

Women
543 N Fairfax Ave.

Planning and Land Use 
Committee

September 19th at 6:30 p.m.
National Council of Jewish 

Women
543 N Fairfax Ave.

Olympic Park 
Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
September 5th at 7 p.m.

Union
4067 W. Pico Blvd.

Outreach Committee
September 7th at 7 p.m.

Wilshire West 
Community Room
4861 Venice Blvd.

Planning and Land Use 
Committee

Union
September 18th at 7:30 p.m.

4067 W Pico Blvd.

[LETTER FROm THE PUBLISHER]

         We have given it 
a very good go since January 
2015, when we first started 
publishing, but as you can see 
from the thinness of the paper 
you are holding, we have failed 
to attract the amount of adver-
tisers we need to succeed. 

Unless something chang-
es dramatically and very 
quickly, this will be the last 
print edition of the Larch-
mont Ledger. 

As publisher, I will be 
getting in touch with our 
current advertisers, who have 
steadfastly supported us from 
the beginning, to discuss next 
steps. One option is for the 
paper to publish online only, 
which is far less costly. 

Potentially shutting this 
newspaper down is a hard 
decision as my own prospects 
of publishing a newspaper 
for this area have been in the 
works now for decades. As 
some know, I was the heir 
apparent to take over at the 

Larchmont Chronicle, as per 
Jane Gilman back in the late 
1990s and early 2000s. 

But two attempts to 
purchase the Chronicle from 
Gilman failed, so I eventu-
ally decided to start my own 
publication in the area, in 
part because there were many 
synergies with my successful 
Los Feliz Ledger publication, 
including editorial (Los Ange-
les City Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge and now David Ryu) 
as well as advertisers. 

Early on, I learned some 
of the Larchmont Ledger’s 
potential and existing adver-
tisers were reticent to show 
support to me—even though 
they loved the paper’s fresh 
approach—fearing commu-
nity backlash directed by 
Gilman. 

Even my own realtor— 
Loveland/Carr—who had 
handled two high commis-
sion real estate transactions 
for me, cancelled their adver-

tising contract fearing com-
munity backlash. 

That, along with with 
hard-hitting editorial regard-
ing former Councilmember 
LaBonge and issues at Marl-
borough School, did us in 
very early on. 

 Also, I did not support 
another community favorite, 
Carolyn Ramsay, in her ef-
fort to replace her former boss, 
LaBonge, as the area’s coun-
cilmember. I only endorsed 
other candidates (Sheila Irani 
and then David Ryu) after 
diligently attending nearly all 
the debates for the council seat 
and personally sitting down 
with each of the candidates at 
least once, often twice, leading 
up to election day.

I have no regrets about 
our news coverage and the 
stories we pursued. I was 
tipped off (or knew first hand 
of issues) regarding the above 
mentioned community insti-

See LETTER, pg 8 >



PAGE 3SEPTEMBER 2017 www.LarchmontLedgerLA.com

[STREET LEVEL]

Should the LAPD Use Drones?
By michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

The Los Angeles Police Dept. (LAPD) recently proposed 
the use of small drones for use in incidents like hostage situa-
tions, bomb scares and active shootings. The police have said 
they would get a search warrant when drones are necessary. Civ-
il liberties advocates have raised concerns about possible privacy 
violations. How do you feel about the potential use of drones by 
the LAPD? 

“I wasn’t aware 
of the propos-
al, but if it’s 
just for sur-
veillance of 
suspects, that’s 

okay.” –Melanie N., outside 
Landis’ Gifts and Station-
ary on Larchmont Boule-
vard. 

“If you can’t 
beat ‘em, join 
‘em. The pub-
lic has them, 
so the cops 
need to defend 

themselves.” – Mark B., out-
side Landis’ Labyrinth on 
Larchmont Boulevard.

“It’s initially a 
little unset-
tling, but I feel 
okay because 
they’ll need a 
warrant to use 

the drones. It’d be like the he-
licopters.” – Charlotte M., 

outside Landis’ Gifts and 
Stationary on Larchmont 
Boulevard.

“It’s a kind of 
complex situa-
tion, if there’s 
a crisis and 
drones would 
be the quickest 

way to save lives, it’s OK. But 
if it’s anything to impose on 
private citizens, that’s wrong.” 
–Prince B., outside Larch-
mont Barber Shop on 
Larchmont Boulevard.

“If they used 
drones, [may-
be they would 
not use] heli-
c o p t e r s ? 
They’re so loud 

and super disturbing, plus he-
licopters can’t see as much as 
drones.” – Mel Y., outside 
Larchmont Barber Shop on 
Larchmont Boulevard.

How Has Ryu been Spending
His “Slush fund” Money?
By Allison B. Cohen

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember David Ryu spent 
approximately $860,000 of 
his discretionary funds in 
fiscal year 2016-2017, ac-
cording to an analysis of 
public records by the Ledger. 

Ryu spent just under 
$730,000 of his discretion-
ary funds on his own, while 
another $130,000 was rec-
ommended for funding by 
his so-called “Discretionary 
Funds Task Force,” a nine-
member, hand-selected com-
mittee of community mem-
bers created by Ryu after his 
election in 2015 to help pri-
oritize discretionary spending 
and to ensure oversight and 
transparency. 

Each of the city’s 15 
councilmembers receives 
about $1.5 million annually 
from a handful of revenue 
streams that can be spent at 
their discretion, therefore 
known as discretionary funds 
but often colloquially referred 
to as “slush funds.” 

These funds come from, 
for example, the city’s “Street 
Furniture Fund,” income the 
city receives from ads placed 
on transit shelters and bus 
benches and from AB1290, 

property taxes paid by home-
owners to help curb blight. 
The funds are earmarked, 
generally, for infrastructure 

improvements and other 
community services. 

Ryu created a committee 
to make recommendations 
for such spending after it was 
revealed his predecessor, Tom 
LaBonge, had used $1.6 mil-
lion in discretionary funds 
from 2006 to 2015 to increase 
his payroll.

During the campaign to 
replace LaBonge, who left 
office due to term-limits, 
Ryu campaigned, in part, 
on a promise of transparen-
cy regarding discretionary 
spending. 

When the discretion-
ary task force was formed, it 
was believed it would review 
and make recommendations 
for all of Ryu’s discretionary 
spending. 

But as previously report-
ed, because the committee 
only meets six times a year, 
Ryu makes his own decisions 
on spending discretionary 
funds in between the com-
mittee’s meeting dates. 

Of Ryu’s own spending 
last year, traffic and police 
enforcement to manage a 
growing influx of tourists and 
hikers seeking to get near the 
Hollywood Sign had a high 
price tag at $95,000.

Other large discretion-
ary expenditures by Ryu were 
$200,000 for street mainte-
nance and curb and sidewalk 
improvements throughout 

the council district; $100,000 
for a traffic study around 
Griffith Park; nearly $80,000 
for traffic management for 

several locations on Ventura 
Boulevard; $70,000 to in-
stall guardrails at Lake Hol-
lywood Park and $55,000 for 
tree trimming in Windsor 
Square and Sherman Oaks. 

Ryu’s Discretionary Task 
Force approved all but three 
requests for funds during 
fiscal year 2016-2017, deny-
ing a request of $80,000 to 
assist the Los Angeles Police 
Vice Patrol to combat prosti-
tution on Western Avenue; a 
$10,000 request for training 
for the Streetlights Produc-
tion Assistant Program, to 
help create careers for socially 
disadvantaged young adults 
in the entertainment indus-
try; and $5,000 from the since 
defunct East Hollywood Visi-
tor’s Assoc. for start-up costs 
to attract tourism to the com-
munities of Los Feliz, Silver 
Lake and East Hollywood. 

The committee did ap-
prove 15 other requests, 
including $25,000 for the 
Friends of the Griffith Ob-
servatory to help fund its 
school field trip program 
and $40,000 for construc-
tion and maintenance of two 
medians on Highland Av-
enue — which falls in both 
CD4 and Council District 13 
— contingent on the receipt 
of matching funds from Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
Mitch O’Farrell who oversees 
Council District 13. 
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Metro Daycation: North Hollywood
By Juliet Bennett Rylah, Ledger Contributing Writer

Welcome to Metro Day-
cation, our series exploring 
Los Angeles’s Metro sys-
tem, presenting a host of 

entertainment and cultural 
opportunities, all located 
within one mile of a Metro 
stop. This month, we explore 
North Hollywood. 

Though one of several 
neighborhoods to contain 
the name “Hollywood,” 
North Hollywood is the only 

one of them in the San Fer-
nando Valley. 

According to Los Ange-
les historian Nathan Mas-

ters, the community was 
once known as Lankershim, 
but adopted its new name 
in 1927 to capitalize on the 
glamour of the film industry 
blossoming further south. 

North Hollywood’s Met-
ro station opened in 2000, 
completing the Red Line (for 

now) and connecting NoHo 
to Hollywood, Los Feliz and 
Downtown L.A. 

It’s near the North Hol-
lywood Metro station that 
you’ll find a fun and walk-
able Arts District, full of 
shops, restaurants, bars, the-
aters and other unique out-
posts to explore.

GET THERE: Hop on the 
Metro Red Line and take it 
all the way north to its final 
destination, the North Hol-
lywood station. 

BREAKFAST

Groundwork Coffee
11275 Chandler Blvd.
(818) 423-2626
groundworkcoffee.com

Just steps away from the Metro 
station is Groundwork Coffee, 
housed inside the old Lankershim 

Train Depot. According to the 
Los Angeles Conservancy, 
the station was built in the 
1890s, making it one of the 
only 19th century landmarks 
in the Valley. The station 
was transformed in early 
2017 into beautiful coffee 
shop that boasts a spacious, 
dog-friendly outdoor patio. In 
addition to a host of coffee, 
tea, and espresso beverages, they 
also offer a breakfast and lunch 

menu with favorites like avocado 
toast, breakfast burritos, salads 
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and sandwiches. 

Coffee for breakfast
11482 Burbank Blvd.
(818) 308-6516

This cozy, family-owned cafe has 
only a handful of seats, but serves 
up hearty portions of incredible 
Venezuelan cuisine. You can get a 
traditional Venezuelan breakfast 
here, with eggs, black beans, 
cheese, meat and arepas. Other 
menu items include omelettes, 
sandwiches, French toast, coffee 
drinks and desserts. 

ARTS & CULTURE

Television Academy 
5220 Lankershim Blvd. 
(818) 754-2800

You don’t have to be a member 
to wander around the Television 
Academy campus, where you’ll 
find numerous busts and statues 
honoring the titans of TV, 
including Andy Griffith, Oprah 
Winfrey, Angela Lansbury and 
other notables. 

TeaPop
5050 Vineland Ave. 
(818) 927-0330
teapopla.com

TeaPop is both a tea shop and an 
art gallery. They serve a variety 
of organic and imported teas, 
plus coffee, lemonade, and soda. 
While you enjoy your drink, you 

can browse the rotating selection 
of local art that hangs around the 
space. 

Gallery 800
5108 Lankershim Blvd. 
(818) 763-8052
gallery800.com

Gallery 800 is the gallery space 
for the Art Directors Guild 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees 800. The space 
features a rotating collection 
of unique art exhibits from TV 
and film professionals. Exhibits 

change frequently throughout the 
year, so check online to see what’s 
showing now or when their next 
reception will be held. 

LUNCH

Urban Skillet
5060 Lankershim Blvd. 
(818) 579-4000
theurbanskillet.com

Urban Skillet serves Asian fusion 
food that’s also 100% Halal, 
meaning permissible under 
traditional Islamic law. Choose 
among flavorful entrees like a 
kimchee burger, a pulled BBQ 
jackfruit sandwich, a Korean BBQ 
cheesesteak, or a burrito made 
with kimchee fried rice. 

Vicious Dogs
5231 Lankershim Blvd. 
(818) 985-3647
viciousdogshotdogs.com

Between Dog Haus and Vicious 
Dogs, North Hollywood’s hot 
dog game is strong. Unlike the 
former, Vicious Dogs only has 
this one location. Customers can 
choose from several types of dogs 
(including veggie), which come 
served in a variety of styles. Want 
a bacon-wrapped dog topped 
with mozzarella cheese and a 
chicken tender, or perhaps a dog 
smothered in peanut butter and 
jelly? No problem. They’ve got 
about 40 ways to garnish a hot 
dog, plus sides like fries, wings, 

cole slaw and 
jalapeño poppers. 

CREAM
11135 W Magnolia 
Blvd. 
(818) 993-1759
creamnation.com

You’re the master 
of your destiny and 
can have dessert 
for lunch if you 
like. CREAM stands 
for Cookies Rule 

Everything Around Me, and their 
specialty is the ice cream cookie 
sandwich — though you can 
also use waffle cone taco shells, 
waffles, or brownies as a vessel 
for ice cream, too. 

SHOPPING

blastoff Comics
5118 Lankershim Blvd. 
(818) 980-2665
blastoffcomics.com

Blastoff Comics is a friendly 
neighborhood comic book shop. 

They offer an exciting selection 
of rare and vintage comics, 
while also maintaining a sizable 
collection of new works, novels 
and art. Co-founders Scott Tipton 
and Jud Meyers are extremely 
knowledgeable about their wares, 
and explore pop culture via their 
podcast, Blastoff Podcast. 

Eddie brandt’s Saturday 
Matinee
5006 Vineland Ave. 
(818) 506-4242
ebsmvideo.com

The name is a bit misleading: 
this is not a matinee theater. It 
is, however, a video store with 
a truly impressive collection 
of classic and rare VHS tapes, 
DVDs, posters, and photographs. 
It’s been open since 1969, and, 
according to staff, boasts some 
high-profile regulars, including 
filmmaker Paul Thomas Anderson 
and Los Angeles treasure 
Angelyne. If you find a VHS you 
like but don’t happen to have a 
VHS player, they can copy the film 
to DVD for you. 

kathy’s E Antique boutique
11054 Magnolia Blvd. 
(818) 505-0035

Find vintage men’s and women’s 
fashions and accessories at this 
long-standing boutique. Though 
they haven’t always been in this 
particular location, they have been 
outfitting their loyal regulars in 
stunning retro style since the late 
1980s. 

DINNER

The fat Dog
11050 W Magnolia Blvd. 
(818) 985-3644
thefatdogla.com

Ample portions, craft cocktails, 
and a beautiful, dog-friendly patio 
make The Fat Dog a perfect way 
to cap your NoHo exploration. The 
Short-Rib French Dip is essentially 
two sandwiches, topped with 
melty Gruyere and caramelized 
onions, while their take on potato 
skins includes crispy pork belly 
and pepper jack cheese. Lighter 
fare includes salads, mussels, 

and a veggie burger served 
on brioche. They offer a daily 
$7 cocktail, as well a solid 
selection of wine, craft beers 
and clever concoctions. 

Idle Hour
4824 Vineland Ave. 
(818) 980-5604
idlehourbar.com

Idle Hour is a surviving example 
of the programmatic architecture 
Los Angeles loves in that it’s 
shaped like a giant barrel. Built 
in 1941 then beautifully restored 
by the 1933 Group (also known 
for Silver Lake’s Thirsty Crow 
and Atwater Village’s Bigfoot 
Lodge) in 2015, Idle Hour now 
serves a fine selection of craft 
beer and cocktails, plus a menu 
of Southern-inspired 
comfort food. Head 
out to their large patio 
to see another piece 
of programmatic 
architecture: a replica 
of the pipe-smoking 
bulldog from the 
Bulldog Cafe.́ 

Spumante
11049 Magnolia Blvd. 
(818) 508-7716
spumanterestaurant.com

For fine Italian cuisine, try 
Spumante. House-made pastas, 
pizzas, and meaty entrees line 
the menu and should definitely be 
followed with tiramisu or tartufo. 
They also have a robust wine 
list, with plenty of Italian and 
Californian options. 

ENTERTAINmENT 

Zombie Joe’s Underground 
Theater
4850 Lankershim Blvd. 
(818) 202-4120 
zombiejoes.com

Zombie Joe’s is where you can 
see some truly weird, independent 
theater with a distinct horror 
bent—even when the date is no 
where near Halloween. Highlights 
include the disturbing vignettes of 
their Urban Death and Blood Alley 
series; unsettling adaptations of 
classic plays; and immersive, full-
contact haunts like Santu Deliria. 
If horror isn’t your thing, the area 
is home to many other great 
theaters, too, including El Portal, 
Secret Rose Theatre, The Sherry 
Theater, Whitmore Lindley Theater 
Center and The Road Theatre 
Company. 

Laemmle NoHo 7 
5240 Lankershim Blvd. 
(310) 478-3836
laemmle.com

Though perhaps not as flashy as 
an ArcLight or iPic, this movie 
theater excels when it comes to 
its selection of new indie and 
foreign films. Swing by for a 
weekday matinee at only $8 a 
ticket. 

The Room
11500 Burbank Blvd. 
(818) 918-3985

The escape room trend did not 
miss North Hollywood. You’ll find 
The Room but a short walk from 
the station, with two different 
adventures to choose from: The 

Cabin, which anchors around the 
old horror trope of a creepy cabin 
in the woods, and sci-fi adventure 
The Spaceship. Find clues, solve 
puzzles, and work together to get 
out in an hour or less. If you beat 
those, Hollywood Escape House is 
just over on Vineland. 

DRINK

California Institute of 
Abnormalarts
11334 Burbank Blvd. 
(818) 221-8065

One of the strangest venues is 
town is the California Institute 
of Abnormalarts, perhaps better 
known as CIA. Bands, burlesque 
dancers and other vaudeville 
performers take the stage, while 
the venue and patio are full of 
oddities, starting with the giant 
half-skull where you purchase 
your tickets. 

The brickyard Pub
11130 W Magnolia Blvd. 
(818) 505-0460

The Brickyard Pub is dark and 
casual, like any good dive, but is 
a great find for beer lovers. They 
offer a huge selection of beers, 
from your standard pilsners to 
more interesting stouts and fruit 
beers, plus bar games including 
pool and shuffleboard. 
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Pilot Program Paves the Way 
for Concrete Repairs
By Erin Hickey Pinheiro, Ledger Contributing Writer

HANCOCK PARK— A con-
crete streets repair program 
launched by the city of Los 
Angeles in 2016 has so far 
come in on time and under 
budget, according to an Au-
gust motion by Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu. 

The pilot program was 
intended to determine the 
cost and feasibility of fixing 
concrete streets, which are 
significantly more costly to 
repair than asphalt, citywide. 

The program’s success 
means some the city’s most 
needy streets, many of which 
have gone unrepaired for de-
cades, may soon be fixed.

Under the program thus 
far, two Hancock Park streets 
have been repaired by the 
city’s Bureau of Engineering, 
and a third was approved in 

June for repair by an inde-
pendent contractor. All three 
projects came in below city 
cost estimates. 

“[Councilmember Ryu’s] 
support was instrumental to 
complete [the repairs] on time 
and on budget,” a spokesper-
son for the city’s Bureau of 
Street Services said in a pre-
pared statement. 

Ryu’s motion calls for a 
cost comparison of using city 
crews versus outside contrac-
tors to fix concrete streets, 
an analysis of the longevity 
of concrete repairs compared 
with asphalt repairs and a 
study of neighborhood resi-
dents’ satisfaction with the 
program. 

According to Hancock 
Park Homeowners Assoc. 
President Cindy Chvatal, 
so far the community is 

“thrilled” the neighborhood’s 
much needed street repairs — 
which a 2007 historic desig-
nation mandates be made in 
concrete — are finally hap-
pening after years of waiting.

“It’s all moving forward,” 
said Chvatal. “We’re now just 
waiting for a schedule of start 
dates.”

Additionally, Chvatal 
said, she hopes the success of 
Hancock Park’s repairs will 
encourage the city to look at 
concrete as an alternative to 
asphalt citywide, not only for 
aesthetic reasons, but for en-
vironmental ones as well.

“With global warming, 
concrete is cooler” and re-
tains less heat than asphalt, 
she said. 

Ryu has asked the city to 
report back with next steps by 
late September. 

City officials gathered to mark the beginning of concrete street repairs in Hancock Park in June 2016. From left: Sarah 
Dusseault, Chief of Staff for Councilmember David Ryu; Greg Spotts, Bureau of Street Services; Cindy Chvatal, President of 
Hancock Park Homeowners Assoc.; David Ryu, Councilmember for Council District 4; Kevin James, President, Los Angeles 
Board of Public Works and Nazario Sauceda, Director, Bureau of Street Services. Photo: Sheila Lane.

New GWNC boardmembers Sworn In
By Brian Chernick, Ledger Contributing Writer

Tess Paige, 33, was 
sworn in as the new Greater 
Wilshire board alternative for 
Oakwood-Maplewood-St. 
Andrews neighborhood — 
also known as Area 9 — by 
the Greater Wilshire Neigh-
borhood Council (GWNC) 
in August. 

“After Trump got elected 
I decided that Millennials 
cannot just use social media 
and actually have to get a 
seat at the table,” Paige said. 
“There is a lot of opportunity 
for the Greater Wilshire area 
to have an influence on the 
rest of L.A. by combining all 
our resources in the area and 
instead of being exclusive we 
can be more inclusive.”

Paige has been a resident 
of the Dover Apartments for 
two years and works as a real-
tor for Keller Williams Ingle-
wood. Previously she served 
on the GWNC’s Outreach 
Committee.

In her new role, Paige 
said she hopes to represent her 

neighborhood and bring new 
ideas to the GWNC. Paige 
will be alternating in the role 
with Max Kirkham who was 
appointed as the area’s board 
member in July.

Three alternative board 
member spots still remain va-
cant, including the two spe-
cial interest positions in both 
Education and Religion, as 
well as Area 3, which covers 
Country Club Heights. 

Special interest board 
members are responsible for 
representing individuals from 
those groups, performing as a 
liaison between them and the 
council.

Currently, Scott Appel 
and Mike Genewick serve as 
the primary board members 
for Education and Religion, 
respectively.

Richard Park, who previ-
ously served as an alternate 
for Country Club Heights, 
joined the Navy and reported 
for duty in August, leaving 
the seat vacant.

POLITICS

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Sharing the bounty
By meher mcArthur, Ledger Columnist

We are blessed here in 
Southern California with 
bountiful edible resources in 
our back yards, streets and 
parks. Yet, often these fruit 
are left to rot on the branches 
or fall to the ground. 

In 2009, photographer, 
writer and cook Rick Nah-
mias founded Food For-
ward to deal with exactly 
this problem. Nahmias, who 
documented farming com-
munities in the book and 
exhibition, The Migrant Proj-
ect: Contemporary California 
Farm Workers, is driven by a 
love for food and a passion 
for food justice to ensure this 
produce is not wasted. 

“Los Angeles is an amaz-
ing land of abundance,” says 
Nahmias. “Food Forward 
provides an easy, homegrown 

and deeply satisfying way for 
Angelinos to pass along what 
they may have a lot of — 
fruit, funds or time — and 
see it go to immediate use 
helping those in need.”

For the last eight years, 
Food Forward’s team has 
been recovering produce 
from three main areas: back-
yards, farmers markets and 
wholesale produce markets. 
They deliver it within 24 
hours to over 150 hunger re-
lief organizations, including 
food pantries, church groups 
and homeless service centers.

Such efforts connect the 
land’s abundance with people 
in need, not only reducing 
waste but also hunger. It is 
surely the case that only when 
we share the bounty of our 
land can we all truly savor it. 



PAGE 7SEPTEMBER 2017 www.LarchmontLedgerLA.com

Some Local Schools below State Vaccination Rate
By Allison B. Cohen

Over two-dozen local 
area schools are below the 
state’s recommendation for 
vaccination rates, despite a 
state inoculation law, now in 
its second year.

Health officials recom-
mend a school have at least 
95% of its students up to 
date on vaccinations. That’s 
the percentage of the popula-
tion experts say is required to 
reach what is known as “herd 
immunity” and prevent the 
spread of transmissible dis-
eases, like measles. 

But according to an 
August analysis of kinder-
garten students in both 
public and private schools 
by the Los Angeles Times 
using 2016-2017 school 
year data supplied by the 
California Dept. of Public 
Health, many schools are 
well below that threshold. 

Locally, 28 schools fall 

into that category. Citizens 
of the World Hollywood had 
the poorest kindergarten vac-
cination rate at 32%. 

Other local schools fall-
ing close behind were: the 
Pasadena Waldorf School 
(45%), Los Feliz STEMM 
Magnet (65%) and Lycee In-
ternational de Los Angeles 
Los Feliz, (72%).

Schools not meeting the 
95% threshold, “concerns 
me, absolutely,” said Cynthia 
Freeman, who has two chil-
dren at Franklin Avenue El-
ementary, which reportedly 
has an 85% compliance rate. 
“If you don’t vaccinate you 
are not just putting your own 
children at risk but all the 
children at risk. It’s a commu-
nal choice not just a personal 
choice.”

But another parent, who 
asked not to be identified, 
said she had to get a medical 

exemption for her child due 
to another illness her child 
has, for which vaccines could 
cause complications. 

 “It’s hard,” she said. “We 
won’t want [our child] getting 
measles either. It’s a very diffi-
cult decision and one we don’t 
take lightly.”

Both parents said their 
children’s respective schools 
have been vigilant about 
making sure students are up 
to date.

According to Freeman, 
the paperwork for her child 
was accidentally missing one 
vaccination notation last year.

“We got a letter say-
ing ‘Your kindergartener is 
missing one of her vaccina-
tions and she cannot come to 
school,’” if not rectified with-
in a few days.

The same occurred for 
the parent who asked not to 

See VACCINES, pg 10 >

2028 Olympic bid Promises 
Reduction in Youth Sports fees
By Allison B. Cohen

LOS ANGELES—When city 
officials pitched to host the 
Olympics in 2024, they 
promised to use any surplus 
funds to “underwrite youth 
sports programs, lowering the 
costs for more than 100,000 
Angelenos in underserved 
communities.”

Now that the city has 
agreed to step aside and host 
the games in 2028—paving 
the way for Paris to host the 
games in 2024—Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti does not 
have to wait for a hoped-for 
surplus to help children play 
city sports. 

As part of Garcetti’s ne-
gotiations to delay Los An-
geles hosting the games to 
2028, the city will receive 
$160 million in advance 
funds from the International 
Olympic Committee [IOC] 
to “bring youth sports for free 
to every zip code,” as Garcetti 
said at a widely covered news 
conference early last summer.

The early receipt of such 
a large amount of funding 
from the IOC for a city in ad-
vance of hosting the games is 
unprecedented. 

The deal should be final-
ized on or near September 
13th in Lima, Peru by Olym-
pic officials.

While details are still in 
the very early stages, accord-
ing to Jeff Millman, chief 
communications officer with 
LA2028, the $160 million 
from the IOC will be used to 
offset registration fees for fam-
ilies for city sports programs. 

“Reg[istration] fees for 
city of Los Angeles sports 
programs,” Millman said, 
“can really add up, when 
you are talking about various 
sports year-round and fami-
lies that have multiple kids in 
those sports.”

According to Millman, 
the city will start receiving the 
funds in 2018 and hopes to 
implement the cost savings for 

families soon thereafter, con-
tinuing, for the 10 years lead-
ing up to the 2028 Games. 

According to Millman, 
and others closely associated 
with the issue, the details and 
logistics of either reducing the 
city’s youth sports registra-
tion fees or providing them 
entirely for free, as Garcetti 
has been quoted, have yet to 
be finalized. 

“[The program] will be 
developed in the months 
ahead,” said Millman. “Right 
now, we’d like to do it as soon 
as possible.”

After the 1984 Olympics, 
surplus funds from those 
games, in part, established 
LA84, a still relevant non-
profit dedicated to providing 
youth sports in the city of 
Los Angeles, a “legacy” from 
those games, officials say.

But LA28 and other city 
officials see the IOC’s $160 
million, paid in advance, as a 
legacy in making, this time, 
preceding the games. 

“What the mayor was 
thinking,” Millman said, 
“was instead of having more 
youth programs as a legacy 
after the games of 2028, we 
want the legacy to begin right 
away.”

According to media re-
ports, the $160 million the 
city will receive in advance, 
is part of a $180 million pay-
ment the IOC will give to the 
city, paid in quarterly $9 mil-
lion installments. 

The other $20 million 
from the IOC will be to help 
fund the city’s Olympic Or-
ganizing Committee for its 
work for the additional years 
between 2024 and 2028.

Currently, the city has 
recreation centers with lim-
ited offerings for adults and 
mostly year-round activities 
for children aged 4 to 15, 
such as soccer, karate, basket-
ball, swimming and baseball. 

See OLYMPICS, pg 10 >



PAGE 8 www.LarchmontLedgerLA.com SEPTEMBER 2017

Out and About
ART

Japanese Painting: A Walk In 
Nature European art typically 
portrays the woods as a place of 
danger, full of beasts and thieves. 
In Japanese art, the natural world 
represents peace and tranquility. 
This new exhibit in LACMA’s 
Japanese Pavilion features 
24 scroll and screen paintings 
spanning five centuries (the 
16th to the 20th). The collection 
features images of serene 
gardens and deities meditating 
deep in the forest. Free with 
museum admission. LACMA, 
through Sun September 10th. 
5905 Wilshire Blvd. Information: 
(323) 857-6010, lacma.org

BOOKS

Loudon Wainwright III and 
Christopher Guest Singer-
songwriter and actor Wainwright 
sits in conversation with actor-
director Guest to sign and discuss 
his new memoir Liner Notes: On 
Parents & Children, Exes & Excess, 
Death & Decay, & A Few Of My Other 
Favorite Things. It should be a 
witty conversation. Tickets are 
$45 and include a copy of the 
book. Largo at the Coronet, Fri. 
September 8th, 8:00 p.m. 366 N. 
La Cienega Blvd., largo-la.com

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar The 
basketball legend is also a 
massive Sherlock Holmes fan, 
to the point where in 2015 he 
wrote a mystery novel, Mycroft 
Holmes, about the adventures 
of Sherlock’s older brother. 
Now, he’s written a new Mycroft 
graphic novel, Mycroft Holmes and 
The Apocalypse Handbook. Abdul-
Jabbar will sign the graphic novel 
and discuss how he approached 
working in the world of the 
Holmes. Free, wristband required. 
Barnes and Noble at the Grove, 
Thu. September 28th, 7 p.m. 
189 The Grove Drive. Info: 
(323) 525-0270, 
barnesandnoble.com

FILm 

Sunset Boulevard Gloria Swanson 
stars in Billy Wilder’s noir classic 
as faded silent screen star 
Norma Desmond. When a down 
on his luck screenwriter played 
by William Holden stumbles 
upon Desmond’s mansion on 
Los Angeles’s most famous 
thoroughfare, he finds himself 
trapped in her web of fame, wealth 
and obsession. This screening 
will be especially eerie as 

Hollywood Forever is located right 
next to the Paramount Pictures 
lot, where Desmond plans her 
comeback in the movie. Tickets 
are $16. Hollywood Forever 
Cemetery, Sun. September 3rd, 
gates at 6:45 p.m., film starts at 
8:30 p.m. 6000 Santa Monica 
Blvd. Information: cinespia.org

mUSIC

Stiff Little Fingers The iconic 
punk band from Belfast, Northern 
Ireland is celebrating 40 years 
together. Expect to hear such 
landmark songs as “Suspect 
Device” and “Alternative Ulster.” 
Norwegian rock band Death By 
Unga Bunga will open the show. 
Tickets are $25. The El Rey, Thu. 
September 7th, 8:30 p.m. 5515 
Wilshire Blvd., theelrey.com

HISTORY

An Afternoon On St. Andrews 
Place Join the Windsor Square 
Hancock Park Historical Society 
for a self-guided walking tour of 
restored early 1900s Craftsman 
houses. You’ll enjoy food, 
refreshments, guest speakers 
and antique cars. Tickets are $40. 
Tour starts at St. Andrews Place & 
2nd Street, Sun. September 17th, 
12 p.m. to 4 p.m. Information: 
windsorsquarehancockpark.com

FOOD AND DRINK

Great Beer Meets Delicious Dinner 
at the Ebell The American beer 
scene has exploded over the last 
decade, proving there’s more to 
drink than just Bud. The Ebell is 
celebrating the best of beer by 
pairing beers with a fine three-
course dinner (plus appetizers). 
Beer expert Larry James has 
selected a variety of beers to 
pair with the creations of Ebell 
executive chef Ron Armendariz. 
Tickets are $95. The Ebell of Los 
Angeles, Thu. September 28th, 
7 p.m. 743 S. Lucerne Blvd. 
Info: ebelleventtickets.com

COmmUNITY

Mug/Plate Decorating Tweens 
and teens are invited to the 
library to embellish a plain mug 
or plate with pens in a variety 
of colors. Lights snacks will be 
provided. This class is limited to 
20 participants, so sign up ASAP. 
Free. John C. Fremont Branch 
Library, Tue. September 26th, 
3:30 p.m. 6121 Melrose Ave. 
Info: (323) 962-3521. lapl.org

CALENDAR
So, how did Tom Ber-

gin’s acquire a major artifact 
of Los Angeles sports history? 

For one thing, Tom Ber-
gin, the bar’s namesake owner 
and Rams owner Dan Reeves 
Sr. were good friends. But the 
bar became the Rams’ unof-
ficial clubhouse partially for 
geographical reasons. 

According to Jim Hardy, 
the Rams’ quarterback from 
1946 to 1948 and at age 94 
the oldest living Rams alum-
nus, the bar became the 
Rams’ home base because 
“most of the Rams lived in 
that part of town, the team 
offices were up on Beverly 
Boulevard and we practiced 
at Gilmore Stadium, which 
is where the CBS network is 
now. [Bergin’s] was the clos-
est place,” he said. 

As pro football players in 
the 1940s and 1950s didn’t 
make the millions they do 
now, they would help out at 
the bar during the off season, 
and even played for the Tom 
Bergin’s softball team. 

“It was the place the 
Rams football team hung out 
socially with their pals, girl-
friends and wives and it con-
tinued to be such for many 
years,” Hardy said. 

The 1951 NFL Champi-
onship Game was held at the 
Los Angeles Memorial Coli-
seum in Exposition Park and 
the Rams upset the defending 
champion Cleveland Browns, 
24 to 17. Since no one expect-
ed the Rams to win, there was 
no plan for a championship 
celebration. 

“Tom Bergin invited 
them back to the bar that 
night for a celebratory dinner. 
The entire team came back 
immediately after the game,” 
said current Tom Bergin’s 
owner Derek Schreck. 

As a way of thanking 
Bergin for hosting the team, 
then Ram’s owner Reeves 
later gifted the bar the cham-
pionship banner he had made 
to celebrate. 

The banner is a dual-sid-
ed “horse blanket” style ban-
ner. For a while, it was hung 

out in open display with one 
side taking damage from the 
cigars that were often smoked 
in the bar. 

When Schreck bought 
the bar in 2012, he found 
it, in his words, “wadded up 
in the attic.” Upon realizing 
what he had found, Schreck 
made sure to hang it behind 
museum quality glass, with 
the less damaged side facing 
forward. Beneath the ban-
ner hangs a telegraph from 
Reeves to Bergin thanking 
him for hosting the team’s 
victory dinner. 

It’s believed the 1951 
Rams banner is the only 
NFL championship banner 
or trophy in private non-team 
related ownership. 

Jon Kendle, archivist at 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
in Canton, Ohio said that 
while he knows NHL teams 
like the Edmonton Oilers 
have auctioned off champi-
onship banners, it’s harder to 
say about NFL banners. 

“Since most teams play 
outdoors, they don’t have a 

place to hang a felt banner, 
so championship banners are 
rare. So, to my knowledge, it 
is the only NFL champion-
ship banner in private owner-
ship,” said Kendle.

Schreck said he is hoping 
that the 21st century incarna-
tions of Tom Bergin’s and the 
Los Angeles Rams can work 
together again in celebration 
of their shared history, since 
as Schreck says, “We want to 
keep this [as] Rams hallowed 
ground.”

The Rams memorabilia 
isn’t the bar’s only local sports 
connection. 

Longtime Los Angeles 
Dodgers manager Tommy 
Lasorda has his name on one 
of Tom Bergin’s famous sham-
rocks and one wall features 
autographs from USC athletes 
who frequented the bar, with 
one major exception. 

“The only autographed 
USC college photo that we 
have that won’t make it up on 
the wall is O.J. Simpson. He 
was a regular here in college,” 
said Schreck laughing.

RAMS, from pg 1 >

tutions and would have been 
negligent in not covering 
them.

I’ve been a reader of the 
Larchmont Chronicle since 
1994, when I first moved 
to the area. Then, and now, 
readers question the relevance 
of that paper as it is filled 
with no enterprise stories, 
very little first-hand reporting 
and relies mainly on regurgi-
tating press releases to fill its 
many pages. 

The Larchmont Chron-
icle was and is essentially a 
glorified homeowner’s news-
letter dedicated to the “pres-
ervation” of a community, 
failing to ever interview or 
mention a different perspec-
tive, which is real journal-
ism. The paper is a glorified 
blast from the past of debu-
tantes and other local social 
fodder, which I, personally, 
never found of interest as a 
reader or a publisher. 

For now, we will continue 

a Larchmont Ledger website, if 
you’d like to read about how 
international, national, city 
and regional issues affect you 
and your area. 

I have found the news 
reporting of the Larchmont 
Buzz to be mostly strong and 
insightful except for its biased 
reporting about the Larch-
mont Bungalow. 

Regarding that issue, we 
are the only media that re-
ported how many other eat-
ing establishments on Larch-
mont Boulevard, in addition 
to the Bungalow, which is 
now closed, were or are out 
of compliance with city rules. 
The problem is not the Bun-
galow and its owners. It’s the 
city of Los Angeles.

Still, the Buzz is a bet-
ter source for local, relevant, 
community news. 

Thank you to those adver-
tisers who did believe in us. 

Allison B. Cohen
Publisher, Larchmont 
Ledger/Los Feliz Ledger

LETTER, from pg 2 >
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Upgrading your 
appliances can lower
your energy bill.

Visit SaveEnergyLA.org for 
qualifying products and rebates.

Low Gas Prices to Continue After Summer 
By Carl Robinette, Ledger Contributing Writer

Gas prices nationwide 
will spike this week after the 
effects of Hurricane Harvey 
hit Southern Texas, where 
many of the nation’s oil refin-
eries are located, August 26th 
and 27th.

Previously, California gas 
prices dropped this summer 
despite industry experts’ early 
anticipation of high costs at 
the pump, while Larchmont 
area prices were consistent 
with city and state averages of 
about $3 and as low as $2.90 
per gallon of regular unlead-
ed gas in August.

“I suppose you can count 
me as one of those on the boat 
that anticipated gas prices 
might be higher,” said Pat-
rick  DeHaan, senior petro-
leum analyst with GasBuddy.
com. “And they have turned 
out otherwise so far. ... Things 
have been relatively mild and 
that has allowed motorists to 
take to the roads for yet anoth-
er summer of cheap gas prices.” 

Prices  reached  a  low  in 
late  July at  an average 
of  about $2.90  per  gallon, 
according  to  the Automobile 
Assoc. of America,  which 
consistently ranks  Los 
Angeles among the top 15 
most expensive markets for 
regular unleaded gas. 

Prices have since ticked 
up a bit. And while they 
remain lower than expect-
ed, some Los Angeles drivers 
say July’s low prices came and 
went too quickly.

“By far more expensive,” 
said motorist Ricky Paz about 
gas prices  in August,  as he 
filled up at a station near his 
job at Lassen’s Natural Foods 
and Vitamins in Los Feliz.

Paz  said he does not go 
out of his way to find lower 
prices.  

“I just go to whatever’s 
around me when I need gas,” 
he said.  “If it’s cheaper than 
everything else around me, I 
take it.”

The average price per gal-
lon in mid-August was just 

over $3 according to  Gas-
Buddy.com. 

Los Feliz and Silver Lake 
have had several gas stations 
where average prices were at 
or below that average.

Motorist Hugo Acos-
ta  said he  saves on gas 
by commuting on his Victory 
motorcycle, and he almost al-
ways fills up at the 76 Station 
at Hillhurst Avenue and Los 
Feliz Boulevard.

“It’s got good prices and 
it’s close to where I work. It’s 
one of the lowest,”  Acosta 
said.  “There’s  not that many 
76 Stations that are this low.”

However,  Atwater  Vil-
lage and parts of Hollywood 
trended slightly higher this 
summer with some stations 
regularly hitting the $3.50 
mark.

While the growing pop-
ularity of  hybrid or electric 
cars  has taken a  small  bite 
out  of  gasoline  demand, 
it is still on the rise, according 
to Gasbuddy.com’s DeHaan. 

“Americans are driving 
more miles than ever,”  he 
said. “It’s almost a guarantee 
that if it wasn’t for more effi-
cient vehicles that we have to-
day,  gasoline demand would 
be at all-time record highs.”

Accordingly, De Haan 
said, as it stands gasoline de-
mand  is  extremely close to 
all-time highs and is expected 
to increase over time even as 
new fuel technology matures. 

But despite 
increasing de-
mand,  prices will 
stay at about $3 per 
gallon  for the near 
future,  said De-
Haan, and will  even 
dip slightly in the 
coming weeks as fall 
and winter typically 
see lower prices due 
to a less expensive 
formulation used for 
cooler months. 

“The final quarter 
of 2017 will feature 
prices that are by and 

large lower than where they 
stand today,” said DeHaan. 

But once California›s 
Road Repair and Account-
ability Act of 2017 goes into 
effect November 1st, the 
state will see a 12-cent tax 
hike on gas and a 20-cent 
hike on diesel to help fund 
road repair.

Motorist Ricky Paz tops off at a 76 station in Los 
Feliz near his job at Lassen’s Natural Foods and Vi-
tamins. Photo by Carl Robinette.

[STARGAZING]

Autumn Skies
By Anthony Cook, Ledger Columnist

Autumn begins in the 
northern hemisphere at 1:02 
p.m., PDT on September 
22nd. Spring begins in the 
southern hemisphere at the 
same moment. Autumn will 
end with the winter solstice 
on December 21st.

Saturn, in the constella-
tion Ophiuchus the Serpent 
Bearer, is the only planet vis-
ible during the early evening. 
The rings of Saturn are spec-
tacular through nearly any 
telescope, and they are cur-
rently tilted by their maxi-
mum amount from edge on 
to our view, 27 degrees, an 
amount that will not again be 
reached for nearly 15 years. 

Nasa’s Cassini Space-
craft, which has been orbiting 
Saturn since 2004, will meet 
its fiery end on the 15th when 
it makes a planned plunge 
into the planet’s atmosphere. 
This controlled ending, be-

fore the spacecraft runs out of 
fuel, will prevent Cassini from 
hitting and possibly contami-
nating any of Saturn’s moons, 
which can’t be ruled out as 
potential habitats for life.

On the 16th through the 
18th, the Moon closes in on 
the early morning planets 
Venus, Mercury and Mars. 
Located above the eastern 
horizon at dawn, Venus is the 
brightest of these objects, fol-
lowed by Mercury and Mars. 

Additionally, the bright 
star Regulus, in Leo the Lion, 
is close to Mercury on the 16th 
and to Venus on the 19th and 
20th. Mars and Mercury ap-
pear very close to each other on 
the 16th, and Venus is paired 
closely with Mars on the 18th. 
These shifting groupings of 
planets against the distant stars 
allow you to observe the mo-
tion of the planets as they re-
volve around the sun. 
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1146 N. Vermont Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90029
www.DanceRefuge.com
310-293-9071

DANCE 
REFUGE
HIP HOP DANCE STUDIO
Adults and Kid Classes 
Hip Hop & Bboying 
Beginner & Intermediate
Open Sessions

Whether it’s Acupuncture, Massage, Reiki or
Chiropractic services, we are here to help maintain
your wellness and look forward to seeing you soon.

Are you feeling the stress of Back to School time?

We’ve got your back,
literally!

414 N. Larchmont Blvd
323-461-7876

Follow us @hlnghands
www.healinghandswc.com

be identified.
She said her child’s 

school starting contacting 
her months before the start 
of school saying her child 
could not attend without up-
to-date immunizations or a 
medical exemption from the 
child’s pediatrician. 

“The school was going 
out of their way,” she said, to 
get the children’s records in 
compliance. 

Other local schools not at 
the 95% threshold include St. 
Teresa of Avila, 83%; the Los 
Feliz Charter School for the 
Arts, 88%; Pilgrim School, 
89%; Third Street Elementa-
ry in Hancock Park, 92% and 
Ivanhoe Elementary, 94%. A 
complete list of each school’s 
vaccination rates is available 
at spreadsheets.latimes.com/
vaccination-rates-1617/.

But according to Los An-
geles Unified School District 
spokesperson Ellen Morgan, 
these percentages may not be 
completely up to date. 

“The data is always out-
dated,” she said. 

Morgan offered to have 
the LAUSD’s nursing staff 
review and update the per-
centages, if necessary, for this 
story. But she did not provide 
the information on deadline.

For schools with low vac-
cination rates this school year, 
the consequence is a review 
by the state in the spring of 
2018, according to LAUSD 
officials. 

However, when asked 
about any outcomes for 
such an audit, LAUSD offi-
cials said they did not want 
to speculate on that at this 
time.

“In the meantime,” said 
another LAUSD spokesper-
son, Shannon Haber, “we 
are working closely with our 
school community to educate 
parents about the importance 
of having their kindergarten-
ers vaccinated.” 

A spokesperson for the 
California Dept. of Public 
Health echoed those senti-
ments.

“[The state health de-
partment along with], lo-
cal health departments, 
and educational authorities 
work with schools to im-
prove student immunization 
coverage and protect pub-
lic health,” said Jorge de la 
Cruz, a spokesperson for the 
California Dept. of Public 
Health in an email.  “Also, 
the California Department 
of Education is notified 
of any schools that do not 
comply with reporting 
requirements.”  

While some schools are 
still out of compliance, the 
new law, known as SB277, 
has boosted kindergarten vac-
cination rates to record highs, 
according to the August 13th 
Los Angeles Times story. The 
law was passed in 2015 after 
a measles outbreak that origi-
nated at Disneyland. 

The law’s intention was 
to remove personal belief 
immunization exemptions. 
There has been a growing 
trend for parents to opt their 
children out of vaccinations 
citing personal or religious 
beliefs. Additionally, some 
parents harbor concerns that 
vaccinations might lead to 
autism, a theory that has 
since been debunked by the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

The law does, however, 
allow a doctor to write a note 
to the school stating the child 
should not receive vaccina-
tions for medical reasons. 

According to the Times 
data, Pasadena Waldorf 
School has 16 such exemp-
tions, by far more than any 
other local school not at the 
95% herd immunity recom-
mendation. The Waverly 
School, also in Pasadena, 
has 8; Turning Point School 
in Culver City has 6 and the 
Brentwood School, 5. 

Many schools only had 
one child approved for ex-
emption, such as Franklin 
Avenue Elementary, Los Feliz 
Charter School for the Arts, 
Glenfeliz Elementary and 
Ivanhoe Elementary. 

VACCINES, from pg 7 >
According to city offi-

cials and a Ledger analysis, 
the citywide average for each 
child, per sports program is 
about $50.

But according to city 
officials, children currently 
wanting to participate in the 
city’s programs can do so, re-

gardless of whether their par-
ents can pay or not. 

“Families and kids are 
not turned away,” said Rose 
Watson, a spokesperson for 
the city’s Dept. of Recreation 
and Parks, which runs the 
city’s 184 recreational centers. 
“We offer [families] scholar-
ships ... I’ve never heard of a 
family being turned away.”

It’s unclear exactly how 
many scholarships the city 
provides each year, Watson 

said, as each of the city’s rec-
reational centers keeps their 
own records and the numbers 
are not centralized. 

But according to parents 
with children participating 
in such city offered sports 
programs, it’s not registration 
fees that keeps kids from par-
ticipating in youth sports, but 

rather a lack of space. 
According to many, city 

youth sports programs fill up 
fast and many kids are turned 
away due to current programs 
“bursting at the seams.”

Some locations, like Los 
Feliz, lack city venues to even 
offer such services, let alone to 
offer them at a reduced rate. 

“There’s 46,000 people 
in 90027 which includes all 
of Los Feliz. How will the 
city reduce fees on youth 

programs we don’t actually 
have,” said Mark F. Mauceri, 
the sports and recreational in-
terests chair of the Los Feliz 
Neighborhood Council. 

According to a Ledger 
analysis, the IOC’s $160 mil-
lion could assist low-income 
families for about eight years, 
given each child participates 

in a sport year-round, based 
on 100,000 children in the 
program—approximately 
50% more than are currently 
participating. 

However, when con-
sidering the estimated 20% 
poverty rate of an estimated 
200,000 Angeleno children, 
aged from birth to 19 per 
the U.S. 2015 Census, the 
funding would conserva-
tively last an estimated four 
years. 

OLYMPICS, from pg 7 >

But according to parents with children participating in such city 
offered sports programs, it’s not registration fees that keeps kids 
from participating in youth sports, but rather a lack of space.
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You have a PC Expert 
in your neighborhood!
• Access your data everywhere
• Migrate to a new computer
• Wi-fi & networking issues
• iPhone, Android, tablets & more
• Remote support available
• Reasonable rates
• Plain, non-technical English
• 20 years of experience

Michael@michaelmartin.net  •  323-810-6453  •  www.michaelmartin.net

We offer a full service 
residential & commercial 
roofer and leak specialist.  

We offer Energy Star 
Title 24 Material.  

Certified applicators with Malarkey, 
CertainTeed and GAF.

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS

Since 1942  State License 386172
1015 North Gower St.  Hollywood, CA  90038

(323) 469-2981  www. supremeroofing.net

Human and Robot Humor 
Get Big Laughs at AMPLYfi
By Carl Robinette, Ledger Contributing Writer

mELROSE AVENUE—Greg 
the robot’s eyes light up on 
the AMPLYfi stage just east 
of Larchmont Boulevard and 
the crowd in the basement-
level venue laughs before the 
show has even started.

Greg is a homemade 
robot and the host of HU-
MANS!, a monthly standup 
comedy show produced by 
26-year-old Silver Lake co-
median Mikey Heller.

The thinly painted Lowe’s 
moving boxes taped together 
to make the robot’s cartoon-
ish blue body are a clear sign 
Heller is not an engineer. But 
Heller’s comedy chops shine 
as he works Greg’s robotic 
failures and emotional short-
comings into the act.

“It’s so funny. Mikey’s 
one of the funniest people I 
know,” said Matt Kiel who 
plays Greg the robot’s intern 
in the show. It is the intern’s 
job to reposition Greg when 
his wheels catch on a micro-
phone wire or to restart the 
robot on the frequent occa-
sions when it powers itself off. 

These interactions be-
tween Greg and Kiel draw 
some of the biggest laughs of 
the night.

“We might go over a 
few jokes and bits before the 
show, but it’s mostly just im-
provised,” Kiel said. “It’s such 
a funny concept.”

Heller’s jokes received big 
laughs from the audience of 
about 45 at the July showing, 
but the robot got all the credit 
as Heller sat offstage operat-
ing the cardboard bot from 
the shadows with a radio con-
troller. 

The idea to have a robot 
host a comedy show came 
naturally to him, said Heller 
who has been doing standup 
for more than six years and is 
a writer with Cartoon Net-
work’s “We Bare Bears.” He 
said robots have always been 
funny to him. 

“At first when I was 
booking the show I wouldn’t 
mention that it was hosted by 
a robot because I wasn’t sure 
if it was a waste of time, or if 
[the comedians] would think 
it was stupid,” Heller said. 
“They all love it.” 

But some comics need a 
moment to adjust when they 
get on stage to perform with 
a robot for the first time, said 
comedian Nikki Black.

“He’s kind of rude, but 
very entertaining to watch,” 
Black said about Greg. 

Black is Heller’s girlfriend 
and has performed with Greg 
the robot multiple times. She 
was skeptical when Heller 
started talking about doing a 
robot comedy show.

“When he told me about 
the idea, I wasn’t sure how he 
was going to build a robot,” 
Black said. “I was like, ‘That 
sounds … great.’”

Making people laugh 
was the main goal, so Heller 
said realism and functional-
ity were not important to his 
robot’s design. When he saw 
a radio controlled Minions toy 
on Amazon he thought, “A 
few cardboard boxes on top 
of those wheels and you got 
yourself a robot.”

Robotic host aside, the 
show is a fairly traditional 
night of standup with a new 
lineup of non-robot comics 
every month.

Each performance is 
unique with new robot bits 
between acts like the July 
performance when Greg the 
robot went to prom and had 
his first kiss. 

“I liked this idea that 
the robot is trying to achieve 
these milestones to become 
more sentient,” Heller said 
about the robot prom. “But 
the things he thinks are mile-
stones are all really stupid.”

Robot milestones will not 
include any hardware or soft-
ware upgrades for Greg and 

Heller said he has no plans to 
expand or change venues any 
time soon.

“I’m going to do it as long 
as I can do it,” Heller said. 
“My goal is just to make every 
show funnier than the last.”

With an alley entrance 
and liberal use of tinsel, the 

AMPLYfi venue’s hipster-dive 
vibe compliments the quirk 
of the comedy show, but seat-
ing is at a premium in the 
space intended for live music 
and standing audiences. 

There are a few chairs 
near the stage. Other audi-
ence members lounge on pil-

lows piled on the floor. Oth-
ers stand. 

Heller calls the all-ages 
venue “intimate” and for $5 
the show packs a lot of laughs 
with an eclectic lineup of 
comics on the third Thursday 
of every month. 

5617 ½ Melrose Ave.

Greg, the robot host of HUMANS! comedy show, lights up the stage at AMPLYfi with Silver Lake comedian Nikki Black. 
Photo courtesy of Anthony Tocchio.
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Our 109th Year

[LOYOLA FOOTBALL]

With Sanders Gone,
Pedroarias Takes the Helm

By mike Guardabascio, Special to the Ledger

It’s a new day at Loyola, 
where the football team turns 
to a familiar face to help chart 
the next era of the Cubs’ pro-
gram. Longtime assistant 
coach Rick Pedroarias was 
officially hired as the team’s 
new coach in June, bringing a 
depth of experience from the 
heyday of the Cubs’ program.

“He brings to this impor-
tant position his well-honed 
leadership skills, an intricate 
knowledge of football strategy 
and a deep understanding of 
Loyola’s mission on and off the 
field,” athletic director Chris 
O’Donnell said in a statement.

Pedroarias replaces Mar-
vin Sanders, who took a leave 
of absence in March. Pedroar-
ias was named the interim 
coach at that time, then had 
the “interim” removed three 
months ago.

“This is my 30th year 
coaching at Loyola and I 
played here as well, so it’s been 
34 years in this program for 
me,” said Pedroarias. “I wasn’t 
looking for this job the whole 
time but it worked out.”

The Cubs will feature 
several standout receivers this 
year including WR/DE Da-
kota Smith and Alex Johnson, 
so Pedroarias’ team will come 
out in the spread and try to put 
their talented skill players into 
open spaces. Defensively, the 
Cubs will run a 3-4 base—per-
haps more importantly, there 
will be a new emphasis on spe-
cial teams, which cost Loyola a 
few close games last year.

“We figured special teams 
isn’t a third of our snaps, it’s 
maybe 16%,” said Pedroarias. 
“But it better be a third of our 
preparation.”

Last year the Cubs went 
3-7 but lost four of those 
games by a combined eight 
points. Pedroarias thinks a re-
newed focus on special teams 
and the details of the game 

can reverse some of those out-
comes right away.

As someone who played 
at Loyola in the 1980s, he 
also remembers the school as 
a football powerhouse. In the 
last four years under Sanders, 
the Cubs had just one win-
ning season.

“There’s a lot of people 
who supported this program 
over the years, in the last de-
cade or so it kind of swung the 
other way,” said Pedroarias. 

The new coach’s plans 
include returning the on-field 
success and helping to make 
Loyola known for football 
again the way it’s still known 
for basketball and volley-
ball. But as a lifelong Cub he 
also wants to incorporate the 
school’s philosophy.

“We still focus on educat-
ing the whole student,” he said. 
“We have tutors for every sub-
ject, there’s a spiritual dimen-
sion with service projects and 
team liturgy. This program 
doesn’t exist by itself — here 
you’re a Loyola student who 
plays football, not a football 
player who goes to Loyola.”

That doesn’t mean Pe-
droarias doesn’t want to turn 
the program around and com-
pete at a higher level in the 
Mission League, of course. 

“It’s a lot more fun when 
you win, we want that too, no 
doubt,” he said. “But we want 
to balance that with the mis-
sion of the school.”

Longtime assistant coach Rick Pe-
droarias was officially hired as the 
Loyola football team’s new coach 
in June.

LOCAL SPORTS
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[HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS ROUNDUP]

Sizing up Local football
By mike Guardabascio, Special to the Ledger

With high school foot-
ball season ramping up, we 
take a look at the top teams 
in the area. Come back next 
month for full coverage of 
girls’ volleyball, cross coun-
try, and boys’ water polo as 
the fall sports season begins.

LOYOLA HIGH SCHOOL
It’s been 13 seasons since the 
Cubs won the CIF South-
ern Section championship 
against Esperanza back in 
2005, but Loyola may be on 
the path back to competing at 
that high level under first-year 
head coach Rick Pedroarias, 
who likes the team he’s got 
this year.

“Our starting center Ty 
Mahar is a returner, he’s ag-
gressive and he’s got great 
footwork. He’s a throwback 
type of lineman for us at 
Loyola,” he said. 

The team will also have 
talented players with deep 
bloodlines in the program. 
Tommy Vanis is a receiver and 
speed rush defensive end who’s 
part of a legacy of a dozen Van-
ises to have played at Loyola, 
dating back to his grandfather. 

Nicholas Barr-
Mira, the team’s 
kicker, is the younger 
brother of Loyola 
standout Anthony 
Barr, who went on to 
an All-American ca-
reer at UCLA and is 
now with the Vikings

“We’ve put an 
emphasis on special 
teams and details 
since spring ball,” 
said Pedroarias. Last 
year under Marvin 
Sanders the Cubs 
lost seven games, 
but four of them by 

just one possession.

CAmPBELL HALL
Since Dennis Keyes began 
turning the Vikings’ pro-
gram around in 2014, it’s 
been a steady rise for Camp-
bell Hall. The team went 1-6 

the year before Keyes got 
there and hasn’t had a losing 
season since, highlighted by 
last year’s 7-3 campaign that 
ended in the first round of the 
playoffs with a narrow los to 
Viewpoint, 14-10.

Quarterback Lucas 
Bahner is hoping to help a 
CH team that lost its last 
three games finish stronger 
this year. Bahner threw for 
1,600 yards and 20 touch-
downs last season, and is back 
in 2017 for his senior cam-
paign. He’ll have help behind 
him, with returning running 
backs Taylor Applegate and 
Nathan Aszkenazy.

LOS ANGELES HIGH 
SCHOOL
This year will be a “GPS sea-
son” for the Romans, as 2017 
will definitely tell them where 
they are as a program. After 
a run of successes under head 
coach Eric Scott, who won a 
CIF LA City Section title last 
year, the Romans will look to 
Ted Baker to try to continue 
their recent tradition.

Scott, meanwhile, has 
departed for the University 
of Nevada where he’s now 
the DBs coach. With opening 
games against Canoga Park, 
Dominguez, and Hollywood 
High, the Romans will have 
a good idea early if they’re in 
a good position to repeat as 
CIF champions.

Mike Guardabascio is the 
Prep Sports Editor for the 
Long Beach Press-Telegram.

New Loyola football coach Rick Pedroarias 
coaches a Cubs player in a game against Harvard 
Westlake. Photo courtesy Rick Pedroarias.

Immaculate 
Heart Alumna 
Wins National 
Diving Title

COLUmBUS, OH—Olivia 
Rosendahl, a junior at North-
western University and an 
alumna of Immaculate Heart 
High School, won the senior 
women’s 10-meter platform 
title in August at the USA 
Diving National Champion-
ships.

During the August 11th 
finals for platform diving, 
Rosendahl scored a 71.4 on 
her last dive — a reverse two-
and-a-half somersaults tuck 
— to move ahead of former 
Olympian Laura Wilkinson.

In March, Rosendahl 
won the NCAA women’s 
10-meter diving title for 
Northwestern University at 
the NCAA Swimming and 
Diving Championships. 
Her overall top-eight perfor-
mance at that competition 
gained her NCAA All-Amer-
ican recognition. 

Rosendahl is the daugh-
ter of Daniel Rosendahl and 
Dr. Anne Kosco of the Hol-
lywood Hills.

Olivia Rosendahl, a junior at North-
western University and an alumna 
of Immaculate Heart High School.

LAMOTH Seeks Teen Advisory 
board Members

The Los Angeles Muse-
um of the Holocaust is now 
accepting applications for 
their 2017-18 Teen Advisory 
Board. The Teen Advisory 
Board consists of Los Ange-
les high school students who 
work with Holocaust Sur-

vivor mentors and various 
Museum projects through-
out the school year.

For more information 
or to apply, please contact 
Rachel Fidler at  rachel@
lamoth.org  or  323-456-
5085 for any questions.
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[SENIOR mOmENTS]

Learning to Use Help
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

“ G e t t i n g 
old is not 

for sissies,” said Bette Davis. 
As we age, we can’t just sit in 
the rocking chair watching 
the world go by. New habits, 
new thinking, and new ways 
of purposeful living should be 
pursued. 

When we retire from 
work, we may be glad to be 
free to do whatever we want. 
However, one forgets that our 
jobs—including raising chil-
dren—defined how we used 
our time and learned new 
skills. They provided a social 
milieu and a purpose to our 
lives. Retiring is a big change 
that takes new thinking and 
new energy. It may mean de-
veloping a new network of 
friends, and new ways of so-
cializing with others, such as 
by volunteering or starting 
new hobbies. 

Perhaps one of the big-
gest obstacles we need to 
overcome as we age is learn-
ing to ask for help.

Most of us were given 
the message that as adults 
we were to be forever self-
sufficient and independent. 
Thus, as we age and inde-
pendence diminishes, it is 
common to resist any help. 
We may feel embarrassed, 
or simply miss our self-suf-
ficiency.

It takes a change of 
thinking and courage to 
plan with others, perhaps 
with our children or family. 
If they don’t know what re-
sources are out there, a so-
cial worker or case manager 
can be useful. They’ll have 
many good ideas for how 
to meet different needs and 
face new challenges.

A social worker can be 

referred through your doc-
tor or hospital. The services 
provided by a LA Depart-
ment of Aging program, 
such as at Hollywood Mul-
tipurpose Center (323) 957-
2222 also include case man-
ager assistance. 

You can even refer your-
self. Through a process of 
assessment, usually at your 
home, you will find out what 
services are available and at 
the same time evaluate with 
the case manager the op-
tions and services specific to 
your needs. 

A family member or so-
cial worker may not have all 
the answers, but by changing 
your attitude to ask for and 
receive help when it’s needed, 
you are setting yourself up for 
healthier and happier old age. 
And there’s nothing “sissy” 
about that!

[mOTHER OF INVENTION]

The Cell Phone battle
Parents: 3, Kids: 0

By Rita mauceri, Ledger Columnist

My kids just started 
middle school and still do 
not have phones of their own. 
As you can imagine, this is 
a huge, unforgivable bone of 
contention. Over the last few 
years, there has been begging, 
outrage and attempts at pa-
rental peer pressure, none of 
which have worked to con-
vince us that they actually 
need phones. Unfortunately 
for them, if they ever need to 
reach me, one of their friends 
has a phone within easy reach.

The truth is, as they saun-
ter towards teendom, I would 
like to get them phones. I’d 
like them to be able to com-
municate throughout the day 
and vice versa. I’d love to see 
them become capable of self-
regulating. But then I look 
around and notice that most 
adults aren’t terribly good at 
self-regulating. Tech is an ad-
diction we’re all fighting.

There are, however, a 
handful of parents who are 
winning the tech battle—or 
at least staying in the game. 
A kid’s phone may be smart, 
but sometimes moms and 
dads are even smarter.

Recently, I was enter-
tained and encouraged by 
several stories of forward-
thinking parents and their 
genius ways of taking back 
control in the digital age.

One of my favorite sites, 
Scary Mommy, profiled an 
enterprising British dad, Nick 
Herbert, who became frus-

trated when his son wasn’t 
responding to his texts. The 
solution? He created an app 
that shuts down your kid’s 
phone until he or she answers 
your text. ReadASAP “sounds 
an alarm and takes over the 
phone’s screen, all but ensuring 
that any call-screening, poten-
tially misbehaving teens have 
no choice but to answer.” 

Another dad, youth min-
ister and father of three Bert 
Fulks, received a lot of praise 
and press when he devised 
something called the “X-Plan” 
for kids. The idea actually came 
not from his own children but 
his work counseling formerly-
addicted teens. “I asked these 
kids a simple question,” he 
writes on his blog. “‘How many 
of you have found yourself in 
situations where things started 
happening that you weren’t 
comfortable with, but you 
stuck around, mainly because 
you felt like you didn’t have a 
way out?’” The answer was all 
of them. The solution was to 
give kids a simple way out if 
they found themselves stuck 
somewhere they felt unsafe. All 
they had to do was text “X” to 
a parent or helper, who would 
then receive a script to get them 
out of the situation.

But my personal favor-
ite is Heather Steinkopf who 
seriously outsmarted her 
18-year-old daughter, Kaelyn, 
after being lied to one too 
many times. When the girl 
was supposedly spending a 
Friday night with her friend 
Stevie, her mom asked for 
visual proof. She sent Kaelyn 
four separate selfie requests, 
each with a different setup.

I’m still not quite ready 
to dive into the world of 
phones with my three middle 
schoolers. But when the time 
comes, I hope I have what it 
takes to stay a step (or two) 
ahead of my crafty kids and 
their “smart” phones.
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[HOUSE AND HOLmES]

The key to Success
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

Even though 
our frisky 
black Cock-

er Spaniel knows he has it 
great, he sees our side door as 
his ticket to run free in urban 
Los Angeles, which is why we 
recently christened our laun-
dry room the “airlock.” Like 
in a super cool sci-fi movie, 
we enter from the kitchen, 
close the laundry room door, 
then safely open the side 
door to exit the “home pod.” 
This achieves the dual goal 
of keeping our dog safe and 
making good use of our time 
between writing superhero 
cartoons.

All of the doors to our 
house have different keys; 
I’ve always told my wife that 
this was a superior security 
approach — like having dif-
ferent passwords on Internet 
accounts. It seemed logi-
cal until I came home and 
found her trapped in the 
airlock. 

She was strangely calm, 
as if I would clearly under-
stand the unspoken “I told 
you so.” She informed me 
that the laundry room door 
was locked and she had no 
key. None of my nine keys 
unlocked the impenetrable 
kitchen door either. I trekked 
to the front door, where I 
spotted our new deadbolt and 
I realized that I didn’t have 
an up-to-date key. Then I 
clumsily scaled the three-foot 
wrought iron railing onto our 
first floor balcony like an out-

of-shape new recruit ascend-
ing a repelling wall in basic 
training, and confidently 
tried my keys on the patio 
door lock, which also refused 
to open. 

So I did what I always do. 
I called my super-contractor 
friend Dave, who was install-
ing a draft beer tap to the 
Tiki bar at his infinity pool. 
I told him my problem and 
he responded with solid wis-
dom, “First, you should have 
rekeyed when you moved in; 
second, please find a way off 
your balcony without hurting 
yourself too badly; and third, 
go to your back double win-
dows — that ones that open 
inward — and shake the lock 
a little. I’ll bet you can push 
them open.” 

After jumping from the 
balcony and only marginally 
scrapping my right arm on 
my flying dismount, I raced 
for our back windows, which 
popped open faster than a 
canister of Pringles on a dis-
count flight to Cleveland. We 
enlisted the help of the pass-
ing mail carrier (thank you 
William) to lift a small table 
into place so that I could 
vault into the back room and 
open the locked doors from 
the inside. Two Advils, a tube 
of Neosporin, and three big 
bandages later, I decided that 
we were re-keying our home, 
which goes to once again 
prove, “If I can’t figure it out 
— and I know that I can’t — 
my friend Dave can.”

There were 59 single-
family homes sold in our 
coverage area this July, down 
about a quarter from June 
sales, according to data from 
Core Logic, a real estate anal-
ysis firm out of La Jolla, CA. 

Local condo sales were 

also down, by about half from 
June, with a total of 15 sold 
locally in July. 

The ever-popular La-
fayette Square saw 27 
home sales in its 90019 ZIP 
code, at a median price of 
$980,000 up about 3% from 

July 2016. No condos sold 
in the area. 

Hancock Park’s 90004 
ZIP code also did well, with 
23 homes sold in the 90004 
ZIP code. The median price 
for the area was down about 
20% from the same time last 
year to $970,000. Condo 
prices for the area were up, 
however, by nearly a quarter 
to a median price of $705,000 

for the two sold. 
La Brea-Wilshire saw 

seven single-family home 
sales in July. The 90036 ZIP 
code saw an increase in me-
dian price of just over 4% 
from last July to $1.65 mil-
lion. Five condos sold in the 
area for a median price of 
$605,000—about a quarter 
jump in median condo price 
for the neighborhood from 

the previous year.
Two homes sold this July 

in Hancock Park’s 90020 
ZIP code for a median price 
of $2.975 million — an in-
crease of just under a per-
cent from the previous year. 
Meanwhile, eight condos sold 
in the same ZIP for a median 
price of $609,000, about 45% 
higher than last year’s median 
for the same area.

[REAL ESTATE]

Lafayette Square Still Popular




