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New Lawsuit filed vs. 
city to re-open popular 
access gate to 
Hollywood Sign

Locals want officials to 
help reduce 6th street 
accidents

Appeal filed on city’s 
approval of Beachwood 
and Melrose project
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Local flowers and produce for sale at the Larchmont Farmers Market. Photo: Shauna Watts.

New Hollywood Plan Has Big Changes
By Allison B. Cohen

After years without an update, a new community plan for Hollywood is in 
the works, which includes enforcing “mansionization” ordinances, creating a more 
pedestrian friendly stretch of Melrose Avenue between Highland Boulevard and 
Orlando Avenue and to improving traffic flow and safety on both Highland and 
La Brea avenues with such things as speed humps, improved bicycle and pedestrian 
crossings and improved signage.  See PLAN, Pg. 10 >
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Today’s Population: 
104,000
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to grow up to
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Source: Draft Hollywood Community Plan, Los Angeles Dept. 
of City Planning, 2017.
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Landscape, Hardscape, Xeriscape 
and Our HPOZ 

Many Hancock Park residents are considering 
shrinking their lawns and relandscaping with drought 
tolerant plants.  The question then becomes:  what 
goes between the plants?  How many plants should 
there be?  What kind?  Cactus, succulents, ground 
cover, and what about the parkway?  The Hancock 
Park Preservation Plan and HPOZ do not regulate 
landscaping with the exception of the parkway and 
any significant plantings that were explicitly called 
out in the historic survey done as part of the founding 
of our HPOZ.  However, hardscape is governed by 
our Preservation Plan and the HPOZ Board rarely 
approves new hardscape.  This is relevant to any 
landscaping plans that include gravel or rock because 
the city defines gravel and rock as hardscape which 
cannot be installed without HPOZ approval.  Non 
plant organic materials such as bark or mulch are 
acceptable but the proportion of planting materials 
to non planting materials should be 60% live plant 
materials to 40% non plant materials.  That means 
the groundcover, cactus, succulents and other plants 
must constitute 60% of the new landscape with bark 
or mulch covering no more than 40% of the space.  
For parkways, the City’s Department of Public Works 

has jurisdiction.  Public Works regulations require 
that the majority of the parkway space have plantings 
which are walkable. 

So, if you plan to change your landscape please 
contact our City Planner, Kimberly Henry (kimberly.
henry@lacity.org) to make sure your plans comply 
with our Preservation Plan and to find out if there 
are any problems with what you want to plant in 
the parkways.  The HPOZ Preservation Plan, which 
regulates our HPOZ can be found at preservation.
lacity.org. There is also an online form you can fill out 
to help speed up the process.

Unfortunately, crime continues to be a problem so be 
sure and lock your car, secure your house and if you 
are the unfortunate victim of a crime, be sure and file 
a police report by contacting Officer Dave Cordova.  
Call his cell phone, 213-793-0650 or send him an 
email, 31646@lapd.lacity.org with all the information, 
including your name and telephone number.   Report 
graffiti sightings by calling 311 or at the City’s Anti-
Graffiti Request System at anti-graffiti.lacity.org and 
by calling Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180. 
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August 2017 Community Meetings
Greater Wilshire 

Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
August 9th at 7 p.m.
Ebell of Los Angeles, 

Dining Room
743 S Lucerne Blvd.

Transportation 
Committee

August 21st at 7 p.m.
Marlborough School
250 S Rossmore Ave.

Land Use Committee
August 22nd at 6:30 p.m.

Wilshire Methodist Church, 
Assembly Room

4350 Wilshire Blvd.

Mid City West 
Community Council

Board of Directors
August 8th at 6:30 p.m.

National Council of Jewish 
Women

543 N Fairfax Ave.

Planning and Land Use 
Committee

August 15th at 6:30 p.m.
National Council of Jewish 

Women
543 N Fairfax Ave.

Olympic Park 
Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
August 7th at 7 p.m.

Union
4067 W. Pico Blvd.

Outreach Committee
August 10th at 7 p.m.

Wilshire West 
Community Room
4861 Venice Blvd.

Planning and Land Use 
Committee

Union
August 21st at 7:30 p.m.

4067 W Pico Blvd.

Who We Are
ALLISON B. COHEN Allison is the pub-
lisher of both the Larchmont Ledger, 
since 2015, and the Los Feliz Ledger 
since 2005. She holds a Master’s De-
gree from the University of Southern 
California’s Annenberg School for 
Communication and Journalism (her 

theses was on local community newspaper development) 
as well as a B.A., also from USC, in Broadcast Journal-
ism. Prior to starting the Ledger newspapers, Allison 
wrote for the Los Angeles Times, the Larchmont Chronicle 
and other publications. She has lived in the neighbor-
hoods of Hancock Park, Oxford Square and Los Feliz 
and has served as a vestry and school board member for 
St. James Episcopal Church and school, on the board of 
the Ebell of Los Angeles, as a local Big Sunday Captain 
and a long-time member of the Larchmont Babysitting 
Co-Op. Allison has two grown sons who, after graduat-
ing from Loyola High School, now attend Georgetown 
University and Boston College.

ERIN HICKEY Erin joined the Larch-
mont Ledger family in March 2015. 
Previously, she worked as a freelancer, 
writing for FLOOD Magazine and co-
py-editing for Rare Bird Books, J. 
Ryan Stradal, and 826LA. In college, 
she was managing editor of her school 

paper, the Union Weekly. A native Angeleno, Erin enjoys 
window-shopping on Larchmont Boulevard and pro-
sciutto sandwiches from Larchmont Village Wine.

STEVE MEEK Steve Meek is one of our 
newest advertising reps. He published 
the Los Feliz & Silver Lake Community 
Guide and Hollywood Community 
Guide for 13 years. When he’s not pro-
moting the arts, you may find him, oc-
casionally, on the boards as an actor, or 

narrating a documentary. He enjoys tennis and karaoke 
(though he doesn’t need the machine to sing). If you ask 
him nicely, he may sing Neil Diamond at your daughter 
or son’s wedding.  

TIFFANY SIMS has been the graphic 
designer for the Ledger newspapers 
since 2007. She has a BFA in Graphic 
Design from UCLA. While she cur-
rently lives in the Valley, she has owned 
a triplex in Silver Lake since 2003. She 
enjoys going to flea markets, DIY 

home improvement projects and fixing up vintage travel 
trailers.

KATY TIPTON Katy is the advertising 
account coordinator for the Ledger. 
She likes to spend time with her hus-
band and 2 boys, ages 10 and 12, 
watching their baseball games, going 
to the beach and discovering new fun 
places to go around the “hood.” She 

also loves to travel when she can, sailing holidays being 
her favorite!
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2,700 Trees to Be Trimmed in Local Districts
By Michael Aushenker, Ledger Contributing Writer

The city has set aside 
$4.5 million for tree trim-
ming during 2017 and 2018, 
including in local neighbor-
hoods. 

“The goal is to trim about 
a combined 2,700 trees in 
[Los Angeles City] Council 
Districts 4 and 13 for fis-
cal year 2017-18,” said Paul 

Gomez, a spokesperson for 
Los Angeles Dept. of Public 
Works.

As of press time, no spe-
cific locations for such work 
within the districts, or a time 
frame, had yet been sched-
uled, according to Gomez. 

Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti originally proposed 

over $7 million of his $9.2 
billion city budget for fis-
cal year 2017-2018 toward 
tree-trimming in Los Ange-
les’ 15 council districts. But 
ultimately, the figure was re-
duced. 

The city’s 2017-2018 fis-
cal year runs from July 1, 
2017 until June 30, 2018.

[STREET LEVEL]

Locals Happy on Olympics’ return
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

Last month, the International Olympic Committee an-
nounced Los Angeles will host either the 2024 or 2028 Sum-
mer Olympic Games. How do you feel about the Olympics 

returning to Los Angeles?

“I think it’s 
awesome and 
if it’s able to 
leave a possible 
lasting impres-
sion on the 

city, that’ll be a great oppor-
tunity to share our culture 
with the world.” – Ross G., 
outside bluemercury on 
Larchmont

“I think it’s 
cool. I always 
wanted to go 
to the Olym-
pics, but [get-
ting to them 

requires a lot of travel] plan-
ning. So if it’s local... Plus, 
I’m from Maryland and we 
have a proud tradition of 
Olympic athletes.” – Julie L., 
outside bluemercury on 
Larchmont

“I think it’s go-
ing to be awe-
some. Finan-
cially, it’s 
going to be less 
stressful for us 

than other cities that have 
hosted recently. I went to 
some of the Special Olympics 
events a couple years ago and 
that would be great to experi-
ence again.” – Julia M., out-

side Diptyque on Larch-
mont 

“I think it will 
be really cool 
and it’ll bring 
in a lot of fun 
for young peo-
ple. There will 

be lots of club events and hot 
athletes [to meet]. Overall 
though, I think it’ll be great 
for the economy.” 
– Porcelain B., outside 
Larchmont Beauty Supply 
on Larchmont

“I’m of two 
minds. I un-
derstand it’s 
good for local 
businesses and 
bringing atten-

tion to the city, but I drive on 
the 405 now and don’t want 
to imagine how much worse 
it will be.” – Mike F., outside 
Hardwear on Larchmont

“That’s great 
for the city, 
but I don’t 
think it’ll be 
financially via-
ble.” – Sal H., 

outside Sam’s Bagels on 
Larchmont 

Lawsuit Filed to Open Beachwood Gate
to Hollywood Sign
By Allison B. Cohen

GRIFFITH PARK—Three en-
tities filed a new lawsuit July 
18th in Los Angeles Superior 
Court against the city of Los 
Angeles demanding it re-
open a popular access point 
at the end of Beachwood 
Canyon Drive leading to the 
iconic Hollywood Sign.

Attorneys for plaintiffs 
Friends of Griffith Park, the 
Griffith J. Griffith Chari-
table Trust and the Los Fe-
liz Oaks Homeowners As-
soc. claim in the 12-page 
filing the city violated state 
and city law and ordinances, 
various community plans 
and the California Environ-
mental Quality Act, known 

as CEQA, when it closed the 
gate as part of a legal settle-
ment with the Sunset Ranch 
Stables, who had claimed that 
hordes of tourists, hikers and 
pedestrians—seeking to hike 
the Hollyridge Trail to the 
sign—had trespassed on their 
property, negatively affecting 
their business.

In that ruling, Judge 
Elizabeth Feffer ordered the 
gate closed but for the city to 
provide public access to the 
Hollyridge Trail at a location 
as close as practical.

In response, the city shut-
tered the gate April 18th and 
chose to redirect pedestrians 
to another park entrance at 

Bronson Canyon, located at 
the end of Canyon Drive, 
about 2 1/2 miles away. 

The lawsuit states the 
city acted improperly in its 
actions in a variety of ways 
including that by closing the 
gate, it gave public land to a 
commercial entity and that 
any decision to close access 
to the park had to be deter-
mined publicly by the Los 
Angeles Dept. of Recreation 
and Parks Commission and 
possibly by the Los Angeles 
City Council. 

In redirecting cars of pe-
destrians to the Bronson Can-
yon entrance, the new suit 

See LAWSUIT, pg 7 >

LAMOTH Hosts Complimentary 
Theater Workshop

Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust will host Voic-
es of History, a theater workshop  for students grades 7th 
through 12th. Students will interview Holocaust Survivors 
and work with theater mentors to write, direct, and act in 
scenes inspired by the survivors’ experiences. The workshop 
will be taught by improvisational theater instructor Abby 
Kohl. August 7th – 11th from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Program is 
free of charge. Apply at lamoth.com.
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Metro DayCation: Long Beach
By Juliet Bennett Rylah, Ledger Contributing Writer

Welcome to Metro Day-
cation, our series exploring 
Los Angeles’s Metro system, 
presenting a host of enter-

tainment and cultural oppor-
tunities, all located within 
one mile of a Metro stop. 
This month, we explore Long 
Beach. 

GET THERE: From the Metro 
Red or Purple lines, head to 

the 7th Street/Metro Center 
station. Transfer to the Metro 
Blue Line towards Long Beach 
and get off at the Downtown 
Long Beach station.

BReAKFAsT

Recreational Coffee
237 Long Beach Boulevard, Ste. A
562-436-4954
recreationalcoffee.com

Recreational Coffee was 
Long Beach’s first third-wave 
coffee shop when it opened in 
October of 2015. This is where 
you go if you want a damn fine 
cup of coffee or espresso, or 
something entirely unique. Order 
chocolate cappuccinos, iced 
coffee with hops, or the iced 
Basilfruit—a concoction that 
pairs iced coffee—they don’t 
do coldbrew—with basil and 
grapefruit. Food is available and 
may include sandwiches, vegan 
donuts, pastries, yogurt parfaits 
and other items suitable for 
breakfast or lunch. 

DoLy’s Delectables 
245 E Broadway
562-435-9400
dolysdelectables.com

DoLy’s Delectables, so named 
for owners Julie Do and Son Ly, 
specializes in French pastries 
and coffee. Every day, they bake 
fresh a variety of goods, including 
cupcakes, brownies, muffins, 
tarts, cookies, bread puddings, 
croissants and more. For those 
who prefer savory breakfast 
fare, they also offer omelette 
sandwiches, breakfast burritos, 

oatmeal, yogurt and other items 
that’ll energize you for your day 
of exploration.  

ARTs & CUlTURe 

Art Exchange Gallery
356 E 3rd Street
562-567-7278
artexchangelongbeach.org

Art Exchange Long Beach is 
a gallery, event space and 
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SETTING THE STANDARD IN  
RESIDENTIAL SECURITY

24/7 ARMED PATROL & RESPONSE
• Locally owned & operated by retired LAPD Supervisors
• 
• a
• Responds to all alarm monitoring companies

Call us today (866) 357-1772  •  www.ssa-securitygroup.com

Protecting Los Angeles  
Neighborhoods Since 1991

community center where people 
can learn about and make art. 
The gallery is free to enter and 
always has something interesting 
to see—their most recent show is 
Lun*na Menoh’s “A Ring Around 
the Collar,” which humorously 
puts formerly pristine white 
collars, now soiled, on display 
via paintings and sculpture. 
Stroll around to the back to see 
a photograph of the historic 
building when it was still The 
National Cash Register Company. 

Garage Theater
251 E 7th Street
562 433 8337

For over 15 years, Garage Theater 
has been bringing new and 
experimental works to Long 
Beach. The non-profit theater is 
small, accommodating only about 
30 guests per show, but they work 
hard to stage a handful of diverse 
plays each year. 

lUnCh

Beachwood BBQ & Brewing
210 E 3rd Street
562 436 4020
beachwoodbbq.com

Beachwood BBQ has some 
seriously delicious barbecue, 
and it doesn’t hurt that they also 
have a solid list of craft beers on 
tap. Those with intense appetites 
can choose from options like 
brisket, baby back ribs and tri-tip 
pastrami with sides including 
fried green tomatoes, creamed 
spinach and blue cheese grits. 
Those looking for lighter fare 
might try a sandwich—like the 
lamb burger or the buffalo sloppy 
joe—or a salad. Indoor and 
outdoor seating are available. 
The kitchen’s open Tuesday 
through Sunday from 11:30 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. while the bar winds 
down around 11 p.m. Closed 
Mondays. 

George’s Greek Cafe
135 Pine Avenue
562 437 1184
georgesgreekcafe.com

Though George’s Greek Cafe has 
multiple locations, they consider 
this one—less than a five-minute 
walk from the Metro station—to 
be their flagship outpost. Lunch 
includes a variety of dips and 
pita, gyro, falafel, halloumi, 
salads, soups, souvlaki and more. 
Outdoor seating is available, and 
they also have a full bar. Open 
daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. If 
you’re having a late lunch or early 
dinner, you can take advantage of 
their daily happy hour from 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. 

shoPPinG

The Dark Art Emporium
256 Elm Avenue
562 612 1118
darkartemporium.com

Where else in Long Beach can 
you buy an authentic human 
skull? The Dark Art Emporium 
proudly caters to the “strange 
and unusual,” offering a macabre 
collection of books, art and decor. 
Bizarre taxidermy, dolls that 
seem like they must be haunted, 
mounted bat skeletons and other 
curiosities line the shelves. The 
space also contains a gallery, 
where eerie art is displayed. 
If your rumpus room needs a 
portrait of Karloff’s Frankenstein, 
this is the shop for you. 

MADE by Millworks
240 Pine Avenue
562 584 6233
madebymillworks.com

MADE by Millworks is where 
shoppers can purchase locally 
made clothes, accessories, home 
goods, pantry items, bath and 
body products and more. With 
over 150 brands on display at a 
given time, you never know what 
you might pick up here. Hours 
are Monday through Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Friday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
and Sundays from noon to 6 p.m.

enTeRTAinMenT

Aquarium of the Pacific 
100 Aquarium Way
562 590 3100
aquariumofthepacific.org

This large aquarium offers a 
rare chance to view a vast array 
of marine life, including fish, 
sea horses, frogs, turtles, sea 
lions and penguins. In total, 
there are some 11,000 animals 
from 500 different species—in 
particular, those that call the 
Pacific Ocean home. In addition 
to the indoor galleries, there’s 
an outdoor Shark Lagoon where 
guests may gently touch bamboo 
and epaulette sharks. Birds can 
be found in an aviary called 

the Lorikeet Forest. Admission 
typically begins at $29.95/adult 
and $17.95/child, and open hours 
are usually daily from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. However, on select nights 
throughout the year, hours 
are extended and discounted 
tickets are available. Check the 
aquarium’s website for specific 
dates and more details. 

DinneR

Great Society Cider & Mead
601 E Broadway
562 270 5625
greatsocietycider.com

Great Society may have an 
extensive tap list, but instead of 
beers, it focuses on ciders and 
meads. It’s also a great place 
to have a casual dinner, with or 
without a crisp pint. The menu 

includes burgers, charcuterie, 
and flavorful apps like baked 
mac & cheese and crispy brussels 
sprouts. Happy hour, which runs 
Tuesday through Friday from 4:30 
p.m. to 7 p.m., features deals on 
bar bites and $4.50 ciders and 
beers and $5/6 cider cocktails. 
Open for dinner Tuesday through 
Sunday, and brunch, lunch, and 
dinner on Saturdays and Sundays. 

BO-beau Kitchen + Roof Tap
144 Pine Avenue
562 983 0056
cohnrestaurants.com/
bobeaukitchenrooftap

BO-beau serves California-French 
cuisine, and has a rooftop beer 
garden with over 50 brews on tap. 
Expect heartier French staples in 
the main dining room, while more 
casual items—including poutine, 
wings, salads and sandwiches—
can be ordered on the roof. 
During happy hour, which is daily 
from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m., get deals 
on small plates, including $2 
oysters, and drinks. 

DRinKs

Cielo Rooftop 
40 S Locust Avenue
562 983 2703
www.theskyroom.com

The Sky Room is a romantic fine 
dining restaurant with a view. 
Yet one floor above is the casual 
Cielo. Cielo boasts a view of 
downtown Long Beach and the 
Pacific Ocean, with the added 
bonus of drinks and veggie 
tacos. Several types of tequila 
and mezcal can be sampled via 
a flight or in one of their many 
specialty margaritas or cocktails. 
Beer, wine, and other spirits are 
available, too. Open on Thursday 
from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m., Friday from 
5 p.m. to 1 a.m., Saturday from 5 
p.m. to 1 a.m., and Sunday from 
4:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
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Out and About
ART

Playing With Fire: Paintings By 
Carlos Almaraz In the 1970s and 
1980s, Carlos Almaraz was one 
of Los Angeles’ most influential 
artists. He began his career with 
political works for the cause of 
farm workers and would go onto 
create vivid pastels inspired by 
California life. These colorful 
works were alternately dreamlike 
and nightmarish, with a recurring 
motif of cars speeding down 
highways while ablaze. This is the 
first major retrospective of the 
iconic Chicano artist who died of 
AIDS in 1989 at the age of 48. Free 
with museum admission. LACMA, 
Sun. August 6th through Tue. 
December 3rd. 5905 Wilshire Blvd. 
Info: (323) 857-6010, lacma.org

BooKs

Quar Brown Photographer Brown’s 
new book Skin Storiez is an 

engaging photo and interview 
book. Brown chatted with 26 
celebrities about their body art 
and what inspired it and then 
photographed each interviewee’s 
tattoos. Brown will discuss and 
sign the book. Free. Barnes and 
Noble at the Grove, Tue. August 
8th, 7 p.m. 189 The Grove Drive. 
Information: (323) 525-0270, 
barnesandnoble.com

FilM

E.T. the Extraterrestrial Stephen 
Spielberg’s sci-fi fairytale turns 35 
this summer. E.T. is the classic tale 
of a space alien who is accidental-
ly stranded in a California suburb 
and the ten-year-old boy who helps 
him “phone home.” This screening 

is presented as part of Street Food 
Cinema and will feature a musical 
performance from indie pop band 
Dutch Party before the screening. 
Tickets start at $6. Park Center, 
Griffith Park, Sat. August 5th, 
doors open at 5:30 p.m.; music 
begins at 6:30 p.m., movie begins 
at 8:30 p.m. 4670 Crystal Springs 
Dr. Info: streetfoodcinema.com

Secret Honor Cinefamily closes 
their “Impeach The President: 
Watergate on Film” series with 
Robert Altman’s 1984 gem Secret 
Honor. Legendary character 
actor Philip Baker Hall stars as 
disgraced ex-president Richard 
Nixon, taking belts from a bottle 
of whiskey and delivering a 
paranoid monologue into a tape 
recorder. Hall is the only actor 
in the whole 90-minute film and 
his performance is absolutely 
riveting. After the screening, Hall 
will sit in conversation with Sam 
Fragoso, the host of the Talk 
Easy podcast. Tickets are $14. 

Cinefamily at the Silent Movie 
Theater, Tue. August 1st, 7:30 p.m. 
611 N Fairfax Ave. Information: 
cinefamily.org

Cinespia 7th Annual Movies All 
Night Every year, Cinespia spends 
one full night in the graveyard 
with a themed slate of movies 
that go until roughly the break of 
dawn. This year’s “sleep over” is 
themed around stoner comedies. 
The night kicks off with the Coen 
Brothers’ drugged out noir classic 
The Big Lebowski then continues 
with a midnight screening of 
the 1998 Dave Chappelle vehicle 
Half Baked and closes with Terry 
Gilliam’s adaptation of Hunter S. 
Thompson’s infamous bad trip 
to Sin City, Fear and Loathing In 
Las Vegas. The whole program 

is expected to end at 4:20 a.m. 
Tickets are $20. Hollywood 
Forever Cemetery, Sat. August 
12th, gates at 7:15 p.m., films start 
at 9 p.m. 6000 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Information: cinespia.org

MUsiC

Chick Corea Elektric Band & Béla 
Fleck and The Flecktones For one 

night only the Wiltern is Wilshire 
Boulevard’s best jazz club, as 
two masters of the genre take 
the stage. Chick Corea helped 
invent jazz fusion as a member of 
Miles Davis’ band and has since 
gone on to become one of the 
greatest jazz pianists of all time. 
Since 1998, banjo player Béla 
Fleck and his band the Flecktones 
have created a truly original 
American sound by blending jazz 
and bluegrass. Tickets start at 
$35. The Wiltern, Sun. August 
20th, 7 p.m. 3790 Wilshire Blvd. 
Information: wiltern.com

Lindsey Buckingham & Christine 
McVie Two fifths of Fleetwood 
Mac take the stage at the Greek. 
Lindsey Buckingham/Christine 
McVie is the first time these two 

members of the iconic band have 
recorded an album on their own 
(although they had a bit of help 
from the Mac’s rhythm section) 
and was intended as a way for 
McVie to stretch her creative 
muscle after a brief retirement 
from music. The duo will perform 
songs from the record as well 
as Fleetwood Mac hits. Greek 
Theatre, Wed. August 2nd, 7:30 
p.m. 2700 N. Vermont Ave. 
Information: (323) 665-5857, 
lagreektheatre.com 

BooKs

Peter Moruzzi Moruzzi’s 
new book, Greetings from 
Los Angeles, is a unique L.A. 
travel guide. Moruzzi uses 
postcards, brochures, old photos, 
advertisements and other 
historical documents to trace the 
history of Los Angeles from dusty 
pueblo to entertainment capital of 
the world in the mid-20th century. 
The book visits such destinations 
as Disneyland, Marineland of 
the Pacific, Googie coffee shops 
and backyard oil wells. Moruzzi 
will discuss and sign the book. 
Free. La Luz de Jesus Gallery, 
Sat. August 19th, 7 p.m. 4633 
Hollywood Blvd. Information: 
(323) 666-7667. laluzdejesus.com

TheATeR

Honky Tonk Laundry In this 
new musical by Roger Bean a 
Nashville laundromat becomes 
the city’s hottest honky-tonk. 
When Wishy Washy Washateria 
owner Lana Mae Hopkins hires 
Katie Lane Murphy to help at the 
laundromat they find themselves 
mixing suds with good ol’ 
fashioned revenge against the 
men who’ve done ‘em wrong. 
The show features songs made 
famous by country legends like 
Reba McEntire, Patsy Cline and 
Loretta Lynn. Tickets start at $45. 

Hudson Theatre Fri. August 11th 
to Sun., September 17th. 6539 
Santa Monica Blvd. Info: (323) 
960-7780, hudsontheatre.com

FooD AnD DRinK

A Tex-Mex BBQ On The Ol’ Ebell 
Ranch It wouldn’t be summer 
without a good old country 
barbecue! The Ebell kitchen will 
prepare a rip roarin’ cookout with 
brisket, baby back ribs, mesquite-
grilled chicken, a corn on the cob 
bar, plenty of fixin’s and of course 
an ice cream sundae bar. If you’re 
over 21 you can also enjoy adult 
beverages like margaritas and 
sangria. Ye haw! Tickets start at 
$35. The Ebell of Los Angeles, 
Fri. August 11th, 5:30 p.m. 743 
S. Lucerne Blvd. Information: 
ebelleventtickets.com

CoMeDy

Big Terrific In 2008, comedians 
Gabe Liedman, Jenny Slate, and 
Max Silvestri teamed up to create 
a new weekly comedy show called 
Big Terrific. Since then, Big Terrific 
has become a Brooklyn institution 
showcasing rising comedy talent. 
Now the comedy trio’s bringing 
the Big Terrific experience to the 
West Coast. Tickets: $30. Largo 
at the Coronet, Sat. August 26th, 
8:30 p.m. 366 N. La Cienega Blvd. 
Information: largo-la.com

CoMMUniTy

Baby’s Sleepy Story Time Parents, 
bring your tiny tots 2 years old 
and younger to the library for 
a 15 minute story and lullaby. 
Check out some board books and 
then take your little one home to 
slumber. Free. Wilshire Branch 
Library, Monday August 7th and 
Monday August 14th, 6 p.m. 149 
N. Saint Andrews Pl. Information: 
(323) 957-4550, lapl.com 

CALENDAr

Carlos Almaraz’s 1984 painting Crash in Phthalo Green is featured as part of LACMA’s Playing With Fire: Paintings By 
Carlos Almaraz.

Béla Fleck and the Flecktones take the Wiltern stage with jazz legend Chick Corea August 20th.
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Avalon Wilshire Now Surveilling 
Nearby Problem Park
By Michael Aushenker, Ledger Contributing Writer

The management of the 
Avalon Wilshire apartments 
is currently installing security 
cameras to monitor an adja-
cent community park, ac-
cording to La Brea Hancock 
Homeowners Assoc. Presi-
dent Barbara Savage. The 
security is due to complaints 
by some that the park has 
become a hotbed of loitering 

by drug users and other tran-
sients.

Recently, the Avalon 
had became a source of ire 
among some locals claiming 
the building’s management 
had failed to honor an agree-
ment—signed in April—with 
the homeowners’ association 
that it would upkeep security 
at the park, which spans two 
blocks from S. Orange Drive 
to S. Citrus Avenue behind the 
apartment complex located at 
5115 Wilshire Boulevard.

The agreement had called 
for Avalon to provide 24-hour 
security camera surveillance 
and for a guard patrol at two-
hour intervals.

“They were supposed to 
[install cameras] within 90 
days,” of signing the agree-
ment, said Savage. “[Avalon 
Wilshire] should be monitor-
ing the park, keeping it free 
from loiterers and drug users.” 

According to some neigh-
boring residents, problems at 
the park have been ongoing. 
Two years ago, people were 
manufacturing methamphet-
amines in a home nearby on 
Highland Avenue, which 
encouraged area car break-
ins and drug smoking in the 

park, Savage said.
Such activity produced 

headaches for homeowners 
such as Alex Holmes, a re-
tired athlete now running a 
digital media company who 
owns a home at the end of a 
cul-de-sac at the park. 

Holmes said he experi-
enced trouble soon after a 
remodel of his S. Mansfield 

Avenue home, which he pur-
chased in 2014. According to 
Holmes, his home was bur-
glarized shortly after the re-
model was completed. 

“There were always peo-
ple hanging out,” at the park, 
he said. They were “the guys 
... involved in my burglary.”

Holmes, formerly a Mi-
ami Dolphins and St. Louis 
Rams tight end, was hit hard. 

“I had a lot of memora-
bilia that was taken [and un-
recovered],” he said. 

According to Holmes, 
police arrested the burglars 
and informed him the men 
had been squatting at and 
operating out of an Avalon 
Wilshire apartment. 

“There’s a lot less activity 
since they busted those guys a 
couple of years ago but there’s 
still no security,” Holmes 
said. 

According to Avalon 
Wilshire’s website, the build-
ing—where rent starts at 
$2,208 for one-bedroom 
units—boasts many ame-
nities, including a state-of-
the-art fitness center, spa, 
landscaped courtyard and 
pet-friendly and eco-friendly 
services. 

Two years ago, people were manufacturing 
methamphetamines in a home nearby on 
Highland Avenue, which encouraged area 

car break-ins and drug smoking in the park, 
said Barbara Savage of the La Brea Hancock 

Homeowners Assoc.

claims the city did so without 
evaluating the impact of that 
decision on the residential 
neighborhood near that ac-
cess point, which, the lawsuit 
said is in violation of CEQA. 

The city’s decision, “heav-
ily burdened an adjoining 
neighborhood, with added 
traffic, dust, noise [and] det-
riment to wildlife,” attorneys 
Mitchell Tsia and Mike Gatto 
wrote in the pleading. 

The document also 
claims the city violated open 
meeting laws in deciding to 
close the gate and the office 
of the Los Angeles City At-
torney, “acted in excess of his 
authority,” to do so in a settle-
ment with the stables. 

The city, decades ago, 
entered into an agreement 
with the stables guaranteeing 
the ranch the right to use the 
public trailhead in perpetu-
ity for access to its privately 
owned, two-acre parcel in-
side Griffith Park. There is no 

other way to access the ranch 
from public roads.

The issue of public access 
through this particular gate 
into Griffith Park has been 

ongoing, with homeowners 
saying their neighborhood of 
narrow streets without side-
walks has been overrun by 
cars and pedestrians seeking 
to get near the sign. Many of 
them have cited safety issues 
as well as crude and reckless 
behavior by some driving and 
walking in the neighborhood 
as a reason to close the gate. 

Meanwhile, a number 
of others, like the petitioners 

in the latest legal action and 
some other Beachwood Can-
yon locals are demanding that 
no access point into Griffith 
Park ever be shuttered, cit-

ing Griffith’s mandate when 
donating the land to the city: 
that the park should remain 
freely accessible to everyone.

This is now the third law-
suit that has been filed against 
the city regarding the issue of 
the Beachwood gate. 

For his part, Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu, who oversees Griffith 
Park as well as Beachwood 

See LAWSUIT, pg 8 >

LAWSUIT, from pg 3 >

For his part, Los Angeles City Councilmember 
David Ryu, who oversees Griffith Park as 

well as Beachwood Canyon, expressed 
disappointment over the new lawsuit. 
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Locals Seek Traffic Calming Along 6th Street
By Michael Aushenker & Allison Cohen

According to locals, bad 
accidents—including vehicles 
spinning onto residential streets 
and property—have been on 
the rise along 6th Street at the 
intersections of Orange Drive 
and Sycamore, Mansfield and 
Citrus avenues, and attempts to 
acquire more signage or imple-
ment a so-called “road diet” to 
reduce traffic stress have fallen 

on deaf ears.
“We have been begging 

the [Los Angeles] Dept. of 
Transportation and [Council 
District 4 Los Angeles City 
Councilmember David Ryu] 
to help us but they are very 
slow,” said La Brea Hancock 
Homeowners Assoc. President 
Barbara Savage. “Unfortu-
nately, there’s at least two ac-
cidents per week on Sixth and 
Orange due to poor signage 
and overgrown city trees.” 

According to Savage, 
there was one “horrible acci-
dent” in May when a driver 
was broadsided. 

“[The driver’s car] spun 
and wound up in my neigh-
bor’s yard,” said Savage. Ac-
cording to Savage, the driver 
suffered an injury as she 
“crashed in a brick wall be-

tween a stop sign and a tree.”
Savage said she believes 

Metro’s Purple Line construc-
tion along Wilshire Boule-
vard between Western and La 
Brea is most likely “the cul-
prit” for the neighborhood’s 
exacerbation of traffic.

Brad Jewett, a five-year 
resident and vice-president 
of the area’s homeowner’s as-

sociation, said traffic along 
6th has always been terrible 
but accidents have notably in-
creased in the last two years.

According to Jewett, ten-
sions seem to rise as cars back 
up for blocks on 6th during 
rush hour. Drivers, he said, 
are trying to dart around the 
stalled traffic, which is lead-
ing to accidents. 

“They see open road to 
Highland [Avenue] ... [and] 
they hit the gas.”

According to Jewett, the 
situation has caused cars to 
“peek out from traffic [and 
then] they collide and they 
go spinning through the in-
tersection or the sidewalk or 
someone’s fence.”

Jewett, who has young 
children, said many families 
live nearby.

“I’m not a fearful person 
but I’m afraid every time I 
walk across [intersections] 
with my kids,” he said.

He described the situa-
tion as a pedestrian casualty 
waiting to happen.

“If anyone is walking by 
there at that moment, they’re 
toast. There’s no chance of 
surviving that. It’s really just 

a matter [of] time until it’s 
someone in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. Someone 
is going to get killed and it’s 
not going to be someone in 
the car,” he said.

According to data out 
of University of California 
at Berkeley, there were 12 
reported accidents on that 
stretch of 6th Street from 
2013 to 2016, the last year 
data were available. 

No deaths occurred in 
those collisions, just injuries. 
According to the data, most 
of the collisions involved one 
car trying to make a turn in 
the intersection and being 
broadsided by another vehi-
cle. Alcohol was not a factor 
in any of the accidents, ac-
cording to the statistics.

Five accidents occurred 

during that timeframe for 6th 
Street and Highland, followed 
closely with four accidents on 
Orange. The 6th Street inter-
section at Citrus had two such 
accidents; Sycamore had one 
and there were none reported 
at 6th and Mansfield, accord-
ing to Berkeley’s data.

According to Estevan 
Montemayor, a spokesper-

son for Councilmember 
Ryu, public safety along the 
stretch of 6th Street is one of 
the councilmember’s top pri-
orities, but addressing such 
a complex nexus of residen-
tial, commuter and Museum 
Row-related traffic, he said, 
will take time.

“We want to take all 
community input into con-
sideration and get the fix 
right,” said Montemayor in 
an email.

According to Montemay-
or, potential solutions include 
lengthening existing left-
hand turn pockets and creat-
ing new ones and improving 
crosswalks and lengthening 
red curbs, pending the results 
of a planned Los Angeles 
Dept. of Transportation traf-
fic study.

According to Brad Jewett, of the La Brea Hancock Homeowners Assoc., tensions 
seem to rise as cars back up for blocks on 6th during rush hour. Drivers, he said, 

are trying to dart around the stalled traffic, which is leading to accidents. 

Canyon, expressed disappoint-
ment over the new lawsuit. 

Previously, he has said he 
and his staff have held count-
less meetings with stakehold-
ers to find a compromise to 
the issue. 

“However, opposing 
views and constant litigation 
and has kept the city from 
moving forward on long-term 
solutions for our neighbor-
hoods and a better experi-
ence for park users,” he said 
through his spokesperson 
Estevan Montemayor. “This 
subject has pitted neighbor-
hood against neighborhood, 
which has only worsened over 
the last few years.”

According to the state-
ment, Ryu is “disappointed 
that instead of working with 
the city to find common 
ground, another piece of liti-
gation has been filed which 
will create more uncertainty 
about the future of park ac-
cess and neighborhood relief.”

Recently, a Beachwood 
resident and former civil engi-
neer said he has come up with 
a way to have public access 
near the closed gate without 
impeding on Sunset Ranch’s 
property, while some residents 
from another neighborhood, 
called Wonder View—about 
four miles west of Beachwood 
Canyon—say that since the 
gate closure their neighbor-
hood has also been overrun 
with tourists hoping to get 
near the Hollywood Sign. 
Read those stories online at 
larchmontledgerla.com

LAWSUIT, from pg 7 >
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Upgrading your 
appliances can lower
your energy bill.

Visit SaveEnergyLA.org for 
qualifying products and rebates.

Mammoth Skull Discovered Under Wilshire La Brea Metro Stop Now on View
By Juliet Bennett Rylah, Ledger Contributing Writer

This summer, guests to 
the La Brea Tar Pits and Mu-
seum will have the opportu-
nity to watch paleontologists 
prepare a mammoth skull, 
discovered during excavation 
of the Wilshire and La Brea 
Metro station. 

Experts believe the skull 
dates to the Pleistocene era, 
as that’s when these crea-
tures first appeared in North 
America. 

According to Tar Pits As-
sistant Curator and Excavation 
Site Director Emily Lindsay, 
oftentimes only partial skulls 
or single tusks are found, but 
this one “is a complete skull 
with both tusks, which is a 
pretty remarkable find.” 

Also unique, said Lind-
say, is that the skull once be-

longed to a young mammoth, 
between 6 to 8 years old. Visi-
tors will be able to compare it 
to a tusk that once belonged 
to an adult mammoth, be-
lieved to have been about 45 
years old.

“Mammoths and el-
ephants have long life spans, 
like humans. They spend 
most of their time being fully 
grown, so it’s sort of unusual 
to see a baby,” Lindsay said. 
“It’s really striking how dif-
ferent they are. [The adult 
tusk] is huge, so comparing 
the size of that with the size 
of the skull and tusks on the 
baby mammoth gives you 
perspective.”

It’s also fortuitous that 
the skull has made its way to 
the Tar Pits. 

According to Linsday, 
the best time to see the pale-
ontologists in action is Satur-
days and Sundays, when they 
will be working on the skull, 
either cleaning it or repairing 
any broken areas. But guests 
will be able to view the skull 
every day, and there’s always 
something going on behind 
the glass. 

“The Fossil Lab operates 
361 days a year and always 
has researchers and paleontol-
ogists in there preparing ma-
terials that we find, because 
we excavate every day and we 
are sending over fossils of our 
own,” Lindsay said. 

Visitors may also see scien-

tists using a 3-D printer to scan 
and print fossil materials. 

The Tar Pits have un-
earthed 5 million fossils to 
date, including over 4,000 
direwolves and over 2,000 
sabre-toothed cats. As such, 
Linsday said it’s unlikely that 
further Metro excavation will 
turn up anything they haven’t 
seen before. However, there is 
one potential find that would 
excite her. 

“The one thing that 
would be really unique and 
would tell us something re-
ally new would be if we were 
to find bones of these extinct 
mammals that have evidence 
of human impact on them,” 

she said. “So, say something 
that had been butchered by 
humans or hunted by hu-
mans, because that tells us 
that humans and these ex-
tinct big animals definitely 
overlapped, and it gives us 
some clue as to why they may 

have gone extinct.”
The mammoth skull will 

remain in the lab at least 
through early September, 
eventually ending up at the 
Natural History Museum. 
The La Brea Tar Pits and 
Museum is located at 5801 

Wilshire Boulevard. Hours 
are daily from 9:30 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Access to the Fossil Lab is 
included with museum admis-
sion, which begins at $12 for 
adults, $9 for students and 
seniors, and $5 for children.
Parking is $12. 

The skull of a juvenile mammoth, discovered during excavation for the Metro 
Purple Line. Photo Courtesy of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County.
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1146 N. Vermont Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90029
www.DanceRefuge.com
310-293-9071

DANCE 
REFUGE
HIP HOP DANCE STUDIO
Adults and Kid Classes 
Hip Hop & Bboying 
Beginner & Intermediate
Open Sessions

Skylight Theater’s The Devil’s Wife Pits Good vs. Evil 
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

When you enter Skylight 
Theatre to see The Devil’s 
Wife, you know you’re in 
for an unusual theater ex-
perience. The Victorian set 
featuring antique furniture, 
flickering chandeliers, and 
an ornate central door creates 
an eerie atmosphere, which is 
enhanced by a fog creating a 
foreboding aura of evil.

Tom Jacobson’s macabre 
drama is a tale of lust, jealousy 
and greed set in a traditional 
world where men dominate 
and custom requires that the 
eldest sister must marry be-
fore her younger sisters can 
find love. The story, loosely 
based on an Italian folktale, 
is darkly comedic.

The timeframe for the 
story is mid-19th century. 
Three sisters dressed in som-
ber black mourning attire 
have just returned from their 
father’s burial. They are faced 

with dire poverty and wonder 
how they will survive. Their 
inherited 33,000-acre estate 
has become worthless due to 
drought and an infestation of 
locusts. 

Enter Nicolas Mastema, 
a handsome but sinister at-
torney (Everette Wallin). 
Dressed in black with red 
gloves, he is the personifi-
cation of the devil. Unbe-
knownst to the sisters, he is a 
serial monogamist ala Black-
beard of fairy tale fame. To 
provide for the sisters’ secu-
rity, he offers to marry Bo-
nita, the eldest (Mariel Neto) 
in exchange for a dowry of 
1/3 of their land. Although 
she expresses reluctance, Bo-
nita agrees to the marriage, 
but she finds excuses not to 
consummate the deal. Her 
husband gives her free reign 
to explore his house with 
the caveat to never open the 

forbidden door to the cellar. 
Naturally, this prohibition is 
too tempting, and she ulti-
mately succumbs, falling into 
an abyss.

It now falls to Dulce, the 
second sister, (Alana Dietze) 
to marry the attorney. She is 
filled with lust, but the temp-
tation of the forbidden door 
proves to be too strong. Sofia, 
the youngest, but more intel-
lectual sister (Caro Zeller), 
is now in line to marry the 
creepy attorney. Unlike her 
sisters, she has different ideas 
about how to handle him. She 
expresses her power by wield-
ing a large stick, rending the 
air and pounding the floor.

Ultimately this is an al-
legory, questioning the ex-
istence of evil. The Devil’s 
character explains that Hell 
is created to give people their 
hearts’ desires, but perdition 
is forever. 

This is also a tale of fe-
male empowerment at a time 
when women did not have 
much control over their des-
tinies. 

Director Eric Hoff sets a 
face pace, and the action pulls 
the audience through the play 
wondering if evil will win 
the day. Jeff McLaughlin’s 

lighting design and sound 
by Christopher Moscatiello 
add to the drama’s ambience. 
Adult content.

The Devil’s Wife runs 
through August 27th, Sat-
urdays at 8:30 p.m.; 3 p.m. 
Skylight Theatre 1816 ½ N. 
Vermont.  $15-$39. (213)761-
7061 or SylightTix.com.

Mariel Neto, Caro Zeller and Alana Dietz portray the three sisters Bonita, Sofia 
and Dulce. Photo by Ed Krieger. 

We are here to help maintain your wellness 
and look forward to seeing you soon.

Come relax and unwind with us this Summer.

Offering Massage, 
Acupuncture, Chiropractic

and Reiki treatments.

414 N. Larchmont Blvd
323-461-7876

Follow us @hlnghands
www.healinghandswc.com

The 137-page plan is also 
in keeping with the city’s pre-
viously approved Mobility 
Plan 2035, which seeks to re-
make major streets through-
out Los Angeles as more pe-
destrian and bicycle friendly 
and by creating more public 
plazas and spaces.

The plan—which cov-
ers all 25 square miles of 
Hollywood and a portion of 
Hancock Park and Melrose 
Hill—is expected to be final-
ized by year’s end, following 
an environmental impact re-
port due later this month.

The last time the Hol-
lywood Community Plan 
was updated was 1988. Re-
cently, Los Angeles Mayor 
Eric Garcetti set aside $3.5 
million in the city’s budget 
to update seven of the city’s 
35 total community plans 
by next year, one of which is 
Hollywood’s.

Much of the plan focuses 
on encouraging residential 
and commercial mixed-use 

development—and the relax-
ation of parking requirements 
and height restrictions—near 
the Hollywood area’s Metro 
Red Line stops.

Additionally, the plan 
calls for “protecting the ex-
isting scale and character” 
of neighborhoods, many of 
which were built the early 
part of last century.

For residential neighbor-
hoods near commercial cor-
ridors, the plan also calls for 
“height transitions” between 
the two, so site lines will not 
be jarring.

According to the plan, 
the population of the area is 
expected to increase by about 
20,000 residents—or 10% 
to an estimated 226,000 by 
2040—and the city antici-
pates some 15,000 housing 
units will be built during the 
same time frame.

To that end, the draft 
plan encourages the city to 
incentivize developers to 
build housing for all income 

PLAN, from pg 1 >

See PLAN, pg 15 >
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Some Locals Fighting Development 
on Melrose at Beachwood
By Michael Aushenker and Allison B. Cohen

An appeal has been filed 
by two entities and a third area 
home owner, regarding the Los 
Angeles City Planning Com-
mission’s approval in April of a 
mixed-used project for the cor-
ner of Beachwood Drive and 
Melrose Avenue.  

According to the appeal, 
dated June 7th, appellants 
claim the commission’s ap-
proval was “an abuse of agen-
cy discretion,” and that the 
commission failed to conduct 
an environmental review of 
the project under the Califor-
nia Environmental Quality 
Act, known as CEQA. The 
three also have taken issue 
with the height of the pro-
posed project, which exceeds 
other area’s structures at five 
stories tall, or 56 feet. The 
current neighborhood height 
limit is 45 feet.

The proposed develop-
ment, at 5570 Melrose Ave. 
and 647 N. Beachwood Dr. 
would include 52 studio 
units, a one-bedroom luxury 
rental unit and 5,500-square-
feet for commercial use on 
the ground floor. 

According to plans sub-
mitted to the Los Angeles 
City Planning Commission, 
the project will have five low-
income units. The developer 
is Crescent Capital Partners.

But Estevan Montemay-
or, spokesman for Los An-
geles Council District 4 City 

Councilmember David Ryu, 
said the councilmember is 
supportive of the proposed 
project.

“It will have a positive 
impact on the neighborhood, 
specifically increasing the 
housing stock and affordable 
units that the city so desper-

ately needs,” Montemayor 
said. “The applicant worked 
extensively with the com-
munity, including the nearby 
neighborhood association 
and neighborhood council, 
both [of whom] are support-
ive of the project.” 

However, some local 
homeowners feel the project 
was pushed through the ap-
proval pipeline without ade-
quate community outreach and 
input. They have complained 
of the proposed complex’s lim-
ited tenant parking and paucity 
of low-income units.

Tracey Clarke, one of the 
appellants, said developers 
have ignored current locals’ 
concerns. She said she and a 
group of about a dozen home-
owners, mostly along nearby 
Gower Street and Beachwood 
Drive are the most concerned.

Those are, “the two streets 

that will mostly be affected,” 
by the project she said.

According to Clarke, the 
locals want the building to 
conform to the area’s height 
restrictions and provide 
enough parking to accom-
modate tenants and those pa-
tronizing the proposed site’s 

commercial businesses. 
“What are you going to 

tell tenants who have two 
cars?” Clarke said. 

The group also wants to 
see the development’s pro-
posed rooftop pool deck 
soundproofed and a prohibi-
tion of short-term rentals.

In an effort to bring pub-
lic attention to the matter, 
the group has hired attorney 
Beth Dorris, who also worked 
on an appeal case when Para-
mount Studios sought ap-
provals in 2016 for expan-
sion. In that case, Paramount 
originally planned to install 
lighted billboards facing Mel-
rose Avenue but those plans 
were scuttled.

In the meantime, Clarke 
and other locals have created 
a Go Fund Me page to help 
offset legal costs, if necessary, 
to address the matter.

Some local homeowners feel the project was 
pushed through the approval pipeline without 

adequate community outreach and input. 

[RESTAURANT REVIEW]

Biergarten: a Lively 
Cross-Cultural Hangout
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

Larchmont Boulevard 
has plenty of charming res-
taurants, but it’s low on reg-
ular old bars. Those looking 
for a place to watch the game 
or sample some craft beers 
will need to go farther afield. 
How about a trip to Germa-
ny, by way of Korea, that’s 
just a mile away from Larch-
mont Village?

Located in a large Ko-
reatown stripmall on West-
ern Ave., the seven-year old 
Biergarten doesn’t have much 
going in the way of decor—
think woodsy paneling, long 
tables, lots of beer signs, and 
plenty of TVs. 

But with a menu full of 
Teutonic-meets-Asian mash-

ups and a fine selection of 
craft beers, it’s a handy spot 
for birthdays, friend meetups 
or indulgent happy hours. 

Whether you’re into 
peanut butter porter, amber 
cream ale or tangerine IPA, 
there’s sure to be something 
to your taste on draft. A full 
bar includes classic cock-
tails or variations like a Japa-
nese whiskey soda or custom 
boilermakers—a shot and a 
beer—with combos like bour-
bon and Pabst Blue Ribbon or 
tequila and sour Gose beer. 

Now you’ll need some 
starters. Poutine is a French-
Canadian dish, and though 
Biergarten’s lacks the tra-
ditional cheese curds, the 
French fry and gravy creation 
makes up for it by adding 
Korean galbi marinated beef. 
Edamame with garlic sauce 
are about the only remotely 
healthy thing on the menu, 
and one diner who was pre-
vious soybean-averse said 
the savory sauce made him 
change his mind. 

Are tater tots the new 
nachos? It’s entirely possi-
ble, and Biergarten’s totchos 
make a good case for loading 
up tots with chili, cheese and 
jalapenos, especially when the 
beer is flowing. 

Main courses are also on 
the hearty side, such as the 
signature Chosun burger that 
was seen on Guy Fieri’s “Din-
ers, Drive-ins, and Dives.” 
It combines a cheeseburger 
with Spam, kimchi, and as-
sorted condiments for a salty 
yet distinctive experience. 
The schnitzel katsu burger is 
more balanced—it’s not ac-
tually a burger, but a piece 
of breaded pork tenderloin 
topped with coleslaw. KFC is 

Korean fried chicken, which 
takes on a fine crispy crackle, 
though it’s not quite as flavor-
ful as fried chicken specialists 
like KyoChon. It comes with 
zippy pickled daikon.

Things get even more 
German farther down the 
menu, with pig knuckle, a 
wurst plate, and sauerkraut 
and sausage fried rice. A more 
traditional Korean dish, kim-
chi fried rice could use a bit 
more tangy kimchi flavor. A 
Korean dish called military 
soup originated during the 
Korean war, made at bases 
that cooked with American 
canned meat like Spam.

The food at Biergarten 
might not knock you off your 
feet, but it will certainly fill 
you up with combinations 
you might never have imag-
ined. And sometimes loaded 
tots, a tangerine IPA, and the 
week’s big game are all that’s 
really needed. 

Biergarten
206 N. Western Ave. 

Whether you’re into peanut butter porter, 
amber cream ale or tangerine IPA, there’s sure 

to be  something to your taste on draft.
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Page Academy
Small Class Sizes
Early Childhood - 6th Grade 
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Extended Hours 6:30am-6:30pm 
Summer Program

Hancock Park 323.463.5118 • Beverly Hills 323.272.3429 • pageacademyca.com

Our 109th Year

[STARGAZING]

Safely View the Solar Eclipse
Anthony Cook, Ledger Columnist

A solar eclipse 
will occur on 

August 21st. It will be a to-
tal eclipse for a 70-mile wide 
path that will cross the coun-
try starting at the Oregon 
coast and touching 13 other 
states, ending on the Atlantic 
coast of South Carolina. Out-
side of that path, across much 
of North and Central Ameri-
ca, the eclipse will be partial. 
At Los Angeles, the partial 
eclipse will last from 9:05 
a.m. to 11:44 p.m., and will 
reach its maximum covering 
at 10:21 a.m. At maximum 
eclipse, the uncovered part 
of the sun will be a blinding 
crescent, with the moon cov-
ering 62 percent of the sun’s 
diameter and nearly 70 per-
cent of its area.

 Do not attempt to view 
the eclipse without proper eye 
protection. There are many 
outlets that sell inexpensive 

but safe “eclipse 
shades” that reduce 
the sun’s bright-
ness by a factor of 
100,000 and also 
block invisible ul-
traviolet radiation. 
You can also proj-
ect the sun simply 
and safely by pok-
ing a small, neat 
hole in a piece of 
paper with a pin, and holding 
another piece of paper a foot 
or so away in the shadow of 
the pierced paper. Sunlight 
passing through the pinhole 
will form a tiny image of the 
eclipsed sun on the shadowed 
paper, which acts as a screen. 
Light passing through criss-
crossing tree leaves also can 
make overlapping eclipse 
images in shadows on the 
ground.

The only time and place it 
is safe to look at a solar eclipse 

without the proper protec-
tion is from the path of total-
ity, and only during the two 
minutes or so that the bright 
disk of the sun is completely 
covered by the moon.  

The moon will be full on 
the 7th, last quarter on the 
14th, new—and causing the 
solar eclipse—on the 21st, 
then first quarter on the 29th. 
It will appear close to Saturn 
on the 2nd, 29th and 30th, 
Venus on the 18th, and near 
Jupiter on the 25th and 26th.

[HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 
ROUNDUP]

A Look Ahead at Local Sports
By Mike Guardabascio, Special to the Ledger

With high school sports 
in their summer lull, we take 
a look ahead at the 2017-18 
sports season and beyond.

LOYOLA HIGH SCHOOL

The future is bright for 
the Cubs, and as it turns out, 
the recent past was brighter 
than expected. When the 
CIF Southern Section re-
leased its Commissioner’s 
Cup results at the end of 
the 2016-17 school year, 
Loyola, which has won the 
award a record eight previ-
ous times, came in second 
narrowly with 14 points to 
Oaks Christian’s 15. 

However, the CIF-SS 
recently released an updated 
standings and an apology—
the Cubs’ fourth-place CIF 
finish in cross country wasn’t 
accounted for in the original 
release. Those additional two 
points boosted the Cubs clear 
of the Lions, and into the 
top spot in all of Southern 
California. With the point 
total correctly adjusted to 16 
points for Loyola, they’re now 
officially the Commissioner’s 
Cup winners for 2016-17.

It’s the second-consec-
utive win for Loyola, with 
seven of their nine wins com-
ing in the last nine years, a re-
markable run of dominance 
in talent-rich SoCal.

Next year looks to be 
perhaps just as good for the 
Cubs, who will defend their 
boys’ golf CIF title with plen-
ty of returning talent, and 
aim to improve on runner-
up finishes in swimming and 
diving and boys volleyball. 
The Cubs will also feature 
plenty of top talent in bas-
ketball, water polo, and cross 
country.

MARLBOROUGH

For Mustangs fans, the 
upcoming year should feature 

plenty to cheer for. Marlbor-
ough returns most of the six 
swimmers who rewrote the 
school’s record books this 
spring and finished third at 
the CIF-SS Finals meet. The 
girls basketball team returns 
its top two scorers and will 
be a threat for a small schools 
CIF and possibly CIF State 
title, and the Mustangs re-
turn most starters from a vol-
leyball team that made the 
state playoffs this season.

CAMPBELL HALL

The Vikings’ baseball 
team will return All-CIF 
honoree Jamis DeKay and 
try to improve on a semifinal 
run last year, and will also 
have plenty to look forward 
to during soccer season. The 
team’s leading scorer last year 
was just a sophomore, as Ja-
cob Cedergren had 15 goals 
to lead his team to the second 
round of the playoffs. Four of 
the team’s top five goal scor-
ers return next year.

LOS ANGELES 
HIGH SCHOOL

The future is uncer-
tain for the Romans, who 
had a recent run of success 
under head football coach 
Eric Scott. After L.A. High 
claimed the CIF title this 
year, Scott got offered an 
NCAA job, and is now the 
defensive backs coach at the 
University of Nevada (he had 
previous playing and coach-
ing experience at UCLA be-
fore returning to the high 
school ranks). This season 
will determine whether Scott 
built a program that can sus-
tain itself and defend its 2016 
L.A. City Section champion-
ship.

Mike Guardabascio is the Prep 
Sports Editor for the Long 
Beach Press-Telegram.



PAGE 13AUGUST 2017 www.LarchmontLedgerLA.com

[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

August Is the New September
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

About halfway through 
the summer, my kids started 
to do the math on how much 
vacation was left. My son es-
timated, “a month.” “No!” I 
said, in disbelief. “We have 
way more than that left.” 
Then I did the calculations 
myself and figured out it 
was, indeed, about a month 
until the start of the 2017-
2018 school year. Summer 
was dwindling away way too 
quickly and my dismay over 
that fact paled in comparison 
to my kids’. 

Our family is certainly 
not unique in these feelings. 

Every parent and child I know 
feels much the same way. Ev-
ery August, there is moaning 
and groaning from adults and 
youngsters alike about why 
school has to start so early 
and why we can’t continue 
to sleep late, hit the beach, 
and scarf down ice cream un-
til Labor Day (which is just 
waaaaay more civilized).

So this summer, I de-
cided to get to the bottom of 
it. I dug into some research, 
and found that while LAUSD 
may seem like an unreason-
ably early start, we’re not the 
earliest in the nation. A sam-

pling of start dates from the 
2015-2016 school year had us 
beat by Perry Township, In-
diana (July 29th), Chandler, 
Arizona (July 20th), Hawaii 
(also July 29th), and Atlanta, 
Georgia (August 5th). 

There are over 12,000 
school districts in the United 
States, and all are governed 
by slightly different man-

dates. So, it’s a bit hard to 
track down why anything 
is becoming an identifiable 
“trend.” But earlier start dates 
seem to be the choice for more 
and more districts which begs 
the question: why?

There are a few standard 
reasons school districts of-
ten quote. For starters, ear-
lier start dates mean teach-
ers have more time to prep 
students for statewide tests 
in the spring. Earlier starts 
also allow students to com-
plete a full semester before 
December break, meaning 
they can complete tests and 

projects before the holidays 
rather than after. In addition, 
the last stretch of the school 
year (post-Memorial Day into 
June) is often seen as gener-
ally unproductive with some 
students not even bothering 

to show up for the last week 
or so.

But surely there must 
be downsides to starting the 
school year earlier and earlier. 
After all, summer is a time of 
freedom, growth, and learn-
ing in so many non-academic 
ways. I remember feeling 
transformed throughout the 
summer as a child—relaxed, 
unscheduled, and thriv-
ing from so much time with 
friends with no homework 
and no adults monitoring our 
every move. Unfortunately, 
the main “downside” I found 
in my research was air-condi-
tioning costs.

Still, I suppose we should 
be thankful. Back in the 
1800s, the standard school 
year was 240 days as opposed 
to today’s 180. I’ll take my 
two months of summer and 
try to make the most of them 
before the school bell rings.

It’s a bit hard to track down why anything is becoming an 
identifiable “trend.” But earlier start dates seem to be the choice 

for more and more districts which begs the question: why?

We're hiring an 
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[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

The Last Straw
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

When I first 
moved to 
the US from 

the UK, I found it odd that 
so many adults here drink us-
ing straws. I thought straws 
were to help kids drink with-
out making a mess. Now, 20 
years on, straws seem ubiqui-

tous, served with iced coffees, 
smoothies and even water in 
restaurants—and not just in 
the US (where we use 500 
million a day, according to 
the National Parks Service), but 
all over the world. 

What is so worrying 
about these slender plastic 

tubes is that they are too 
small to be recycled. They 
either end up in landfills or 
washed out to sea where they 
damage sea life, as in the case 
of the famous sea turtle with 
a straw stuck in his nostril 
(https://w w w.youtube.com/
watch?v=4wH878t78bw).

Because straws are argu-
ably the least necessary form 
of single-use plastic in our 
daily lives, anti-straw cam-
paigns are mounting world-
wide to encourage people to 
say “no” to straws, much to 
the chagrin of the plastics in-
dustry who have already been 

battling opposition to plastic 
bags, polystyrene containers 
and plastic utensils. 

Aware of the threat of 
straws to wildlife, many 
zoos and wild animal parks 
have already banned them, 
and this summer, the Long 
Beach and Monterey Beach 

aquariums joined in. Giving 
up straws requires almost no 
sacrifice—we just have to sip 
from the glass. If that seems 
hard in the heat of the sum-
mer, all we have to do is pic-
ture that poor turtle before 
we reach for a straw to put in 
our refreshing, cold drink.

“Because straws are arguably the least necessary 
form of single-use plastic in our daily lives, anti-straw 

campaigns are mounting worldwide to encourage 
people to say “no” to straws.”

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Living Longer but Worried
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

At this writ-
ing, the US 
Senate is 
deliberating 
about health 
care legisla-
tion. It is 

the old question of “to be or 
not to be.” There are political 
consequences for the parties 
and economic consequences 
for the country, not to speak 
of what it means for those of 
us who are aging.

My friend Annemarie 
sent this letter to the New 
York Times:

“I am 83, live in a rent-
controlled apartment and do 

not feel poor. My income is 
just below the median aver-
age for my area. But should 
I become too ill to live inde-
pendently and have to move 
to an assisted living or nurs-
ing facility, my monthly in-
come and my savings would 
be sufficient only to cover the 
costs for less than a year. Af-
ter that I would need to apply 
for Medicaid, or Medi-Cal as 
it is called in California. The 
proposed cuts to Medicaid 
have me worried.”

Beyond diminishing and 
eliminating features of the 
Affordable Care Act itself, 
the plan cuts drastically into 
our safety net: Medicaid. Ac-
cording to the Congressional 
Budget Office, the Medicaid 
budget would be 35% lower 
by 2036 if this plan goes 
through. Thus, even if you 
are eligible to enroll, you may 
not be able to access what you 

need when the time comes.
The elderly rely on Med-

icaid to help finance nursing 
home care or long-term care 
supports not provided by 
Medicare. Almost two-thirds 
of Medicaid spending goes to 
the elderly and the disabled 
even though they make up 
just one in four recipients. 
With older people growing 
towards 25% of the popula-
tion by 2050, and the over-85 
group now the fastest-grow-
ing demographic over all, the 
well-being of America’s elder-
ly is in danger. 

We thought we could 
save for retirement, but we 

didn’t figure that we would 
be sticking around so long. In 
July, The Economist reported, 
“In America today a 70-year-
old man has a 2% chance of 
dying within a year; in 1940, 
this milestone was passed 
at 56.” Thus, as we live lon-
ger, our economic burden 
becomes greater as we go 
through a long active life plus 
a period of physical limita-
tions that demand help. 

Those unable to access 
Medicaid will be forced to 
stay at home without the help 
they need. The result could 
be injury or illness leading to 
a hospital stay, which can be 
many times more expensive 
than a nursing home. And the 
cost, of course, will still have 
to be picked up by the federal 
government through Medi-
care, because Medicaid was 
not there when needed. Does 
that make financial sense?

The elderly rely on Medicaid to help finance 
nursing home care or long-term care supports 
not provided by Medicare. Almost two-thirds 
of Medicaid spending goes to the elderly and 
the disabled even though they make up just 

one in four recipients. 
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[HOUSE AND HOLMES]

The Condition of Air
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

As a kid I 
played out-
side in the 

summer heat for hours, but 
now I insist on remaining 
cool at all times. I know, my 
kids never think that I am 
“cool,” but I have become 
totally hooked on life in an 
air-conditioned world. I sleep 
in an air-conditioned house, 
work in an air-conditioned 
office, and drive in an air-
conditioned car. 

So you can imagine my 
panic when our air condi-
tioning stopped responding. 
We have “whole house air 
conditioning,” which means 
that the temperature is con-
trolled by a retro thermostat 
with a faint digital display of 
barely visible numbers, lots of 
tiny buttons, and a mind of 
its own. 

Cold air is supposed to 
invisibly race through our 
a/c vents so that the tempera-
ture inside our house never 
soars above 72 degrees, but 
that wasn’t happening. In-
stead, sticky, damp, warm 
air that seemed better suited 
for the bus station in down-

town Tampa filled our home. 
I went through my mental 
checklist – I made sure that 
I selected “Cool” (and not 
“Heat”) on the thermostat, 
re-inserted my desired “zone” 
temperature of 72 degrees, 
and feverishly pushed a bat-
tery of buttons. No luck. 

I had to act fast, so I did 
what I always do, I called my 
super-contractor friend Dave, 
who, ironically, was step-
ping out of his home sauna. 
“When was the last time 
you changed your filter?” 
he asked. I had no idea that 
I even had a filter, let alone 
where to find one. Dave guid-
ed me to a covered brown 
metal vent in our hallway 
about the size of our Cocker 
Spaniel. I opened two latches 
and found the filter clogged 
with lint, dog hair, and grey 
dust bunnies. I went to the 
hardware store, replaced the 
filter, and quickly our home 
returned to its perfect tem-
perate environment, which 
goes to once again prove, “If 
I can’t figure it out—and I 
know that I can’t—my friend 
Dave can.”

levels, including permanent 
supportive housing to assist 
with the city’s current home-
lessness surge. 

The plan also calls for the 
development of more plazas, 
green spaces and community 
gardens and the goal to name 
more homes and buildings 
as historic, which encumbers 
them from being demolished.

“The update to the 
Hollywood Community 
Plan will create the neces-
sary tools to preserve our 
historic structures, pro-
mote transit-oriented and 
pedestrian-friendly develop-
ment, encourage production 

of affordable housing and 
provide the ability to re-
imagine and repurpose our 
surface parking lots to make 
Hollywood more livable 
and more walkable,” said 
Los Angeles City Council-
member Mitch O’Farrell, 
who represents the area, in 
an emailed statement. “I 
encourage my constituents 
to participate in the public 
process and provide input 
that will help create a plan 
that benefits every stake-
holder in Hollywood.” 

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember David Ryu echoed 
O’Farrell’s sentiment. 

“While the commu-

nity plan is not finalized, 
I am encouraged to see ar-
eas currently zoned for sin-
gle-family residential uses 
maintained while providing 
increased protections for 
hillside residential neigh-
borhoods,” he said in an 
email. “Additionally, I am 
encouraged that the plan 
incorporates  preservation 
tools for  Hollywood’s his-
toric neighborhoods.” 

A July 8th presentation 
of the plan by city planners at 

the Los Feliz Branch Library, 
one of five such meetings 
held over the summer, was 
designed to both inform the 
public as well as glean public 
input, as is part and parcel of 
the process.

The public will once 
again have an opportunity 
to read and comment on the 
environmental review of the 
plan before it is finalized. 

Michael Aushenker 
contributed to this story.
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