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L.A.’s Powerful 
Planning 
President
By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer

At a time when Angele-
nos are debating the merits of 
Measure S, weighing the pros 
and cons of historic preserva-
tion and reeling over reports 
that suggest corruption in the 
city approvals of some devel-
opments, the role of the Los 

see AMBROZ page 4

David Ambroz is president of the Los 
Angeles City Planning Commission.

Bungalow 
Compliance 
Hearing
Delayed Until 
March
By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer

LARCHMONT BOULEVARD—
Los Angeles Superior Court 
Judge Christopher K. Lui de-
layed to March 23rd a hear-
ing in the ongoing criminal 
case against the owners of the 
Larchmont Bungalow café. 

On February 1st, attorney 
Richard Hirsch requested the 
delay—known as a continu-
ance—citing  the death last 
August of Larchmont Bunga-
low owner Albert Mizrahi.

According to Hirsch, the 
defendant company Mizrahi 
left behind had yet to desig-
nate a new chief officer and 
needed more time.

Meanwhile, Los Angeles 
see BUNGALOW page 5 see HPOZ page 6

Highland Avenue Study Delayed
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

HANCOCK PARK—City offi-
cials continue piecing together 
traffic recommendations for 
Highland Avenue due to resi-
dents’ complaints of gridlock 
during the day and speeding 
drivers at night.   

A promised comprehen-
sive study from the Los An-
geles Dept. of Transportation 
on the issue, however, is now 

three months overdue.
Recent concerns about 

Highland Avenue were raised 
last September during a town 
hall meeting hosted by the 
Greater Wilshire Neighbor-
hood Council (GWNC) and 
attended by local residents, 
city transportation and police 
officials and Los Angeles City 

see HIGHLAND page 10

Ryu Backpedaling on 
Miracle Mile HPOZ Support?
By Allison B. Cohen and Sheila Lane

As the proposal for a 
Historic Preservation Over-
lay Zone (HPOZ) for the 

Miracle Mile neighborhood 
nears the final stages of possi-
ble Los Angeles City Council 
approval, the issue has made 
the area not only a hotbed of 

conflict between neighbors, 
but a living example of what 
happens when elected city of-

ficials are faced with compet-
ing priorities.

In this case, Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 

Angelenos have been inundated with March 7th election mailers mostly for Measure S, a controversial bal-
lot initiative that seeks to change the way city officials approve some housing developments. Lots of mail 
has also been received from Windsor Square resident, Mitchell Schwartz, who is running to unseat Mayor 
Eric Garcetti. Photo: Allison B. Cohen.

Charter at 3rd 
Street School?

HANCOCK PARK—A Hol-
lywood charter school is con-
sidering moving some of its 
programming and students to 
3rd Street Elementary School, 
according to multiple sources. 

Under state rules, charter 
schools may petition the Los 
Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict (LAUSD) for space on 
the campuses of other public 
schools. 

In February, rumors be-
gan to brew among parents 
at 3rd Street that the Citizens 
of the World Charter School 
(CWC) in Hollywood would 
relocate to 3rd Street.  

Elvia Perez, a spokes-
person for the LAUSD, con-
firmed February 24th the 
space had been offered.

“L.A. Unified made a pre-
see CHARTER page 15

On a Friday evening, south-bound traffic backs up on Highland Avenue as it ap-
proaches Beverly Boulevard.
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Who We Are

ALLISON B. COHEN Allison is the pub-
lisher of both the Larchmont Ledger, 
since 2015, and the Los Feliz Ledger since 
2005. She holds a Master’s Degree from 
the University of Southern California’s 
Annenberg School for Communication 
and Journalism (her theses was on local 

community newspaper development) as well as a B.A., 
also from USC, in Broadcast Journalism. Prior to starting 
the Ledger newspapers, Allison wrote for the Los Angeles 
Times, the Larchmont Chronicle and other publications. 
She has lived in the neighborhoods of Hancock Park, Ox-
ford Square and Los Feliz and has served as a vestry and 
school board member for St. James Episcopal Church and 
school, on the board of the Ebell of Los Angeles, as a local 
Big Sunday Captain and a long-time member of the 
Larchmont Babysitting Co-Op. Allison has two grown 
sons who, after graduating from Loyola High School, now 
attend Georgetown University and Boston College.

ERIN HICKEY Erin joined the Larchmont 
Ledger family in March 2015. Previous-
ly, she worked as a freelancer, writing for 
FLOOD Magazine and copy-editing for 
Rare Bird Books, J. Ryan Stradal, and 
826LA. In college, she was managing 
editor of her school paper, the Union 

Weekly. A native Angeleno, Erin enjoys window-shopping 
on Larchmont Boulevard and prosciutto sandwiches from 
Larchmont Village Wine.

SHEILA LANE Sheila has been with the 
Larchmont Ledger since February 2015. 
Prior to that she was a writer for an inter-
net news program, a contributing writer 
to a series of books on Hollywood leg-
ends and a development executive for 
television and film companies, including 

the Hallmark Hall of Fame.  Sheila’s connection to the 
Larchmont community stems from years of involvement 
with the St. James’ Episcopal School, Operation School 
Bell and Marlborough School.

LIBBY BUTLER-GLUCK is the Advertis-
ing Manager, overseeing ad sales, client 
relations and management of accounts. 
She resides in Los Feliz with her hus-
band, David and daughter, Georgi. Lib-
by’s favorite pastime is knitting (she’s 
quite good at it), she loves Korean BBQ 

and when asked what her favorite color is, she says she is 
currently “obsessed with pastels.”

TIFFANY SIMS has been the graphic de-
signer for the Ledger newspapers since 
2007. She has a BFA in Graphic Design 
from UCLA. While she currently lives 
in the Valley, she has owned a triplex in 
Silver Lake since 2003. She enjoys going 
to flea markets, DIY home improvement 

projects and fixing up vintage travel trailers.

How to Manage Development – 
The Decision is Up to You

The Neighborhood Integrity Initiative (Measure S) on the March 
7th ballot will ask Los Angeles voters to make a big decision about 
which direction development should or shouldn’t take.  Measure 
S would: 1) Establish a temporary ban on all development 
projects requiring zoning that lifts land-use restrictions or 
increases permitted building heights and ban zoning changes 
that increase the allowed density or height of buildings or a net 
loss of land dedicated to open space, agriculture, or industry; 2) 
Prohibit project specific amendments to the city’s General Plan; 
3) Require a public review process for the City’s General Plan 
every five years; 4) Require that environmental impact reviews 
be done by city staff, and 5) Limit reduction of on-site parking 
requirements for development by no more than one third.  
There are exemptions for some types of affordable housing 
developments and natural disaster reconstruction.  

Opponents argue that the development process is transparent 
and open to citizen input and that Measure S would severely 
limit housing construction to the detriment of renters, businesses 
and the city.  This measure reflects many residents’ frustration 
with what seems like out of control development, particularly in 
Hollywood.  However, there are reasonable arguments on both 
sides and it is up to us, the citizens of Los Angeles, to carefully 
consider the measures proposed and decide if this is the right 
course of action.  A good place to start your research is site:  
Ballotpedia - https://ballotpedia.org/Los_Angeles,_California,_
Changes_to_Laws_Governing_the_General_Plan_and_
Development,_Measure_S_(March_2017)#Overview , which 
lays out both sides of the argument and has links to further 
information.

Don’t forget to keep you and your family safe.  Lock your lock your 
house, car and activate your house alarm if you have one.  Contact 
Officer Dave Cordova if you are a victim of a crime and Dave can 
take a crime report.  Call his cell phone, 213-793-0650 or send 
him an email, 31646@lapd.lacity.org with all the information, 
including your name and telephone number. The Association’s 
website is: www.hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org. The 
HPOZ Preservation Plan www.preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/
hancock-park regulates our HPOZ. Contact our City Planner, 
Renata Dragland (renata.dragland@lacity.org),  and use the 
online form (http://preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.
checklist) if you plan on making changes to the exterior of your 
house. Report graffiti sightings by calling 311 or at the City’s 
Anti-Graffiti Request System -  http://bit.ly/1cOXua8 and by 
calling Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180.  
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ADVERTISING SALES
Opportunity for a dynamic personality who believes in us and knows the 
Larchmont and Los Feliz neighborhoods.  Base salary + commission that 
grows with success. Work with local stores, restaurants and services to 

help their businesses grow!

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT COORDINATOR
Manage clients monthly: from their strategic creative message to invoicing. 
Be the go-to guy or gal for our client’s needs. Ideal for the soon-to-be-college 

graduate or for those wanting to re-enter the work force.

Send resumes to Allison B. Cohen: allisoncohen@mac.com or, better yet, 
call to arrange an in person interview: (323) 741-0019.
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414 N. Larchmont Blvd
323-461-7876 

www.healinghandswc.com
	

Time to Spring Clean your body with !
Healing Hands Restart Program!

Two groups beginning March 31st or April 1st !
!

5 week program includes:!
Nutrition class, which includes a sugar detox !

and a healthy eating program!
5 sessions of Acupuncture!

A one on one session with a personal trainer!
Limited availability, please call to reserve your space!

!
    Follow us @hlnghands

Healing Hands Wellness Center
Massage Therapy  Acupuncture  Chiropractic 

[STREET LEVEL]

Garcetti Shoe-In? Some Undecided
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

Mayor Eric Garcetti is up for re-election March 7th. Do you plan on voting in the election, and 
if Garcetti is re-elected will you be disappointed if he runs for governor or senator in 2018, potentially 
not fulfilling his term?

“I wouldn’t be 
d i sappointed 
because I think 
he’s been a great 
mayor.” 
– Paula R., 

outside Public Parking Lot 
694 on Larchmont

“Yes, I plan on 
voting. If he 
wins, I hope 
he’ll focus on 
the city and 
not his own 

ambitions.” 
– Anne H., outside Public 
Parking Lot 694 on Larch-
mont Boulevard. 

“I do plan on 
voting. I don’t 
think I’d be 
disappointed, 
but I think he’s 
done a good job 

as a mayor. I’d need to do 
more research if he seeks high-
er office.” 
– Lucas H., outside Bluemer-
cury on Larchmont 

“I’m not yet 
sure. I’m new 
to the city, so I 
need to check 
out the mayor-
al candidates’ 

positions, but I do plan on 
voting.” 
– Paul R., outside Lipson 
Plumbing on Larchmont 

“I think I will 
be voting for 
him. I feel like 
he’s done a 
good job and 
would have a 

good team for those higher of-
fices. However, I need more 
info on him, as I’m more of a 
ballot propositions-focused 
person.” – Valerie K., outside 
Bardonna on Larchmont

“That’s tough. 
I’m torn. When 
he was first 
elected, it was a 
big deal, but 
he’s kind of fad-

ed. I’d have to see who else 
would run for those positions.” 
– Mike M., outside Sam’s 
Bagels on Larchmont

March Community Meetings

Municipal and Special Elections

March 7th 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Find your polling place at lavote.net/locator

Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council

Outreach Committee
March 4th at 9 a.m.

403 N. Larchmont Blvd.

Governing Board
March 8th at 7 p.m.
743 S Lucerne Blvd.

Sustainability Committee
March 14th at 6:30 p.m.

5851 Clinton St.

Land Use Committee
March 28th at 6:30 p.m.

4350 Wilshire Blvd.

Mid City West Community Council

Board of Directors
March 14th at 6:30 p.m.

543 N Fairfax Ave.

Olympic Park Neighborhood
 Council

Governing Board
March 6th at 7 p.m.

1102 Crenshaw Boulevard

Outreach Committee
March 9th at 7 p.m.
4861 W Venice Blvd.

Planning and Land Use 
Committee

March 20th at 7 p.m.
4067 W Pico Blvd

Businesses Struggling Under 
Ryu’s Parking Restrictions
By Andrew Murphy Davis, Ledger Contributing Writer

BEACHWOOD CANYON—A 
year after Los Angeles City 
Councilmember David Ryu 
implemented parking restric-
tions to discourage tourists 
overrunning the area to get 
close to the Hollywood Sign, 
Beachwood businesses are 
struggling, residents are frus-
trated and there appears to 
be no long-term solution to a 
problem that has upended this 

once tight-knit community. 
The Hollywood Sign has 

become a hot button issue in 
Ryu’s district as selfie-seeking 
tourists have flooded the once 
bucolic neighborhood below 
the sign. 

Aided by smartphone 
GPS technology, mapping 
apps and crowd sourced travel 
websites, tourists have created 
traffic jams and public safety 
issues along Beachwood Can-
yon Drive, the area’s main 
thoroughfare used by resi-
dents to get home, but also by 
an unprecedented number of 
tourists to get an Instagram-
worthy photo of themselves 
with the iconic sign.  

Ryu’s fixes, thus far, have 
included resident only park-
ing on weekends and holi-

days on much of Beachwood 
Canyon Drive and increased 
parking enforcement and po-
lice presence on busy holidays 
like New Year’s Day and the 
Fourth of July.

But so far, none of his 
remedies have completely sat-
isfied the community.

Beachwood Canyon is 
best understood in three parts: 
upper residential Beachwood 

is nearest the Hollywood Sign; 
middle Beachwood—which 
includes 22 homes and the 
area’s small commercial dis-
trict—and lower Beachwood, 
composed mostly of apart-
ments extending to the flats 
of Hollywood on Franklin 
Avenue.

What everyone knows 
thus far: trying to fix the ex-
cessive tourist-parking prob-
lem in the area is like trying 
to contain a whack-a-mole. 
When parking restrictions are 
put in one area, tourists just 
move on to the next and so on 
and so on.

Earlier parking restric-
tions only impacted local 
residents and their guests. But 
after last March, Ryu’s restric-

see BEACHWOOD page 4

What everyone knows thus far:
trying to fix the excessive tourist-parking 

problem in the area is like trying 
to contain a whack-a-mole. 

When parking restrictions are put in 
one area, tourists just move on to the 

next and so on and so on.

“

”
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Angeles Planning Commis-
sion has come under the mi-
croscope.

The nine-member board, 
which is appointed by the 
mayor and confirmed by the 
Los Angeles City Council, is 
a powerful stop along the way 
to a developer getting a project 
approved or denied. So too, 
does the commission’s presi-
dent, currently David Am-
broz, wield a lot of influence, 

not immune to controversy.
Recently, when historic 

status was up for a vote for 
the Miracle Mile area, one 
commissioner was absent. An 
initial 4-4 vote on the contro-
versial proposal automatically 
meant it was dead.  

Ambroz, known for his 
congenial personality on the 
board, often greeting those 
speaking before it during pub-
lic comment with friendly 
salutations, however, asked for 
a second vote in the hope of 
breaking the tie.  

According to Ambroz, he 
felt the issue was deeply im-
portant to those on both sides 
and deserved a second vetting. 
Postponing the vote, he also 
said, until all commissioners 
were present could have been 
too late, he said.

“If I continued [the vote] 
for another month,” said Am-
broz “there might have been 
bulldozers there in March.”

On the second go-around, 
one commissioner changed 
her mind and the proposal 
was approved. The result-
ing change of fortune for the 

Historic Preservation Over-
lay Zone confounded those 
against it. They lodged a com-
plaint against Ambroz’s action 
soon thereafter. 

But according to a spokes-
person with the Los Angeles 
City Attorney’s office, the 
commission’s actions were “le-
gitimate.”

Samantha Millman, a 
commissioner on the board 
who said Ambroz is “incred-
ibly diplomatic,” said she be-

lieves his decision reflected 
what he thought was the right 
thing to do.

“When a motion fails, you 
always want to reintroduce the 
motion so that we take some 
sort of action,” she said. “So I 
think that was him trying to 
make sure that one way or an-
other we moved forward with 
an action rather than a failure 
to act on the matter.”

Ambroz, who is in his 
late 30s, was appointed to the 
commission in 2013 by Mayor 
Eric Garcetti. His term ends 
in 2021. He currently lives 
with his husband in Holly-
wood and has a foster son at-
tending college.

When not volunteering 10 
to 20 hours a week on Plan-
ning Commission business, 
Ambroz works full-time as Ex-
ecutive Director of Corporate 
Citizenship & Social Respon-
sibility for the Disney/ABC 
Television Group.  

He previously spent a 
decade on neighborhood 
councils and has consistently 
worked over the years with 
non-profits that have a focus 

on helping foster children. It’s 
an issue with which Ambroz is 
intimately familiar.

As a child, Ambroz grew 

up homeless in New York City 
with his two siblings and a 
mentally ill mother.

“I lived in Grand Central 
Station,” said Ambroz.  “I had 
people step over me.”  

At age 11, he began an 
odyssey through various foster 
homes before winning a schol-
arship to Vassar. He went on to 
the UCLA School of Law where 
he received a juris doctorate. 

Though he has no formal 
education in urban planning, 
according to Ambroz, his 
background informs his per-
spective on planning commis-
sion matters.  

Along with issues such as 
upward mobility and equity, 
Ambroz said he is “constantly 
thinking of the homeless.”

Ambroz said he believes 
he and his colleagues—who 
come from a range of back-
grounds including architec-
ture, finance, law, community 
activism, politics and real es-
tate—share a common factor.

“What the [mayor and 
the city council] are looking 
for are broad-minded intelli-
gent people with connections 
to the community and an 
understanding of how this all 
fits together and works,” said 
Ambroz. “I think it’s a diverse 
group, not just ethnically and 
by gender, but by experience.”  

Ambroz said the net effect 
is similar to having a jury of 
your peers in a court case.

“We are an independent 
group of nine people paid zero 
dollars to act in the best inter-
est of Los Angeles,” he said. 

By the time proposals 
come before the commission, 
the Planning Dept. has al-

ready vetted them—a process 
that sometimes takes years. 
Ambroz, who said he has a 
“great respect “ for department 

staff, said that the commission 
tries to examine the proposal 
from different angles.

“We go above and beyond 
the code,” said Ambroz. “[We 
ask] [w]here’s the council of-
fice on this?  What’s been the 
outreach?” 

Ambroz said that input 
from the public is also critical.

“Every time a person 
carves time out of their day 
to come down or submit a let-
ter, it impacts the way I think 
about a project,” he said. “They 
usually provide neighborhood 
context or information that 
they live [because] they’re ad-
jacent to a project.”

Ambroz’s experience with 
planning issues has led him to 
be “profoundly” against Mea-
sure S.

“It’s chopping off your 
arm because you have a hang-
nail,” said Ambroz. 

Ambroz said fixes to the 
city’s planning and approval 
process can happen without 
“stopping L.A.’s economy, 
making people homeless and 
throwing people out of their 
jobs,” issues those opposed to 
the measure have cited. 

Over his tenure, Ambroz 
said he has observed the anger 
that can erupt between neigh-
bors fighting over land use is-
sues. 

“I wish neighbors were 
kinder to each other,” said Am-
broz, “and assume that each of 
them have the best intentions.”

AMBROZ from page 1

tions started impacting the lo-
cal, micro-economy: the area’s 
tiny business district, known 
as the village. 

The businesses do share a 
small parking lot with the lo-
cal independent grocery store, 
but said they have for years re-
lied on available street parking 
for customer overflow.

Since Ryu’s March 2016 
directive restricting parking 
near the village, owners of 
Beachwood Canyon’s busi-
nesses say they are struggling.

 “We are down 20% 
on Saturday and Sunday,” 
said Patti Peck, owner of the 
Beachwood Café, a customer 
magnet for the area. “I’ve had 
to let go four staff people to 
date.” 

Jeffrey Meyer has owned 
and operated a small antique 
shop in the village for over 20 
years. But recently, he began 
telling close family and friends 
he is going out of business.

“As far as on Saturdays 
and Sundays, I’ve lost 95% 
of my business” since Ryu ex-
panded parking restrictions, 
Meyer said.

For his part, Ryu tried to 
implement solutions, like di-
agonal and metered parking in 
the business area, which Ryu 
promised he would look into 
in the fall of 2015.

“We’ve followed through 
on all of those items,” said 
Ryu’s spokesperson, Estevan 
Montemayor. “In regards to 
angled parking, [the city’s de-
partment of transportation] 
determined that that wasn’t 
feasible,” due to the width of 
the street, said Montemayor, 
and the landlord of the area’s 
main retail building indicated 
opposition to meters. 

A year later, Greg Wil-
liams—whose grandfather 
started one of the first businesses 

BEACHWOOD from page 3

We offer a full service residential 
& commercial roofer and leak specialist.  
We offer Energy Star Title 24 Material.  
Certified applicators with Malarkey, CertainTeed and GAF.

FREE 
ESTIMATES 
& SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Since 1942  State License 386172
1015 North Gower St.  Hollywood, CA  90038

(323) 469-2981 www. supremeroofing.net

see BEACHWOOD page 11

According to Ambroz, the make up of the 
city planning commission’s is similar to 

having a jury of your peers in a court case. 
“We are an independent group of nine 

people paid zero dollars to act in the best
interest of Los Angeles,” he said.

As a child, Ambroz grew up homeless in 
New York City with his two siblings and 

a mentally ill mother.

“

”
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City Attorney Serena Chris-
tion questioned the delay, and 
said in the absence of a desig-
nated representative, the  city 
had a “right to withdraw” 
from their original agreement. 

Last February after more 
than six years of legal wrangling, 
the now deceased owner of the 
café, Albert Mizrahi plead no 
contest to violating city codes, 
including operating without a 
certificate of occupancy.

By doing so, Mizrahi gave 
up his right to a trial, but in 
exchange avoided criminal 
prosecution and entered an 
18-month probation period to 
address the issues of his non-
compliance. Previously, Frank 
T. Mateljan, a spokesperson for 
the L.A. City Attorney’s Office, 
said the café had two options. 

“They have to be in com-

pliance or closed by February 
1st, 2017,” said Mateljan.

Additionally, when Miz-
rahi died this past August, 
Mateljan said the case would 
continue.

“The corporation entered 
the plea,” said Mateljan. “Not 
the individual.”

The requirements of the 
agreement included the pay-

ment of various fees and the 
removal of tables and chairs 
from the eatery to adhere to 
the establishment’s status as a 
take-out restaurant as defined 
by the city’s so-called “Q Con-
ditions” governing Larchmont 
Boulevard.

The Larchmont Bungalow 
continues to operate at 107 N. 
Larchmont Blvd.

COMMUNITY NEWS

MAR 29, 2017
PAPER DELIVERY

MAR 7, 2017
AD RESERVATION DEADLINE

ADVERTISE NOW!
Promote your summer camps, 

school events and local business in our 
April edition of the Larchmont Ledger!

CONTACT  

2017 ANNUAL 
SUMMER CAMP
& SCHOOL PROGRAM 
GUIDE

Libby Butler-Gluck at 
libby@larchmontledgerla.com 
or (323) 644-5536 for ad rates!

If you would 
like more 

information on 
our Community 
Memory Clinic, 

please call  
323.913.4222.

Community Memory Clinic
Are changes in your memory getting in the way of your everyday 
activities? Our CHA Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center Community 
Memory Clinic can conduct a FREE memory evaluation. 

The results can provide you and your physician with valuable information 
that will allow you to receive the highest level of medical care, preserve 
the best possible quality of life, and promote independence. 

Our Community Memory Clinic offers a full range of services, including 
a memory evaluation, resource education, and caregiver support.  
All services of the Memory Clinic are FREE OF CHARGE AND 
OBLIGATION. We will not charge your insurance or Medicare.

You may be offered volunteer research opportunities and education 
about how you can join the fight against dementia. Your participation 
will help protect future generations and your loved ones who might 
be at risk for developing this devastating illness.

We are committed to being the difference. 

BUNGALOW from page 1

The Larchmont Bungalow remains open for business as the criminal case 
against its owners continues. According to the city, the restaurant is not permit-
ted to have table and chairs.

Luck O’ The Irish 
By Michael Darling
Ledger Contributing Writer

You don’t have to travel all the way 
to Dublin to celebrate your Irishness this 
St. Patrick’s Day. There are plenty of things 
to do locally on March 17th to celebrate and that’s 
no blarney. Bonus points if you know who Ben Haggerty is 
(no Google cheating allowed). 

Email my editor: acohen@losfelizledger.com if you think you 
know who that famous Irishman is.

TOM BERGIN’S 
Celebrate under the shamrocks 
at L.A.’s landmark Irish pub. 
The horseshoe bar will be open 
all day starting at six in the 
morning and a special parking 
lot beer garden with a Guinness 
tap truck will be open from 10 
a.m. to Midnight. In addition 
to gallons of whiskey and beer, 
the restaurant will serve up 
traditional Irish favorites like 
bangers and mash and corned 
beef and cabbage. Free. Tom 
Bergin’s Fri. March 17th, 6 a.m. 
to Sat. March 18th, 2 a.m. 
840 S. Fairfax Ave. 
Information: tombergins.com

ORIGINAL FARMERS 
MARKET ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
CELEBRATION 
The Farmers Market celebrates 
with Irish food and music. 
Roaming Irish folk bands and 
a bagpiper will wander around 
the Market throughout the 
afternoon and from 6 to 9 p.m., 
musicians Stuart Marks and 
the Paddy O’Dors Band will 
take the stage on the West 
Patio. Magee’s Kitchen, which 
is celebrating their 100th 
anniversary, will dish out 
corned beef and cabbage and 
of course, both of the Farmers 
Market’s bars will serve green 
beer. Unlike most St. Patrick’s 
Day events around town, this 
is a family friendly celebration 
with fun activities and games 
for children Free. The Original 
Farmer’s Market, Fri. March 
17th, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
6333 Wilshire Blvd. 
Info: farmersmarketla.com

MOLLY MALONE’S 
The raucous Irish bar on Fairfax 

will have beer and whiskey 
flowing, along with corned 
beef and cabbage to help soak 
it up. Starting at 1 p.m., bands 
will play all through the night 
in Molly Malone’s performance 
space. Free. Molly Malone’s, 
Fri. March 17th, 6 a.m. to 2 a.m. 
575 S. Fairfax Ave. 
Info: mollymalonesla.com
 
CASEY’S IRISH PUB STREET 
FESTIVAL 
Head downtown to what 
Casey’s is claiming will be 
the biggest St. Patrick’s Day 
party in Los Angeles, with 400 
kegs of beer and 1200 bottles 
of Jameson. Food options at 
this block party will include 
traditional Irish fare and pizza 
from nearby Pellicola Pizzeria. 
DJs will spin music to help you 
do your best amateur step 
dancing. Free. Casey’s Irish Pub, 
Fri. March 17th, bar opens at 
6 a.m.; festival goes from 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
613 S. Grand Ave.
Information: 213hospitality.
com/project/caseys/

ST. PATRICK’S DAY BLOCK 
PARTY AND PUB CRAWL 
Hollywood Club Crawl 
takes over ten bars around 
Hollywood’s Cahuenga Corridor 
including St. Felix, Tinhorn 
Flats, the Pig N’ Whistle and 
33 Taps. Each bar will have 
special discount drinks for pub 
crawlers and the whole night 
ends with a dance party at St. 
Felix. Tickets are $18. Various 
bars around Hollywood, Fri. 
March 17th, wristband pick-
up at St. Felix runs from 4 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Information: 
hollywoodclubcrawl.com

Climate Change Action Plan
Countdown to Earth Day

Saturday, March 11, 2017 

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

804 S. Longwood Ave. 

Los Angeles, CA 90005 

Join us for a discussion on key climate change issues at the city

and state level and what actions can be taken to continue the

movement in light of the new Administration.  

Hosted by Laura Foti Cohen and Julie Stromberg. 

Printed in-house. Labor donated. 

Free event. RSVP to 
laurahfc@gmail.com 

An Organizing for Action event. 

Senator Ben Allen 

Senate District 26

Featuring Guest Speakers: 

Lauren Faber-O'Connor 

Deputy Chief 

Sustainability Officer 

City of Los Angeles

Bill Funderburk, Jr.  

Commissioner 

City of Los Angeles 

Board of Water & Power

Dan Kegel 

Volunteer 

 Citizens' Climate Lobby
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On-Demand
Doctor Housecalls
8 am to 8 pm, 7 days a week including holidays

You will pay your normal PPO co-pay with:

We have Pediatricians, Internists and Family Doctors for sick and well exams.

No insurance, no problem. A Heal visit is $99 without insurance. 

[OUR BREAD AND BUTTER]

Page Academy Hancock Park: A Strong History 
of Educational Excellence
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

Occupying the better part 
of an entire block, it seems as 
if Page Academy has always 
been a familiar presence on 
North Larchmont Boulevard. 
The independent co-educa-
tional school is the Hancock 
campus in the Page Academy 
network of schools that were 
founded in 1908. 

It’s longevity and long-
standing excellence is reflected 
in the generations who have 
been educated there. 

“Our philosophy is 
growth with honor,” said Pat 
Klindworth, who is the direc-
tor at Page Academy-Hancock 
Park. “We focus on enriching 
students’ lives. Our curricu-
lum challenges our children 
and our after-school programs 
offer all kinds of choices.”

Backed by over 35 years 

experience in early childhood 
education—28 of which have 
been with Page Academy 
schools—Klindworth is over-
seeing the implementation 
of their accelerative learning 
program, which is designed to 
ensure the greatest number of 
successful learners.

Creative new approaches, 
computer science and world 
languages are introduced 
early for the students, while 
the arts, communication, and 
critical thinking engage young 
learners throughout their time 
at Page Academy.

“The faculty here at Han-
cock Park are extremely dedi-
cated,” said Klindworth. “Our 
staff are caring, hard-working 
people and true educators who 
work together to enhance the 
school.”

Beyond Page Academy’s 
hacienda-style entrance, the 
campus flourishes with multiple 
play yards surrounded by corri-
dors of classrooms. The expan-
sive playgrounds give children 

room to explore and even tend 
to their class gardens. 

The Page Academy Han-
cock Park campus currently 
offers open enrollment to chil-
dren in pre-school through 
the fourth grade, but starting 
next year, the school will add a 
grade level a year culminating 
with the 8th grade. 

Although the school is 
growing, it will continue to 
maintain a commitment to 
smaller class sizes. 

Stability and longevity, 
said Klindworth, have contrib-
uted to Page Academy’s ability 
to invest in its future. Updates 
are ongoing in the learning 
centers where instruction in 
sciences, arts and technology 
begin in the pre-school. 

“We’ve been around so 
long our students always come 

back and visit,” said Hana Lee, 
a 2001 Page Academy alumni 
who returned to teach at her 
alma mater and is now an ad-
ministrator. “And parents tell 
us, ‘Our kids were so well-pre-
pared when they were here.’”

  Mary Piliaris of Val-
ley Village was willing to go 
the distance, quite literally, 
for something different for 
her first grade daughter and 
fourth grade son. 

“My son was really shy 
when we came here, and 
now he’s the president of the 
school,” said Piliaris who feels 
Page’s essential sense of com-
munity has brought out the 
best in her children. “They go 
above and beyond here and it 
has changed my son’s life.” 

“I feel the environment 
here is very individualized,” 
said Janet Romero, who has 
been teaching language arts 
and math to second through 
fourth graders since 1992.  

“We work closely with 
students and our teachers and 
parents are all involved to bring 
out a student’s strengths.” 

Page Academy 
565 North Larchmont Blvd., 
(323) 463-5118, 
pageschool.com/new2/schools/
hancockpark.html

The expansive playgrounds give children 
room to explore and even tend to their 

class gardens. 

Page Academy focuses on enriching students’ lives. Updated learning centers 
and an accelerative learning program provide an engaging environment where 
young learners flourish. Photo Credit: Kimberly Gomez

Ryu is tasked with weighing 
some area residents’ desire to 
preserve the area against the 
city’s goal to tear down and 
rebuild more dense housing 
on and near major transit cor-
ridors.  

The Miracle Mile neigh-
borhood is made up of about 
1,300 properties—more than 
half of which are zoned for 
multi-family units—in the 
heart of Los Angeles.  

Members of the Miracle 
Mile Residential Assoc. first 
began exploring the idea of an 
HPOZ in 2014. Such designa-
tion regulates exterior changes 
to properties and makes them 
more difficult to teardown.

It’s a zoning tool that pre-
serves the character of a neigh-
borhood, but is viewed by 
some as an attack on property 
owners’ rights.

Ultimately, after a series 
of meetings with both sides 
of the issue last fall, Ryu ex-
pressed support for the HPOZ 
at the city’s planning com-
mission hearing in December, 
where it was approved.

But in what appears to 
either be wavering on the is-
sue—or perhaps a political 
insurance measure—Ryu held 
another community meeting 
on the issue in February. 

“The councilmember ran 
on community input,” said 
Estevan Montemayor, Ryu’s 
spokesperson. “We like to 
engage the public as much as 
possible.” 

But the latest public airing 
confounded some.

There is a process, said 
Jim O’Sullivan, president of 
the Miracle Mile Residential 
Assoc., and an avid supporter 
of the HPOZ. “We [already] 
went through all these hear-
ings, all these meetings.”  

 The evening was 
billed as an opportunity to 
clear up misinformation and 
allow more voices to be heard, 
and over 100 people, passion-
ately divided on the issue, at-
tended. 

Those in favor say historic 

status will preserve the integri-
ty of the neighborhood. Those 
against, say its government 
overreach of personal property 
rights. 

At the town hall, which 
was held at John Burroughs 
Middle School, Ryu made it 
clear he had not yet decided 
how to vote on the issue when 
it comes before the full city 
council.  

“I will make a decision 
within the next two weeks,” 
he said.

Ryu’s announcement was 
met with derision from oppo-
nents of the HPOZ with some 
residents shouting, “You’ve al-
ready made up your mind.”

The issue will now go be-
fore the city’s Planning and 
Land Use Management com-
mittee and then before the Los 
Angeles City Council.  

The planning commis-
sion approved the HPOZ in 
December, but only after it re-
moved over 100 multi-family 
properties from the protected 
zone.

The properties in ques-
tion—located on the north-
ern and western fringes of the 
HPOZ’s original boundaries 
and hugging Olympic Bou-
levard—were removed from 
protection, according to the 
commission, in keeping with 
the city’s push for a more 
walkable and urban Los Ange-
les with housing near density 
and public transit. 

Buildings with HPOZ 
status are not guaranteed safe 
from demolition, but the pro-
cess becomes much more dif-
ficult, making the properties 
that were recently pulled from 
the HPOZ’s boundaries more 
vulnerable to developers. 

Construction scaffolding 
is currently rampant in Hol-
lywood and Downtown Los 
Angeles and some have said 
the Miracle Mile area is prime 
for its own development re-
surgence, especially with the 
extension of the Metro Purple 
Line on Wilshire Boulevard.

For Jay Schoenfeldt, a 

HPOZ from page 1

see HPOZ page 8
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[HOUSE & HOLMES]

Plumb Outta Luck
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

I keep think-
ing that the 
older I get, 

the smarter I am getting. As I 
age gracefully I should be get-
ting closer and closer to per-
fection, right? But the longer 
I attempt to fix things around 
the house, the quicker I learn 
that wisdom does not come 
easily.

Like most men, I am a 
shower guy—I take show-
ers rather than baths. I think 
the last time I took a bath was 
when I was in fourth grade 
and my mom still added “Mis-
ter Bubbles” to the water. I 
love a good shower with the 
right water temperature, pres-
sure, and steam.

For years I searched for 
the perfect showerhead. I was 
a regular at my local hard-
ware store, buying the latest 

“amazing” showerhead—like 
the zinc one that promised 
“super-spray,” or the stainless 
steel “Navy” one that was used 
on aircraft carriers, or even the 
musical showerhead, which 
never really worked.

But two years ago, I found 
the perfect showerhead and 
I have been luxuriating ever 
since. It’s wide enough to cre-
ate a “rain” effect, powerful 
enough to pelt my back with 
forceful jets of water, and 
sturdy enough that I enjoyed a 
warm daily monsoon without 
a problem for 1,259 showers. 

Then it happened. Day-
by-day, drip-by-drip, my be-
loved showerhead started to 
lose its power—It was less like 
a heavy rainstorm and more 
like a gentle drizzle.

I figured that I could han-
dle this problem without call-

ing my super-contractor friend 
Dave. Having studied shower-
heads all my adult life I knew 
what to expect—I would take 
off the showerhead, remove 
the small screen catcher, emp-
ty the rust flakes, and reattach. 
It would be monsoon season 
again in no time. 

Unfortunately, technol-
ogy, if that’s what you call cut-
ting edge showerhead design, 
has changed. I unscrewed the 
showerhead from the pipe and 
discovered that there is no 
metal screen catcher, there are 
no flakes of rust, and worst of 
all, there is no way to open the 
rest of the showerhead.

Totally stumped, I did 
what I always do. I called 
Dave while he was having a 
post-slalom craft beer after a 
day of skiing in Aspen. After 
I explained my situation, he 
chortled.

“And you assume that I 
have an answer?” he asked.

see HOLMES page 10

Korean-American Artist Ahn a New 
First for LACMA

READERS: Real estate sales for 
January 2017 were not avail-
able from CoreLogic at press 
time. We apologize, but will post 
the January data on our website 
when it becomes available. 

MIRACLE MILE—Now on dis-
play at the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Museum of Art (LACMA) 
through October 1st, Unex-
pected Light showcases the 
works of Korean-American 
artist Young Il Ahn. 

Ahn, born in 1934 in 
Gaesong, North Korea, is the 
first ever Korean-American 
artist to have his work show-
cased at the museum. 

The exhibition includes 
Ahn’s most recent work, as 
well as a large selection from 
his “Water” series, which 
marked an increasingly ab-
stract shift in style for the 
artist following his 1983 
near-death experience in the 
Pacific Ocean. 

A detail from a painting in Young Il Ahn’s “Water” series. Photo: LACMA
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Get control of clutter with 

✣ 
Into the Light Organizing Service 

Home – Office – Clutter Management & Space Planning 
(213) 247-0611 

intothelightorganizing.com	  
Working throughout the L.A. area since 2002 

Member - Nat’l Assoc. Professional Organizers, Past N.A.P.O-L.A. Director of Communications 

	  

 

 
	  

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

The Planet Doesn’t Care 
about Elections
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

One of the 
most con-

founding aspects of our cur-
rent political climate is that 
every major issue has become 
partisan and politically polar-
izing, including protection of 
our environment.

In recent decades, the mo-
tivation to protect our air, land 
and water has been felt mostly 
on the left of the political spec-
trum, while many politicians 

on the right have made anti-
environmentalism and climate 
change denial a strong part of 
their platform. 

Yet, we don’t have to look 
very far back to discover that 
being “conservative” once also 
involved conserving the envi-
ronment. 

In his 1970 State of the 
Union, President Richard Nix-
on declared his vision for the 
country’s environment:

“Restoring nature to its 
natural state is a cause beyond 
party and beyond factions. It 
has become a common cause 
of all the people of this coun-
try…Clean air, clean water, 
open spaces—these should 
once again be the birthright of 

every American.”
Nixon was a Republican. 

In that same year, he was so 
concerned by environmental 
problems that he drafted an ex-
ecutive order to create the En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to protect human health 
and the environment. The 
move enjoyed strong bipartisan 
support from Congress.

For nearly 50 years, the 
mission of the EPA has been to 

regulate for a cleaner, healthier 
environment for the American 
people—all American people, 
not just Republicans or Dem-
ocrats.

Surely, there are few in 
any political party who would 
not want to reduce pollution, 
waste and devastating climatic 
events.

It is time to make the envi-
ronment a bipartisan issue and 
work together creatively again. 
After all, the planet doesn’t 
care about our elections.

In fact, as Dr. Gavin 
Schmidt, the director of NA-
SA’s Goddard Institute for 
Space Studies recently com-
mented, “Nature has the last 
vote on this.”

“Restoring nature to its natural state is a 
cause beyond party and beyond factions.” 

– President Richard Nixon

Oxford Square Receives Historic Preservation 
Designation
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

Oxford Square’s desire to 
have a Historic Preservation 
Overlay Zone (HPOZ) was 
approved by the Los Angeles 
City Council in Feb-
ruary with a vote of 
12-0. 

Sylvia Lacy, dis-
trict director for Los 
Angeles City Council 
District 10, said the 
council office was glad 
to see the proposal—
which has been in pro-
cess for almost nine 
years—approved.

“We are very, very 
pleased,” said Lacy. 
“It’s been a long time 
coming.”

The final ap-
proval came after a prelimi-
nary, but not decisive, vote 
by the Los Angeles City 
Council on January 25th. 
At that time, the 11 council-
members in attendance vot-
ed to support the proposal, 
but according to the rules 
of the city council, at least 
12 votes were needed to ap-
prove the ordinance upon its 
first introduction.

Therefore, the issue was 

reconsidered again February 
1st, where it needed only a 
simple majority to be adopted. 

In an interview last sum-

mer, Chris Elwell, president 
of the Oxford Square Neigh-
borhood Assoc. and one of 
the drivers behind the HPOZ 
effort, described his neighbor-
hood.

“Our neighborhood is not 
one where the houses are uni-
form, said Elwell. “We have 
a bunch of bungalows, then 
a bunch of big houses, then a 
Mediterranean, then a Crafts-
man…. What you’re preserv-

ing is a much more eclectic 
mix over a pretty long period 
of time.”

According to the HPOZ 
proposal, what makes 
Oxford Square his-
torically significant is 
“its association with 
early patterns of resi-
dential development 
as a streetcar suburb 
in Los Angeles as well 
as for its architectural 
distinction, repre-
senting a wide range 
of architectural styles 
popular during the 
first half of the 20th 
century.”

An HPOZ regu-
lates exterior changes 

to properties within a dis-
trict by requiring property 
owners to submit their proj-
ects to a review board that 
determines whether pro-
posed changes will maintain 
the historical integrity of the 
area.

For the Oxford Square 
neighborhood, the HPOZ 
boundaries are Olympic, 
South Windsor and Pico bou-
levards and Victoria Avenue.

resident and real estate broker 
who has been fighting against 
the HPOZ, fears over imme-
diate, rampant development of 
the neighborhood have been 
overblown. 

“I don’t think there are 
[developers] just hovering over 
the Miracle Mile” waiting to 
pull permits to demo what’s 
there now and build new 
housing, he said.

Plus, Schoenfeldt said, the 
status quo seems to be working.

“The landlords who have 
owned these properties for 
many, many decades…are 
happy to have the rent com-
ing in,” he said. “They’re not 
ready to tear down” to sell or 
develop themselves.  

Some have said, without 
an HPOZ, some renters will 
be forced out of the Miracle 
Mile neighborhood, as their 
homes are demolished for new 
denser construction.

O’Sullivan, the president 
of the Miracle Mile Residential 
Assoc., said the commission’s 

decision to remove sections of 
the HPOZ threatens 500 rent-
stabilized apartments. 

Even with re-location 
payments, as is required by 
law, renters of those units, he 
said, could face homelessness 
if they can’t find alternative 
affordable housing.

O’Sullivan said he would 
like to see Ryu fight to have 
the boundaries returned to 
their original status, but said 
Ryu has told him he has “con-
cerns” the full city council 
might not approve that, given 
the city’s push for a denser Los 
Angeles in certain areas. 

“My response to that,” 
said O’Sullivan, “is you’re the 
councilmember.  You need to 
remind [your city council col-
leagues] that you know this 
area,” and you think more of 
it should be protected with an 
HPOZ than less. 

The Miracle Mile area is 
currently under an ordinance 
that prevents outsized devel-
opment, but it will expire on 
March 25th. 

HPOZ from page 6

This Tudor Revival home, built in 1923, is part of the Oxford Square HPOZ. 
Photo: City of Los Angeles.
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Protecting Los Angeles Neighborhoods Since 1991

SETTING THE 
STANDARD  

IN  
RESIDENTIAL SECURITY

24/7 Armed Patrol & Response •	 Locally	owned	&	operated	by		
retired	LAPD	Supervisors

•	 Manned	by	active	off-duty	licensed	
law	enforcement	officers

•	 24-7	direct	contact	with	patrol		
officer	who	never	leaves	the	area

•	 Responds	to	all	alarm	monitoring	
companies

Call us today (866) 357-1772  •  www.ssa-securitygroup.com

LIMITED OFFER:  
FIRST MONTH FREE  

FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS  
IN THE MID-WILSHIRE AREA. 

MENTION THIS AD  
TO FIND OUT MORE.

[LAFAYETTE SQUARE] 

First in Class: Leo Branton
By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist 

The first time I met the 
legendary civil rights lawyer, 
Leo Branton, he was regaling 
our dinner partners at an ele-
gant soiree in the home of our 
mutual neighbor at the time, 
Justice Vaino Spencer. 

No doubt Leo was first on 
Justice Spencer’s guest list—he 
could hold his audience in rapt 
attention with his fascinating 
stories and brilliant wit.

Some people have de-
scribed him as the “black 
Perry Mason,” but he re-
minded me of a black Da-
vid Niven. While very ur-
bane and charming, over the 
years, I came to discover that 
Mr. Leo Branton was much 
more than that.

Branton was the ground-
breaking civil rights lawyer 
who successfully defended po-
litical activist Angela Davis in 
1972. In front of an all-white 
jury, Branton, in his closing 
arguments, presented a sum-
mary of African-American 
history and a plea to the panel 
to try to “understand what it 
means to be black.” 

Branton’s persuasive and 
passionate closing resulted in 
Davis being acquitted of all 
charges in a death-penalty 
case in which a judge had been 
murdered with a gun stolen 
from her. 

Branton was born in Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas. His father 
owned the local taxicab com-
pany. His mother Pauline Wi-
ley graduated from Tuskegee 

Institute and knew 
the value of educa-
tion. All five Bran-
ton children grad-
uated from college 
and beyond.  

Branton’s en-
tire life was a series 
of “firsts.” After be-
ing the only black 
person to graduate 
from Northwest-
ern Law School 
in 1948, and after 
serving three years 
in the army, Bran-
ton relocated to 
Los Angeles where 
he started the first 
interracial law firm 
west of Chicago. 

He was the 
first lawyer to 
challenge the con-
stitutionality of denying jury-
duty to blacks in Riverside 
County, the first black lawyer 
to try maritime tort cases, and 
the first lawyer of any color 
to file numerous cases against 
the Los Angeles Police Dept. 
for misconduct against black 
people. 

He was also the first black 
lawyer to donate his time to 
civil rights causes in the South, 
such as voter registration.

Branton also had a very 
busy practice as an entertain-
ment lawyer and his clients in-
cluded Nat King Cole, Doro-
thy Dandridge, Miles Davis, 
Richard Pryor and the estate 
of Jimi Hendrix.

He was married to Ger-
aldine “Geri” Pate Branton, 
whose first husband was Fa-
yard Nicholas, of the famous 
Nicholas Brothers dance team. 
His brother Harold was mar-
ried to actress Dorothy Dan-
dridge.

The Brantons’ Lafayette 
Square home was the win-
ter retreat of civil rights hero 
Rosa Parks, who my children 
and I were lucky enough to 
meet when she was visiting the 
Square. 

Sadly, Geri passed away in 
2006 and Leo in 2013. There 
were moving tributes in many 
publications to this brave man 
who wasn’t afraid to be first.

Actress Dorothy Dandridge with renowned civil rights 
lawyer, Leo Branton.   Source: coppercoloredgal.blogspot

[STARGAZING] 

Time to Spring Back
By Anthony Cook, Ledger Columnist

Daylight Sav-
ing Time re-

turns on the 12th. On that date, 
clocks are set ahead one hour, so 
that 1:59 a.m., Pacific Standard 
Time will be followed by 3 a.m., 
Pacific Daylight Time. After the 
time change, the sun is highest 
in the sky at 1 p.m. instead of at 
12 noon.

The Vernal Equinox—the 
start of Northern Hemisphere 
spring, happens on the 20th at 
3:29 a.m. This is the moment 
that the sun crosses the celes-
tial equator moving north, 
and for the next six months, 
daylight will be longer than 
the nighttime hours.

The slender crescent moon 
is grouped with Mars and Ve-
nus on the 1st. On the 4th, the 
crescent moon will occult, or 
pass in front of, the bright star 
Aldebaran in Taurus the Bull.

From Los Angeles, use 

binoculars to see the star sud-
denly disappear behind the 
dark limb of the moon at 7:08 
p.m. The star’s re-appearance 
from behind the moon’s bright 
limb is harder to see at 8:27 
p.m. and may require a tele-
scope to observe.

First quarter moon is on 
the 5th. After that, the moon 
is gibbous until it becomes 
full on the 12th. After that it 
wanes, and appears gibbous 
until the 20th when it is last 
quarter. It is crescent until the 
new moon on the 29th.

The comet 41P/Tuttle-Gi-
acobini-Kresak is observable all 
night long this month as it pass-
es from Leo the Lion to Lynx 
the Lynx and then through 
Ursa Major the Great Bear. The 
comet should become bright 
enough to see through binocu-
lars from locations free of urban 
light-pollution.

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Our Housing Crises
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

The election 
on March 
7th will pro-

pose additional solutions for 
our city’s ongoing concern 
about housing construction 
not keeping up with popula-
tion growth.

We are confronted with 
high homelessness counts, 
scarcity of affordable housing, 
gentrification and a low apart-
ment vacancy rate—less than 
3%, a record low.

 Los Angeles is now ranked 
as the most unaffordable city 
in the country, with over 60% 
of tenants paying more than 
30% of their household in-
come for rent. This includes 
our growing older population, 
often living on fixed income, 
making them more vulnerable 
to homelessness. 

In our November 2016 
election, we passed two mea-
sures (HHH & JJJ) support-
ing construction for more 
housing in Los Angeles. For 
the March 7th election, Mea-
sure H and Measure S offer 
two more solutions. 

Measure H, placed on 
the ballot by the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervi-
sors, focuses on services ac-
companying the construction 
of housing for the homeless. 
With a one-quarter percent 
sales tax, it will invest $350 
million a year for 10 years to 
provide homelessness preven-
tion services, supportive ser-
vices for mental health care, 
job training and facilitating 
permanent housing for people. 

It needs a two-thirds vote for 
passage. This measure is wide-
ly supported.

Measure S is about the 
city’s need to reform their 
land-use process, which 
hasn’t been updated for the 
past 20 years. This measure 
enacts a two-year morato-
rium on the development of 
real estate projects that re-
quire a General Plan amend-
ment, zone change or in-
crease in allowable height. 
There would also be a per-
manent ban on General Plan 
amendments for any prop-
erty less than 15 acres.  

For supporters, this would 
slow-down some new develop-
ment until the city updates its 
plans that dictate what can, 
and what cannot be, built in a 
neighborhood. 

But Measure S would have 
unfortunate consequences too. 

The moratorium would 
restrict the construction of 
much needed new housing, 
and the development of af-
fordable housing projects on 
underutilized land not cur-
rently zoned for housing, 
such as a parking lot, defunct 
public building or strip mall 
that could be turned into 
housing.  

In response to concerns 
raised by the measure, the 
Los Angeles City Council 
has recently voted to speed 
up the approval of new com-
munity plans and to update 
all 35 of them every six years, 
according to the Los Angeles 
Times. 
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You have a PC Expert in your neighborhood!

Michael@michaelmartin.net  •  323-810-6453  •  www.michaelmartin.net

Coming soon in Larchmont & 
Hancock Park!

  Bronson                              Cahuenga 
Both 3 beds, 2 baths 

www.eileenlanza.com

 323.810.7935 

bre #01393915

[THEATER]

Plasticity Explores the Mystery of Consciousness 
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

Plasticity at the Hudson 
Guild Theatre explores the 
world of neuroscience and ex-
plores the relatively new con-
cept of brain plasticity, the 
ability of the brain to rewire 
and heal itself. 

Previously it was thought 
that brain cells, once dead, 
could not be regenerated. Now 
scientists believe that the brain 
can relocate functions to an-
other area or neural network. 

The story is loosely based 
on the actual case of a young 
man from Massachusetts who 
woke up after spending 19 
years in a coma.

As the play begins, we see 
a daredevil hiker attempting 
to scale a mountainside. In the 
next scene he is in an ICU unit.

The hiking scene is re-
vealed to be a vision of David 
Rosely, who has had a brain 
aneurysm and is in a deep 
coma. Visual images from 
multiple projectors create 3D 
effects projected against the 
backdrop. 

A transparent scrim takes 
the audience into David’s earlier 
life and mind as he tries to fig-
ure out what has happened. Pro-
jections on the scrim also show 
the audience the passage of time 

while he lies in the coma. 
In a stunning one-person 

performance, actor and co-
writer Alex Lyras creates a 
myriad of characters—doc-
tors, a hip hop nurse, a psycho-
analyst, attorneys and most 
notably David’s twin brother 
Grant who has to decide when 
to take David off life support.

Grant, a greedy, self-
centered businessman, is the 
character who holds the plot 
together. Kate, David’s fian-
cée, never appears, but makes 
her viewpoint known through 
Grant’s at times fractious one-
sided conversations with her. 
She has different ideas as to 
David’s care.

Lyras co-wrote the play 
with director Robert Mc-
Caskill. The two did extensive 
research and consulted with 
doctors and scientists to create 
the script. 

Video and sound de-
sign by Corwin Evans and 
sound by two-time Grammy 
Award-nominated composer 
and sound designer Ken Rich 
make possible the many scene 
changes which allow the story 
to unfold. 

It takes an unusual one-
person play to wow me, but I 

was impressed by Lyras’ per-
formance as he creates the cir-
cle of professionals and family 
members who hover over Da-
vid’s inert body.

At times, however, I felt 
that there were too many 
characters giving their input. 
While they gave the actor a 
chance to show his ability to 
quickly change roles, they 
seemed at times superfluous to 
the plot. 

Although the recreation 
of an end-of-life situation is 
grim, there is also a lot of off-
beat humor to lighten the oth-
erwise heavy subject. I found 
the play to be profound and 
intellectually stimulating.

Plasticity at the Hudson 
Guild Theater, 6539 Santa 
Monica Blvd. Runs through 
March 13th, Fridays, Sat-
urdays, Mondays at 8 p.m.; 
Sundays at 7 p.m., $30 
(323) 960-7787 or www.
plasticitytheplay.com  
  

Alex Lyras  as Grant Rosely in “Plasticity.”  Photo Credit: Jessica Sherman 

Councilmember David Ryu. 
After hearing some resi-

dents’ complaints, which in-
cluded multiple accidents and 
lax police enforcement for 
speeders, Ryu promised a city 
report analyzing Highland 
Avenue within 90 days.

According to Jeannie 
Shen of the city’s transporta-
tion department, portions of 
that promised study are com-
plete, but not all. 

Shen cited other requests, 
which she said had “higher 
priority,” for the delay.

Estevan Montemayor, 
Ryu’s spokesperson, said the 
report should be available in 
“a couple of months.” 

In the meantime, accord-
ing to Montemayor, Ryu has 
approved a permanent speed 
feedback sign that displays 
driver’s speed as they pass on 
the northbound side of High-
land Avenue between Beverly 
Boulevard and Third Street. 

Additionally, Los Angeles 
Police Officer Pete Cordero 
recently released results of an 
informal study of Highland 
Avenue in September over two 
weekdays.

 According to his survey, 
of 27,250 cars recorded, 85% 
traveled over the posted speed 
limit of 35 miles per hour. 

While most of those mo-

torists drove about 5 miles 
faster than allowed, 31 zipped 
by at over 60 miles per hour. 

However, the total aver-
age speed during a 24-hour 
period, according to Cordero’s 
report, was 34.7 miles per 
hour, which means other driv-
ers were travelling well below 

the speed limit. 
According to Julie Strom-

berg, a GWNC boardmember 
and organizer of the town hall, 
the survey seemed to support 
neighbors’ claims of heavy 
congestion on Highland Av-
enue. 

“In Los Angeles, the 
only time cars go below the 
speed limit is because of 
traffic congestion, she said. 

While transportation 
officials continue working 
on their overall study, they 
did re-recommend adding 
a flashing signal at the 2nd 
Street and Highland Avenue 
crosswalk, an idea some resi-
dents opposed in 2013 over 
fears the change would cre-
ate motorist cut through resi-
dential streets.

The city department also 
recommended a left turn ar-
row for motorists driving 
westbound on Beverly Boule-
vard onto Highland Avenue, 
which they said would help 
ease congestion on that street 
during weekday peak times. 

HIGHLAND from page 1

According to a Los Angeles Police 
Officer’s informal survey, of 27,250 
cars recorded over two days last 

September, 85% traveled over the 
posted speed limit of 35 miles per hour. 

While most of those motorists drove 
about 5 miles faster than allowed, 

31 zipped by at over 60 miles per hour. 

“

”
I responded optimisti-

cally.
“Of course! You always 

have the answer,” I said.
“Go online and order a 

new showerhead.” 
I waited for more bon 

mots of wisdom, but he ex-
plained that we live in a world 
where there is no such thing as 
“showerhead repair,” and that 
my best bet was to replace it.

Sure enough Dave was 
right. I jumped online and 
found numerous reasonably 
priced options—including the 
exact same showerhead I love, 
but a new, shiny, tsunami-
force water pressure version.

Which once again goes 
to prove, “If I can’t figure 
it out—and I know that I 
can’t—my friend Dave can.”

HOLMES from page 7
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[BETTER KNOW A BARTENDER]

Penicillin by Edmon’s Bartender/
Therapist
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

This month The Ledger 
sits down with Fernando Be-
tancourt, bartender at the Ed-
mon, to discuss his career and 
favorite drinks.

Where are you from?
Culver City.

How long have you been 
bartending?
Since about 2010.

How’d you get into bartend-
ing?
My grandfather used to own 
a nightclub and restaurant in 
Los Feliz. So, I pretty much 
grew up in the industry, al-
though it didn’t really catch 
my attention until one sum-
mer when I spent all my time 
there in his office. I’d get so-
das at the bar and then around 
closing I’d help clean up.

What was the bar’s name?
Pedro’s Grill on Vermont Ave-
nue, which is now 1739 Public 
House. 

So you got your start watch-
ing the show and you 
thought “I want to do this 
for a living”?
Yeah, man. 

What are some of the funni-
est, weirdest, most interesting 
things you’ve seen on the job?
Honestly, the guests. The stories 
they tell about the day they’ve 
had. You’re like a therapist in 
a way. You help answer their 
questions and you kind of figure 
some stuff out about yourself 
that way, stuff you didn’t know. 
I find that very interesting and a 
little scary in a way. 

I’ve never been a patient 
person and I realized that 
when this one man came in 
who had just divorced his wife. 
He told me this story about 
how his family was going on a 
trip and he just flipped out be-

cause his wife was running out 
of gas and they were five miles 
away from the nearest gas sta-
tion. Long story short, I real-
ized I’ve had similar instances 
in that way.

I’ve never heard of a bartend-
er leaning about themselves 
through their customers.
I feel like it’s a job where you 
have to listen. It’s not just 
“What’ll you have?” It goes 
beyond that to why are they 
sitting here and what’s go-
ing on in their day. You want 
someone to hear your story, 
I’ll listen. You need advice, I’ll 
give it. If there’s anything par-
ticularly crazy you want to try 
as a drink, I’ll make it. 

What is one of your favor-
ite drinks and how do you 
make it?
I don’t have a particular favorite 
drink. Every drink I make, I put 
a lot of thought into it. On our 
menu, I like the Penicillin. 

Penicillin
2 oz Scotch
¾ oz Lemon Juice
½ oz Honey
3 to 4 slices muddled ginger

Shake with ice and strain 
over ice in a rocks glass and 
then spritz with a spray of 
Laphroaig Scotch. 

Bartending is not just about making 
great cocktails, but also listening, 
said Edmon’s drink maker Fernando 
Betancourt. Photo: Michael Darling.

®
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in Beachwood almost 100 years 
ago—said the future of the vil-
lage is now in jeopardy. 

If businesses keep fail-
ing, he said, he may consider 
converting the village’s main 
commercial property into 
townhomes or condos.

Residents instead say what 
is still missing from Ryu’s office 
is a long-term solution to the 
Hollywood Sign tourism issue.

“Ryu has not kept his prom-
ises that he has made to us in 
terms of helping us find a long-
term solution,” said J.J. Blair, an 
outgoing boardmember of the 
Hollywoodland Homeowner’s 
Assoc. that represents some 
households in the area. 

“We are very disappoint-
ed by him, and we feel like 
we have not been given a fair 

shake,” Blair said. “He’s been 
an equal opportunity ignorer 
and has continued to kick the 
can down the road.”

Residents in lower Beach-
wood seem to agree. 

 “Because hikers [and 
tourists] continue to be very 
attracted to…the sign and now 
park their cars below the vil-
lage, people who have no park-
ing at all who live…in apart-
ments [in lower Beachwood] 
cannot leave on the weekends 
and expect to be able to return 
after doing errands,” said Eda 
Hallinan, a 63-year resident of 
lower Beachwood. “They are 
prisoners in their own homes.”

According to Hallinan, 
the parking problem has hit 
residents in lower Beachwood 
particularly hard because 
the area’s many apartment 

buildings were built without 
enough parking spots for each 
tenant to begin with. 

As a result, Hallinan said, 
parking was already scarce 
long before anybody began 
talking about Hollywood Sign 
tourist traffic. 

The residual effects of the 
new parking restrictions on 
businesses and residents have 
also caused one of Ryu’s stron-
gest campaign allies to with-
draw her support. 

“The person he was as a 
candidate inspired all of us. 
The person he is as a coun-
cilmember is disappointing 
many, disappointing most,” 
said Fran Reichenbach, a 
formal local publisher and 
Beachwood Canyon resident 
who was on Ryu’s transition 
team after he was elected.

BEACHWOOD from page 4
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wbtla.org

wbtecc.org

Start Here

brawerman.org/east

Where Love of Learning Lives

[OUT AND ABOUT]

March 2017 

ART

Picasso And Rivera: 
Conversations Across Time 
Pablo Picasso and Diego Rivera 
were contemporaries and 
sometimes competitors. Both 
were at one point part of the 
cubist movement, but also played 
with subjects from antiquity. 
This exhibition of 150 paintings, 
etchings and watercolors by 
the two artists contrasts the 
modernist approach in Europe 
and Latin America. Tickets are 
$25. LACMA, through Sun. May 
7th, 2017. 5905 Wilshire Blvd. 
Information: (323) 857-6010, 
lacma.org

Trading Cards 2 Last Year, 
artist Cyler Smith had a smash 
hit show at Gallery 1988 with 
his painted “trading cards” of 
fictional athletes from tv and 
movies. Now he’s back with 
a second series featuring all-
stars like boxer Rocky Balboa 
(Sylvester Stallone in Rocky), 
Rockford Peaches catcher 
Dottie Hinson (Geena Davis in A 
League of their Own) and bowler 
Ernie McCracken (Bill Murray 
in Kingpin). Free. Gallery 1988 
(East), through Sat. March 4th. 
7021 Melrose Ave. Information: 
nineteeneightyeight.com

BOOKS

Chris Hayes MSNBC host Hayes’ 
book A Colony in a Nation looks 
at the increasing divisions within 
the United States and analyses 
the current state of affairs 
through the lens of both social 
and political history. Hayes will 
sign and discuss the book as 
well as offer his thoughts on 
whatever craziness takes the 
national spotlight between now 
and late March. Free. Barnes and 
Noble at the Grove, Mon. March 
27th, 7:30 p.m. 189 The Grove 
Drive. Information: (323) 525-0270, 
barnesandnoble.com

Lisa Dickey Dickey has traveled 
across the whole of Russia 
three times – in 1995, 2005 and 
2015. In her new book Bears on 
the Streets, Dickey shares the 
stories of her travels and the 
friends she made along the way 
in eleven different Russian cities 
including a group of gay friends 
in Novosibirsk and a rap star in 
Moscow. Dickey will discuss the 
book over lunch. Tickets start at 
$35. Wilshire Ebell Theatre, Mon. 
March 13th, 11:30 a.m. 4401 West 
8th St. Info: ebellla.org/theatre.

FILM

Lebowski Fest The annual 
celebration of the Coen Brothers’ 
classic 1998 low stakes noir 
comedy The Big Lebowski turns 15 
this year. This endlessly quotable 
cult classic finds our hero, 
Venice stoner Jeffery “The Dude” 
Lebowski (Jeff Bridges), exploring 
the weirder corners of L.A. after a 
pair of goons ruin his living room 
rug, which really tied the room 
together. Come in costume, throw 
back a couple of White Russians 
and enjoy a performance from 
the Kyle Gass Band before the 
screening along with actors from 
the movie. Tickets start at $20. 
The Wiltern, Fri. March 3rd, 7 p.m. 
3790 Wilshire Blvd. Information: 
wiltern.com

The Live John Carpenter’s 
cult classic sci-fi satire of the 
Reagan years has gained a new 

prescience over the decades since 
its release in in 1988. The film’s 
ghoulish aliens and ominous 
OBEY slogan have inspired 
their fair share of politically 
charged art. Of course on top of 
the political subtext there’s a 
thrilling action movie, featuring 
an incredible five-minute fight 
scene between stars “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper and Keith David. 
Tickets are $12. Cinefamily at the 
Silent Movie Theater, Fri. March 
10th, 11:59 p.m. 611 N Fairfax Ave. 
Information: cinefamily.org

MUSIC

Agnes Obel Danish singer-
songwriter Obel’s dark chamber 
pop has led to comparisons to 
fellow Scandinavian Lykke Li. She 
broke out stateside in 2016 with 
her critically acclaimed record 
Citizen of Glass and her single 
“Familiar” has gotten a lot of 
play on KCRW. Music historians 
will be particularly interested in 
Obel, as she’s recently taken up 
playing the Trautonium, a rare 
musical instrument from the 
1920s that resembles a primitive 
synthesizer. Tickets are $20. The 
El Rey, Tues. March 12th, 8:30 p.m. 
5515 Wilshire Blvd. Information: 
theelrey.com

THEATER

Improvised Shakespeare 
Company Led by Silicon Valley 
star Thomas Middleditch, 
Chicago’s Improvised 
Shakespeare Company comes to 
Los Angeles for two nights. Using 
audience suggestions, the troupe 
creates a comedic Shakespeare 
style play on the spot. Tickets 
are $30. Largo at the Coronet, 
Mon. March 13th and Tue. March 
14th. 366 N. La Cienega Blvd. 
Information: largo-la.com

SPORTS

L.A. Marathon Stretching from 
Dodger Stadium to the Santa 
Monica palisades, the 26 mile 
course will mostly go along 
Sunset Boulevard, cutting 
through Hollywood and other 
parts of L.A. If you don’t feel 

like taking part in the race, 
cheer participants on from the 
sidelines. Registration starts 
at $205. L.A. Marathon, Sun. 
March 19th. Race begins at 6:30 
a.m., street closures earlier. 
Information: lamarathon.com

COMMUNITY

Cross Stitch Club Have you ever 
wanted to learn how to cross 
stitch? Now’s your chance. All 
levels of experience are welcome; 
materials will be provided. Pio 
Pico-Koreatown Branch Library, 
Tues. March 7th and Tues. March 
21st, 4 p.m. 694 S. Oxford Ave. Info: 
lapl.org and (213) 368-7647.

High School Sports Roundup
By Mike Guardabascio, Special to the Ledger

LOYOLA HIGH SCHOOL
The Loyola basketball team 
earned a playoff berth with 
an 18-9 regular season record, 
finishing third place in the 
powerhouse Mission League. 
Loyola was preparing to host a 
CIF Division 1A quarterfinal 
game as of press time, head-
ing into a showdown with La 
Cañada. 

The Cubs soccer team 
finished second place in the 
Mission League with a regular 
season record of 14-9-5 and at 
press time were preparing to 
host a second-round playoff 
game against Santa Barbara.

LOS ANGELES HIGH 
SCHOOL
There was no way for L.A. 
High to follow up its magical 
CIF championship football 
season, but the Romans’ boys’ 
basketball team certainly did 
its best.

The boys’ basketball team 
went 18-8 in the regular sea-
son and took second place in 
the Exposition League. The 
team earned a playoff berth in 
the CIF LA City Section but 
fell 56-39 in the first round.

MARLBOROUGH
After a 7-7 start, the Mustangs 
basketball team has been on 
fire, rattling off 11 straight 
wins to take an 18-7 record 
into the playoffs. 

Marlborough, which fin-
ished the season ranked in the 
top 10 in the CIF-SS Division 
2A rankings, easily won its 

first two playoff games against 
Brentwood and Segerstrom 
and was prepping for a quar-
terfinal clash with Lompoc at 
press time.

The Marlborough girls’ 
soccer team finished the regu-
lar season 5-11-1 and missed 
the playoffs, as did the school’s 
water polo team (3-18).

WESTRIDGE 
The Tigers had a great winter, 
with the school’s water polo, 
basketball, and soccer teams 
are all making the playoffs.

Westridge’s girls’ wa-
ter polo team went 20-8 and 
claimed a Prep League cham-
pionship, only losing one game 
in league. 

Senior Kira O’Donell led 
the team with 5.8 goals per 
game, backed up by senior 
Georgia Bogle’s four goals per 
game. The Tigers were upset 
in the first round of the CIF 
playoffs by Warren.

The Westridge basketball 
team finished the regular sea-
son 13-9 but made the play-
offs, where it pulled narrow 
upsets in its first two games, 
beating Calvary Chapel and 
Cal Lutheran. The Tigers were 
preparing for a quarterfinal 
game against Coachella Val-
ley at press time and were led 
by senior Juliana Favela’s 17.7 
points per game.

Mike Guardabascio is the Prep 
Sports Editor for the Long 
Beach Press-Telegram

Diego Rivers’s “Flower Day” is featured through Sun. May 7th at LACMA’s Picasso 
and Rivera: Conversations Across Time.
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Bilingual

Diverse

French-English
bilingual curriculum 
from preschool 
through 12th grade

www.internationalschool.la
or text BOOKTOUR to 31996

Burbank Los Feliz Orange County Pasadena West Valley

Now enrolling
preschool

at Los Feliz!

[GIRLS ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP ACADEMY]

Makers’ Space, New Clubs 
and More
By Niah Overstreet and Yvenie Joseph, ’21

The teachers at GALA 
are training on new me-
dia equipment for our new 
broadcast newsroom in GA-

LA’s makers’ space. In the 
makers’ space, GALA stu-
dents will be able to build ro-
bots, make movies, discover 
engineering, and experience 
the flight simulators.

There are five new clubs at 
GALA. They are the Fashioni-
stas, Art, Games, GALA Am-
bassadors and The National 
Honor Society.  

Additionally, laptops that 

were donated for each student 
have arrived. 

In Earth Science, stu-
dents are studying divergent 
plate boundaries, while 9th 
grade English students used 
cereal marketing to under-
stand audience and rhetori-
cal analysis. 

Students are also writing 
research papers about female 
hidden figures in Science, 

Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) fields.

In Advisories, GALA girls 
are exploring careers in STEM 
fields.

In 6th grade History, stu-
dents are learning about an-
cient Israel.  

In the Sparks Program, 
students are making railroads 
out of paper and building 
bridges.

Pilgrim Hires New Head of School

Pilgrim School this month 
announced the appointment 
of Paul I. Barsky as the next 
Head of School, effective July 
1, 2017. This appointment is 
the culmination of an exten-
sive nationwide search.

Since 2010, Paul has been 
the Head of Upper School at 
Francis Parker School in San 
Diego, which runs from Ju-
nior Kindergarten to 12th 
grade. He received his A.B. in 
Political Science from Colum-
bia University and his M.A. 
in Teaching of Social Studies 
from Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University. 

Throughout his career, 
Paul has taught in educational 
communities in the United 
States, Western Europe, and 
Asia. Prior to his years at Fran-
cis Parker School, Paul was the 
Head of Upper School at The 
Hewitt School in New York 
City, and before that, Head 
of the History Department 
at The Spence School in New 
York City.

Paul’s administrative and 
teaching experiences in several 
different types of schools have 
prepared him well to imple-
ment Pilgrim’s mission of 
educating the whole child by 
enriching the mind, nurtur-

ing the spirit, and encourag-
ing thoughtful moral choices, 
while supporting the School’s 
vision of creating a unique ed-
ucational and developmental 
path for each child. 

Paul is well versed in the 
complexities of running an 
urban school and establish-
ing a harmonious relationship 
among the various constituen-
cies of a diverse educational 
community. His experience 
and background in teaching, 
administration and leadership, 
as well as his stated long-term 
personal commitment to cre-
ating thoughtful and compas-
sionate communities make 
him well suited to execute the 
mission of Pilgrim School.

Paul and his wife, Rima, 
will be re-locating to Los An-
geles from San Diego.

Paul Barsky will be next head of 
school, effective July 1st.

GALA students will be able to build ro-
bots, make movies, discover engineering, 

and experience the flight simulators.

Hancock 
Elementary 
Walk-a-Thon 
Raises 25K

Hancock Park Elemen-
tary held their annual 100th 
Day of School Walk-a-Thon 
fundraiser February 8th, rais-
ing $25,000 in donations for 
the school. 

Students grades Kinder-
garten through 5th partici-
pated in the mile-long walk, 
earning donations pledged 
by their friends, families and 
neighbors. 

Two students tied for 
most money raised—5th grad-
er Alexandra Kolodziej and 1st 
grader Katarina Kolodziej—
and both will receive a special 
lunch as a prize.

The Kindergarten class 
had 100% participation from 
its students, which means 
they’ll get to celebrate with a 
class popsicle party. 

Additionally, each stu-
dent who raised $100 or more 
received a commemorative 
Walk-a-Thon t-shirt to show 
off their school pride. 

Advertise in the

Larchmont Ledger
(323) 741-0019
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[THIRD STREET SCHOOL]

Lunar New Year
By Tae Yeon Paik, TK grade

In the week 
of Lunar 
New Year, 

Korean Dual Language Pro-
gram (KDLP) students from 
many nationalities learn about 
the customs, traditions, games 
and food Koreans eat on Lu-
nar New Year. 

Moms of the students who 
are in KDLP made tteokguk 
(rice cake soup) in front of the 
classrooms for each and ev-
ery one of the students in the 
program. The smell of the rice 
cake soup coming through the 

classroom door caused some 
students to become hungry. 

The moms finally served 
the rice cake soup at lunchtime 
with snacks and students rushed 
in the classroom to get a bowl 
of their own. Students who were 
unfamiliar with Korean culture 
were especially interested. Stu-
dents had seconds and thirds 
until the pot was empty.

The students wore hanbok 
(Korean traditional clothes) 
that had the colors of the rain-
bow and looked very bright 
and gaudy. Students played 

traditional Korean games of 
yut nori (played with a board 
and sticks), jae gi cha gi (played 
with a bag of coins that a play-
ers kick until someone loses 
control and the bag falls on 
the ground) and jul da ri gi 
(tug of war). 

Students from all KDLP 
classes learned a lot while hav-
ing fun and getting to experi-
ence a different culture.

As a result, KDLP stu-
dents who never knew about 
these customs had a full 
week of learning about about 
the enjoyable Korean cus-
toms and traditions and feel 
the wonderful experience of 
Lunar New Year.  
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[BRAWERMAN ELEMENTARY EAST]
By Nathan and Noa Bookstaver, 3rd grade

Brawerman Elementary 
just had Camp Day, when the 
entire school takes buses to 
Camp Hess Kramer in Mal-
ibu, California and does lots 
of outdoor group activities. 
Some of the activities were ed-
ucational, some were athletic, 
some were artistic, and some 
were just fun.

The athletic activities 
were things like flag tag, ar-

chery, soccer and basketball. 
We also played a camp game 
called Gaga, which is like a 
combination of handball and 
dodgeball, where you can’t let 
the ball touch your feet or legs. 

We hiked to the beach and 
learned how to make sand vol-
canoes. There were also groups 
that did science experiments like 
making balloon greenhouses. 
They put soil and seeds in a bal-
loon, and eventually the seeds 
will grow into radish plants. 

The artistic activities were 

making candles, lanyards, and 
God’s Eyes. There was also a 
group that did creative writ-
ing, and a group called Sing & 
Chill that ended up writing a 
song together. 

There’s a creek at camp 
that’s been dry for 8 years, but 
this time there was finally water 
flowing in it because of all the 
rain we just had. The other cool 
thing about it was we got to see 
all of the kids from Brawerman 
West, which we only get to do a 
few times a year.

[IMMACULATE HEART]

Spring into Spring
By Lauren Berger ’18 

March Mad-
ness isn’t just 
for college 

basketball! Roused and read-
ied by Immaculate Heart’s re-
cent Pep Rally, students now 
jump head first into March 
activities and spring sports. 

Marking the first day of 
Lent on March 1st, the IH 
school community will gather 
for an Ash Wednesday prayer 
service. Lent is a time for self-
discipline, resolve, and grati-
tude, and students of all back-
grounds are invited to partake 
in this traditionally reflective 
season leading up to Easter. 

Also on tap this month, 
seniors will attend their final 
class retreat known as Kairos, 
which is Greek for “opportu-
nity” or “time for an action to 
take place.” Kairos is a three-
day retirement from the bustle 
of academic life. Exclusively 
a senior privilege, Kairos pro-
vides a time for spiritual and 
personal growth, erecting 
memories to last a lifetime. 

Coinciding with St. Pat-

rick’s Day on March 17th is 
the Mother/Daughter Lun-
cheon and Fashion Show, 
which will feature the theme 
“An Irish Garden Party.” True 
to Immaculate Heart’s core 
values, the luncheon celebrates 
mothers and gives students the 
chance to enjoy themselves 
with both their family at IH 
and their family at home. 
Members of the Senior Class 
will model the latest fash-
ion trends during the event, 
which will also feature a silent 
auction and Spring Raffle, 
all sponsored by the Parent 
Council.

The Genesians will stage 
their final production of the 
year for four performances, 
March 23rd-26th. This year, 
members of Immaculate 
Heart’s theater company will 
perform a musical version of 
the classic play Romeo & Juliet. 

The month will end with 
the high school electing stu-
dent officers for the next 
school year. Time flies during 
this busy month!
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[TURNING POINT]

Students Headed to the 
Dominican Republic
By Jack Beiley, 7th grade

February was 
a busy month 

for Turning Point School and 
all of its students. In keeping 
with our global citizenship 
curriculum, the 7th graders 
will be traveling to the Do-
minican Republic this March. 

As a service-learning 
project, 7th graders are ask-

ing middle school families to 
help donate personal hygiene 
supplies to fill “health kits,” 
which we will be bringing for 
people in high poverty areas of 
the Dominican Republic. 

In addition, we will also 
be participating in an ex-
change program with 7th 
grade students from the Do-
minican Republic and our 
Primary students will be col-
lecting coins to fund a Student 
Environmental Summit dur-
ing our trip.  

On February 17th, Turn-
ing Point had its annual Hoop-

A-Thon. The Hoop-A-Thon is 
a student-led fundraiser dur-
ing which Primary through 
5th grade participants are in-
vited to take five minutes and 
“shoot hoops” in front of their 
parents. 

Families are encouraged 
to pledge money to sponsor 
their students in a basketball 

shootout, or they too can par-
ticipate in a variety of basket-
ball related activities. 

The parents also have 
their own shoot-out, and the 
winners get their name etched 
into a trophy. The money 
raised will help to fund our 
athletic department and gar-
den program, as well as help 
fund our middle school tutor-
ing program with underserved 
schools. After the exciting 
shoot-out, the entire school 
enjoys hamburgers from the 
In-n-Out truck at the end of 
the day.

liminary proposal of space 
to Citizens of the World-
Hollywood identifying 3rd 
Street Elementary School—2 
instructional spaces and 1 ad-
ministrative space—as a po-
tential co-location,” she stat-
ed in an email to the Ledger.

Perez said letters about 
the possible move would 
be sent to parents and legal 
guardians around the first of 
March.   

According to Claudia 
Rips, a parent of a 2nd grad-
er, parents are concerned be-
cause, they say, the campus 
doesn’t have the capacity to 
absorb a charter school.

The spaces in question, 
she said, are not really empty 
classrooms but are used for 
arts and enrichment pro-

grams—which are made pos-
sible through fundraising 
by the parents—for occupa-
tional, speech and physical 
therapy and for students with 

special needs. 
“What will happen to 

these programs? Where will 
the students go?” she asked.

An already stressed infra-
structure, both of the school and 
its surrounding area, according 
to Rips, creates safety and logis-
tics issues like increased traffic 

as 3rd Street is near another He-
brew academy.

“How will the area 
handle a third” school? said 

Rips.  
If such a change were to 

occur for the start of the 2017 
– 2018 school year, the charter 
school must decide May 1st.
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According to Claudia Rips, a parent of a 3rd Street 2nd grader, 
parents are concerned because, they say, the campus doesn’t 

have the capacity to absorb a charter school. The spaces in 
question, she said, are not really empty classrooms but are used 

for arts and enrichment programs—which are made possible 
through fundraising by the parents—for occupational, speech 

and physical therapy and for students with special needs. 
“What will happen to these programs? 

Where will the students go?” she asked.

7th graders are asking middle school 
families to help donate personal hygiene 

supplies to fill “health kits,” which we will 
be bringing for people in high poverty 

areas of the Dominican Republic.
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