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Ficus Tree
Phase Out

Garcetti Not
Taking
Schwartz’s
Challenges

By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer
The Larchmont Village
Business Improvement District (LVBID) will file a request with the city to remove
three trees on Larchmont
Boulevard as the first step in
an overall plan to gradually
phase out the ficus trees on the
street and replace them with a
less root-invasive species.
Heather Duffy Boylston,
co-head of the LVBID, said
that among the merchants
who have had to deal with the
financial fallout of invasive
roots damaging sidewalks and
sewage lines, there is a general
agreement about the removal
of the trees.
“They tell me, ‘The
see FICUS page 9

By Allison B. Cohen
and Sheila Lane

Locals, including Los Angeles City Councilmembers David Ryu (center) and Paul Koretz (right of Ryu) made their mark
on the Women’s March January 21st in Downtown Los Angeles. (Photo: Courtesy Council District 4). Men, women and children alike either protested in Washington, D.C. or were among the hundreds of thousands that marched from Pershing
Square to Los Angeles City Hall (Photo: Allison B. Cohen). Another Angeleno, Kat Coyle (bottom right) owner of Atwater Village’s Little Knittery created the march’s most visible symbol of solidarity, the knitted pink hat. (Photo: Juliet Bennett Rylah).

Julie Stromberg: Agent for Change
By Sheila Lane, Contributing Ledger Writer
If one were to put together
a list of the most dynamic community activists in the Greater
Wilshire area, Julie Stromberg
would surely be on it.
Stromberg is on the
board of several organizations that serve the immediate community, such as the
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council (GWNC), the
Ebell of Los Angeles and the
Windsor Village Assoc., as
well those that have a wider
reach such as the Los Angeles City College Foundation,
the Miracle Mile Democratic
Club and the Women Lawyers
Assoc. of Los Angeles. She is
also an attorney at Obagi Law
Group focusing on business
litigation.
“I’m really good at multitasking and just finding time
to do things,” she said. “And
I probably don’t sleep as much

Ideas for the love sick or those
sick of love, page 2

Windsor Village resident Julie Stromberg acts on the causes she believes
in through leadership positions in
various community and political organizations.

as I should.”
Born in Montreal, Stromberg moved to South Orange
County in her teens when her
father’s job transferred him

Community News:

Puddles no more for Pan Pacific
Park? page 3

Los Angeles mayoral candidate Mitchell Schwartz, of
Windsor Square, turned the
screw on his opponent in January, demanding incumbent
Mayor Eric Garcetti pledge
he will serve at least one year
if re-elected in March and explain why he has opted out of
a campaign finance program
he’s previously supported.
Whoever is elected mayor,
either with majority of the vote
in the March primary or in a
May run-off, will serve for 5 ½
years due to recent changes in
the timing of city elections.
see MAYOR RACE page 5
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to the area. She went on to
study English and Philosophy
at Berkeley, but returned to
Southern California after she
graduated in 2001 to tend to her
mother who had breast cancer.
She enrolled at Loyola
Law School in Los Angeles
where she met her husband
Winston Stromberg, who is
also a lawyer.
The two moved from just
south of Sycamore Square
to Windsor Village in 2011
where they currently live with
their two sons, Julien, 4, and
Leo, 1.
Although Stromberg already had a history of working
for causes that were important
to her, such as the environment and animal rescue, she
didn’t consider political office
until 2012 when she became
the chair of the Friends of
see STROMBERG page 10

Politics:

City Councilmember Ryu takes
on developer donations, page 4

Yes: Save our
Neighborhoods

No: Not the
Right Answer

By Jill Stewart

By Jill Bauman

Measure S has a simple
message: City Hall must work
for the public interest, not the
special interests.
Measure S holds our city
officials accountable to do
their jobs and follow the rules.
It ends growing corruption
downtown by stopping payto-play backroom deals with
developers, while encouraging
smart planning, done legally.
Measure S says no to rulebreaking developers who have
created gridlock, skyrocketing
rents and human displacement
using “spot zoning”—
a trick in which City Hall
grants an exemption from
zoning to developers who often give our councilmembers
campaign donations. That’s

Measure S on the March
7th ballot is alarming.
While its backers have
blanketed our city with billboards promising to “Save
Our Neighborhoods,” it
would do nothing of the sort.
It would stop construction
of much needed low-income,
permanent supportive and affordable housing so desperately needed. And it would have a
terrible impact on our neighbors—especially our homeless
neighbors and those at risk of
becoming homeless.
As a longtime Hancock
Park resident, I appreciate the
feeling that change is coming
too fast and with too little direction to our city.
The backers of Measure S

see YES ON S page 3

see NO ON S page 3

Community News:

“Hollyweed” prank alarms authorities, page 4

Restaurant Review:

New location celebrates Cassell’s
Hamburgers heritage, page 12

Larchmont Ledger

Who We Are
ALLISON B. COHEN Allison is the publisher of both the Larchmont Ledger,
since 2015, and the Los Feliz Ledger since
2005. She holds a Master’s Degree from
the University of Southern California’s
Annenberg School for Communication
and Journalism (her theses was on local
community newspaper development) as well as a B.A.,
also from USC, in Broadcast Journalism. Prior to starting
the Ledger newspapers, Allison wrote for the Los Angeles
Times, the Larchmont Chronicle and other publications.
She has lived in the neighborhoods of Hancock Park, Oxford Square and Los Feliz and has served as a vestry and
school board member for St. James Episcopal Church and
school, on the board of the Ebell of Los Angeles, as a local
Big Sunday Captain and a long-time member of the
Larchmont Babysitting Co-Op. Allison has two grown
sons who, after graduating from Loyola High School, now
attend Georgetown University and Boston College.
ERIN HICKEY Erin joined the Larchmont
Ledger family in March 2015. Previously, she worked as a freelancer, writing for
FLOOD Magazine and copy-editing for
Rare Bird Books, J. Ryan Stradal, and
826LA. In college, she was managing
editor of her school paper, the Union
Weekly. A native Angeleno, Erin enjoys window-shopping
on Larchmont Boulevard and prosciutto sandwiches from
Larchmont Village Wine.

SHEILA LANE Sheila has been with the
Larchmont Ledger since February 2015.
Prior to that she was a writer for an internet news program, a contributing writer
to a series of books on Hollywood legends and a development executive for
television and film companies, including
the Hallmark Hall of Fame. Sheila’s connection to the
Larchmont community stems from years of involvement
with the St. James’ Episcopal School, Operation School
Bell and Marlborough School.
LIBBY BUTLER-GLUCK is the Advertising Manager, overseeing ad sales, client
relations and management of accounts.
She resides in Los Feliz with her husband, David and daughter, Georgi. Libby’s favorite pastime is knitting (she’s
quite good at it), she loves Korean BBQ
and when asked what her favorite color is, she says she is
currently “obsessed with pastels.”
TIFFANY SIMS has been the graphic designer for the Ledger newspapers since
2007. She has a BFA in Graphic Design
from UCLA. While she currently lives
in the Valley, she has owned a triplex in
Silver Lake since 2003. She enjoys going
to flea markets, DIY home improvement
projects and fixing up vintage travel trailers.

MELROSE AVE

WILSHIRE BLVD

ROSSMORE AVE

HIGHLAND AVE

N

Make a New Year’s Resolution
to Write a Letter and
Attend a Hearing
It’s no surprise to anyone living in Hancock Park that development
is surging all around us. While these new apartments and condos;
restaurants and stores make our area an exciting place to live,
they also put a strain on our already overcrowded streets and
environment. We’re sitting longer in traffic, having a harder time
finding parking, and wondering if the noisy party celebrating at a
new restaurant a few blocks away will ever break up. There are a
number of ways the City gives us for putting reasonable controls and
limits on development, including Conditional Use Permits (CUP).
However, input into these processes requires that community
members attend hearings, write letters and go to meetings.
2016 alone saw a number of new plans proposed that will
significantly affect Hancock Park: Paramount Pictures’ plans for
building new office towers, and installing supergraphic, electronic
billboards; construction of residential housing on the former
Farmer’s Insurance properties on Wilshire; and a new restaurant at
Seward and Melrose. Besides property development, the City has
big plans for adding bicycle lanes on some of our major streets like
Melrose. In order to have our voices heard and taken into account
we need to write letters, attend hearings and go to meetings.
Our Councilman has been very supportive of our community’s efforts
and works to get our concerns addressed, but we need everyone’s
help. So we’re asking you to make a New Year’s Resolution to
write one letter or go to one hearing in 2017. We’re not asking that
there be no development, just that development be sensibly and
appropriately sized and controlled so that no one runs roughshod
over their neighbors. The Association will alert you via the website
and email when we need your help.
Don’t forget to keep you and your family safe. Lock your lock your
house, car and activate your house alarm if you have one. Contact
Officer Dave Cordova if you are a victim of a crime and Dave can
take a crime report. Call his cell phone, 213-793-0650 or send him
an email, 31646@lapd.lacity.org with all the information, including
your name and telephone number.
Make a new year’s resolution now to join a committee and be an
active member of the Hancock Park Community. The Association’s
website is: www.hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org. The
HPOZ Preservation Plan www.preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/
hancock-park regulates our HPOZ. Contact our City Planner,
Renata Dragland (renata.dragland@lacity.org), and use the online
form (http://preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.checklist)
if you plan on making changes to the exterior of your house.
Report graffiti sightings by calling 311 or at the City’s Anti-Graffiti
Request System - http://bit.ly/1cOXua8 and by calling Hollywood
Beautification, 323-463-5180.
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Valentine’s Day 2017
Compiled by Michael Darling,
Ledger Contributing Writer
FOR THE LOVE SICK
Grier Musser Museum
Valentine Tour
Get a sense of what L.A. was like
in the Victorian era by touring
an authentic Victorian house.
In celebration of Valentine’s
Day, the museum will display
a rare collection of Victorian
Valentines, as well as vintage
teddy bears and Kewpie dolls.
Refreshments will be provided
at the end of the tour. Tickets
are $12.
Grier Musser Museum
Sun. February 12th, 1 p.m.
and 2:30 p.m.
Info: griermussermuseum.org
Sex and the City Zoo Dinner
Join the Greater Los Angeles
Zoo Association for a romantic
lecture and farm-to-table
dinner. In celebration of
Valentine’s Day, Zoo experts
will discuss some of the animal
kingdom’s more interesting
mating rituals. Then enjoy a
five-course meal with wine
pairings from Foxen Winery,
a sustainable winery based in
Santa Maria. A reception with
champagne and chocolate will
precede the lecture. Tickets are
$140 for the reception, dinner
and lecture; $40 for just the
reception and lecture.
L.A. Zoo, Sat. February 11th,
5 p.m 5337 Zoo Dr.
Info: (323) 644-4200, lazoo.org
Vintage Valentine at the
Rialto Celebrate Valentine’s
Day in a retro way at South
Pasadena’s historic Rialto
Theater (recently seen onscreen
in La La Land). Dance to the
sounds of vintage crooners
performing with the Johnny
Holiday Dance Orchestra and
then enjoy a screening of
Singin’ In The Rain. A speakeasy
bar, as well as impersonators
of stars like Marilyn Monroe,

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Groucho Marx
and Charlie
Chaplin will help
keep the evening
lively. Tickets
start at $100.
The Rialto
Theater
Sat. February 11th, 5:30 p.m.
1023 Fair Oaks Ave.,
South Pasadena.
Info: vintagevalentine.org

City Lights
On Valentine’s Day, you and
your date should take an
extended lunch and head to
LACMA for a matinee screening
of Charlie Chaplin’s romantic
masterpiece. City Lights finds
Chaplin’s iconic Little Tramp
falling in love with a beautiful
blind flower girl who mistakes
him for a rich man. Our hero
then sets about trying to find a
way to raise money for a sightrestoring operation. Tickets $4.
LACMA
Tues. February 14th, 1 p.m.
5905 Wilshire Blvd. Information:
(323) 857-6010, lacma.org

FOR THOSE
SICK OF LOVE
Mortified Doomed
Valentine Show
Mortified is a live storytelling
show where brave people share
their most embarrassing life
stories. At this special edition
of Mortified, the cringe will be
cranked to 11 as it’s themed
around Valentine’s Days that
went amiss. Get ready for tales
about romantic gestures that
backfired and awkward sexrelated injuries. Tickets start
at $20.
Wanderlust
Sat. February 11th,
6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m.
1367 N. Highland Ave.
Info: getmortified.com

Broken Hearts
Circus
Who needs a
Valentine when you could have
a circus? Angel City Brewery
hosts an all-day festival of
music and performance. Enjoy
a beer or three while taking in
music from See-Ya, Supertall
Paul and Blackwater Jukebox;
as well as clowns, comics,
acrobats and dancers. A
magician will roam around the
brewery performing close up
illusions and circus treats like
cotton candy and popcorn will
be available. Free.
Angel City Brewery
& Public House
Sun. February 12th,
1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
216 S. Alameda St.
Info: angelcitybrewery.com
Birds’ Anti-Valentine’s
Party
What becomes of the brokenhearted on Valentine’s Day?
They go to Birds and take part
in the restaurant’s 23-year old
tradition of celebrating AntiValentine’s Day. Pay “tribute”
to whoever broke your heart
by bashing male and female
pinatas, take part in the “worst
dumping” story competition
and add your ex’s name to the
communal voodoo doll. Free.
Birds
Tues. February 14th,
9 p.m. to 2 a.m.
5925 Franklin Ave.
Info: birdshollywood.com
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Help on the
Way for PuddleFilled Pan
Pacific Park
By Erin Hickey
Ledger Contributing Writer
FAIRFAX—After
several
years of flooding following
each rainy season, the athletic field at Pan Pacific Park
can expect to see that issue
resolved within the next five
months, according to Cathie
Santo Domingo, of the Los
Angeles Dept. of Recreation
and Parks.
This is thanks to a proposed
renovation to the park, which
would resolve drainage issues,
add more lights, bleachers, trees
and picnic tables and increase
Americans with Disabilities Act
amenities for the field, among
other improvements.
The project, which has
been in the works since 2015,
was halted due to a lack of
funding and initial contractor bids coming in “well above
city estimates,” according to
Santo Domingo.
However, a January decision by the Board of Recreation
and Parks Commissioners to
allocate $1 million to the park
in Quimby Fees—city fees
paid by developers towards
parks and green space—has
put it back on track.
“This ballfield [renovation] has been long awaited by
the community. The approval
process has been cumbersome,
so we’re really excited to be
moving forward,” said Santo
Domingo.
Equally excited are the
Wilshire Warriors, a nonprofit youth baseball league
for children ages 4 to14, which
uses the field each season for
most of its games.
“There’s over 500 kids who
depend on that field to play
baseball. We just don’t have
anywhere else to play,” said
Heather Duffy Boylston, who
sits on the Board of Directors
for the Warriors. “We’re really
grateful they’re going to get
this project underway and the
kids can’t wait.”
According to Recreation
and Parks’ Santo Domingo,
the department is expecting
to receive new contractor bids
this month, at which point she
expects the turnaround to be
quick, with renovations expected to be completed before June.
“[The contractors we work
with] know our specifications,
and they’ve been very successful at beating our timeline in
the past,” she said, though
“rain delays might be an issue”
if Los Angeles’s current weather continues.
According to Santo Domingo, all other areas of the
park will remain open during
construction.
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YES ON S from page 1

a troubling truth reported
repeatedly in the Los Angeles
Times in recent months.
When the city itself breaks
the land-use rules, developers
gain—with profits often in the
tens of millions of dollars—by
building far bigger or taller
than local zoning allows.
Measure S requires City
Hall to update the city’s
20-year-old General Plan and
various community plans—
crucial blueprints that spell
out our need for roads, parks,
housing, safety services and
infrastructure.
Measure S requires key
planning hearings to be held
in the communities, at night
and on weekends only, not at
City Hall during the workday
when nobody but developers
and their lobbyists can attend.
Crucially, Measure S bans
developers from writing their
own environmental impact
reports about the pollution,
traffic, tree destruction and
devastation they cause. This
is a glaring conflict of interest,
banned in other cities. Yes on
Measure S assures that independent city planners choose
the experts who write these
reports. And developers must
still pay the costs.
Measure S recognizes that
95% of developers honor our
zoning laws. So, Measure S
narrowly targets the 5% who
seek to ignore the land-use
rules by creating a two-year
timeout, or moratorium, only
on projects sought by these
rule-breakers.
During this brief timeout, Measure S makes the
City Council pivot back to
its job—planning ahead for
L.A. residents, not operating
a Wild West system in which
developers and city leaders
have created a luxury housing
glut with a huge 12% to 20%
vacancy rate.
That growing glut, which
the L.A. Housing Dept. has
warned about officially, is simply not right in a city where
even middle-class people can’t
find a place to rent. Since
2000, City Hall has allowed
the loss of 22,000 irreplaceable rent-stabilized units.
We all pay the price. Traffic has doubled in our neighborhoods in a few years, yet
L.A.’s population is growing
at just 1.3%. Homelessness
is skyrocketing and rents are
jumping monthly, as spot zoning and ill thought-out gentrification push low-income
people to the streets.
Developers rarely even
build the parks they are required to provide. L.A. is the
most park-poor of the nation’s
65 largest cities and developers are bulldozing thousands
of mature trees each year that
take 20 years to regrow. Yet
even now, the City Council

has decided that developers
who build big housing projects
can put their required parks
10 miles away.
Ten miles? That works out
to putting a park in Marina
del Rey or North Hollywood
if a developer is allowed to jam
yet another luxury tower into
gridlocked Koreatown or in
overcrowded MacArthur Park.
Measure S encourages affordable housing during the
short timeout on spot zoning,
by exempting most 100% affordable housing from the
moratorium.
This reform
works hand-in hand with
Measure HHH, which funds
homeless housing, but again,
City Hall has no plan for
where, how or when.
As the L.A. Times reports,
City Hall’s HHH strategy will
actually take years “before the
first units of housing are ready
for occupancy.” Years for City
Hall to complete this housing,
amidst a severe emergency.
Measure S encourages HHH
funding be used quickly and
legally.
No elected leader, no matter how well meaning, can fix
this unfortunately rigged and
self-defeating system.
This broken system is bigger than any individual inside
City Hall. In fact, our elected
leaders have circled the wagons
to fight the overdue changes contained in Measure S,
drawing in dozens of companies, individuals, groups and
associations who rely on City
Hall for funding, contracts,
endorsements or other favors
to fight this citizen reform.
We the voters are the only
ones who can bring back sensible governing, humane and
smart planning.
Save our neighborhoods
and please vote Yes on Measure S on March 7th.
Jill Stewart is the campaign director for the Coalition to Preserve L.A., which is behind the
Measure S ballot measure. She
formerly was the managing editor for the L.A. Weekly.

	
  

NO ON S from page 1

have connected with Angelenos because they point to real
problems—our city plans need
updates and our planning process needs transparency.
But what are the solutions
they propose? “Shut it down!”
During a housing crisis,
this is not the answer.
Our goal should be to
update our plans in hopes of
building a city that can include a wide range of neighborhoods—dense urban districts and single-family blocks
alike—and where we can build
the housing we need to bring
the homeless off the street, and
lower rents for all, including
families struggling on the edge.
Measure S would place a
two-year moratorium on zoning changes and General Plan
amendments. It would also
place permanent restrictions
on the use of General Plan
amendments. These seem like
obscure planning code details,
but they are the exact tools we
need to build the housing that
we voted for with Prop HHH.
They are also the tools we need
to build enough housing so
rents fall across the city.
During the push to pass
Prop HHH last year, many
asked the city where the new
housing for the homeless
would be built. The city found
12 properties it owned and
put them up for development.
Of those 12 sites, 11 require
General Plan amendments.
That means Measure S would
ban constructing affordable—
or any—housing on them,
for both the two years of the
moratorium and for however
many years it took after the
moratorium to update the
community plan.
Through my work with

Imagine LA, I have seen
more than a hundred families
emerge from homelessness and
begin to thrive. Our Family
Empowerment & Mentorship
model is lifechanging but the
change can’t happen unless
the family gets housing first.
In today’s Los Angeles,
that’s no easy feat. Vacancy
rates are at all-time lows,
meaning landlords can choose
the tenants they want from
hundreds of applications.
Why take a chance on a family that has been on the streets?
Only by building more affordable housing and expanding our supply can we open
the pipeline of housing to get
more families off the street.
With 28,000 homeless Angelenos on any given night, this
is critical.
Into this crisis, Measure
S throws a stop development
bomb. On top of this, Measure S would cut thousands of
construction jobs. This would
harm our local economy. It
would also steal some of the
best opportunities for a career path from the families I
work with—no doubt making
homelessness worse just as we
are trying to make it better.
In November, Los Angelenos made it clear through
the unparalleled 76% vote for
Prop HHH that ending homelessness is our top priority.
Measure S, would create
a significant and unnecessary
barrier to achieving this goal.
Let’s continue to join together to get all of our neighbors safe, housed and thriving.
Jill Bauman is the president
and CEO of Imagine LA, a
non profit that works to end
homelessness and poverty, and is
a resident of Hancock Park.
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“Hollyweed” No Joke To
Authorities

Ryu Motions to Ease Impacts of Tourism Surge

By Andrew Murphy Davis, Ledger Contributing Writer

In conjunction with
groundbreaking tourism statistics released in January, Los
Angeles City Councilmember
David Ryu introduced January
11th a motion asking city officials to find ways to neutralize
the millions of tourists visiting
the city each year—especially
for residential neighborhoods
adjacent to tourist magnets.
According to the Los Angeles Tourism & Convention
Board, Los Angeles had 47.3
million visitors in 2016, an increase of nearly 4% over 2015,
marking the sixth consecutive
year of tourism growth.
Additionally, Mayor Eric
Garcetti has reportedly said
he wants the numbers to only
grow more, to 50 million visitors by 2020.
Ryu’s motion calls for
a handful of items, including the establishment of and
staffing for visitors centers
throughout the city, a public information campaign to
help tourists navigate the notso-easily navigable sprawling
city and the reinvestment of
tourism dollars back into the
neighborhoods most impacted
by tourist destinations.
Ryu represents Council
District 4, which is home to
many of the city’s most iconic tourist attractions such as
Griffith Park, Universal Studios, Runyon Canyon, the
Greek Theater, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art,
the Griffith Observatory, the

The New Year’s Day transformation of the Hollywood
Sign to read “Hollyweed” is
still making waves amongst
city authorities as they try to
determine exactly how a local
artist slipped past hundreds of
thousands of dollars worth of
surveillance equipment monitored by the Los Angeles Police
Dept. (LAPD) to breach the
perimeter of the sign and get
close to a city communication
tower used by first responders
in the event of a disaster, all
without being apprehended.
Zachary Cole Fernandez,
30, the artist responsible for
the prank, voluntarily surrendered to authorities January
9th.
He was arrested, booked
for misdemeanor trespassing,
and released. According to
spokesperson Frank Mateljan,
the Los Angeles City Attorney
is still deciding whether to formally charge Fernandez.
To many across the world,
the incident appeared to be a
harmless prank.
However, Los Angeles
City Councilmember David
Ryu, whose district encompasses both the sign and its
surrounding neighborhoods,
said he viewed it as a serious
incident and is advocating for
Fernandez to be prosecuted.
“Pranks of this nature deplete the resources of our valuable public safety personnel, in
both responding to the prank
and in responding to the increased crowds and copycat
attempts that these incidents
generate,” Ryu said in a statement.
Uncertainty over security
surrounding the sign is a hot
button issue in Ryu’s district,

By Allison B. Cohen

where crowds of sign seeking
tourists have created, in recent
years, public safety concerns
for many of the residents living in the sign’s shadow.
Further, some fear that
their neighborhoods could become the target of a terrorist
attack because of their proximity to both the Hollywood
Sign and the communication
tower, used by city and county
agencies to talk to one another
in the case of a major disaster.
“They were lucky on New
Years Eve, that all the person
did up there was change the
sign and not blow it up,” said
Sarajane Schwarz, a 40-year
resident of Beachwood Canyon. “It was a major security
breach that has huge implications.”
Other Beachwood Residents, however, enjoyed the
prank.
“I just thought [it] was
fabulous and laughed. A lot
of people in the neighborhood
just though it was great,” said
another long-time resident
who asked to remain anonymous. “We have to laugh
at ourselves and enjoy these
things. Nobody was hurt.”
Still, the LAPD appears to
be taking the prank seriously.
“In my opinion, the sign
as well as the towers are critical infrastructure,” said Manny Sanchez, a LAPD senior
lead officer in Hollywood.
The Hollywood Sign
Trust, a private organization
responsible for maintaining the sign and purchasing
its surveillance systems, also
views the prank as a serious
incident.
“That
morning,
the
see HOLLYWEED page 6
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Los Angeles Zoo and the Hollywood Sign.
“Tourism in Los Angeles
is substantial to the [c]ity’s
local economy, culture and
quality of life. Yet the impacts
of tourism are unsustainable
long-term without the proper
infrastructure,” Ryu said in a
statement.
Beachwood Canyon residents who live directly underneath the Hollywood Sign
have complained for years
their neighborhood has been
overrun with tourists attempting to get near the sign.
A trailhead in the neighborhood, which leads to the
sign, was mostly secret until
the advent of GPS and smartphones.
The area has no bathroom,
no parking lot and no water
fountains. The streets are tiny
and without sidewalks.
Cars park illegally wherever a spot can be found and
tourists, locals say, are known
for relieving themselves in
homeowners’ front yards.
A prankster on New Year’s
Day, who changed the iconic
sign to read “Hollyweed,” in
a nod to the recent statewide
vote to make marijuana legal,
didn’t help matters. Near the
sign is also the city’s central
communications facility, including a tower used by city
agencies including the police
and fire departments in the
advent of a disaster.
Local residents say they

just no longer feel safe.
“I am cautiously optimistic,” said Laura Davis, a
Beachwood homeowner, who
has lived in the area since
1987. “But no one is turning
cartwheels. But [Ryu] did go
on the record,” with an official
city motion, she said. “That
can only be a good thing.”
Sheila Irani, the president of the Lake Hollywood
Homeowners Assoc. and a
boardmember of two area
neighborhood councils applauded Ryu’s motion saying
it would improve things for all
involved and give homeowners
most impacted a voice.
“I don’t think Los Angeles does well with embracing
the homeowners’ and the tax
payers’ needs with the visitors’
needs,” Irani said.
Additionally, according to
Irani, who worked under former Los Angeles City Councilmember Tom LaBonge and
Ryu’s predecessor for two years,
“a study will allow our homeowners to have a seat at the
table in creating a solution.”
Other area homeowners
aren’t as convinced.
“This is a motion to go
study something that [Ryu]
studied a year ago,” said area
resident Tony Fisch of nearby
Lake Hollywood Estates.
Fisch has been outspoken
that Ryu promised during his
election he would fix the problem. For Fisch, his concern is
see TOURISM page 8

Ryu Seeks Campaign Donation Reform
By Allison B. Cohen
Citing an ongoing trend
of low voter turnout, possibly
due to mistrust and malaise, a
series of Los Angeles campaign
finance reform proposals are

“

their principals with projects
currently or recently before
the city.
The motion comes just
weeks before the March pri-

oper and his associates.
“The best way to restore
trust in government is to avoid
even the appearance of a conflict,” Ryu said in the state-

“The best way to restore trust in government is to avoid
even the appearance of a conflict,” said Los Angeles City
Councilmember David Ryu. “By introducing sweeping reforms,
we will work to restore Angelenos’ faith in the city’s ability to
fairly review and approve major development projects.”

We offer a full service residential
& commercial roofer and leak specialist.
We offer Energy Star Title 24 Material.
Certified applicators with Malarkey, CertainTeed and GAF.

Since 1942  State License 386172
1015 North Gower St.  Hollywood, CA 90038
(323) 469-2981 www. supremeroofing.net
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currently being studied by the
city, after three councilmembers, including local representative David Ryu, presented
a motion in January for such
possible sweeping change.
The motion, which included six possible changes,
includes banning developer
campaign contributions to
city elected officials and candidates from developers and
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mary election where eight
council seats are being contested and Mayor Eric Garcetti is
up for reelection.
The motion follows a October 2016 Los Angeles Times
article that reported the approval of a controversial development in the Harbor Gateway area after city officials
received more than $600,000
in donations from the devel-

”

ment. “By introducing sweeping reforms, we will work to
restore Angelenos’ faith in
the city’s ability to fairly review and approve major development projects. We need
a campaign finance system
that limits the influence of
big-pocketed developers and
instead empowers thousands
of small donors to have their
voices heard.”
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Day of Reckoning for Larchmont Bungalow
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

After years of legal wrangling, the Larchmont Bungalow Café must remove its
tables and chairs by February 1st or close.

Representatives for the
Larchmont Bungalow will return to court February 1st to
report on the cafe’s progress in
addressing it’s non-compliance
with city codes.
According to Frank T.
Mateljan, a spokesperson for
the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office, there are two op-

tions for the cafe.
“They have to be in compliance or closed by February
1st, 2017,” said Mateljan.
Last February after more
than six years of legal wrangling,
the now deceased owner of the
café, Albert Mizrahi plead no
contest to violating city codes,
including operating without a

certificate of occupancy.
By doing so, Mizrahi gave
up his right to a trial, but in
exchange avoided criminal
prosecution and entered an
18-month probation period to
address the issues of his noncompliance.
When Mizrahi died this
past August, Mateljan said the
case would continue.
“The corporation entered
the plea,” said Mateljan. “Not
the individual.”
The requirements for compliance included the payment of
various fees and the removal of
tables and chairs from the eatery
to adhere to the establishment’s
status as a take-out restaurant
as defined by the city’s so-called
“Q Conditions” governing
Larchmont Boulevard.
As of late January, there
were still tables and chairs
inside and outside the Larchmont Bungalow, located at
107 N. Larchmont Blvd.

Subway Weekend Closures to
Resume In February
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer		
MID-WILSHIRE—The
next
stage in construction of the
Purple Line subway will bring
a new round of weekend street
closures to the area.
According to Los Angeles
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro)
officials, 18 weekends of street
closures along Wilshire Boulevard are necessary between
Ogden Drive through the
Fairfax Avenue intersection to
San Diego Way to complete
this next phase.
The closures are necessary
to allow for the “decking” of
Wilshire, which creates a temporary street surface, allowing

duced lane in each direction
starting at 10 a.m. on Fridays
and full closures beginning at
8 p.m. on Fridays, with the
street re-opening by 6 a.m. on
Mondays.
An earlier set of closures last summer and fall
on Wilshire Boulevard to the
east was conducted for similar
work. That project was projected to last 22 weeks, but
finished six weeks early.
The community debated
for months whether those closures should be for seven full
weeks or 22 weekends, but
ultimately the weekends only
plan was chosen.

The closures are necessary to allow
for the “decking” of Wilshire, which
creates a temporary street surface,
allowing workers to begin building the
Wilshire/Fairfax station underneath.

[street level]

How Those Resolutions Going?
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
We’re one month into 2017. Did you make any New Year’s resolutions
and, if so, how are they going so far?
“I did a dream board/New Year’s
resolution combo and I’ve done
about 10% so far.” –Sebastian
M., outside Bluemercury on
Larchmont Boulevard.
“Our resolution was to come to
the farmer’s market every Sunday. We just moved to the neighborhood last year and we like getting to know it.” – Stephen L.,
outside Diptyque on Larchmont Boulevard.
“I did. Mine are more long term.
I want to run a triathlon and get
my notary license. I’m working
out and taking a notary class.” –
Hannah T., outside Flicka on
Larchmont Boulevard.

MAYOR RACE from page 1

But some speculate Garcetti, who has been mayor since
2013 and prior to that, councilmember in the 13th District
since 2001, may have his eye on
running for governor of California or for Diane Feinstein’s U.S.
Senate seat if she retires.
Garcetti, who will be
46 in February, is not taking
Schwartz’s bait.
“Pledges are tired political
gimmicks,” said Garcetti campaign spokesperson Yusef Robb
in an email. “Mayor Garcetti is
running for mayor. Period.”
Schwartz, who has raised
$370,000 in donations according to filings with the city’s
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ethics commission through
January 21st, also asked the
mayor to explain why he has
opted out of the city’s public matching funds program,
which was created in 1990 to
ensure candidates don’t have
to rely on large campaign contributions or excessive fundraising and expenditures to
fund their campaigns.
To receive matching funds,
a candidate must agree to a
handful of requirements, including attending at least one
public candidate debate for the
primary. Additionally, candidates must show strong donor
support within the city, which
Garcetti has done according to

“I don’t make resolutions. I don’t
want to be too extreme and say
this is the thing I’m working on
all year.” – Stefanie V., outside
Hardwear on Larchmont Boulevard.
“I’m making a short film called
‘Disrupt’ and that’s my focus for
2017.” – Gaston D., outside
Lipson Plumbing on Larchmont Boulevard.
“Oh man, this is hard. I don’t really know. I’m still trying to figure my stuff out.” – Bianca B.,
outside Lipson Plumbing on
Larchmont Boulevard.

public campaign filings.
Having raised just over
$3 million, Garcetti, through
a spokesperson, said he did
not accept matching funds
because he wanted to save the
city the expense.
“We are proud that such
a diverse and large group of
people have come out in support of our campaign so that
we are not dependent on the
tax-payer funded matching
system,” Robb said.
Currently, the city is evaluating possible campaign finance reforms, after three Los
Angeles City Councilmembers, including Council District 4’s David Ryu, authored a
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workers to begin building the
Wilshire/Fairfax station underneath. Eventually, the Purple
Line Extension will connect
Mid-Wilshire to Westwood.
Metro has projected the
closures will begin February
10, but have not confirmed
that date.
The work will be divided
into three phases. The first will
close Wilshire Boulevard from
Spaulding to Fairfax avenues
for 10 weekends. The second
phase will close the Fairfax
intersection at Wilshire Boulevard for four weekends, while
the third will close Wilshire
from Fairfax Avenue to Crescent Heights Boulevard for
four weekends.
Closures in each area will
follow a pattern of one re-

“Based on information
and input received by the
community for [the earlier
closures],” said Metro representative Rick Jager in a statement, “it was decided to keep
the original schedule of completing this activity over the
weekends.
Jim O’Sullivan, president
of the Miracle Mile Residential Assoc., said he believed
the weekends-only schedule
seemed to be a viable course of
action.
Weekends seemed to have
worked well the last time,” he
said. “It is a time when children
are not going to and from school
and it will be safer for them.”

motion, which would, in part,
ban developers with current or
recent business before the city,
from making donations to city
officials or their campaigns.
According to Schwartz,
who pledged not accept developer donations, the possible
reforms fall short. Developers, critics say, could donate
at other times to city officials
well before or after their projects are decided.
“Developers aren’t all
bad,” he said, “but we have the
reality of corruption...and we
have also have the perception
of it. So, why not eliminate”
developer donations entirely,
he said.

The issue of developers’
donations to push real estate
projects through City Hall and
how the practice may be adding to the city’s rental affordability crisis has taken front
stage in this year’s election.
According to a nationwide study released in 2016 by
the Joint Center for Housing
Studies at Harvard University,
nearly 60% of renters in the
Los Angeles-Orange County
area pay more than 30%—the
benchmark of affordability—
of their income to rent.
Meanwhile, vacancy rates,
according to U.S. Census,
were 2.7% in the last quarter

More information and updates:
metro.net/purplelineext

see MAYOR RACE page 6
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neighborhoods exceeded their
capacity with ‘lookey loos’
trying to take pictures of
‘HOLLYWEED,’” said Chris
Baumgart, chair of the organi-

extensive footage of the individual.”
The Sign’s high tech surveillance system has cost over
$700,000 to build since 1993.
The current generation of

Two Eateries Return to the Boulevard

Thirsty shoppers on
Larchmont Boulevard may be
hit with a sense of déjà vu in
coming months.
Both Groundworks and
Jamba Juice, which left Larchmont Boulevard this past year,
are returning to re-open their
doors in new spaces.

Groundworks is jumping across the street from its
former location at 139 N.
Larchmont, which now houses Bardonna, a cafe, to 150 N.
Larchmont, where Sam’s Bagels used to be before moving
two doors north.
In a joint statement, the

three partners of Groundworks explained the move.
“After we parted ways
with our licensee, we knew
that we wanted to remain a
fixture not only in the neighborhood, but also in the daily
coffee rituals of its residents
and visitors....” the statement
read. “We’re looking forward
to serving this community in
the spring.”
Jamba Juice closed its doors
at 158 N. Larchmont—currently the home of Bluemercury—
last spring, but is planning to
re-open in the much smaller former location of ‘Lette Macarons
at 122 N. Larchmont.
In a statement from Jamba
Juice headquarters on behalf
of the franchise operator, the
opening date is pegged for
March.
“The new space will allow
for optimal efficiency and is a
great fit for Jamba,” the statement read. “We’re excited to
continue to inspire and simplify
healthy living for our customers
in Larchmont with hand-crafted premium blends.”

MAYOR RACE from page 5

ruary, including a strategy to
eliminate exceptions to the
city’s zoning laws called “spot
zoning” and to increase the
affordable housing stock by
300,000 units within 10 years.
He said the plan will also
advocate to repeal or change
state laws he said are impacting the creation of affordable
housing and to name a “housing czar.”
“Once you add vacancy as
opposed to replacing [affordable] units [with luxury units],
the vacancy rate will rise and
you help middle class and
poorer people stay here,” said
Schwartz January 21st shortly
before a campaign event at
Village Pizzeria.
A handful of high-profile
spot zoning approvals have

occurred recently, specifically
with luxury developments
planned by Rick Caruso near
the Beverly Center and a
Frank Gehry designed project
on the Sunset Strip in Hollywood. In each case, some affordable units will be built in
exchange for the city relaxing
rules on height and density.
In both cases, community
activists have said the trade-off
for a smattering of affordable
units is not worth the size and
density trade off and have threatened lawsuits against the city.
“Spot zoning is what destroys trust and credibility [in
government],” said Schwartz.
“People get upset when their
voices aren’t heard and these
community plans and zoning
codes are [ignored.]”

The sign on New Year’s Day. Photo: Andy Chase.

zation’s board of trustees.
“The people and their
cars could have prevented an
emergency vehicle getting to
one of the residents in [a] time
of need,” Baumgart said. “In
that context, what may have
seemed on the surface as a
humorous prank was selfishly
not thought through by the
‘prankster’ in terms of unintended consequences.”
Since then, the Sign Trust
has had numerous meeting
with Council District 4, the
LAPD and other involved
organizations about how the
incident occurred and how to
prevent something like it from
happening again in the future.
Right now, these groups
are working to determine
where the weak link occurred
in the security chain, and are
considering everything from
the unusually rainy weather
on the day of the incident to
potential software issues with
the security system and human error.
While much is still in
question, the Sign Trust does
know the on-site cameras were
working.
“The prankster did not
evade the surveillance system,”
Baumgart said, “as there was

Work is under way to prepare a new Jamba Juice store in the former ‘Lette Macarons location.

the system includes numerous
security cameras monitoring
the sign, as well as a more limited number of motion sensors and infrared cameras targeted towards specific areas.
The feeds from this surveillance system are monitored by
LAPD officers nearby and in
downtown Los Angeles.
“After this event, it is clear
that we will be investing more
in ‘high tech’ solutions in the
weeks to come,” Baumgart
said.
This investment will not
likely come from public funds.
While the city does pay
for LAPD officers to monitor
the sign’s surveillance cameras
and can grant money to the
Sign Trust for specific projects,
the Hollywood Sign Trust is
traditionally responsible for
purchasing the hardware and
software that makes up the
sign’s surveillance system.
The organization is
funded by the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce,
which holds the lucrative
trademark rights to the Hollywood Sign’s image and receives royalties when the sign
appears in television shows,
movies and other media.

of 2015. Nationally, the number is 7%. When vacancies are
low, demand and rents rise.
Currently, a one-bedroom
apartment in Los Angeles rents
for $2,301 a month, according
to Rent Jungle, an online company that analyzes rents nationwide. A two-bedroom, as
of the end of December 2016,
averaged $3,026.
According to figures from
the American Community
Survey by the U.S. Census,
over 61% of Angelenos are
“house burdened,” meaning
paying more than 30% of their
annual income on housing.
According to Schwartz,
he will release his own plan
on how to increase affordable
housing the first week of Feb-

Purple Line

we’re headed west.
The Purple Line Extension Transit Project is under construction. Decking in
the Wilshire/Fairfax area will occur on Wilshire Bl stretching from
Spaulding Av, through the Fairfax Av intersection, to San Diego Way. This
work – excavating Wilshire Bl and placing steel beams and deck panels
across the street – will occur over the span of 18 weekends starting
February 2017. Metro riders are encouraged to check Metro’s Service Alerts
at metro.net/advisories for information regarding bus services. Businesses
are open during construction.

contact us
213.922.6934
purplelineext@metro.net
metro.net/purplelineext
@purplelineext
facebook.com/purplelineext

Learn more about the project at metro.net/purplelineext.
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[REAL ESTATE]

So Cal Median Price Hits New Highs and 90019 Continues to Shine
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer
Southern California real
estate sales in December 2016
were up nearly 5% from November, but down nearly 3%
from the same time last year,
according to data from Core
Logic, a real estate analysis
firm out of La Jolla, CA.
“Southern
California
home sales in December 2016
fell on a year-over-year basis for the first time since last
summer, but there’s a caveat,”
said Andrew LePage, research
analyst with CoreLogic. “The
number of deals recorded in
December 2015 was artificially high, the result of then-new
federal mortgage rules that
caused delays for many transactions that normally would
have closed the prior month.”
Additionally, according to
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LePage, numbers were affected by December 2015 having
one more business day than
December 2016, as sales are
not recorded on weekends.
“Those factors outweighed
whatever boost December
2016 sales got from the presidential election,” said LePage,
despite “an initial surge in purchase mortgage applications as
rising mortgage rates spurred
some on-the-fence buyers to
jump into the housing market before rates could edge
higher.”
Meanwhile, the median
price paid for a home in Southern California in December
was $470,000, up just over a
percent from November, but
nearly 7% higher than the previous year.

According to LePage, this
marked Southern California’s
highest median price since
August 2007.
“The region’s median often peaks in summer, and
occasionally late in the year,”
said LePage. “Last month’s
uptick in the median sale
price reflects the same forces
that have driven prices higher
for several years, including a
strengthening economy and
a tight inventory. But the December 2016 median also got
a boost from a shift toward a
higher share of sales occurring
in the higher price ranges.
December 2016 sales of newly built homes, which have a
higher median sale price than
resale homes, represented
nearly 12 percent of all activ-
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ity—the highest level in more
than eight years.”
Locally, there were 38 single-family homes and 11 condos sold in our coverage area
this December, according to
Core Logic.
Once again, Lafayette
Square proved hugely popular, with 16 homes sold in the
90019 zip code. The median
price for the area went down
2% from the same time last
year to $820,000. Lafayette
Square saw no December condo sales, however.
Meanwhile, 12 homes
sold in Hancock Park’s 90004
zip code, at a median price of
$1.8 million, up a whopping
58% from December of last
year.
December condo prices in

90004 were up as well, 28%
from 2015, with four sold at a
median price of $639,000.
La Brea-Wilshire saw a
bump in prices this December as well. Eight single-family
homes sold in the 90036 zip
code for a median price of
$1.67 million, up more than a
quarter from last July. No condos sold in the area.
Hancock Park’s 90020 zip
code saw only two homes sell
in December at a median price
of $2.52 million, down about
12% from the same time last
year.
However, 90020 had the
most December condo sales in
our coverage area—seven, at
a median price of $300,000,
down nearly 40% from the
previous December.
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Alexander Pantages: A True Hollywood Tale

WI-FI ID-IoT

By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist

By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

and opened a restaurant.
Perhaps with
gold fever, in 1898,
Pantages left San
Francisco for the
Yukon Gold Rush,
where he met and
partnered
with
“Klondike Kate”
Rockwell.
Their theatrical act did well
enough for Pantages to buy the
Crystal Theater in
Seattle in 1903.
By the 1910s,
Pantages’ theaters
dominated in the
United
Alexander Pantages at the 1929 trial where he faced western
accusations of rape.
States, and by
1918, they were
worth about $100
There’s nothing like the
million in today’s dollars.
twists and turns of an oldAt this point, Pantages
time Hollywood scandal, and
and family were happily enthe story of Alexander Pantagsconced in an elegant and clases ranks right up there in the
sic Mediterranean-style home
annals of fame, deceit, money
at 1881 Buckingham Road in
and sex.
the Square.
When life was coming up
But this is where the haproses for Pantages, he resided
py ending goes awry, Hollyin LaFayette Square with his
wood-style.
wife Lois and their three chilPantages’ empire was
dren.
based on vaudeville, but dur-

were snapping up studios,
sound equipment and theaters.
Kennedy turned his eye to
Pantages’ highly popular theater chain. According to Adler,
Pantages refused to sell. Another source claims he had a
tentative agreement with Kennedy for $14 million dollars.
Nevertheless, before the
papers were signed, Eunice
Pringle, a 17- year-old dancer,
accused Pantages of rape.
Kennedy’s friend, William Randolph Hearst, ran
stories in his Los Angeles Examiner describing Pantages as an
evil letch, while Ms. Pringle
was portrayed as a sweet and
innocent schoolgirl.
In 1929, Pantages, became the “Most Hated Man in
the Nation” and was convicted
and sentenced to 50 years in
San Quentin.
Kennedy then swept in
and purchased Pantages’ theaters at the discounted price of
$4.5 million.
Two years later, Pantages
won on appeal and got his freedom. Four years later, Eunice
Pringle admitted she was paid
$10,000 and a promise to be
made a movie star in exchange
for her false accusation.

By the 1910s, Pantages’ theaters dominated in the western
United States, and by 1918, they were worth about $100 million
in today’s dollars.

It was quite a leap for
Pantages who began life as
a bright, but penniless boy
somewhere in the Aegean Islands. After boarding a ship
in Cairo as a young lad, he
wound up as a construction
worker on the Panama Canal
at age 11 where he endured a
bout with malaria. Eventually,
he headed to San Francisco

ing the 1920s, motion pictures
were the acknowledged future
of the entertainment industry.
Corporate wars were being
fought all over Hollywood to
obtain the means to make motion pictures.
According to Tim Adler’s
book, Hollywood and Mob,
Joseph Kennedy and his then
secret partner David Sarnoff,

TOURISM from page 4

that he has felt as of late as result of lawlessness up here and
the Hollyweed incident.”
But according to Ryu
spokesperson Estevan Montemayor, the councilmember
has been working on relief
for Beachwood area residents
since taking office in 2015.
“We have implemented
some mitigations,” Montemayor said. “Long term
goals are not going to happen
over night.
Ryu’s motion must first
be approved by the full City
Council. With that approval,
various agencies will have 45
days to report back on their
findings.

all about hazards brought into
the area by so many tourists.
“I go to bed each night,”
he said, “and wonder if there
will be a fire.”
For Fisch, every single day
counts. He said he has recently, in frustration, put his house
on the market to sell.
“Ryu’s motion is a donothing motion to have a
board motivated by tourism
look and make suggestions
at the same problems Ryu
has been aware of for over 18
months,” Fisch said. “Its deflection and nothing more
than a [public relations] gimmick to remove the press heat
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Pantages lost almost everything, but held on to his
crown jewel, the Hollywood
Pantages Theater. He sold his
house in Lafayette Square and
moved to a home at 590 N.
Vermont Ave., where he died
in 1936 with an estate valued
at around $5,000.
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Today technology and
home
improvement go hand in hand.
I can’t wait for my “smart
house” to go online, but until that happens, I have an issue with my IoT—Internet of
Things. So many new devices
depend on a solid, strong wireless Internet signal to work
correctly. Which, needles to
say, our old house refuses to
allow.
To say that Wi-Fi is a
challenge in a hundred year
old home is like saying that
closet space is an issue—it’s a
wild understatement. There is

rebooting my subscription to
Scientific American, but nothing worked. Then I came up
with a foolproof plan. I hardwired the Internet from the
router into my desktop computer using an Ethernet cable.
My internet speed was
flying and I was exceedingly
proud of solving the issue on
my own—until I realized that I
still needed Wi-Fi reception on
my smartphone, tablet, laptop,
and my wife and daughter’s
various devices and computers.
I couldn’t attach an Ethernet cable to every device.
What to do?
Totally stumped, I did

I tried the known computer tricks—
rebooting my computer, rebooting the
router, rebooting my subscription to
Scientific American, but nothing worked.
never enough of either one.
Considering our house
was built before commercial
radio became a popular feature in homes, this shouldn’t
come as a big surprise, but it is
a real problem.
To try to achieve some
semblance of wireless service,
we switched to a new provider.
They encouraged us to “bundle” our phone, TV and internet services.
The deal was good, the installation was fine, but the WiFi remained a problem. Everything worked when I was near
the “router,” a mysterious rectangular black box with flashing green lights located in my
home office, but in our living
room—a mere 25 feet away—
the reception was so unreliable
that I couldn’t even stream the
latest episode of Silicon Valley
on HBO GO.
I tried the known computer tricks—rebooting my computer, rebooting the router,

what I always do. I called my
super-contractor friend Dave.
I reached him on his cell
phone, as he was finishing up
plans for a guesthouse in the
Palisades and explained my
situation.
“And why do you think I
have an answer to an Internet
problem?” said Dave.
“If anyone knows how to
get a Wi-Fi signal though an
old house made of wood, plaster, and lathe it’s you, Dave.”
He laughed.
“Have you tried a wireless booster?” Dave asked. “It
takes your signal and makes it
stronger.”
Sure enough Dave was
right. I jumped online and
found numerous “booster” options.
I now have a healthy wireless signal all through the
house. All of which once again
goes to prove, “If I can’t figure it out—and I know that I
can’t—my friend Dave can.”
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some money in the deal to give up in escrow. More
patience and perseverance will be needed in 2017 than
before!

Questions? Call me for details!
Richard Stanley
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[editorial: affordable housing]
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Why Gen Y or Millennials Will Never Own a Home
in Los Angeles
By Richard Stanley

rstanley@coldwellbanker.com

213 300-4567
/ voice mail
Jessica
and cell
household
income. How could
©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark
Jason are hypothetical
Gen Ys
this happen?
licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Opportunity. Owned and operated
by NRT
LLC. All1990s
rights reserved.
If your
or Millennials, bornHousing
between
The
early
recession
property is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. CalBRE license
1981 and 2000. Because
was like a tide that left all
#: 00971211 of
Los Angeles’s low real estate
boats on shore. Even housing
affordability, Jessica and Jason
prices in bellwether Beverly
will never own a home in Los
Hills were slashed in half from
Angeles. Here’s why.
1990 to 1995.
The Los Angeles real estate
This widespread drop in
market is no longer local. It’s not
housing values enabled many
even regional. It’s global. The
locals to buy into that era’s temrecent recession brought much
porarily price-depressed invenpain to many Angelenos, but
tory in neighborhoods like Los
in some areas of the city, there
Feliz and Hancock Park. The
was no recession at all. Housing
silver lining of the 1990s recesprices actually rose through the
sion was that this new group
latest recession years.
became homeowners.
Los Angeles enjoys the
The recession of the last
dubious distinction of being
10 years afforded no such op#10 among the world’s most
portunity for locals.
unaffordable cities, along with
Why? Foreign investment,
Hong Kong, Vancouver, Sydmainly from China, artifiney, San Jose, San Francisco,
cially inflated prices in prime
Melbourne, London, San DiWestside and San Gabriel Valego and Auckland. The mediley markets.
an price home in Los Angeles
This massive infusing of
costs eight times the median
offshore capital into prime ar-
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time has come,’” said Duffy
Boylston.
The first trees targeted for
removal are on the east side
of the street. One is at 158
N. Larchmont Blvd., roughly
in front of Sam’s Bagels. The
other two are at 226 N. Larchmont Blvd., in front of Rite
Aid and the newsstand.
According to Duffy
Boylston, property owners will
pay to have the trees removed
and replaced by a private contractor.
The recommendation to
remove the trees was made
by Greg Monfette, a certified
arborist with over 30 years experience and a former assistant
division head for the Urban
Forestry Division for the city.
Monfette was hired by the
LVBID last August to analyze
the trees on the boulevard,
paid for with $15,000 of Los
Angeles City Councilmember David Ryu’s discretionary
funds.
Monfette
recommends
gradually removing the 38 ficus trees on the boulevard between Beverly Boulevard and
1st Street and replacing them
with a less invasive species,
such as the Brisbane Box Tree,
an example of which—although smaller than Monfette
recommends—is currently in
front of the storefront Pickett
Fences.
For years, the invasive
roots of the ficus trees planted in the early 1960s have
wreaked havoc on the sidewalks and sewer lines of the
area resulting in “trip and fall”
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lawsuits and thousands of dollars in plumbing damage.
John Winther, president of
the Larchmont Boulevard Assoc., said at a meeting on the
issue that members of his organization have had much discussion about the ficus trees.
“The merchants are really
horrified by the trees and the
damage that they cause,” said
Winther. “I could give you a
litany of stories.”
Duffy Boylston said that
a timeline for an overall plan
for the boulevard has not been
established, but stressed that it
will be gradual.
“I think the first step is to
do these three [trees] so that
we have an example for everybody of how it’s done,” said
Boylston. “We’ll have information about the costs after
that for the property owners…
so I think we can develop a
more defined timeline after we
do this first phase.”
Duffy Boylston said that
although the request to remove the first three trees has
been approved by Ryu’s office,
the LVBID will wait to officially file its permit to do so
until presentations have been
made to the Windsor Square
and the Larchmont Village
Neighborhood associations.
“We want to be completely transparent,” said Duffy
Boylston, “and have community buy-in.”
Each tree, once officially
designated by the city for removal, will have a 30-day
notice of removal sign posted
upon it to allow for possible
appeals from the community.

eas of Los Angeles had a ripple
effect through adjacent markets, which, like a domino,
in turn affected their adjacent
markets.
Local buyers were priced
out of neighborhoods they
once thought affordable.
Homeowners decided not to
move unless they absolutely
had to, thus strangling supply.
Not even the lowest interest rates in decades could enable first-time buyers to qualify for loans on purchase prices
inflated by fiercely competitive bidding. Lucky first-time
buyers among the Millennials
could borrow from the Bank
of Mom and Dad.
But most priced-out Millennials are doomed to live in
apartments with rents that are
rapidly inflating, despite rent
control. They are among the
53% of 4 million Angelenos
who are tenants.
Developers will not build
“affordable” rental units voluntarily and no amount of government enticement will ever
produce enough new affordable
rental units to satisfy demand.
A side effect of Chinese
real estate investment is Los
Angeles has one of the lowest rental vacancy rates in the
United States. Tenant competition for rentals has forced
rents ever higher. And because
Angelenos can’t afford to move
to locations closer to their jobs,

traffic is worse than ever.
What to do?
The sole realistic solution
to ameliorating housing affordability in Los Angeles is
to do what other cities in the
same predicament around the
world have done: to tax foreign
investment in local real estate.
Vancouver, British Columbia, recently adopted a
15% tax on such investment.
As a result, that city’s affordability problem is already easing. London has had a similar
law in effect, as well.
But who will pay such a
tax? Offshore investors will.
Most of these investors are
driven by two factors: speculation and visas.
A look at aerial views
on Google Earth of zip code
90077—which includes the
neighborhoods of Brentwood,
Bel-Air and Beverly Glen—reveals what these offshore investors are building. The median
foreign investor in the ultra luxury residential real estate market owns a shocking 19 houses.
They are not building oversized
“homes” to live in them.
This local building boom
enables parking dirty off shore
money in a safe haven. Los
Angeles has become a kind of
Monaco for the world’s rich: a
sunny place for shady people.
The other reason real estate investors come to the U.S.
is to acquire green cards by

investing between $500,000
and $1 million in the U.S. as
an “alien entrepreneur.”
Such a person need not actually reside in the U.S. to become a “permanent resident.”
The “entrepreneur’s” spouse
and unmarried children under
21 also get green cards as “permanent residents.”
Local residential real estate purchases facilitate the
acquisition of these visas, of
which the U.S. government issues about 10,000 per year.
Another ploy favored by
Chinese investors is to avoid
payment of transfer taxes by
hiding the true property ownership and transfers of ownership
within corporations and trusts.
State and local tax withholding is also avoided by claiming
spouses or student children as
permanent residents.
In short, foreign speculation in local real estate is the
root of our housing affordability problem.
Until this speculation is
curtailed, Jessica, Jason and
their generational peers are
likely to remain renters in
their hometown.
If we Angelenos want to
become proactive in tackling
this problem, we will have to
discourage speculation that
erodes the American dream of
owning a home of one’s own.
All we need is popular demand, political leadership and
will.
Richard Stanley is a real estate
broker with Coldwell Banker/
Los Feliz. He specializes in
estate properties.
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Technicality Delays Oxford Square Historic Designation
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
In a preliminary, but not
decisive vote, the Los Angeles City Council approved
January 25th the proposal of
an historic preservation overlay zone (HPOZ) for Oxford
Square.
Although all 11 councilmembers in attendance voted
to support the proposal, ac-

cording to the rules of the
city council, at least 12 votes
are needed to approve an ordinance when it is first introduced.
Therefore, the issue will
be reconsidered again February 1st, where it only needs,
this time, to be adopted by a
majority.

[STARGAZING]

Venus Shines Bright and
a Comet Returns
By Anthony Cook, Ledger Columnist
The brightest
planet, Venus, is spectacular
as it blazes in the southwest
sky after sunset. From a location far from artificial light
pollution and in the absence
of moonlight, Venus is bright
enough to cast shadows.
Venus is also bright
enough to see in broad daylight, if you know right where
to look. The moon will help
with this on the 28th.
On that afternoon, the
moon’s faint crescent will be
visible high in the southwest,
to the upper left of the sun.
Venus will then be 10 degrees to the upper right of the
moon. Ten degrees is the angle
that your fist appears to span,
when held at arm’s length.
Look for a pinpoint of white
against the blue sky.
The moon is first quarter
on the 3rd, full on the 10th,
last quarter on the 18th, and
it is new on the 26th. It appears near the different planets as it makes its way around
the sky’s ecliptic, passing
close to Venus and Mars on
the 1st and 28th, Jupiter on

the 15th, and Saturn on the
20th.
The new moon on the
26th blocks the sun as seen
from the southern hemisphere. The resulting annular
solar eclipse is visible from
a narrow zone that crosses
South America and southern
Africa.
Comet
45P/HondaMrkos-Padjusakova is expected to remain difficult for many
people to pronounce, but it
should become bright enough
to see through binoculars this
month.
It passes 7.8 million miles
from earth and crosses through
the constellations Boötes the
Herdsman, Coma Berenices,
Ursa Major the Great Bear,
and Leo the Lion in the evening sky before moon rise,
starting on the 11th.
The comet proved to
be very photogenic through
telephoto lenses when it
last passed by us in 2011.
Observing from a dark sky
site, such as Joshua Tree
National Monument, is recommended.

_

All you need
is love! e!

Chris Elwell, president of
the Oxford Square Neighborhood Assoc., summed up the
council’s action in an email to
his members.
“So,” he wrote, “it looks
like we’ll need to wait another
week to make the vote official.”
An HPOZ regulates ex-

terior changes to properties
within a district by requiring
property owners to submit
their projects to a review board
that determines whether proposed changes will maintain
the historical integrity of the
area.
For the Oxford Square
neighborhood, their HPOZ

would be bordered between
Olympic, South Windsor and
Pico boulevards and Victoria
Avenue.

STROMBERG from page 1

ganization.
Her strategy has been to
pinpoint an issue that impacts
many and organize a program
to bring all together.
For example, last September, Stromberg organized a
town hall meeting to discuss
traffic issues on Highland Ave.
“It was a very hot [issue
and] people didn’t know who
to go to,” said Stromberg. “So
I thought, okay, I’m going to
get everybody who can do
anything about this in one
room and we’re going to talk.”
The town hall was well
attended and featured panelists, including Los Angeles
City Councilmember David
Ryu and representatives from
the Los Angeles Police Dept.
and the Los Angeles Dept. of
Transportation.
That night, pledges were
made by some of the panelists
to study the issue and, according to Stromberg, the results
of those studies are expected
in coming weeks.
As the first member in her
family to go to college, Stromberg said education is a major
issue for her. Through her work
at Los Angeles City College,
she has been involved in offering scholarships and working
to solve the high attrition rate
for student veterans.
“I’m on a committee to
create the first-ever housing
for student veterans on a community college campus in the
nation,” said Stromberg. “They
need the help and especially in

this day and age, when education is becoming a privilege
instead of a right, we need to
really pull together and have a
support system in place.”
Those who have worked
with Stromberg have been impressed.
Ilissa Gold, president of
the Miracle Mile Democratic
Club, said Stromberg came
to the organization in 2015
looking for ways to become
involved.
“She has been such an asset to our club and our party...
keeping us informed on issues
facing the Greater Wilshire
area and being such a strong
advocate for women and working families,” said Gold. “She is
a consummate public servant,
devoted to her city and neighborhood, and we are lucky to
have her as one of our leaders.”
Bill Funderburk, La Brea
Hancock Homeowners Assoc.
board member and co-founder—along with local Barbara
Savage—of the GWNC Sustainability Committee with
Stromberg is also a fan.
“Julie’s a big environmental and equity advocate
and has tried to build bridges
with all parts of the city with
the leadership positions she’s
held,” Funderburk wrote to
his neighbors when encouraging them to vote for her in the
delegate election. “She’s part
of the next generation that will
protect gains made on climate,
gender equity and other important issues.”

Harold A. Henry Park.
“I was never a political
person,” said Stromberg. “I’m
very cause-oriented and I kind
of stood away from politics
until I chaired the park committee. And then other people
were telling me, ‘You really
should go into politics….’’’
said Stromberg. “So I thought,
wow, people are really believing in me and they want me to
do something.”
In late 2014, she was accepted into the inaugural class
of Emerge California, an organization that trains and encourages Democratic women
to run for office.
“I definitely have a good
foundation after that experience,” said Stromberg. “And
also a lot of inspiration.”
Recently, Stromberg ran
as a member of the progressive Democratic Grassroots
Slate to become a delegate
for Assembly District 50, a
district that roughly stretches
from Malibu to the Greater
Wilshire area.
With voting booths in
Santa Monica and 1 ½ hour
waiting times for the larger
than expected turnout, the
odds were not in Stromberg’s
favor. She lost by six votes,
but said she was pleased to be
named an alternate.
A similar call for engagement can be seen in Stromberg’s work with the GWNC,
where, she said, her goal is to
involve more people in the or-
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[ Out and About ]

“Betcha by Golly, Wow”, “Stop,
Look, Listen” and “You Make
Me Feel Brand New.” Tickets
start at $51.50. The Wiltern,
Sun. February 26th, 6 p.m. 3790
Wilshire Blvd. Info: wiltern.com
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THEATER

Robert Downey Jr. and Jake Gyllenhall star in Zodiac, which will play at the Cinefamily at the Silent Movie Theater, Thu. February 9th, 7:30 p.m. 611 N Fairfax Ave. Credit: Paramount Pictures

ART
Tony Smith’s Smoke. In
2008, Tony Smith’s large
black sculpture Smoke was
installed in the atrium of
LACMA’s Ahmanson Building
and instantly became an icon
of the museum’s campus.
Smith first conceived of the
sculpture in 1967, but the full
sculpture wasn’t built until
2005; 25 years after his death!
LACMA celebrates the 50th
anniversary of Smoke with
a special exhibition on the
creation of the work including
sketches and models. Free
with museum admission.
LACMA, Sun. February 26th
to Sun. July 2nd. 5905 Wilshire
Blvd. Information: (323) 8576010, lacma.org

BOOKS
Greg Proops Greg Proops
is possibly the sharpest
and quickest comedian in
the biz, able to reference
forgotten silent film stars,
Negro League all stars and
Roman emperors faster than
it takes most comics to put
on their pants. His new book
The Smartest Book in the
World: A Lexicon of Literacy,
a Rancorous Reportage, a
Concise Curriculum of Cool,
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is a compendium of essential
bits of obscure knowledge
all written with Proops’ dry
wit. Proops will participate
in a Q&A and sign the book.
Free. Chevalier’s Books, Thu.
February 23rd, 7 p.m. 126 N.
Larchmont Blvd. Information:
chevaliersbooks.com
Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss!
Storytime Theodore Geisel,
born 1904, wrote books like
The Lorax and over fivedozen more. Full of rhymes
and tongue twisters not
easy to say, they entertain
children still to this day. B&N
celebrates with readings
(Don’t forget!) of The Cat In
The Hat and What Pet Should
I Get? Free. Barnes and Noble
at the Grove, Sat. February
25th, 11 a.m. 189 The Grove
Drive. Information: (323) 5250270, barnesandnoble.com

FILM
Zodiac Jake Gyllenhaal stars
in David Fincher’s 2007
true crime masterpiece.
The film retells the story of
the Zodiac Killer, the still
unidentified serial killer who
terrorized the Bay Area in the
1970s. Gyllenhaal stars as a
newspaper cartoonist who
becomes obsessed with the

case. Robert Downey Jr., Chloe
Sevigny and Mark Ruffalo are
also part of the all-star cast.
Tickets are $12. Cinefamily at
the Silent Movie Theater,
Thu. February 9th, 7:30 p.m.
611 N Fairfax Ave.
Info: cinefamily.org

MUSIC
Richard Cheese & Lounge
Against the Machine
Imagine if you will that Frank
Sinatra and the Rat Pack
were stil alive and covering
contemporary songs. Now
imagine they picked songs
by Sir-Mix-A-Lot, Linkin Park
and Def Leppard. Cheese and
his band make this horrifying
thought a hilarious reality,
combining classy swinging
jazz arrangements with
lyrics that would make the
Chairman of the Board blush.
Tickets are $29. The El Rey,
Sat. February 25th, 9 p.m. 5515
Wilshire Blvd. Information:
theelrey.com
The Stylistics with Peaches
And Herb It’s a soulful Sunday
night at the Wiltern with two
icons of 70s soul. Peaches and
Herb will open with hits like
“Shake Your Groove Thing” and
“Reunited” while the Stylistics
will close with classics like

www.larchmontledgerla.com

The Last Vig Academy Award
nominee Burt Young stars
in this new play written and
directed by David Varriale.
Young plays an aging mob
boss named Big Joe one of the
last of the old guard mafiosos.
Joe seeks to stay relevant
with the help of a hip-hop
loving assistant and one of
his old friends, the infamous
Jimmy “The Fixer” D. However,
hanging over Joe’s head is the
$100K he owes to a bookie,
a vig (bookie’s charge) that
could cost him his life. Tickets
are $40. Zephyr Theatre,
through Sun. February 19th.
7456 Melrose Ave. Info: (323)
960-7712, thelastvig.com

CARS
Enzo Ferrari Birthday
Cruise-In The Petersen hosts a
belated birthday celebration
for the founder of the Ferrari
car company. Ferraris from
the museum’s collection will
be on display and Ferrariowning members of the
public are invited to bring
their prized cars for display.
Awards will be given out to
the best Ferraris including the
Petersen Perfection Award
for the most historically
authentic car. Free. Petersen
Automotive Museum, Sun.
February 26th, 9 a.m. 6060
Wilshire Blvd. Information:
petersen.org

COMMUNITY
Bingo at the Ebell The Ebell
hosts a special bingo night
with real cash prizes! Even
better, attendees will enjoy
a chili supper prepared by
the Ebell’s chef. No alcohol
will be provided, but the
Ebell says the event is
BYOB. Tickets are $30. The
Ebell of Los Angeles, Sun.
February 12th, 5:30 p.m. 743
S. Lucerne Blvd. Information:
ebelleventtickets.com

Community
Meetings
Greater Wilshire
Neighborhood Council
Governing Board
February 8th at 7 p.m.
743 S Lucerne Blvd.
Outreach Committee
February 4th at 9 a.m.
403 N Larchmont Blvd.
Transportation Committee
February 6th at 7 p.m.
250 S Rossmore Ave.
Land Use Committee
February 28th at 6:30 p.m.
4350 Wilshire Blvd.

Mid City West
Community Council
Board of Directors
February 7th at 6:30 p.m.
543 N Fairfax Ave.
Transportation Committee
February 1st at 8:15 a.m.
543 N. Fairfax Ave.,
Room 106

Olympic Park
Neighborhood Council
Governing Board
February 6th at 7 p.m.
4067 W Pico Blvd.
Outreach Committee
February 9th at 7 p.m.
4861 W Venice Blvd.
Planning & Land Use
Committee
February 20th at 7 p.m.
4067 W. Pico Blvd.
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Communication Is Key to Success for Realtor Eileen Lanza
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist
Real estate is a people
business where attitudes and
communication skills can
make a difference. Perhaps no
one knows this better than realtor and real estate investor,
Eileen Lanza, who has been
helping Los Angeles buyers
and sellers negotiate transactions for over 13 years.
Lanza has structured her
business as a compact media
company. She oversees up-tothe-minute marketing via social media, and coordinating
the best photography for the
properties she represents.
In addition, her website
offers many resources to keep
clients up to date on real estate
trends.
“I try to keep [my blog]

authentic and simple: ‘This is
what I like and what I’m seeing out there,’” said Lanza.
One of Lanza’s areas of expertise is the benefit of owning
an income property. Her experience goes back to 2000 when
she purchased her first duplex
in Larchmont.
“I feel like when clients
come to me, they don’t know
that they might want investment property,” said Lanza.
“I can show them the value
and the ins and outs of having
renters.”
Lanza said she builds a
one-on-one rapport with her
clients from the start by actively listening to their needs
and questions.
“I try to look for where

Larchmont realtor, Eileen Lanza, puts clients and communications first in her
real estate business. Photo by Kimberly Gomez

they are flexible and see how
best to work with them, said
Lanza. “I think our initial
consultation tells both parties

if we are a good fit.”
Sarah Shun-lien Bynum,
who has worked with Lanza to
both buy and sell properties in

the Larchmont and Hancock
Park neighborhoods, said Lanza brings a sense of perspective and humor that makes a
potentially stressful situation
more manageable.
“Eileen’s really up front
and direct and she makes people want to work with her, said
Shun-lein Bynum. “Our deal
went more smoothly because
she doesn’t raise other people’s
hackles.”
Lanza agreed that egos are
best left outside of the negotiating process.
“Real estate is trust,” said
Lanza, “I will always do what’s
right for the buyer and seller.”
Contact Eileen Lanza and read
her blog at eileenlanza.com

[better know a bartender]

Little Bar’s Erin Eleniak On Whisky and “Tinder Tuesdays”
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
the people will leave and we’ll
get the inside scoop from the
one who stayed.
Previously in this column, a
bartender talked about how
they casually call it “Tinder
Thursdays,” what’s Little
Bar’s busy Tinder night?
Here it’s Tuesdays. I feel like if
it’s a first date, you don’t want
to devote your weekend time
to that and people are just
meeting up after work. Plus
The Larchmont area is
home to some of Los Angeles’s best bars and restaurants,
but how well do you know the
bartenders who help keep the
party going?
This month The Ledger sat
down with Erin Eleniak, bartender at Little Bar on La Brea
Avenue to discuss her career
and favorite drinks.
Where are you from?
I grew up in Ventura County,
so I’ve been in the Los Angeles
area all my life. I moved to the
city six years ago. I had a friend
who lived down the street from
Little Bar and that’s how I got
introduced to it.
Is this the first place you’ve
bartended?
Yeah, I’ve been here four years.
How did you get into bartending?
It was kind of a fluke. I’ve been
interested in bartending for a
while and I was mostly doing
retail stuff. I ended up talking
to the manager; they needed
a bartender because they just
got their liquor license here
and so they were looking to
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it’s quieter and you can actually talk.
What’s one of your favorite drinks and how do you
make it?
I really like whiskey drinks,
like Old Fashioneds and Manhattans. Right now I’m really
loving the Black Manhattan.
It’s really well balanced and
that’s what I like about whiskey cocktails. You get that
round umami flavor.

Black Manhattan
2 oz. Rye
1 oz. Amaro
2 dashes Orange Bitters
2 dashes Chocolate Bitters
2 dashes Walnut Bitters
Stir with ice and strain into a
chilled coupe glass. Garnish
with an orange twist.
757 S. La Brea Ave.,
(323) 746-8553

expand the menu. She asked if
I wanted to give it a try and I
said “Absolutely.”
Had you had any interest in
bartending before?
I’ve always loved creating
things and playing with flavors and I love to cook and
make art. This is an extension
of that creativity. I just like the
space that it is. You get to meet
a lot of people and hear a lot
of stories. It’s an interesting revolving atmosphere. This bar
is great because it’s a neighborhood spot and there’s no scene
here. People feel very comfortable. We get everything from
21st birthdays to people in
their 50s and 60s coming in
on a regular basis.
What is the funniest, weirdest or most interesting thing
you’ve seen in your bartending career?
One of my favorite things is seeing Tinder dates happen. It’s
usually weekdays, middle of
the weeknights, where you see
couples lining the bar and you
just get snippets of conversations and they tend to be pretty
interesting. A lot of time, one of

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Is It Alzheimer’s?

Running for the
Environment

By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist
As we get
older,
our
bodies don’t
always cooperate with our
wants. We put up with lower
energy, less agility, muscular
aches, hearing loss or vision
impairments that we didn’t
have when we were younger.
It is just part of living, we
say.
But the brain is one part
of our being that poses a different problem. With aging,
all of us experience our “senior
moments.” Yet, it is scary, because those bits of forgetfulness could evolve into dementia or even Alzheimer’s disease,
a disease without a cure.
Aging doesn’t automatically result in dementia. However, the incidence of dementia
does increase with age. The
brain degenerates over time
due to deterioration of nerve
cells.
The nerve impulses slow
down. Thus, by the time an
individual is 85, there is a 33

percent chance of dementia
developing.
Alzheimer’s disease is the
most common form of dementia, accounting for 60 to 70
percent of cases. The National
Alzheimer’s Organization reports that 5.4 million people
65 and older have the disease
in the United States.
They also suggest that
these numbers will triple by
2050, barring the development
of a medical breakthrough.
The condition is devastating. Abnormal plaques and
tangles start to develop around
the nerve cells causing their
death. With time, the accumulation is believed to result
into abnormalities of memory,
thinking and behavior.
Research and ways of
treating Alzheimer’s have been
evolving. Scientists in the field
still do not have full understanding of how the decline
works and what specifically
causes it.
Peter V. Rabins, M.D.,

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

M.P.H, editor of the Memory
Disorders Bulletin, Scientific
American Consumer Health,
wrote that there have been
three stages in Alzheimer’s research.
First, the identification
of Alzheimer’s in 1906 confirmed that dementia was a series of diseases, rather than an
inevitable result of aging.
Second, scientists learned
that the disease could be broken down into stages, each
with different symptoms requiring different caregiving.
Finally, for the past forty
years, research has been asking
these questions. Are there risk
factors that encourage the creation of the disease?
Are there drugs that reverse or keep the disease from
progressing? Are there assessment techniques that can pick
up the symptoms early?
The answers are still forthcoming with a lot of research
underway. We’ll get them
eventually.

By Meher McArthur
Since
the
presidentia l
election,
environmentalists
have experienced emotions
ranging from panic to despair
to anger, coupled with a desperate need to do something.
Many are wondering how
to prevent the reversal of the
country’s progress in energy
efficiency, clean air and water
and much more.
One of my eco-friends,
Tenaya Wallace, is so fired up
after the election that she has
chosen not simply to donate
money to environmental campaigns and phone government
representatives, but to run for
Congress herself.
She is competing this year
to replace Xavier Becerra of

don’t just benefit the planet,
but also corporations and so-

Tanaya Wallace, a candidate for the
34th district congressional election,
has a passion for environmental issues. Photo by Irene Rubaum-Keller

ciety as a whole.
“If companies know that
they need to cut down waste,”
she explained, “they will find

Wallace’s greatest passion is the protection of the environment and the promotion of a green economy

[THEATER REVIEW]

A Bilingual Aladdin Charms All Ages in Boyle Heights
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic
Aladdin, the rags to riches
story of a young man who lives
on the streets in the literary
classic, One thousand and One
Nights, has incarnations as a
Broadway musical and most
famously as a Disney movie.
Disney’s Aladdin Dual
Language Edition, a bilingual
musical adaptation now onstage at Casa 0101 Theatre in
Boyle Heights, gives the story
a new slant.
Set in the imaginary town
of Agrabah, the story’s twist is
that Sultan’s evil Grand Vizier
Jafar has divided the city linguistically. The people of the
palace speak only Spanish,
and those in the town speak
only English.
Jafar holds the upper hand
as he speaks and understands
both languages, a skill he
wants to use to gain power.
As the story unfolds, a trio
of pretty girls serve as Royal
Translators to help the audience follow the action.
The sultan orders his
daughter Jasmin to choose a
husband and presents to her a
group of suitable princes, but
she rejects her snooty suitors
and escapes to the marketplace.
There, she encounters Aladdin, who lives by his wits on
the streets. Although they don’t
speak the same language, they
have an immediate attraction
that is interrupted when palace
guards arrest Aladdin and his
pet monkey, Abu, throwing
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Finley Polynice displays high energy as the Genie in Aladdin Dual Language Edition. Photo by Luis Gaudi

them into a cave where he finds
an unusual looking lamp.
Of course, it’s magical,
and when he rubs it, he encounters a Genie who helps
fulfill his dreams.
The musical is punctuated
by some of the songs made
famous in the Disney movie
including “A Whole New
World” and “Friend Like Me.”
The 80-minute production is fast paced and lively.
Standouts in the cast are
Finley Polynice, who energizes the role of the Genie,
Michael Torrenueva, a handsome Aladdin, and Valeria
Maldonado who charms as
Princess Jasmin.
“Our cast of 24 actors,
with the help of the Royal
Translators and feisty bilingual animals, make this dual
language musical very accessible and family friendly for all
who see it,” said Rigo Tejeda,
Artistic Director and Founder

of TNH Productions who
presents the show in conjunction with Casa 0101.
The mission of TNH Productions is to present musicals
that tell the stories by and for
underserved minorities
Disney’s Aladdin Dual
Language Edition is a charming production that will entertain all ages. Whether your
principal language is Spanish
or English, the story is a timeless tale where love and loyalty
conquer greed and unbridled
ambition.
Disney’s Aladdin Dual
Language Edition, 0101 Theatre, 2102 East First Street,
Boyle Heights, through February 19th. Fridays at 8 p.m.;
Saturdays 2 p.m., 5 p.m. and
8 p.m. and Sundays at 1 p.m.,
4 p.m. and 7 p.m. $30; $25
students and seniors; $20 Boyle
Heights residents with ID. (323)
263-7684, casa0101.org.

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Los Angeles’s 34th district in
a special election.
Armed with the mantra,
“Engage,” Wallace has a varied
platform. However, her greatest passion is the protection of
the environment and the promotion of a green economy.
With a Masters in Public
Policy from UCLA, experience helping to design the
City of Santa Monica’s business greening program and
working for both non-profit
and for-profit organizations,
Wallace understands that true
sustainable business practices

creative ways to do this, which
helps their bottom line, too.
This country could become a
leader in green jobs if we make
it a priority.”
Currently working as an
engagement strategist, Wallace
deeply believes in the power of
the individual to enact change
and progress—even at a local
level.
“Social change only happens when there is a committed vocal constituency,” Wallace said. “Politicians don’t
create movements, people do.
So engage!

PAGE ACADEMY
Celebrating Our 109 th Year

Missed the Open House?
It's not too late, call today
for your personal tour!

Preschool Daycarewebwatch System
Fully Accredited
Spanish/Fine Arts/Computer Science
Extended Hours 6:30am to 6:30pm

Beverly Hills Campus

Hancock Park Campus

323.272.3429

323.463.5118

419 S. Robertson Blvd.,
Beverly Hills, CA 90211
Ages 2 - Grade 6

565 N. Larchmont Blvd.,
Los Angeles CA 90004
Ages 2 - Grade 8

www.pageacademyca.com
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High School Sports Roundup
By Mike Guardabascio, Special to the Ledger
LOYOLA HIGH SCHOOL
It’s already been a successful
winter season for the Cubs,
with the boys basketball team
off to a 12-6 start. The Cubs
are are ranked No. 5 in the
CIF Southern Section’s Division 1A poll. On the soccer
field, Loyola started 9-7-3, but
look good for a playoff berth
out of the Mission League.
LOS ANGELES HIGH
SCHOOL
The underdog Romans completed their Cinderella run
with a CIF championship
on the gridiron, as the L.A.
High football team dominated Hawkins 36-6 in the CIF
L.A. City Section title game.
The Sentinels went on to lose
in the state playoffs, but their
biggest loss is head Coach Eric
Scott, who has been hired by
the University of Nevada as its
wide receivers coach.
MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL
The Mustangs girls basketball
team is off to an 8-7 start this
season but is ranked No. 11 in
the CIF-SS Division 2A poll.
The Marlborough girls soccer
team (5-5-1) and girls water
polo team (2-11) both got off
to rocky starts.

CAMPBELL HALL
The highlight of the winter so
far for the Vikings has been
the school’s boys soccer team,
which is ranked No. 8 in the
CIF-SS’ Division 6. Campbell Hall started 9-2-1 and
will contend for a Gold Coast
League title with a 6-1 record,
in the mix along with Windward (5-1), Brentwood (6-2),
and Crossroads (5-2).
HARVARD WESTLAKE
The Wolverines boys and girls
basketball teams both have
a chance to be selected for
the CIF-SS “best of the best”
tournament which pulls the
top teams from across all divisions. The Wolverines boys
basketball team is ranked No.
2 in Division 1A, and are 129. The Wolverines girls basketball team is No. 5 in Division
1AA and are 17-2.
WESTRIDGE
With a 10-3-1 start, the Tigers’ girls soccer team is just
outside of the top ten rankings
in the CIF-SS Division 4 poll,
but Westridge will compete
for a Prep League title later
this winter.
Mike Guardabascio is the Prep
Sports Editor for the Long
Beach Press-Telegram.

[GIRLS ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP ACADEMY]

Post-Break Field Trips
By Niah Overstreet and Yvenie Joseph, ‘21

Girls Academic Leadership Academy is back from
winter break with two big field
trips. Every student at GALA
went to see a screening of Hidden Figures, hosted by Girls
Build L.A. Three actors from
the movie, Octavia Spencer, Janelle Monae and Aldis
Hodge, answered questions, as
did Pharrell Willams.
Over 8,000 girls from
all over Los Angeles County
came to the screening, where
Astronaut Peggy Whitson
broadcasted a live message

from the International Space
Station and Dr. Knatokie Ford
from the Obama Administation shared her story about
obtaining a degree in Science
from Harvard.
Sixth graders went to the
Jet Propulsion Lab to tour the
mission control rooms, rovers
and robots. For example, the
girls learned that the air in the
room where scientists build robots is 20 times cleaner than
the average air you breathe.
In 9th grade Alegbra,
students are continuing work
with equations and learning
about substitution and elimination.
In 9th grade English students are going to research,
write about and present on
other hidden figures in STEM
fields.
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[IMMACULATE HEART]

[RESTAURANT REVIEW]

A Short Month?
Really?

Cassell’s Burgers –
Still a Local Favorite

By Lauren Berger ’18

By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

Who
says
February is
the
shortest month?
The first full
month of the
second
semester promises a wide assortment of activities to keep IH Pandas busy.
For starters, the Immaculate Heart Genesians, the
high school’s theatre company, are already holding auditions for their spring production of Romeo & Juliet.
Meanwhile, middle school
students are in final rehearsal
for Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,
which will be staged February 17th on campus. Always
riveting and fresh, Immaculate Heart’s unique renditions of popular plays and
musicals never fail to delight
and impress audiences.
Students will participate in several annual events
this month. Members of the
Sophomore Class will attend a Day of Recollection
at St. Joseph’s Retreat Center
in Rosemead. For Freedom
from Chemical Dependence
Week, Immaculate Heart
will welcome several guest
presenters who will discuss
their personal fight against
substance abuse. Additionally, members of the Black
Student Association will
organize a special assembly
in honor of Black History
Month.
Lastly in the month of
February, the Junior Class will
participate in the traditional
Ring Ceremony where students will receive their class
rings in a formal ceremony
that includes a liturgy. Symbolizing their transition to upperclasswomen, Juniors will
rejoice with family, friends
and faculty, as they are presented with the coveted IH
ring that distinguishes Panda
sisterhood.

Can an historic Los Angeles favorite retain its juice in
a new location with 21st century prices? That’s what everyone wondered when Cassell’s
Hamburgers closed down a
few years after founder Al
Cassell died in 2010 and reopened down the street as part
of the restored Hotel Normandie in Koreatown.
First opened in 1948, Cassell’s was long one of the city’s
favorite burgers, decades before the appearance of Umami, the Counter and Father’s
Office.
It was bigger and beefier
than the Apple Pan burger,
with higher quality ingredients than Tommy’s. The new
location has been open for two
years now and has settled in as
a family-friendly spot with the
same attention to quality that
Al was known for back in the
day.
Instead of opening only
for lunch, which was great for
Wilshire area business people
but tough for everyone else, it
now has long hotel-restaurant
style hours, from 7 a.m. to 2
a.m. on weekends to accommodate hungry revelers.
There are antique-looking
stools and a full bar visible behind a sleek wooden counter.
And there are welcome additions to the formerly brief
menu, from a fried chicken
sandwich to an excellent blue
cheese wedge salad to a full
case of fresh pies.
The most important
thing, of course, is the burger,
ground from Colorado Angus
whole chuck and brisket, according to the menu. It’s a fine

griddled specimen that’s even
more decadent served as a
patty melt, with oozing cheese
and plenty of grilled onions.
You can still upgrade from
the standard ⅓ lb. burger to
the ⅔ lb. size Cassell’s was famous for, though that seems
excessive in this health-conscious age.
Better to save room for
the famously mustardy potato
salad, some onion rings, and
that pie afterwards, available
in homey varieties like lemon
custard or banana-dulce de
leche.
Menu items make use of
products like Mary’s chicken
and organic eggs, showing
that Al’s long-ago attention
to quality ingredients has returned in full force.
Homemade sodas, craft
beers and classic cocktails are
also a big step up from the
original.
While the hotel also
houses cocktail temples Normandie Room and the Walker
Inn and quirky tasting menu
restaurant Le Comptoir,
there’s nothing precious about
Cassell’s.
As a result, Cassell’s has
a much more eclectic clientele—local families mingle
with hotel guests and prekaraoke crowds, because who
doesn’t like a good burger or a
piece of pie?
It’s true, you can’t go
home again, but in this case,
maybe that’s a good thing.
Cassell’s Hamburgers
3600 W 6th St.
(323) 387-5502
cassellshamburgers.com

Bargain Books
The Friends’ of John
C. Fremont will host their
monthly book sale Friday,
February 3rd from 12 noon to
4 p.m. and Saturday, February
4th from 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Most books are between
10 cents and $1.
6121 Melrose Ave. at June
Street. The library has a
small parking lot. Street
parking is also available.
Info: (323) 962-3521.
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[CITIZENS OF THE
WORLD]

New Year,
New Learning
Opportunities
By Quinton Palmer,
5th grade
Students are
back
from
winter break
and ready for
more learning. The staff
is very excited
to start the new calendar year.
“We have a couple of things
to look forward to and I want to
get planning,” said Marissa Berman, our principal.
Our winter concert, talent
show, and student film festival
are just a few events coming
up this year.
“We really want to start
planning for Astrocamp, the
special overnight we send fifth
graders to,” Berman said. Astrocamp sends students to the
mountains of Idyllwild for an
immersive science experience,
including a zipline and pool.
This year, fifth graders are
diving into topics such as decimals, ecosystems, and the 13
colonies. I can’t wait to create
my own science fair experiment at the end of the year.

[TURNING POINT]

[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

A Busy January

News of the Day, Kid-Style

By Jack Beiley, 7th grade

By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

January was
a busy month
for
Turning
Point.
The middle
schoolers
honed their
skills by writing a proper persuasive essay
on a subject that the grade had
voted on. They then broke up
into smaller groups to compare their essays and receive
constructive feedback from
their peers and teachers.
Students were also given
the opportunity to participate
in local politics first hand last
month, when the mayor of
Culver City came to Turning
Point to talk about kindness
in our city. Students shared
their ideas on how kindness
can be shown in many different ways, such as helping out
in our community, and keeping our local parks clean, and
were able to share ideas and
causes that they were passionate about with Mayor Clarke.
January also marked the
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, when we spent time reflecting on his legacy and how
he inspired an entire nation.

Ugh, news. I have a love/
hate affair with it at best. Especially now. I want to stay
informed, but every time I go
to a website or venture into
the pundit-filled theatrics of
television news, I last about
five minutes before I tune out,
disgusted with the feeling that
there is nothing but bad news
these days. I’m not proud of it,
but there you go.
Sometimes—and again,
not proud of it—I get my daily
news updates from my smart,
totally-clued-in friends who
post on Facebook.
That said, if ever there
was a time I felt I needed to
keep myself and my kids completely immersed in the news,
it is now. There is too much
going on that will reshape our
future and our reality, and not
in good ways.
It can be hard as a parent to determine how much
of current events to share with
your kids and exactly how to
share it with them. News can
be harsh.
In January, a clerk was
murdered at a local gas station.
A neighborhood boy was accosted while walking his pup

and the dog was stolen. And
that’s just local. Start to get to
a national and international
level and forget it.
But my kids are at ages—
10, 11, and 11—and have personalities such that I feel they
can “handle the truth.” Not
only that, they need to know
the truth.
If you’re ready to delve
into the world of news with
your children, there are some
terrific resources that deliver
current events for a junior audience.

Newsademic
This was first recommended
to me by a friend who was
homeschooling her child and
I would describe it as feeling like a “real” newspaper
for kids. It’s well-done and
subscription-based. Join as
a family or encourage your
school to do so. Newsademic
is published every two weeks
and they provide lesson plans
to accompany each issue.

New York Times Learning
The beloved New York Times,
delivered kid-style. Smart.
Sophisticated. Not dumbed
down. What you would expect
from this journalistic icon.

Channel One
Produced daily, this newscast
is viewed by over 6 million
students in thousands of classrooms across the U.S. It does
a fantastic job of catering to
young minds by using “young
journalists, young voices, covering the news from a young
perspective.”

KidsPost
The Washington Post delivers a decidedly lighter mix of
“news” that includes plenty of
animal stories, games, quizzes,
and fun headlines like: “What
was Martin Luther King Jr.
like as a child? A prankster or
an ‘ordinary kid?’”

DOGO News
DOGO is used by more
than a million students and
teachers around the world.
The online community of
children and educators offers a positive spin on current
events, along with books and
movies.

Here are five to check out:

Ready. Set. Grow.
OPEN
HOUSE
February 25
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Stratford School nurtures
the joy of learning in children.
With Stratford’s on-going admission, you can enroll your
child in a school that inspires children to become tomorrow’s
creative problem-solvers, innovators, and leaders.

REGISTER NOW for our Open House
StratfordSchools.com/SoCalOH
Los Angeles Melrose

Altadena Allen

1200 N. Cahuenga Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90038
(323) 962-3075

2046 Allen Avenue
Altadena, CA 91001
(626) 794-1000

The curiosity to reach. The courage to grasp.
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Happy Valentine’s Day

Massage • Acupuncture • Chiropractic
Not sure what to get your loved one
for Valentine’s Day?
Give the gift of Wellness, with a massage
gift certificate from Healing Hands.
Check In-Store or Online for special
Valentine’s Deals
Feb 6th – 14th 2017
Gift Certificates can be
purchased Online or In-Store

414 N. Larchmont Blvd.
323-461-7876
www.healinghandswc.com

Follow us @hlnghands
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