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Happy Holidays in Beautiful
and Green Hancock Park
The City, in its zeal to make up for years of neglect, removed a
number of our mature parkway trees without going through the
HPOZ process. Our parkway trees are protected explicitly in
our Preservation Plan and cannot be removed without review by
the HPOZ Board. The City has admitted they made mistakes
and, with the Association, is putting together a reasonable
approach to trimming our sorely neglected trees. Along with the
tree trimming the removed trees will be replaced.
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January Community Meetings
Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count

Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council

Los Angeles Metro Area Count
January 26th
Various Locations

Governing Board
January 11th at 7 p.m.
743 S Lucerne Blvd.

visit theycountwillyou.org
for details and to volunteer

Land Use Committee
January 24th at 6:30 p.m.
4350 Wilshire Blvd.

Mid City West Community Council
Board of Directors
January 10th at 6:30 p.m.
543 N Fairfax Ave.

Olympic Park Neighborhood Council
Governing Board
January 3rd at 7 p.m.
1102 Crenshaw Boulevard

As part of our reforesting effort the Association’s Tree Committee
has been investigating varieties of our existing street trees
that are better suited to the challenging circumstances in our
parkways. As many of us have removed grass to install water
saving landscapes, the watering of parkway trees has often
been forgotten. This means our street trees are suffering a
double whammy: less watering from homeowners and extreme
drought and heat conditions. As a homeowner you can help by
being sure your trees are well watered.
Unfortunately, the Holiday Season is often a time of increased
criminal activity so be careful. Don’t forget to lock your house,
car and activate your house alarm if you have one. Contact
Officer Dave Cordova if you are a victim of a crime and Dave can
take a crime report. Call his cell phone, 213-793-0650 or send
him an email, 31646@lapd.lacity.org with all the information,
including your name and telephone number.
We wish everyone in Hancock Park a happy holiday season and
a wonderful New Year.
Make a new year’s resolution now to join a committee and be an
active member of the Hancock Park Community. The Association’s
website is: www.hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org. The
HPOZ Preservation Plan www.preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/
hancock-park regulates our HPOZ. Contact our City Planner,
Renata Dragland (renata.dragland@lacity.org), and use the
online form (http://preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.
checklist) if you plan on making changes to the exterior of your
house. Report graffiti sightings by calling 311 or at the City’s
Anti-Graffiti Request System - http://bit.ly/1cOXua8 and by
calling Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180.
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Besides the Election,
What Was the Biggest Story of 2016?

Cover Photo Captions
•

City policies changed in 2016 and two lawsuits were filed
over former Los Angeles City Councilmember Tom LaBonge’s
destruction of documents as he left office in 2015  

•

People did really wonderful things in 2016, like Liam Norrix,
an 8th grader at St. Brendan’s School, who teaches computer
coding to children at the Alexandria House, a transitional residence for women and children

•

Bernie Sanders held a rally at the Wiltern Theater in March

•

The Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council held a candidate
forum for their May elections

•

Larchmont Charter School graduated its first class of seniors
in June

•

Hancock Park resident Tim Youd typed in a novel way, pictured
here with his oversized typewriter as part of his “100 Novels”
project

•

The City Planning Commission approved a controversial Frank
Gehry-designed mixed-use project on the Sunset Strip

•

The first single-gender school in the  Los Angeles Unified
School District, the Girls Academic Leadership Academy,
opened on the Los Angeles High School campus in September

•

Architect Peter Zumthor released his vision for a new LACMA
campus

•

The city of Los Angeles earmarked $800,000 to study in 2017
the environmental impact of feral cats

•

Ice skating came once again to downtown Los Angeles’s Pershing Square

•

Los Angeles City Councilmember David Ryu briefly toyed with
the idea of running for a vacated seat in Congress at the end of
2016, but ultimately decided against it.

By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
2016 was a busy year and not just because of the presidential election. After all, this was the year
of the Flint water crisis, Bob Dylan’s Nobel Prize, the Dakota Access Pipeline and the Chicago Cubs’
World Series win. What do you think was the biggest non-election related story of 2016?
“Prince’s death
was the biggest
thing to hit
me.”
– Michael K.,
outside Sam’s
Bagels on Larchmont Boulevard.
“The only
thing I can
think of was
the election. It
was so ominous
and just
dominated everything. My
wife and I had a daughter,
that was pretty big for us.”
– John T., outside Bluemercury on Larchmont Boulevard.
“I’m a tech
person, so for
me it’s the
deflation of the
tech bubble.
There’s a
biotech firm that’s been found

to be a fraud. The election has
taken up so much space in my
mind that there’s nothing left
to look back on.”
– Will T., outside Hardwear
on Larchmont Boulevard.
“I don’t know
if it was the
biggest, but
Prince’s death
was a shocker.
David Bowie’s
too. Great talents who were
too young.”
– Barbara Z., outside Lipson
Plumbing on Larchmont
Boulevard.
“I definitely
think the Wells
Fargo scandal
and other
financial news
was big, but the
election just dominated the
news.”
– Bianca H., outside Lipson
Plumbing on Larchmont.

“Everything
pales in
comparison to
Trump and my
disbelief.”
– Vicki P.,
outside Bonne Chance on
Larchmont Boulevard.
“Let’s see, you
can tie Brexit
into the global
rise of nationalism. I’m
entertainment
centric, so I’d also say the
growing influence of China in
Hollywood.”
– Ranjit R., outside Landis
Labyrinth on Larchmont
Boulevard.
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New Year, New Resolutions:

How to Make 2017 Inspired, Insightful, and Important
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist
New Year’s resolutions can be challenging. We all want to start 2017 on a good note, but if you aim
too high, you inevitably fail to accomplish all that you set out to. Aim too low, and you’re cheating yourself
out of a chance to discover new things, meet new people, and push yourself towards a better and more
meaningful life.
January has traditionally become a rather somber month as all the festivity and frivolity of November and December fade away, replaced by bulging bellies, loads of holiday debt, and all-around winter
doldrums.
Instead of punishing yourself, this year, turn January into an inspired and exciting time. Take
charge and reinvent your resolutions. Focus on things that truly mean something to you, that are genuine, heartfelt, community-driven, and will improve your life…and maybe others’ lives too.
We’ve got a few ideas—40 to be exact—to get you started.
your intake. Forge a plan for 2017 to
1. KICK THINGS OFF WITH A
stick to a 95% gluten free diet. (And
CLEANSE. After several months gorghit up Trader Joe’s, which carries an
ing on Halloween candy, pumpkin
increasing array of GF products from
pie, stuffing, mashed potatoes, eggsliced bread to pancake mix.)
nog, and goodness knows what else,
it’s time to push your body’s restart
4. SAY “SO LONG” TO SUGAR. Acbutton. There are tons of cleanses
cording to Healthline.com, researchout there, but the famous “Masers are now saying sugar is more adter Cleanse” is a perennial favorite.
dictive than heroin and a whopping
Downing an elixir of lemon juice,
70% of Americans are consuming
cayenne pepper, and maple syrup (and
toxic levels. Not only that, but sugar is
nothing else) for 7+ days may sound
hidden in everything from salad dressmore like torture than self-improveings to pasta sauces. Get informed and
ment, but devotees love this regimen
get on board with reducing your sugar
and claim to feel absolutely amazing
in the new year.
after the 3-day mark.
5. PICK A TRAIL, ANY TRAIL. 4000
2. TRIM PORTIONS AND POUNDS.
acres, folks. In your backyard. Hiking
The average weight gain over the holiin Griffith Park is a luxury we someday season is less than five pounds,
times take for granted. If you’re lookbut it often feels like double that. To
ing for new trails to explore, catch up
counter the extra lbs you may have
on Mike Pallotta’s terrific series “Daygained from a few too many gingerTrekking,” which ran in the Ledger
bread men, try portion control instead
last year.
of an all-out diet. When you order
out, split your meal with a friend 6. SWEAT IN STYLE. What’s your sweat
(most restaurants over-serve portions
style? The Hollywood YMCA is a
anyway) or eat dinner on a salad plate
popular choice for locals like real esrather than a dinner plate (less food
tate agent Silke Fernald. “I love the
looks like more).
Y because it is a gym for all ages, the
staff is super-friendly, the classes—es3. GO GLUTEN-FREE. Whether you
pecially Gravity Pilates and yoga—are
have a gluten intolerance or not, conamazing and with your membership
sider going gluten-free or reducing
comes kids’ care
(for free),” she
said. Or consider
FREE
the historic Los
ESTIMATES
& SENIOR
Angeles Athletic
DISCOUNTS

7.

8.

9.

10.

to everyone you meet, from the barista
Club in Downtown, which offers
to the checkout clerk at Target.
world-class facilities including a lap
pool, squash court, basketball court,
11. MEDITATE. Start with 10 minutes
fitness studios, and spa. For those on
a day and work your way up. If you
a budget, Griffith Park Yoga offers doneed a beginner’s guide, try the app
nation-based classes in Ferndell Park.
Headspace, which walks you through
every step, or check out Dharma Punx
MONEY UP. After the deluge of
in East Hollywood (near Los Angeles
spending during December, it’s time
City College) and learn how to “sit.”
to get your finances in order. Invest in
Trust us, it’s worth it.
a program like Quicken to track your
monthly spending and make tax time
12. SAYONARA, SMOKING. Prop 56
easier. Or consider hiring a financial
passed, bringing new taxes on cigaadvisor like Rob Menz, a Los Feliz
rettes, which means a pack of Marldad and neighborhood fixture who is
boros will now run you around $7. So
heavily involved in the community.
maybe it’s time to give them up, even
if just for your wallet’s sake.
DETOX YOUR IN-BOX. Unsubscribe
from any daily or weekly newsletters
13. GET TO KNOW YOUR HEALTH INthat you don’t actually take the time
SURANCE. If you’ve got a shiny new
to read. Same for all those retail sites
insurance card (thank you Covered
that you signed up for to get that 10%
California), use it. Lots of health inoff your first purchase. Pick up the
surance providers today pay for visits
phone instead of email. Everything
to the acupuncturist. Try Universal
gets done faster.
Family Wellness Clinic in Silver Lake,
Balance Acupuncture on Vermont, or
SLIM DOWN ON SOCIAL MEDIA.
Healing Hands on Larchmont BouleWe love Facebook and Pinterest and
vard.
Snapchat and Twitter and [insert latest social media craze here] as much as
14. FORGIVE. 2016 was a contentious
the next person, but if you’re on them
year for many, filled with hateful rhetfor more than one hour a day, experts
oric and more downs than ups. Let it
say it’s time for a change.
go. Forgive. Forgive. Even those who
have hurt you the most. The outcomes
MANNERS, PEOPLE. Be polite. It’s
will be amazing.
alarming how widely good old-fashioned manners have disappeared—es15. ORGANIZE. Get your belongings in
pecially in kids and teens. Set a good
order with help from local services
example. Try and speak respectfully
such as Into the Light or Odyssey Or-

We offer a full service residential
& commercial roofer and leak specialist.
We offer Energy Star Title 24 Material.
Certified applicators with Malarkey, CertainTeed and GAF.

Since 1942  State License 386172
1015 North Gower St.  Hollywood, CA 90038
(323) 469-2981 www. supremeroofing.net
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ganizing. Or pick up a copy of Marie
Kondo’s oh-so-trendy bestseller The
Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up
and do it yourself.
16. START A BULLET JOURNAL. This increasingly popular method of organizing your life involves keeping your calendar and task list in one place. Invest
in an old-school journal, which according to bulletjournal.com, “can be
your to-do list, sketchbook, notebook,
and diary, but most likely, it will be all
of the above. It will teach you to do
more with less.”
17. PROTECT YOURSELF ONLINE.
Download and use a true encryption
password program (that self-generates
impossible-to-hack passwords.) Just
remember to always have the program
loaded on your desktop or phone because if you don’t you won’t remember
any of your passwords.
18. SAY NO TO TV NEWS. Less CNN,
FOX News and MSNBC. If, like
many, you watched ALL of the presidential coverage several hours a night
as well as ALL the debates, you could
use a break from the outraged anchors, screaming “experts” and overly
dramatic pundits.
19. SHOP LOCAL. We are so thankful for
our local booksellers Iike Chevalier’s
and Skylight, hardware stores like
Baller, and clothing boutiques like
Lake and Vamp Shoes. Skip Amazon
and support your local artisans and
shop owners.
20. SAMPLE SOME SYRAH. Grab a glass
of wine with friends at Bar Covell. The
sommeliers are great at recommending something to suit every taste.

so many levels. “A friend of mine com- 37. ADOPT A PET. Pets. They lower stress.
mented on how many hours I devoted
They help us live longer. They make us
to my children’s school and suggested
happy. They need homes. Welcome a
I put my efforts toward the greater
furry friend into your family this year.
good,” said Mary McCloud of LFP.
You’ll be so glad you did.
27. EXPLORE YOUR ROOTS. Potted, a
“I can’t thank him enough for that
38. BUILD A VINYL COLLECTION. Start
funky little plant-filled shop on Los
suggestion. Over the past year, I have
a collection or expand your existing
Feliz Boulevard, offers a range of
been proud to be a part of something
one with a trip to one of our great lofun workshops on everything from
bigger than myself, bigger than my zip
cal record stores. Start with Jacknife
wreath-making to succulents. Check
code, that connects me to the greater
Records and Tapes in Atwater, Vacaout their website for details.
Los Angeles community. I see myself,
tion Vinyl and Rockaway in Silver
my daughter, and a brighter future in
28. HIT THE WALL. Stronghold ClimbLake or Permanent Records and Costhe work the girls create in photos and
ing Gym is a Downtown gem where
mic Vinyl in Echo Park.
words each semester.”
you can learn to indoor rock climb.
They accommodate all levels and even 34. UNPLUG FOR A DAY. We all know 39. INSTAGRAM YOUR LIFE. Yes, we
are resolving to spend less time trolloffer birthday parties if you have a kid
we need less tech in our lives but it’s
ing on social media this year, but
who becomes addicted to the sport.
hard to actually unplug. The best way
Instagram has become something
to make it happen? Set aside one day
29. ROCK OUT. You’ve always wanted to
more—a downright art form. Don’t
a week (like Sundays) and go phoneplay the guitar? The cello? The drums?
just dabble in Instagram. Make this
less. Your mind, body, and spirit will
Silver Lake Conservatory of Music
the year you actually start creatthank you.
can teach you any instrument, so what
ing a standout IG feed. Bring your
are you waiting for? Sign up for indi- 35. GET CREATIVE. Art and photograunique, eye-catching perspective to
vidualized lessons and unleash your
phy classes are available at a range of
life through amazing images that reinner Clapton. Or Yo-Yo Ma.
nearby hotspots including Barnsdall
flect who you are.
Arts Center, Wizard of Art in Los
30. READ ALL ABOUT IT. “Read more” is
40. WRITE ABOUT YOUR LIFE. Not
Feliz, Art Works in Larchmont, and
one of those popular resolutions that
everyone is cut out to keep a diary
LACMA in Mid-City. Hand & Mawe all make but don’t keep because
(if you’ve ever seen the hysterical live
chine Studio, located in El Sereno, is
we’re “too busy.” Set a reasonable goal
show, “Mortified,” you know what
a design studio that offers a variety of
for yourself. A book a week? Two a
we mean), but there are other opclasses in pottery, digital fabrication,
month? Explore fiction and non-fictions. Keep a watercolor journal, start
and industrial design.
tion and tap into your local library
your autobiography, or launch a blog.
where you can reserve books, renew 36. COOK LIKE A PRO. Browse Pinterest
Whatever suits your personality and
online, and download audiobooks all
or hit up one of the many incredible
style, find a way to write about your
for free. The Hoopla app is also worth
food blogs like 101 Cookbooks, Natulife, your loves, your city. Create a livchecking out if you’re into audio verrally Ella, or Pinch of Yum to experiing, breathing record of 2017 so that
sions.
ment with new dishes and flavors. Kiss
when 2018 arrives, you can look back,
your days of frozen pizza and canned
reflect, and enjoy.
31. STRIKE OUT. More and more people
soup
buh-bye.
are discovering the fun of bowling
nights with friends or
family. Pick your favorite spot from The
Spare Room at the
Hollywood Roosevelt
Hotel to Highland
Park Bowl or Lucky
Strike at Hollywood
& Highland.
the many amazing local spas. Neighborhood favorites include Olympic
Day Spa, Natura Day Spa, Larchmont
Sanctuary, The Raven Spa, and Dtox.

21. JUMP ON THE POKE TRAIN. The
Hawaiian raw fish dish took the foodie
world by storm in 2016, and you’ll be
seeing more poke bowl fever in 2017.
Stop by Lemonade in Larchmont to
sample Tuna and Avocado Poke with 32. HOLD A PRIVATE
SHOWING.
Film
tangerines, icicle radish, and sesame or
lovers, you can acvisit En Sushi in Los Feliz to try one of
tually rent the Vista
their seven different takes on the dish.
Theater in Los Fe22. GET ARTSY AT THE BROAD. The
liz for private events.
Downtown art destination is a huge
Share the cost with
hit with adults and kids alike. Take in
a few friends, pick
a wonderful array of pieces by modern
your favorite flick,
masters including Cy Twombly, Robsend out invites and
ert Rauschenberg, and Andy Warhol.
load up on popcorn
and treats. It’s movie
23. GET FRESH AT A FARMERS’ MARnight done right.
KET. Hit your local weekend market
to load up on everything from nuts to 33. VOLUNTEER. Whatfarm-fresh eggs to fish to gourmet vegever cause interests
an spreads. Saturdays you can shop at
you most, be it pets,
the Silver Lake market, and Sundays
kids, or the homeless,
at neighborhood favorites in Atwater
make this the year
Village and Larchmont Village.
to stop talking and
24. TRY A WEEK WITHOUT WHEELS.
Give your car a rest and try a week
without driving. Use an alternate set
of wheels and bike around town, or
get some exercise by walking. You’ll
also find it lowers your stress level not
to deal with traffic and (ahem) bad
drivers.
25. GO NATIVE. We’ve finally started
getting a bit of rain and, hopefully,
some relief from the ongoing drought
in Southern California. Still, this is a
great time to start researching native
and drought-tolerant plants to add to
your yard or garden.
26. TREAT YOURSELF. You work hard.
You deserve a treat now and then.
Take a few hours and escape to one of
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start doing. 826LA is
a fantastic non-profit
“dedicated to supporting students ages
6 to 18 with their creative and expository
writing skills,” according to their mission statement. Las
Fotos Project (LFP)
is a communitybased photography
program focused on
nurturing
creative
expression and bringing positive change
to teen girls facing
adversity. Volunteer
work is rewarding on

New Year, the best you.
Join us at dr pilates and
unleash your inner potential.
It’s time for you to see what
you’re really made of.

dr pilates

418 N Larchmont Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90004
www.drpilatesla.com

HOLLYWOOD YMCA
1553 N Schrader Boulevard
Hollywood, CA 90028
P 323 467 4161
W ymcaLA.org/hw

MAKE
MONDAYS
MATTER
This year, discover more
than a workout.

Start now and pay NO JOINING FEE on Mondays this January.
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2016 Rewind
By Allison B. Cohen, Sheila Lane and Erin Hickey

Following are updates and
reminders of some of the most
important stories we covered
in 2016.
Ryu for Congress?
In December, Los Angeles City Councilmember David Ryu toyed with the idea
of running in a spring 2017
special election for Xavier
Becerra’s 34th Congressional
seat after Becerra was selected
by Gov. Jerry Brown to replace
state Attorney General Kamala Harris, who won U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer’s seat in the
November 8th election.
But less than a week after
the news was leaked, Ryu decided against it.
“I have spent the last several days talking to family,
friends, and constituents about
the future of our communities
and our country, and I thank
all those who encouraged me
to run. However, after careful
thought, it’s even more clear to
me that my heart remains here
in Los Angeles, in the neighborhoods and schools where I
grew up, and with the diverse
communities I have the honor
of serving. Therefore, I will
not seek the 34th Congressional seat.”
8150 Sunset Boulevard/
Frank Gehry Project
The Los Angeles City
Council approved in November a controversial Frank
Gehry-designed
mixed-use
apartment complex on the
eastern edge of the Sunset
Strip at Crescent Heights
Boulevard, but only after Los
Angeles City Councilmember
David Ryu sought changes to
the project, including a height
reduction and fewer residential units—229, down from
249. The project will also have
65,000 square feet of commercial space with plans for

a grocery store, retail and restaurants.
During much public debate on the project, some have
derided its look and density,
while others have said Gehry’s
design is a masterpiece and
will assist Los Angeles in becoming a world-class city.
Complicating the issue is the Lytton Savings and
Loan Building—now a Chase
bank—designed in 1960 by
renowned architect Kurt Meyer and considered by many to
be an important example of
mid-century modern design.
In December, the Los Angeles
City Council voted to designate the structure an historic
cultural monument.
However, Lytton’s historic
designation does not negate the
council’s previous approval of
the Frank Gehry-designed project proposed for the same location, which currently calls for
the bank’s demolition.
Instead, the designation
will initiate an additional
180-day review process before
construction on the Gehry
project can begin.
According to Brian Lewis
of Marathon Communications, a spokesman for Townscape Partners, the developers
of the Gehry project, Townscape has no intention of revising the project to prevent
Lytton’s demolition.
“Recognizing that the
Historic Cultural Monument
status merely adds additional
time for us to implement our
mitigation measures, we remain committed to moving
forward with our approved
project that will bring worldclass architecture to Hollywood, provide much-needed
housing, attract great retail
options for the area, and create new jobs,” said Lewis in a
written statement.
Additionally, three law-

suits were filed in 2016 against
the city regarding the project,
including one from the Los
Angeles Conservancy over the
Lytton issue and another by
the activist group Fix the City,
regarding the project’s density
and scope, which petitioners
say is not in scale with the surrounding neighborhood.
LaBonge Destruction
of Documents/
Lawsuits
The First Amendment
Coalition filed a lawsuit in
Los Angeles Superior Court
in August against the city of
Los Angeles, alleging it has
illegally destroyed public records and therefore has used
taxpayer funds to “implement,
enforce or otherwise carry out
illegal policies and practices,”
in doing so.
The case is now wending
its way through Los Angeles
Superior Court with the next
hearing on February 7, 2017.
The lawsuit seeks an injunction against the city from
“destroying any public records
less than two years old...and
from spending the money
of the [c]ity and the State of
California in furtherance of its
illegal policies and practices,
which further the destruction
of records that are less than
two years old.”
The issue of the city’s destruction of public records
came to light after former Los
Angeles City Councilmember
Tom LaBonge ordered the destruction of at least 113 boxes
of documents from his office
in the weeks prior to his last
day in office in July of 2015.
In court documents filed
in October in response to the
lawsuit, the city indicated: “In
response to the actions by former City [C]ouncilmember
Tom LaBonge, the [c]ity created a formal disposition sched-

ule for [c]ity councilmembers
and their offices.”
Disposition
schedules
are routinely used by cities
across the country providing
timelines of how long city officials’ and staff’s records and
documents must be retained
and then either destroyed or
archived.
The city of Los Angeles’s
disposition schedules for elected officials were approved in
September, the first such approval in decades.
“The City Council has not
had a formal records retention
schedule as a group that we can
find for at least the last 30 years,”
Los Angeles City Clerk Holly
Wolcott wrote in an email to
the Ledger September 4th.
The lawsuit was the second known filing seeking remedies related to the destruction
of LaBonge’s documents.
In the first, a Hollywood
Hills homeowner had requested an approval of a land-use
issue as a punitive measure
against the city for allegedly
allowing documents related
to his case to be destroyed.

A judge this summer ruled
against the homeowner.
When LaBonge’s replacement, David Ryu, took office
in July 2015 he and other current and former city staffers
had said LaBonge left no documents behind.
The Los Angeles District
Attorney’s office received a few
complaints regarding LaBonge’s
conduct. According to spokesperson Greg Risling, the issue
remains under review regarding
a possible investigation.
For his part, Ryu authored
a motion, which is still being
considered by a sub committee
of city council for the city to
create official policy for transitioning elected officials.
While that did not get
completed in 2016, according
to Ryu spokesperson, Estevan Montemayor, the city has
taken a major step by issuing
disposition schedules for city
councilmembers.
“The councilmember feels
a major component of this has
already been addressed by the
document retention schedsee REWIND page 9
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REAL ESTATE]

2016 Rewind and 2017 Forecast
We asked our real estate
advertisers their thoughts on
buying and selling homes in
2016 and what they think is
in store for 2017. Here’s what
they had to say in their own
words:
Traci Bates and
Lorna Hennington
Keller Williams
Properties on market now
are on a little longer than they
had been earlier in the year.
We attribute this to rising interest rates, uncertainty with
the election and how it will affect our economy and the holiday season.
On the plus side for historical preservation, the city
looks like it’s going to grant
HPOZ [Historical Preservation Overlay Zone] status to

additional neighborhoods in
the coming year including
Oxford Square and Carthay
Square.
The National Register of
Historic Places status desig-

“

Mona Ghossein
Sales Agent,
The Rental Girl
We feel that the 2016
market was strong and steady

Many properties, like our listing
at 3857-59 Revere Ave., had multiple offers
and sold within 10 days, to an “All Cash” buyer, making 2016 a very successful
year for a lot of sellers.
— Mona Ghossein, The Rental Girl

nation was given to the welldeserved View Park neighborhood this year and we
anticipate a continuation of
the appreciation of neighborhoods with historic status and
designations in 2017.

”

with not a lot of inventory,
but with a lot of very qualified
buyers who will continue their
search into 2017 where, hopefully, the New Year will bring
more inventory for those buyers to keep the market strong

and steady.
Many properties, like
our listing at 3857-59 Revere
Ave., had multiple offers and
sold within 10 days, to an “All
Cash” buyer, making 2016 a
very successful year for a lot of
sellers.

am confident that 2017 will
continue this steady stream of
spectacular opportunities for
the L.A. Renter.

Alexis Hilton
Leasing Agent,
The Rental Girl

While the market is
steadily rising to accommodate the needs of renters in
search of high-end property
(i.e., full amenity living), the
affordable market still exists
for those looking for stellar
units to be shared with roommates. Condos are popping
up all over Central L.A., but
not being in the market to buy
doesn’t mean you can’t land of
one these gems. The majority
of purchasers are looking to
lease their units to qualified
candidates.

The rental market in
my neighborhoods [MidWilshire, Mid-City, Koreatown] continued to grow.
With the increasing development of quality properties by
developers and independent
landlord upgrades, veteran
L.A. renters and newcomers
alike have their pick of quality properties that are not far
out of their pocket’s reach. I

6525 W. Sunset Blvd. Ste. G2 • Los Angeles, CA 90028

THEKOSTREYCOLLECTION.COM

Another Happy Buyer!

1354 Hill Dr.

Missy Hayduk
Leasing Agent,
The Rental Girl

“The Los Angeles real estate market is tough, competitive, and filled with people who will try and swindle you for a dollar.
John Kostrey is the exception. He’s a diamond in the rough—an ethical, knowledgeable agent (who will fight for you).
A short story to persuade you. I’d been looking for a house for around 4 months. I bid on a house I really liked that I could
afford. We did the usual inspections (general, sewer, chimney, foundation) and nobody found anything all that damning about
the place. The appraisal came back at our bid price. It needed work, but it was going to be ok.
However, because of the hillside location John suggested we also get a geological engineer to look at the property. I wasn’t
sure I wanted to spend the extra money (engineers are expensive) but he insisted. As it turns out, the geo guy DID find
problems. His report was bad enough for us to back out of the deal.
A lesser agent would have stopped us after the normal inspections, but John’s experience and thoroughness kept us from
making a grave mistake.
I continued to look for months and John never hesitated. He went out with me to almost every showing multiple times a week.
If he couldn’t make it, one of his great assistants same along. I probably saw 60 properties with him over the course of six
months, but who’s counting.
I am now a proud owner of a beautiful home in Eagle Rock and it’s thanks to John Kostrey. Even after the sale is complete
he’s recommending me contractors, painters, movers, alarm companies. He knows his market and he knows it well.

If you’re looking for an agent—stop. Hire John.”
* Represented Buyer

3 BR+ 2 BA 1446 Sq Ft $788,630

FOR LEASE

3135 Dona Marta, Studio City

837 N. West Knoll Dr. #211, West Hollywood

3627 Keystone #2, Los Angeles

3 BR+ 3 BA 2557 Sq Ft $6750 per month

2 BR+ 2 BA 1120 Sq Ft $639,000

3 BR+ 2.5 BA 1562 Sq Ft $799,000

JOHN
KOSTREY

KATHARINE
DEERING

310.621.4341

310.382.4908

JOHN@THEKOSTREYCOLLECTION.COM

KDEERING@THEKOSTREYCOLLECTION.COM

CalBRE 01729039 / CalBRE 01934262 • Powered by Nourmand & Associates Realty. Not Meant as a Solicitation Should Your Home Already Be Listed by Another Agent or Brokerage • #A54813
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neighbors experienced events
that brought us closer—the
riots, the Northridge earthquake, parties and best of all,
the birth of my children.
When we brought our son
home from the hospital, with
no name because we couldn’t

[LAYFAYETTE SQUARE]

Magnificent Magistrate
By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist
One of the many highlights of living in Lafayette
Square was our very good
fortune to have Justice Vaino
Spencer, who passed away on
October 25, 2016, as our nextdoor neighbor.
The first time I met her,
she was inspecting the gorgeous flowers she had her
gardener plant in her yard.
She was tall, very beautiful,
and spoke in a measured, but
friendly tone. I remember telling my husband Craig that I
had just met the most elegant
woman I’d ever seen.
Justice Vaino Hassan
Spencer was born in Los Angeles in 1920. She attended
Los Angeles Polytechnic High
School, Los Angeles City College, and Southwestern School
of Law.
In 1961, Governor Pat
Brown appointed her to a
judgeship making her the
first African-American female judge in the state of
California, and the third in
the nation.
Justice Spencer served in
the Municipal Court, the Superior Court and for the last
20 years of her legal career,
as the Presiding Judge of the
First Division of the Appeals
Court.
Her passion for gender
and racial equality led her to
found the Black Women Lawyers Association and co-found
the National Association of
Women Judges.
A few weeks after our en-

counter, Craig and I were invited to a dinner party at her
home. When Justice Spencer
opened her front door, she

Justice Vaino Spencer with Emma Collins, the columnist’s daughter, in 1997.

agree on one, I opened my
front door and there was a
gorgeous 4-foot high flower
arrangement and a Tiffany
picture frame.
When we opened the card
from Justice Spencer, my husband and I looked at each other, and said, “Spencer.”
I hope one day he can live
up to the name of our very
dear and wonderful friend,
Justice Vaino Spencer.

was wearing a stunning floorlength cape dress with feather
trim and was holding a glass of
champagne.
The dinner was perfect,
the tables and flowers were
gorgeous, but the piece de
resistance was the conversation and the company we were
sharing. Many of Justice Spencer’s guests were people on the
frontlines of the civil rights
movement in the 50s and 60s.
In her study, a large photograph hung of civil rights
lawyer Leo Branton (Justice
Spencer’s neighbor to the
south), Dorothy Dandridge,
Nat King Cole, Martin Luther
King, and the glamorous Justice herself.
Over the years, we as

[HOUSE AND HOLMES]

In Hot Water
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist
I am constantly in hot
water when
it comes to fixing anything
around the house, but this
month I was literally out of
hot water.
Our water heater used to
be a tank that was bolted to
the wall of our “California
basement”—a subterranean
room that’s only slightly big
enough to fit the water heater,
a furnace, and one small Californian.
Since the old tank could
barely heat up enough hot water for our family, we switched
to a “tankless” water heater.
How does this work? The
way I understand it is that a
regular water heater is kind of
like a teakettle on the stove.
The tank is filled with water;
it’s heated by gas and stays percolating until you need it.
A tankless heater is kind of
like those hot coils that make
your K-Cup coffee machine
work so quickly—it superheats the water on demand.
Everything was great for a
few months after we switched.
Then came the fateful moment when we had visitors in
the guest room, and there was

no hot water to be found in
any of the showers or sinks.
I investigated and saw a
gas line going in and a water
line going out. That seemed
logical. Then why wasn’t it
working? I was stumped.
I was hoping to solve this
problem on my own, without
bothering my exceptional contractor friend Dave, but no
such luck.
I reached Dave on his cell
phone while he was finishing
up a tennis lesson. I explained
my situation while he hit backhands at his pro.
“Is it unplugged?” he
asked.
“What?” I answered.
“The tankless water heater
needs to have electricity to
work,” said Dave.
I walked outside and noticed that there was an electrical cord leading to an outlet
that I hadn’t noticed before.
Sure enough Dave was
right. I plugged the tankless
water heater back into the electrical power and we are once
again basking in hot water.
All of which once again
goes to prove, “If I can’t figure it out—and I know that I
can’t—my friend Dave can.”

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Constructive Crowing in the Year
of the Rooster
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist
According
to the East
Asian lunar
calendar, this
month
we
say goodbye
to the Year
of the Monkey. And what a
monkey 2016 was—a monkey
on a roller coaster setting off
fireworks.
We will undoubtedly be
feeling the effects of the creature’s mischief for months and
years to come, as we watch ill
will among the country’s population continue to rise, along
with our planet’s temperatures
and sea levels.
It is important that at the
start of this new year—be it
solar or lunar—we strengthen
our resolve and set our intentions for the foreseeable future.
Perhaps we can take a cue
from this year’s zodiac animal.

On January 28, we will enter
the Year of the Rooster, a year
that is believed to be characterized by alertness, preparedness, forward movement, hard
work and commitment.
Of course, the rooster is
neither shy nor silent when it
comes to protecting his family
and home; nor should we be.
For me, more than any
other, this rooster year has
to be a year of alertness and
readiness to speak up, whether
it’s about environmental pollution, cleaner energy solutions,
wasteful practices or political
reluctance to accept our role
in climate change.
This month, my goal is to
wave goodbye to that mischievous monkey and to join other
concerned individuals and
groups for a year of constructive,
conservation-minded
crowing.
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[OUR BREAD AND BUTTER]

Reenergize Your Space With Into the Light
Organizing Service

ules,” said Montemayor. “That
was a major component of
what we dealt with last year.
By finding a solution on that,
[Ryu] hopes that any further
issues [relative to transitioning
councilmembers in the future]
will be mitigated.”

By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

Kathleen Wakefield (right), of Into The Light Organizing Service, works with client, Alexis Hall, to design an organized kitchen and storage system.
Photo by Kimberly Gomez

As long as we are saying
hello to a new year, what better way to get a fresh start
than to organize your home
and office? Whether clutter
gathers in closets, drawers,
the garage or out in the open,
most of us reach a point
where we can no longer look
the other way.
“People call when there’s
a crisis and something is bugging them,” said Kathleen
Wakefield, professional organizer and owner of Into the
Light Organizing Service.
The process of digging
through it all can be daunting. When “I’m going to get to
that” becomes a constant guilt
trigger, you may need an outside perspective.
Wakefield works one-onone with clients to conquer
these vital projects by breaking the process down into
manageable steps.
“They see the big group of
things that they don’t want,
but they don’t know what
each item is,” said Wakefield. “As we pick through,

we choose one thing to focus
on, then move on to another
thing. Over time, clients realize it gets easier to let go of
things.”
Once pared down, Wakefield works with clients to
organize their treasures into
user-friendly systems and design an environment that fits
with their personality, habits
and lifestyle.
Real estate agent Alexis
Hall said she has called upon
Wakefield to help out during
crucial transition periods of
her life, such as moving into a
new home or office.
“When I first met Kathleen I had stacks of papers
and I was always losing my
keys,” said Hall. “Basically
she helped me define my systems and habits so the whole
organization process for my
house and office is intuitive
to me.”
After more than 10 years
of working with Wakefield
on projects from renovating
her kitchen to organizing her
child’s room, many of the sys-

tems are still in place.
“I think there is a beauty
to having things organized
and it can look aesthetically
pleasing as well,” said Hall.
Working with an outside
person to separate yourself
from your items, said Wakefield, is something that may
be better than trying to do it
yourself.
Wakefield honed her organizing skills growing up in
a family heavily influenced by
the Great Depression.
“My parents tried to keep
everything nice, but never had
the space for it,” says Wakefield.
After 15 years in business, Wakefield said that
one of the most rewarding
aspects of her work has been
seeing the positive impact
that getting organized has
had on her clients.
“People feel lightened and
a more calm and relaxed person emerges without pieces of
memories surrounding them,”
says Wakefield.
Through the process of
organization, Into the Light
has helped many to rediscover
items of value, release what is
obsolete in their lives, and reenergize their space.

Homelessness
Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority (LAHSA)
is gearing up for its annual
Greater Los Angeles Homeless
Count, which will take place
January 24th – 26th at several
locations throughout L.A.
The count will help determine how to best allocate the
city’s
resources—including
the $1.2 billion housing bond
measure HHH, passed by voters in the Nov. 8th election—
to combat homelessness.
The 2016 count revealed
628 homeless individuals living in Council District 4
(CD4), which includes Larchmont and part of Koreatown,
and 1,112 living in Council
District 10 (CD10), which includes Oxford Square, West
Adams, Wilshire Park and
part of Koreatown.
These numbers represent
an increase of just over 1%
in CD4’s homeless population, and an 18% decrease for
CD10 from 2015, compared
with a 6% increase citywide.
Zoning
If there were one unifying
motto for the variety of zoning proposals presented this
year it would have to be: “Get
it passed before March 2017.”

Into the Light
Organizing Service
intothelightorganizing.com
or (213) 247-0611

That date marks the end
of the two Interim Control
Ordinances (ICOs) that are
currently stopping 20 Los
Angeles neighborhoods from
“mansionization”—the tearing down or altering of singlefamily homes to create larger
homes out of scale with the
neighborhood.
The ICOs were urgent
measures taken by the Los Angeles City Council for neighborhoods not being adequately
protected by the city-wide
Baseline Mansionization Ordinance (BMO) and Baseline
Hillside Ordinance (BHO).
After more than two
years, two drafts and numerous public hearings, revisions
to the BMO and BHOs were
passed by the Los Angeles City
Council on December 7th.
“It is critical that the city
prevents loopholes that allow
for developers and real estate
speculators to take advantage
of our city’s land use laws,” said
Los Angeles City Councilmember David Ryu in a statement.
“The BMO and the BHO will
provide the long term solutions
needed for our communities to
grow responsibly.”
Another zoning proposal,
called R1 variations, offers
further protection with ordinances tailored to protect
the specific character of a
neighborhood by regulating
the size, scale and massing of
homes within it.
After community input,
the city’s Planning Dept. created a R1 variation ordinance
for the areas of South Hollysee REWIND page 10
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wood, La Brea Hancock and
Larchmont Heights.
The ordinance was approved by the city’s Planning
Commission November 10th
and proponents are hoping final city approval occurs before
the ICOs expire in March.
Also in 2016, the Miracle
Mile neighborhood and Oxford Square, located just south
of Windsor Village—put forth
proposals to make their neighborhoods Historic Preservation
Overlay Zones (HPOZs).
This type of ordinance
regulates exterior changes to
properties within a district
by requiring that property
owners submit their projects
to a review board, which determines whether proposed
changes will maintain the historical integrity of the area.
Both HPOZs have been
approved—with varying levels
of neighborhood support—by
the City Planning Commission. However, opponents of
the Miracle Mile HPOZ are
protesting that approval, citing alleged procedural errors.
Proponents of both HPOZs
are hoping final city approval
occurs before March.
Larchmont Village
Business Improvement
District
After 18 years of service, Tom Kneafsey stepped
down from his post as president of the Larchmont Village Business Improvement
District (LVBID) in 2016
and was replaced by Heather
Duffy Boylston and Rebecca
Hutchinson.
“I’ve been serving as a volunteer director since 1998,”
said Kneafsey.
“The duties have increased
over the years and it’s become
a commitment beyond a volunteer position.”
Duffy Boylston and
Hutchinson, who took over
LVBID duties October 1st, are
partners in the public relations
firm, H+R PR. The firm was
hired by Kneafsey in 2012 to
ensure the renewal of the organization with the city of Los
Angeles.
They have worked side by
side with Kneafsey on LVBID
issues ever since, including the
problem of destructive tree
roots on Larchmont Blvd.
In April 2016, the “Discretionary Funds Taskforce”
of Los Angeles City Council
District 4—a voluntary board
of constituents who review and
advise on proposals presented to
the office—approved $15,000
for the LVBID to hire a consultant to address the issue.
Duffy Boylston said an arborist was brought in to study
the trees on the boulevard and
has created a report.
“We will share with the

community the recommendations from that report in the
new year,” she said.
Duffy Boylston said that
she and Hutchinson are looking forward to tackling some
of the larger issues facing the
LVBID, such as sidewalk
safety and repair, keeping the
boulevard clean and providing
ongoing marketing and communications.
“Both of us have lived in
Larchmont for nearly two decades,” said Duffy Boylston,
“and understand that this is
neighborhood that needs to
embrace growth while still remaining true to our small village roots.”
Larchmont Business
Turnover
In a year that saw the
turnover of several businesses
on Larchmont Boulevard,
Sweetfin Poké, is the latest
to open its doors. A purveyor
of Hawaiian raw fish salad,
Sweetfin moved into the spot
that was formerly occupied by
long-term tenant, Coffee Bean
and Tea Leaf.
Several other long-term
tenants left the street in 2016,
including Jamba Juice and
Village Footwear.
Evan Veitch, owner of Village Footwear, said the combination of online competition
and her rent doubling caused
her to close her store of 19
years at the end of July.
“My landlord has been
very reasonable for the most
part,” said Veitch in early July,
“but this has been a big jump
for us and it just got to the
point where it was untenable.”
Two other well-established Larchmont businesses,
Pickett Fences and Hans Custom Optik left their locations
in 2016 when their leases were
not renewed. However, both
have found new space elsewhere on the boulevard.
As reported by the Ledger
last summer, leases per square
foot on Larchmont Boulevard
can reach rates that are double
or more than the average retail leases—$4.90—found in
Brentwood, Los Feliz and Pacific Palisades.
David Passman of the
Passman Group, a Beverly
Hills commercial real estate
brokerage firm, said at that
time that despite high rents,
there is still demand for a location on Larchmont Boulevard.
[Retailers] understand the
affluent demographics [Larchmont] offers,” said Passman.
“It’s a great stretch of retail.”
Three companies—Trina
Turk, MAC Cosmetics and
Mr. Holmes Bakehouse—have
already announced that they
will open stores on Larchmont
in 2017. They will join recent
newcomers, Bluemercury and
Shopaholic Sample Sales.
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Larchmont Bungalow
Following the death of
Albert Mizrahi, owner of the
Larchmont Bungalow Café,
representatives of the establishment will return to court
February 1, 2017 to report on
the café’s progress in addressing it’s non-compliance with
city codes.
On February 5, 2016—
after more than six years of legal wrangling—Mizrahi plead
“no contest” to charges of
violating city codes, including
operating without a certificate
of occupancy.
By doing so, he gave up
his right to a trial, but in exchange averted prosecution
and entered an 18-month probation period to address the
issues of his non-compliance.
The requirements for compliance include the payment of
various fees and the removal of
tables and chairs from the eatery
to adhere to the establishment’s
status as a take-out restaurant
as defined by the city’s so-called
“Q Conditions” governing
Larchmont Boulevard. Noncompliance could lead to the
closure of the café.
On August 12th, Mizrahi
died at 63 after a long battle
with myelofibrosis.
According to Frank T.
Mateljan, a spokesperson

for the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office, the case will
continue with the hearing in
February.
“The case is not affected
[by Mizrahi’s death],” said
Mateljan. The corporation
entered the plea, not the individual.”
Michael Mizrahi, son of
Albert Mizrahi, said he regrets
that his father was not better
understood when he was alive.
“He was a great man…
but…he was very misconstrued,” said the younger Mizrahi. “That’s the really disappointing element of it because
the community of Larchmont
only has been privy to one side
of the situation.”
Local Purple Line
Metro Construction
While the latest phase of
construction on Metro’s Purple Line subway extension was
completed six weeks earlier
than scheduled in 2016, work
on the project that will eventually connect Mid-Wilshire
to Westwood took a toll on
businesses along the route.
Christine Johnson of
Miracle Mile Toys and Games
has analyzed the impact on
her business caused by weekend street closures on Wilshire
Boulevard due to Purple Line

subway related construction.
Last June, Johnson said
that closures sent her sales
plummeting by 55% from a
year ago.
“We had a brief uptick in
business [this past] November,
but overall for the year, and
now in December, we are behind in sales,” Johnson said in
a recent interview. “The…delays incurred by road closures
and diversions took their toll
on my customers’ willingness
to drive over here.”
In 2016, from June 10th
to October 9th, different portions of Wilshire Boulevard
between S. Detroit Street
and Highland Avenue were
closed—not including the 4th
of July or Labor Day weekend—for sixteen weekends.
The closures were necessary for the “decking” portion of construction, which
involved excavating the boulevard to place concrete deck
panels across the roadway
to act as a temporary street
surface so that work on the
Wilshire/La Brea station underground could occur.
Originally, Metro proposed an option to the
22-weekend closure plan that
would have closed the same
stretch of Wilshire Boulevard
see REWIND page 11
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[March 2017 Election]

Leading Mayoral Contender
Supports “Sanctuary City” Status
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
Windsor Square resident
Mitchell Schwartz has emerged
as the leading contender
against Los Angeles Mayor
Eric Garcetti in the upcoming
March mayoral election.
Steve Barr, his closest rival and a Silver Lake resident,
pulled out of the race on December 7th.
According to fundraising
totals reported through September 30th on the Los Angeles City Ethics Commission
website, Schwartz has raised
over $250,000, which puts
him far ahead of the remaining 10 contenders—with the
exception of Garcetti—who
have reported individually
raising $1,300 or less.
“I have a campaign that’s
up and running,” said Schwartz.
“We’re doing everything that a
real campaign does.”
Schwartz, 55, lives in
Windsor Square with his wife
and three school-age children.
He has extensive experience
in public relations, media and
political consulting.
According to his campaign website, highlights of
Schwartz’s career include his
appointment as the Communications Director of the United States State Dept. during
the Clinton administration
and running then-candidate
Barack Obama’s California
campaign in 2008.
Here in Los Angeles, according to the same website,
he launched the Dept. of Water and Power’s “Green Power”
Program in 1999, which became the largest and most visible green power campaign in
the country.
Schwartz, a Democrat,
said he has been spending
his days meeting with neighborhood councils, attending
“meet and greets,” visiting
farmers’ markets, writing op-
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eds on his positions and “doing a lot of voter contact.”
According to the same city
ethics commission, Garcetti’s
campaign has raised over $2
million.
“He’ll outspend me,”
Schwartz said, “but that’s what
comes with being an incumbent
and getting money from developers and lawyers and lobbyists
and all those people. I’m not going to get the money from insiders and the people who count
on city hall to do them favors,
but I’ll have enough money to
get my message out.”
Schwartz has pledged not
to accept campaign contributions from any political action
committees.
One of the issues Schwartz
has to face as a candidate is
the status of Los Angeles as
a “sanctuary city” and the
pledge made by president-elect
Donald Trump to conduct
mass deportations of undocumented immigrants nationwide. Trump has threatened
to block federal funding to cities that don’t comply, including San Francisco, Chicago
and Los Angeles.
Sanctuary cities are those
that have indicated they are
“safe zones” that will limit enforcement of certain federal
immigration policies.
Schwartz said he is “100%
in agreement” with Los Angeles’s decades long position as
a sanctuary city and believes
Trump will pull back from his
pledge after he is inaugurated.
“The idea of just going in
and doing sweeps and removing people and moving kids
from schools and all that…
is so destructive…it’s untenable,” said Schwartz.
If Los Angeles continues
with its safe city policy and
Trump does block federal
see SCHWARTZ page 15

REWIND from page 10

for seven full weeks. However,
after six months of community meetings and outreach, Los
Angeles City Councilmember David Ryu announced in
February that he endorsed the
weekend plan.
Despite the challenges,
Johnson said she was grateful
for her loyal customers during
a trying time.
“We’re so very thankful
for the customers who have
stuck with us,” she said, “and
celebrated with a customer appreciation night.”
Coyotes
The city’s “Coyote Management Program” underwent
review in 2016 resulting in new
recommendations for community outreach and enforcement
and was approved by the Los
Angeles City Council in November.
The program stresses the
importance of educating the
public on how to co-exist with
coyotes. Tips include not leaving pet food outside and using hazing techniques, such as
banging pots together, to scare
away coyotes.
Los Angeles policy does not
advocate the killing of coyotes
as a means of control, nor does
it advocate “intensive hazing”
techniques that might injure,
but not kill aggressive coyotes
with tools such as paint ball
guns, or rubber bullets.
Los Angeles City Councilmember Joe Busciano asked
for the review last May after
a spike of coyote sightings in
parts of the city.
In the summer of 2016,
the city’s Dept. of Animal
Services responded with recommendations to improve the
program.
In late October, Los Angeles City Councilmember Ryu
authored a motion, which built
upon these recommendations.
The motion called for the city’s
Bureau of Sanitation to work
with Animal Services providing wildlife-proof trash con-
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tainers, an exploration of the
best ways to enforce laws that
prohibit the feeding of coyotes
and the placement of signs to
educate the public about how
to co-exist with coyotes.
Both the Animal Services
plan and Ryu’s motion were
approved last November.

that the program has been
a “held up a little bit” by the
city’s Bureau of Engineering,
but that the site for the next
project has been determined.
“We are looking next at
McCadden Place, between
Beverly and Third,” Montemayor said.

Hancock Park Streets
After decades of neglect,
the concrete streets of Hancock Park are receiving attention from the office of Los
Angeles City Councilmember
David Ryu.
In March of 2016, approximately $300,000 from
Ryu’s discretionary funds was
earmarked for repairs on the
intersection of North Palmas
and Oakwood avenues and a
stretch of 4th Street between
South Las Palmas Avenue and
McCadden Place. The repairs
were made last summer.
The city is mandated to
maintain the concrete streets
of Hancock Park as part of the
neighborhood’s Historic Preservation Overlay Zone, but
proper repairs have been few,
according to residents of the
neighborhood.
In June of 2016, Ryu announced a pilot program for
10 concrete street projects
within Hancock Park. Half
will be done by city crews and
the other half by private contractors, to analyze which is
most cost efficient moving
forward.
Tim Allyn, a member of
the Hancock Park Homeowners Assoc. said it took close to
nine weeks to complete the
work at the Oakwood/North
Las Palmas intersection and
around 18 days to do the 4th
Street segment.
“But the work is done and
all is good,” Allyn said.
According to Allyn, Ryu
began actively working with
other city departments in June
of 2016 to get the next batch
of projects lined up, but that
there have been delays.
Montemayor confirmed

Paramount Pictures
Paramount Pictures is determining how to best move
forward with its $700 million,
25-year modernization plan.
“We
are
discussing
internally what our short
and long-term needs are and
the appropriate timing,” said
Sharon Keyser, Paramount’s
senior vice president for real
estate, government and community relations.
In October 2016, the Los
Angeles City Council approved
the studio’s plans that call for
the demolition of approximately 537,000 square feet of older
facilities and the construction
of nearly 2 million square feet
of new stages, offices and employee retail space.
Paramount’s
neighbors
south of its Melrose Avenue
address—as represented by the
Larchmont Village Neighborhood Assoc.—negotiated with
Paramount officials for approximately two years before the
approval to ensure the protection of their neighborhood.
At times those negotiations became contentious,
specifically when Paramount
proposed a 15-story building, “supergraphic” advertisements—often many stories
tall—and digital billboards
that would recycle every eight
seconds with a new message.
Eventually,
Paramount
agreed to lower the height of
their tallest building to 150
feet and to abandon those signage plans, but only after the
city mandated it.
As the Los Angeles City
Council date for approval approached, Paramount, working with City Councilmember
see REWIND page 12
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David Ryu, made additional
concessions including a contribution of $425,000 to the
neighborhood to mitigate traffic issues and $25,000 for the
neighborhood’s Historic Preservation Overlay Zone survey.
In October of 2016, the
president of the neighborhood
association, Charlie D’Atri,
said the concessions were not
enough to offset the potential long-term damage to the
neighborhood.
“It’s going to be a significantly impactful development,” said D’Atri.
When plans are completed, an additional 5,000 people
a day are expected to be on the
lot, according to Paramount
estimates.

Koetters
After serving approximately six months of a oneyear sentence, convicted sex
offender and former Marlborough School teacher, Joseph Koetters was released
from jail on May 4, 2016.
Koetters began serving
his sentence November 13,
2015 after being convicted
of four counts of sexual
acts with two minors who
were students at the time
at the all-girls school in
Hancock Park.

building in Koreatown, remains stalled in litigation.

According to Leonard
Levine, Koetters’ lawyer, it
is not uncommon for those
who are accused of these
types of crimes to serve a reduced time in jail.
“Under California law
for the crime which he was
sentenced for, you earn one
day of good time/work time
credit for each day that you
serve,” said Levine. “So everybody [serving] under a
similar statute would serve
one half unless they have
disciplinary problems or
other infractions at the jail,
which [Koetters] did not.”
According to Levine,
the other terms of Koetters’ sentencing—five years
of probation, registration as
a sex offender, prohibition
from teaching in public or
private schools, prohibition
from being alone with a female under 18 who is not his
daughter, and completion
of one year of sex offender
therapy—all still stand.
At the time of Koetters’
release, Levine said he could
not specify what Koetters’
future plans were beyond
reuniting with family and
friends.

of Garcetti’s changes and
other elements attached to
the project, in April of 2016,
the Los Angeles City Council and the mayor cleared the
way for the project to move
forward.
This action caught the attention of not only Jill Stewart—campaign director for
the Neighborhood Integrity Initiative ballot measure,
which calls for a two-year
moratorium on development
requiring more height and
density than allowed—but Fix
the City, a community activist
organization.
Stewart called the project
a “poster child” for her ballot
measure. Fix the City filed suit
in April of 2016 against the city.
In December, Laura Lake
of Fix the City said her organization’s lawsuit was still pending and the litigation process
was ongoing. Developer Hakim confirmed this.
“We’re working through
the requests [Fix the City has]
in wanting us to meet certain expectations, in terms of
wanting us to lower the size of
the project,” said Hakim.

The project—a mixed-use
building with 269 dwelling
units and 7,500 square feet for
commercial use—has a history with the city dating back
to 2009 when the Los Angeles
City Planning Commission
first rejected it.
At that time, plans
called for the construction of a 35-story building
on 8th and South Catalina
streets. The commission
determined that the project
was incompatible with the
Wilshire Community Plan,
which protects single family
and low-density residential
neighborhoods from highdensity development that’s
incompatible with the area’s
scale and character.
In 2014, the developer of
the project, Michael Hakim of
Colony Holdings, re-submitted plans for a scaled-down
27-story building, but it was
once again rejected by the City
Planning Commission.
However, in April of 2015,
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti rejected the commission’s
findings and proposed the approval of a zone change amending the area’s community plan
to accommodate the project.
Although the planning
commission did not approve

Catalina Tower	
The Catalina Tower
project, a proposed 27-story

Los Angeles County
Museum Of Art
The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art (LACMA)
intends to unveil a prelimi-

nary report outlining the environmental impacts of their
proposed new building in late
spring 2017.
Miranda Carroll, a spokesperson for the museum, said
that a Draft Environmental
Impact Report “may be ready”
by that time and will be made
available for public comment.
According to the museum’s website on the project, the proposal features a
368,000 square foot building
designed by architect Peter
Zumthor that will replace four
aging buildings at the museum’s current site and span
across Wilshire Boulevard to
the museum’s Spaulding Avenue parking lot.
In August of 2016, the
project was officially unveiled
to the public in a forum required by the city approval
process.
The museum’s proposal
spurred a 19-page letter of
questions from Jim O’Sullivan
on behalf of the Miracle Mile
Residential Assoc., ranging
from security to lighting impacts to parking.
If all goes to plan, Carroll
said the final environmental
impact report—which will
address public comments received on the draft impact
report should be completed
towards the end of 2017.

Ready. Set. Grow.
OPEN
HOUSE

January 21, 2017
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Stratford School nurtures
the joy of learning in children.
At Stratford, you’ll find a unique school environment
where you child is seen and heard! With Stratford’s
on-going admission, you can enroll your child in a school
that inspires children to become tomorrow’s creative
problem-solvers, innovators, and leaders.

REGISTER NOW for our Open House
StratfordSchools.com/SoCalOH
Los Angeles Melrose

Altadena Allen

1200 N. Cahuenga Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90038
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2046 Allen Avenue
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Art On View in 2017
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist
Each year Los Angeles
offers a fascinating and potentially mind-expanding selection of museum shows, art
fairs and gallery openings and
2017 will be no exception.
To start, save the date for
Sunday, January 29th when 31
Southern California museums
will open their doors free of
charge.
The 12th Annual Museums Free-for-All includes free
admission to the Larchmontclose Los Angeles County
Museum of Art (LACMA),
the La Brea Tar Pits and Page
Museum and the Craft and
Folk Art Museum. Out-of-

[THIRD STREET SCHOOL]

area cultural attractions from
Sunnylands in Rancho Mirage
to the Laguna Art Museum to
the Santa Barbara Museum of
Art are also included.
One of the organizers’
aims is to make visitors aware
of year-round free days at area
cultural institutions.
Free day visitors can catch
up on ongoing exhibitions like
LACMA’s Renaissance and
Reformation: German Art in
the Age of Dürer and Cranach,
now through March 26th.
Rarely displayed outside of Germany, the show
presents some of the greatest
masterpieces of the German

Renaissance.
Two new exhibits will
open at the Hammer Museum
on that day: Dubuffet Drawings, 1935-1962, showcases
approximately one hundred
works on paper from Jean
Dubuffet’s most innovative
years.
And Jimmie Durham: At
the Center of the World will
also be on view, presenting
more than 200 works by the
inventive artist known for his
activism, poetry and sculptural assemblages.
Two January art fairs
showcase contemporary art.
The LA Art Show at the Los
Angeles Convention Center
January 11th to 15th features
exhibitions from 90 contemporary art galleries.

Panels, tours and programs organized with the
Broad, the Museum of Latin
American Art and other art
institutions will be featured
throughout the multi-day art
fair. The opening night premiere party benefits St. Jude’s
Children’s Hospital.
On the same Martin Luther King holiday weekend,
January 12th to 15th, the
international photography
exposition, Photo LA, will
unfold its 26th edition at the
REEF, located on the second
floor of the historic LA Mart
building in downtown Los
Angeles.
Early 19th Century masterworks to contemporary
digital images will be presented. Expect a series of lectures,

[GIRLS ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP ACADEMY]

seminars and programs related
to all things photography; two
photo installations will highlight documentary style work
by LIFE photographer Grey
Villet and Pulitzer prize-winning war photographer Tony
Vaccaro.
And look forward to
September, when the thematically linked Pacific Standard Time: LA/LA initiative
sponsored by The Getty unveils more than three-dozen
exhibitions. The premise:
examining the tie between
Latin American and Latino
art and Los Angeles.
For further information,
visit SoCalMuseums.org/free,
hammer.ucla.edu , laartshow.
com and photola.com

[BRAWERMAN]

Books Instead
of Phones

A Busy Winter of Studies and
Sports at GALA

Biographies and Native American
History

By Tae Yeon Paik, 5th Grade

By Yvenie Joseph, ‘20

By Ella Meital, Teo Langer and Miles Gerber, 3rd grade

In December,
Third
Street School
had
Book
Swap, where
you
trade
books you
have already read for books
other children have read that
you want.
All the books you could
think of were there, scattered
on the tables, from the Percy
Jackson series to the Diary of a
Wimpy Kid series.
Some students gave up in
despair as they watched their
choice of book go away in the
hands of someone else, but as
kindergarteners to 5th graders
left the classroom, they had a
heavenly smile from ear to ear.
Students get new books
on their bookshelf instead of
old ones that they have read
three or four times.
People can now read more
stories of fierce dragons or taciturn queens and kings from a
magical land far, far, far from
where we live.
Teachers are happy that
their students can enjoy books
once again. After book swap,
the class is reading like they
are under the spell of a magical curse.
“I feel happy that my son
can enjoy books. He always
inquires me to give my phone
to him until I get frustrated.
Now, thanks to Book Swap,
he tries to read every chance
he gets,” said one mother of a
student.
Book swap has changed
the way students can enjoy
their time while they are able to
learn. Instead of a phone in each
and every one of the students’
hands, there is a book and always a smile on their faces.

At the Girls
Academic
L e a d e r s h ip
Academy
(GA L A),
JMG Sports
is now offering swimming lessons after
school.
All of the girls of GALA
are going to participate in the
winter dance performance,
titled “’Tis the Season,” the
evenings of December 14th
and 15th.
The leadership class is
planning a movie night and
making scarves for the homeless. The girls will travel in two
groups with adult chaperones
to deliver the scarves.
In 9th grade Biology,
students are learning about
tectonics and how continents
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moved over time.
In Marine Science, students are learning about different types of sharks.
In 9th grade Speech, students are memorizing and
reciting speeches by famous
women.
A female engineer, biologist and environmentalist from the California High
Speed Rail Authority gave a
presentation on their work to
all GALA 6th and 9th graders. The high-speed rail will
connect San Diego to San
Francisco with stops in between. The project will be
completed by 2039.
When students come back
from winter break, they will be
attending a private screening
of a film titled Hidden Figures
about the women of NASA.

Grade 3 has been really
busy this month. For Reading
we just started learning about
biographies, which are books
about the lives of important
people from history. We have
learned about people like
Jackie Robinson, Abraham
Lincoln, and Ezra Jack Keats.
In Social Studies we are
starting to do research about
Native American tribes in
California, like the Chumash,
Tongva, and Navajo tribes.
We research things like which

region they lived in, what they
ate, and what their houses
were like.
One big project we are doing is making our own Native
American village in our class.
Right now we are designing
the flag for our village by selecting three traditional Native American symbols to represent their community and
three symbols we chose ourselves to represent our community.
The Native American
symbols we chose are a broken
arrow for peace, crossed arrows for friendship, and a rattlesnake jaw for strength. Our
class symbols are a bow being
pulled back for courage, people sitting around a campfire
for peace, and holding hands
for community.

PAGE ACADEMY
Celebrating Our 109 th Year

OPEN HOUSE

January 23-27, 2016

9-11am

Free Enrollment Fee

With this coupon. New Students only. Not valid with any other offers. Offer Valid Jan. 21-23,2016

Beverly Hills Campus
323.272.3429
Ages 2 - Grade 6

Hancock Park Campus
323.463.5118
Ages 2 - Grade 8

Accelerative Learning Certified Teachers
Fully Accredited
Computer Science/Fine Arts/Foreign Language
Extended Hours 6:30am to 6:30pm

pageacademyca.com

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Orange County location:
Newport Mesa Campus | 949.642.0411
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Kindergarteners Find Common Ground through Prayer and Pizza

[TURNING POINT]

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

At a lunch that brought together kindergartners of the Islamic and Catholic
faiths, Zainab Hussain (left) of the New Horizon Elementary School enjoyed
playing with St. Brendan School student, Audrey Wolf.

Kindergartners at St.
Brendan School, a Catholic
institution, knew how to greet
their visiting guests at a specially arranged lunch.
“As Salaam Alaikum,”
they said, which means “Peace
be unto you” in Arabic.
Their guests, a combination of kindergartners and first
graders from the Islamic New
Horizon Elementary School,
responded, “Wa Alaikum Salaam,” which means “And
unto you peace.”
This meeting of children
from different faiths was the
idea of kindergarten teacher
Stacy Herman.
“We’re trying to teach
a respect for diversity,” said
Herman. “It’s just part of our
faith.”
Herman said that her
students first began to discuss
diversity as they were preparing to perform a Thanksgiving
play about the pilgrims.
“We discussed how the

pilgrims came here so that they
could pray the way they wanted to,” said Herman. “That led
us to talk about having respect
for people who pray differently
and different religions, such as
Judaism and Islam.”
Herman said those discussions—and an Amazon
commercial that depicted a
friendship between a priest
and an imam—inspired her
to come up with the idea of an
interfaith lunch.
In a complete coincidence, Herman called Jolanda
Hussain, the principal of New
Horizon Elementary School,
which is housed on the campus of the Islamic Center of
Southern California on Vermont Avenue on the eastern
outskirts of Wilshire Center—November
28th—the
same day the Center hosted a
press conference where law enforcement officials announced
next steps in an investigation
of threatening letters sent to

[IMMACULATE HEART]

various California mosques.
Hussein, said that after attending the press conference,
she walked past members of
the Los Angeles Police Dept.
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation to return to her office.
“And there was the message from St. Brendan’s,” said
Hussain.
Hussain said that before
Herman could even finish explaining her idea for the lunch,
Hussain interrupted and said,
“Yes.”
On December 7th, Hussain’s students came to St.
Brendan’s for an hour or so of
prayer, pizza and playtime.
Under the guidance of
their teachers and a group
of parent volunteers, the St.
Brendan’s students recited a
prayer expressing gratitude
for their food, which was followed by a similar prayer by
the children from New Horizon.
Pamela Wright, a St. Brendan’s parent and also the head
of community outreach at
Marlborough School, said she
thought the lunch was a great
introductory event to instill
the importance of community
service and understanding issues.
“It starts with moments
like this,” she said.
Melissa Wolf, another St.
Brendan’s parent, said the reaction to Herman’s suggestion
of an interfaith lunch got an
immediate response.

“The parents were all
thrilled with the idea when
[she] posted it on Facebook,
said Wolf. “It was an incredibly positive response.”
Sister Maureen O’Connor,
principal of St. Brendan’s said
that not only was she enthusiastic about the idea, but so
was Monsignor Terry Fleming
of St. Brendan Church.
“It’s important to reach
out,” said O’Connor.
Although Herman said
her students are not really
aware of the threats against
Islam in this country, Hussain
said that, although indirectly,
her students are.
This fall, when an Agoura
Hills man made death threats
to those at the Islamic Center,
there was a police presence on
campus.
“They see the police,” said
Hussain. “We told them there
was a bad guy who said mean
things. We deal with negativity, but we don’t talk about
politics.”
All involved with the December event said they would
like to see future get-togethers
between the schools—perhaps
including older grades.
“This is one of my goals
as principal, to do more outreach,” Hussain said.
Looking over the scene of
the children eating, chatting
and playing with Play-Doh,
Hussain became reflective.
“This will stay with them
their whole lives,” she said.
“We’re all the same.”

Fun Student
Activities
By Jack Beiley, 7th grade
Before Thanksgiving Break,
Turning Point students had
the opportunity to participate
in
the beloved
tradition
of “Grandfriends’ Day”
where students get to spend
the entire day at school with
their grandparents, having
lunch and enjoying school activities. It is always a great way
to start a holiday weekend that
is all about spending time with
family and friends.
After the break, 7th grade
was asked to do reciprocal
reading with 2nd grade students. Reciprocal reading is an
event that gives both the older
and younger students a chance
to bond with one another as
well as read books. The older
students pick out a book from
the school library to read the
younger students.
The 6th graders spent the
entire first trimester preparing
for the annual choral concert.
This year the concert was all
about breaking down boundaries and defying stereotypes.
They showed just how people
did that through America’s
favorite pastime, the game of
baseball. The show, directed
by the talented Ms. McEneaney, Turning Point’s Performing Arts teacher, was a
smashing success.

IMMACULATE HEART
For Girls Grades 6-12

Work, Eat, Rest, Repeat
By Lauren Berger, ’18
As a challenging first
semester
draws to completion, students
of Immaculate Heart anticipate the result of months of
academic diligence. In the
back of every IH Panda’s mind
looms one formidable force:
finals.
Unique to Immaculate
Heart, IHHS students take
their semester exams upon returning from Winter Break,
allowing teachers more flexibility in delivering lessons and
(ideally) lessening any cramming by students.
After mastering finals,
students will gain another
deserved respite from instruction. Replenished, students
will resume classes on the
24th of January, ready to take
on yet another semester full of
challenges and triumphs.
Meanwhile, some IH ju-

Page 14 SCHOOL NEWS

niors will return to classes a
few days later as they spend a
week in Washington, D.C. to
experience the Close Up program, which aims to educate
young people on their democratic rights and civil responsibilities. The IH trip features
visits to the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Mount
Vernon, the Capitol, and the
Supreme Court. Students will
also have an opportunity to
meet their peers from high
schools across the country.
January is also an important month for Immaculate
Heart’s admission efforts.
The Middle School’s entrance
exam will take place Saturday,
January 14th. A week later,
the High School will have its
entrance exam Saturday, January 21st. Check the school’s
website or contact Immaculate
Heart’s admissions department for more information.

“Educating the Hearts & Minds of Young Women Since 1906”
Now Accepting Applications!
Available Shadow Days
through March 2017
Check IH website for select dates
Middle School Entrance Exam
Saturday, January 14, 2017 at 8:30 a.m.
High School Entrance Exam for Admission & Merit Scholarships
Saturday, January 21, 2017 at 8:30 a.m.
5515 Franklin Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90028 ♥ (323) 461-3651 ♥ www.immaculateheart.org
www.larchmontledgerla.com
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funding, reports indicate the
city stands to lose approximately $500 million a year.
Schwartz said that loss
would be difficult for Los
Angeles, with “an already
stretched very thin” budget.
“We have major problems in a host of areas from
the streets, to the parks, to the
homeless,” said Schwartz. “We
need more police and have a
ton of unmet demands on infrastructure, so a $500 million
[annual] hit would be huge.”
The city has also been expecting hundreds of millions of
federal dollars earmarked to rehabilitate the Los Angeles River.
But Schwartz said it’s a
moot point.
“This is where the mayor
has kind of misled people,”
he said. “Yes, he got the Feds
to agree to it, but we have
to come up with 75% of the
money [for the project.] And
obviously, he has no plan for
that so nothing’s happening
with the Los Angeles River
than what happens through
state or local [measures].”
Multiple attempts to interview Garcetti through his
campaign were unsuccessful.
Schwartz said if he were
elected, and Trump does block
federal funding to Los Angeles, he would look for allies at

every level of government to
fight back.
“The first step would be
to work with other leaders
throughout California, including Republicans, [particularly]
high-ranking ones like Kevin
McCarthy [Majority Leader of
the U.S. House of Representatives],” said Schwartz. “The
Conference of Mayors, I’m sure,
would also take it up.”
Schwartz said that although California has more at
stake than many other states
due to its large undocumented
population, it also has more
leverage.
“We in California give
more money to the Feds than
we get back,” he said.
According to the California Dept. of Finance, California receives nearly $96 billion
a year from the Federal government. However, numbers
for how much California pays
to the federal government were
not readily available.
In addition, after this interview was conducted, the
creation of a $10 million legal
defense fund for undocumented immigrants in L.A. County was announced. The funds
will come from Los Angeles
County, the City of Los Angeles and private foundations.
According to the Los Angeles City Clerk Office, other

candidates that have qualified
for the March ballot by reaching a threshold of received signatures are: YJ Draiman, David

Hernandez, Eric Preven, Paul
Amori, Diane Harman, Dennis Richter, Frantz Pierre, Yuval
Kremer and David Saltzburg.

The primary election is
March 7, 2017, and the general
election is scheduled for May
16, 2017.

French-English
bilingual curriculum
from preschool
through 12th grade
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Now enrolling
preschool
at Los Feliz!
www.internationalschool.la
or text BOOKTOUR to 31996
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The Rental Girl doesn’t want a new you in 2017,
we like you just the way you are! But, we do
want you to know that there’s a world of
amazing real estate opportunities out there and
we can help you make 2017 the Year of Yes!

Having reservations, but want to buy your first home?
Yes, you can! And The Rental Girl Sales Division can help.
Have a vacant unit and are tired of looking for the diamond Renter
in the rough? Yes, they do exist! And The Rental Girl Leasing Division
can help you find your gem.
Lost for ideas on how to make your house this year’s party
destination? Yes, we have great renovation vendors in your
‘hood that can get you ready in no time.

The Rental Girl is here for you in 2017 to make sure
you’re putting your best yes forward!
LINDSAY VICTORY, Leasing
( MOBILE )

310.694.7577 | BRE#01970611

JASMINE WARD, Leasing
( MOBILE )

323.470.4635 | BRE#02005995

Silver Lake & Echo Park

Los Feliz & Atwater Village

CRISTINA BROW, Sales

MONA GHOSSEIN, Sales

( MOBILE )

818.632.5400 | BRE#01964062

Silver Lake & Echo Park

( MOBILE )

323.306.0521 | BRE#01342592

Los Feliz & Hollywood

CAL L 32 3 . 275.9273 C LIC K THERENTALGIRL.COM OR COME BY
TODAY 1822 HILLHURST AVE. LO S ANGELES, CA 9 0027

