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Presidential
Election Locally
by the Numbers

Miracle Mile
HPOZ Set
for Planning
Commission

By Allison B. Cohen
During the November
presidential election, Los Angeles City Council District 4
(CD4) had a voter turnout of
47%, which bested Los Angeles County’s turnout of 42%,
according to an analysis by the
Los Feliz Ledger.
“It is no surprise that many
of the CD4 neighborhoods outperformed L.A. County voter
turnout,” said Los Angeles City
Councilmember David Ryu.
“The communities I represent
are highly engaged and value
expressing their opinion at the
ballot box. But the election is
over and now we must move
forward together so we can
build a stronger future for every
see ELECTION page 10

By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer

SKATE A FIGURE EIGHT—Now in its 19th season, Pershing Square has been transformed once again with its annual
holiday ice rink and is open daily, including holidays, through January 16, 2017. General admission is $9 and figure and
hockey skates for rental are $4. Special events this season include the DJ Spotlight Series, Polar Bear Skate, Learn to Curl
and a first-ever Silent Night Skate Party. Information and tickets: holidayicerinkdowntownla.com or (213) 624-4289. 532
South Olive Street, Metro (Pershing Square stop). Pictured is the California Gold Synchronized Skating Team on the rink’s
opening day this season November 10th. Photo: Holiday Ice Rink Pershing Square presented by Bai.

[people in my neighborhood]

Once A Toy Drive, But Now So Much More
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
Windsor Square resident
Oston Jemba Madengue is a
very busy man.
Along with his college
studies and a part-time job, he
is the president and founder
of Jemba Against Violence, an
organization that over the last
nine years has collected toys
for families affected by domestic violence.
The seed for his organization was planted back when
Madengue was a 5th grader at
St. James’ Episcopal School.
At the time, his mother
Colette Amin—who is currently an alternate on the
board of the Greater Wilshire
Neighborhood Council—was
part of a parents association
that collected toys for the Jenesse Center, a domestic violence shelter in South Los Angeles. The association collected
about 100 toys that year.
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Oston Jemba Madengue (left) holds
his Recognition Certificate with Olivia Rodriguez, the Executive Director
of the Los Angeles County Domestic
Violence Council.

“The next year, I decided
to take it upon myself,” said
Madengue, who is now 20.
“I let every class know and
handed out flyers and got my

Shopping Guide:
Discover treasures at local stores,
page 5

friends involved. That year,
we collected 500 or 600 toys.”
Madengue took what he
learned from that sixth grade
effort in 2007 and brought it
with him when he enrolled
at Oakwood School. Working with the community service department at Oakwood,
he placed collection boxes in
both the upper and lower divisions of the school.
“The lower school provided
three or four cars of toys,” said
Madengue. It was amazing.”
As the years went by,
Madengue expanded his
organization by asking local businesses to carry his
collection boxes, by getting
Nederlander Concerts to
make donations and by adding Project Peacemakers—a
group that offers support services to victims of domestic
see DRIVE page 9

Restaurant Review:
Local Eateries make Jonathan
Gold’s Best of List, page 11

MIRACLE MILE—After receiving input from both sides,
the department responsible
for the oversight of the city’s
historic neighborhoods and
resources is currently working on revised guidelines for a
possible Historic Preservation
Overlay Zone (HPOZ) for the
Miracle Mile Neighborhood
which has, thus far, put those
for and against the designation
at loggerheads.
The issue will be re-considered by the City Planning
Commission December 8th.
Although guidelines vary
by neighborhood, an HPOZ
see HPOZ page 10

Oxford Square Residents
Wary of Proposed Crenshaw
Art Center
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

If built, the proposed E.K. Art Gallery and Learning Center will be a five story
building in a neighborhood populated with predominately one to two story
structures. Photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Dept. of City Planning.

MID-CITY—A proposal for an
Oxford Square-adjacent new
art center that would exceed
the area’s height limits has local
residents concerned about overflow parking and event noise,
but most of all their views.
The E.K. Art Gallery and
Learning Center, proposed

Keen to be Green:
Time to fight for the environment,
page 11

for 1125 S. Crenshaw Blvd.
would have various heights,
the highest at five stories. The
surrounding area, both commercial and residential, is predominately made up of one to
two story buildings.
The art center, which is
see GALLERY page 8

Senior Moments:
The danger of falls for older adults,
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Larchmont Babysitting Co-Op. Allison has two grown
sons who, after graduating from Loyola High School, now
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Ledger family in March 2015. Previously, she worked as a freelancer, writing for
FLOOD Magazine and copy-editing for
Rare Bird Books, J. Ryan Stradal, and
826LA. In college, she was managing
editor of her school paper, the Union
Weekly. A native Angeleno, Erin enjoys window-shopping
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SHEILA LANE Sheila has been with the
Larchmont Ledger since February 2015.
Prior to that she was a writer for an internet news program, a contributing writer
to a series of books on Hollywood legends and a development executive for
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the Hallmark Hall of Fame. Sheila’s connection to the
Larchmont community stems from years of involvement
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LIBBY BUTLER-GLUCK is the Advertising Manager, overseeing ad sales, client
relations and management of accounts.
She resides in Los Feliz with her husband, David and daughter, Georgi. Libby’s favorite pastime is knitting (she’s
quite good at it), she loves Korean BBQ
and when asked what her favorite color is, she says she is
currently “obsessed with pastels.”
TIFFANY SIMS has been the graphic designer for the Ledger newspapers since
2007. She has a BFA in Graphic Design
from UCLA. While she currently lives
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The Repaving of Our Concrete
Streets is Beginning
The work on repaving our concrete streets with concrete, not
asphalt, began on October 24th. The LA Department of Public
Works repaved, in concrete, the section of 4th Street from Highland
Avenue to McCadden Place. This is just the first step in repairing
our failing concrete streets.
The Association thanks everyone who attended our annual
meeting at 3rd Street School. We also thank the staff at 3rd Street,
including their new principal Daniel Kim, and Patricia Alexander, the
Association’s Schools Committee co-chair for making the auditorium
available and getting everything setup. Security Committee chair
Peter Gorelick introduced three LAPD officers: our Senior Lead
Office, Dave Cordova; Sgt. Cleon Joseph the Supervisor of the
Wilshire Division Senior Lead Officers; and Captain Rolando
Solano, the head of the Wilshire Division. They explained how the
LAPD responds to crime, apprehends criminals and keeps us safe.
The Council Office deputy Sarah Dusseault gave an update on the
projects active in Hancock Park including the repaving of the concrete
streets. Jill Stewart the campaign director for the Neighborhood
Integrity Initiative, discussed the City’s lack of updated general and
community plans which has resulted in ‘spot zoning’. This is where
the city changes the zoning of a particular property to accommodate
the plans of a developer. Her organization’s initiative, which would
prohibit such actions, will be on the March ballot.

Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council
Outreach Committee
December 3rd at 9 a.m.
403 N Larchmont Blvd.
Transportation Committee
December 5th at 7 p.m.
250 S Rossmore Ave.
Sustainability Committee
December 13th at 6:30 p.m.
Location TBD
Governing Board
December 14th at 7 p.m.
743 S Lucerne Blvd.
Land Use Committee
December 27th at 6:30 p.m.
4350 Wilshire Blvd.

Mid City West
Community Council
Board of Directors
December 13th at 6:30 p.m.
543 N Fairfax Ave.
Planning and Land Use
Committee
December 20th at 6:30 p.m.
543 N Fairfax Ave.
Olympic Park
Neighborhood Council
Governing Board
December 5th at 7 p.m.
1102 Crenshaw Boulevard

Don’t forget to keep you and your family safe by locking your house,
car and activate your house alarm if you have one. Contact Officer
Dave Cordova if you are a victim of a crime and Dave can take
a crime report. Call his cell phone, 213-793-0650 or send him
an email, HYPERLINK “mailto:31646@lapd.lacity.org” 31646@
lapd.lacity.org with all the information, including your name and
telephone number.
Join a committee and be an active member of the Hancock
Park Community. The Association’s website is: www.
hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org. The HPOZ Preservation
Plan www.preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park regulates
our HPOZ. Contact our City Planner, Renata Dragland (renata.
dragland@lacity.org), and use the online form (http://preservation.
lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.checklist) if you plan on making
changes to the exterior of your house. Report graffiti sightings by
calling 311 or at the City’s Anti-Graffiti Request System - http://bit.
ly/1cOXua8 and by calling Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180.

C U S TO M
MOSAIC
DESIGN

Italian Flair • Unique Materials • Ancient Methods

PIECES OF SOUL. ART FROM THE HEART.

Felicia Funderburk
Page 2

CREATING INSPIRED SPACES THAT MEET
ALL OF YOUR INTERIOR DESIGN NEEDS.

Studied at The Orsoni Scuola Mosaici in Venice, Italy
and The Scoula Arte del Mosaico in Ravenna, Italy

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Complimentary Phone Consultation
FRAGMENTS MOSAIC STUDIO
www.fragmentsmosaic.com • 310-916-6673
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President-Elect Trump Reactions:
Hypocrisy, Depression,
Reflection & Hope
By Michael Darling , Ledger Contributing Writer
The United States is reeling from a divisive presidential election. How are you reacting to the election of Donald Trump and
what are your hopes and/or fears for the future?
“I think there’s a
lot of hypocrisy
because 46% of
the
country
didn’t vote and
now they’re protesting. Hopefully [Trump’s]
foreign policy isn’t terrible, but
he’s a business man so I think
he’ll be good for the economy.
I’m not a Trump supporter, but
I’ll give him a chance.” – Morgan D., outside Diptyque
“I’m incredibly
depressed by
the result and
have no idea
what’s going to
happen.”
–Nancy H., outside
Bluemercury
“I’ve decided
to take an absolute
total
break from any
news on social
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media. I’ve decided to get
back in touch with my own
values. I’m trying to figure
out what good I can do in
this horrible moment.”
– Peter K., outside Hardwear
“I’m
disappointed,
but
not fully surprised. I hope
he’ll do well, if
only for the
sake of the country.”
– Miariam G., outside
Larchmont Barbershop
“I think the
Democratic
Party lost because there was
too much facing Clinton…
Bernie Sanders was the clear
popular winner, but they
rigged the primary.”
– Michael H., outside
Landis General Store

Hearing Set for Suspect in Wilshire Country
Club Murder
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
HANCOCK PARK— A court
date has been set for the suspect in the murder of an employee at the Wilshire Country Club.
Erick Antonio Hernandez, 29, is currently in custody
with bail set at $2 million and is
scheduled to appear in Los Angeles Municipal Court December 19th, according to sources at
Los Angeles County Jail.
Hernandez is being held

in connection with the murder
of Emmanuel Bravo, 28. Both
men were kitchen employees
at the Wilshire Country Club
on Rossmore Avenue.
According to Officer
Aareon Jefferson of the Los
Angeles Police Dept., police
officers responded to a call
from the club on the night
of October 20th. When officers arrived on the scene, fire
department paramedics were

treating Bravo for an apparent
stab wound.
Bravo was transported to
a local hospital where he was
pronounced dead.
Hernandez fled the scene
on foot, Jefferson said.
According to sources at
Los Angeles County Jail, Hernandez was arrested on October 21st and is being held
at the North County Correctional Facility in Castaic.

Neighborhood Council to Offer Grants
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
MID-WILSHIRE—T h a n k s
to a recent infusion of funding from the city, the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood
Council (GWNC) will offer
grants to local non-profit organizations that seek to improve
the community.
In October, the Los Angeles City Council approved
an increase of $5,000 each to
the ninety some neighborhood
councils spread throughout
the city. The initial allocation to neighborhood councils
for fiscal year 2016-2017 was

www.larchmontledgerla.com

$37,000.
However, it was raised
to $42,000 to match the
amount given to councils in
fiscal year 2015-2016. In both
years, funding was found by
moving money from unappropriated funds in the city’s
budget. The city’s fiscal year
begins on July 1st.
According to Julie Stromberg, a board member of
GWNC, those funds will likely be received in January 2017,
but may be split into two payments in January and April.

At the GWNC’s November 9th meeting, the council
approved Stromberg’s motion
to put $2,000 of the surplus
toward Neighborhood Purpose Grants.
No grants were awarded
last year, according to Stromberg, as the council had to
finance an election but in the
past, grants have gone to comsee GRANTS page 8

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Ryu Takes Extra Steps to
Curb Coyotes

Street Need Repairing? Let the GWNC Know By Dec. 5

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

The Los Angeles Bureau
of Street Services has scheduled a truck to come to the
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council District to perform small asphalt repairs on
December 14th.
Residents who live within
the boundaries of the Greater
Wilshire area—roughly Melrose Avenue to the north,
Western Avenue to the east,
Olympic Boulevard to the
south and La Brea Avenue to
the west—are asked to submit
their requests for repairs to the
transportation committee of
the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council though their
website.
According to Julie Stromberg, chair of the transportation committee, nominations

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

Councilmember Ryu’s motion addresses the uneasy coexistence of humans and
coyotes in the urban landscape of Los Angeles.

The Los Angeles City
Council approved a motion by
Councilmember David Ryu
to explore more options to address public safety concerns
regarding coyote sightings.
In a motion adopted November 2nd, Ryu stated that
continued human encroachment into space once the home
of coyotes has pushed the animals into neighborhoods in
search of food and water.
“It is crucial to identify so-

deployment of wildlife-proof
trash containers.
In addition, Ryu’s motion
addresses the enforcement of
an existing city ordinance that
prohibits the feeding of coyotes and “other non-domesticated mammalian predators.”
According to the Animal Services report, citations
for such range from $100 to
$1,000 per violation per day.
The report additionally recommended that other city depart-

“

“It is crucial to identify solutions
to co-exist,” Ryu wrote in his motion,
“so we can ultimately prioritize
the public safety for both wildlife
and humans.”

lutions to co-exist,” Ryu wrote
in his motion, “so we can ultimately prioritize the public
safety for both wildlife and
humans.”
The motion comes on the
heels of a report recently submitted to the city by the Dept.
of Animal Services outlining
its policy toward coyote management. That policy stresses
the need to educate the public
on how to deter coyotes—by
keeping pet food indoors, for
example—and calls for preventative measures like wildlife-proof trash containers.
Ryu commended the efforts of the department, but
stated in his motion that as
residents continue to report
frequent coyote sightings and
incidents, “those efforts must
be supplemented with increased enforcement and prevention efforts.”
Ryu’s motion takes Animal’s Services recommendation for trash containers and
turns it into specific action,
directing the Bureau of Sanitation to work with Animal
Services to research the options and costs of a citywide
Page 4
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”

ments such as the Los Angeles
Police Dept. and park rangers
should have the authority to
issue such citations.
Ryu’s motion calls for
an update on the current enforcement of this law, other
enforcement options and a description of the successes and
limitations of current law.
Finally, Ryu asked Animal Services to explore the options of installing temporary
and permanent signs throughout the city that would alert
and educate the public about
coyotes.
Brenda Barnette, General
Manager of Animals Services,
welcomed Ryu’s motion.
“I feel that [Ryu] did an
excellent job in his motion
identifying the real needs:
wildlife-proof trash cans,
signage and education,” said
Barnette. “I definitely concur
that we need wildlife-proof
trash cans in our parks and
picnic areas where the left
behind food and food containers is a source of food for
wildlife and gives [coyotes] a
good reason to live closer to
people.”

for repairs should include the

be made to every location sug-

The pothole pictured above, near the corner of Cahuenga Boulevard and Rosewood Avenue, could be a candidate for a visit from the small asphalt repairs
truck coming to the Greater Wilshire area.

name of the resident, the location of the needed repair—
with the closest address—a
brief description of the problem and a photograph.
Although there is no promise or guarantee that repairs will

gested, the goal is that eight to
ten repairs will be made.
All nominations for repairs
should be sent by Monday,
December 5th to transportation@greaterwilshire.org

Healing Hands Wellness Center
Massage Therapy

Acupuncture

Chiropractic

It’s that time of year again, when you are
thankful for everything merry and bright.
May this holiday season be a delight.
Give the gift of relaxation this holiday.
Holiday gift certiﬁcate deals are happening now!
!
Gift certiﬁcates can be purchased online or in-store. !

	


414 N. Larchmont Blvd
323-461-7876
www.healinghandswc.com

Follow us @hlnghands

if the grass is always greener,

you’re doing
itwishes
wrong.
the drop
they
water your
yardall
twice
could
be

a week
max.
landscapes.
California - friendly
trade in your lawn

for a beautiful

california-friendly garden

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Holiday Gift Guide
By Allison B. Cohen
Purchasing
Christmas
and Hanukkah gifts may be
easy online, but nothing beats
the emotional experience of
actually finding the perfect
something, often by accident,
while window-shopping. I did
just that recently and here are
some of the favorite things I
found on Larchmont Boulevard between 1st Street and
Beverly Boulevard.
LF
This place is packed with
clothing, lots of denim and
is always well ahead of the
fashion curve. “We are a
favorite of the Coachella
crowd,” said Store Manager
Talia Weldon. According
to Weldon, what’s hot this
year are LF’s one-of-a-kind
vintage camouflage shirts
that have been feminized with
black lace, $120. Also, check
out their studded and rose
appliqued jeans ($468) and
LF’s velvet bralettes ($35 to
$40) intended to be seen.
120 N. Larchmont Blvd.
(323) 465-1000
Village Heights
No one else on Larchmont
Boulevard has S’well stainless
steel water bottles that keep
drinks cold for 24 hours or
hot for 12. In three sizes, 9,
17 and 25 ounces, the larger
variety will keep a bottle of
champagne cold for New
Year’s Eve and well into
the morning ($25, $35 and
$45). Also not to be missed
are leather and felt totes,
handbags and satchels,
handmade and stitched in Los
Angeles by Graf and Lantz,
local designers with roots,
respectively, from Germany
and Japan ($225 to $400).
122 ½ Larchmont Blvd.
(323) 463-9410
Sage
Bohemian jewelry, candles,
throw pillows and more,
but of special note are
owner Sage Machado’s
perfumes and her step-bystep process of picking the
perfect perfume. Sage has
created and categorized 20
scents under “floral,” “fresh,”
“subtle,” “earthy,” “fruity,”
and “marine,” and each
was designed to remind the
wearer of a favorite memory
or a scent that brings joy. It’s
a fun process: think buying
a fine wine, identifying top,
middle and base notes.
My own scent apparently
is “Amber,” inspired by my
October birthday, with its
“succulent blood orange top
note” (the first scent you
smell). Fragrances come in
roll on oils (last longer) or in
eau de toilette varieties, and
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in some cases are named and
inspired by gemstones. Roll on
oils start at $35.
128 ½ Larchmont Blvd.
(323) 496-3535
CH Boutique
Previously Collector’s
Haven, new owners have
retained the store’s ceramic
miniature collectibles from
Massachusetts-based “Wee
Forest Folk” and San Dimasbased “Hagen-Renaker” as
well as its fanciful winter
scene display of moving,
musical carousels (small:
$157/large: $397) and an ice
skating rink. But look closer:
there’s so much more to
this European/International
boutique, like Italian women’s
clothing, jewelry from Israel,
scarves from India and more.
I loved the store’s Russian
pendants ($57 each), which
can be worn or displayed
and a Chagall inspired
“Hoopa Box” ($157) which
is no longer being made.
Also, the store has beautiful
menorahs, handcrafted in
Israel. Customer service is
exemplary. Each hand sourced
item has its own story, and
owner Dalia Esra is there to
explain.
130 N Larchmont Blvd.
(323) 467-3755
Landis Labyrinth
Landis’s Classic Toy Shop
(ages 3 and up) and Early Years
(birth to 3) are where to go
to find those old-fashioned
games you remember as a kid
and want to relive again with
your own children: like Slinky,
Magic 8-Ball, Tiddlywinks,
Ant Farm and Lite Brite. But
according to shopkeeper
Ioana Slaniceanu, the most
sought after toy this season
are the plush “Feisty Pets,”
which, when squeezed on the
back of their heads, “go from
cute to feisty” ($22.95). The
store also has a kid-sized 37key mahogany grand piano
and bench for $415.95.

stores in the U.S., including
Georgetown, Cambridge
Harvard Square and is right
here on Larchmont Boulevard.
When I inquired about a hat
for my son, the sales person
asked first if he could see a
photo of him on my phone
so he could see which style
was best suited for his face.
He then recommended
a 100% Wool Knox UK
Low Profile Ivy Flatcap in
charcoal with blue striping.
Perfect. The salesperson
was, coincidentally enough,
Windsor Square resident
Oston Jemba Madengue,
whom we feature on our front
page this month. Make sure

to visit Goorin Bros., not
just for the great hats and
customer service (sometimes
shots of Whiskey are served),
but to donate a toy to
Madengue’s “Jemba Against
Violence,” project. Meeting
this wonderful young man
truly made my day.
141 ½ N. Larchmont Blvd.
(323) 463-2006

Pictured (top to bottom):
Sage Perfumes, Landis
Classic Toy Shop, Flicka

Landis’ Labyrinth and Landis General Store
Help you Upgrade Your Gifting Game!
Don’t miss the “Charity and Cheer” Holiday Shopping Party

The friendly Santa’s Helpers at Landis’ Labyrinth
Toy Shops and Landis General Store are inviting
everyone for an evening of Holiday Shopping,
Community Celebration and Good Deeds.
The cheerful event will take place Tuesday,
December 6th, 4 pm-7:30 pm and it is free to
attend.
With an exceptional selection of holiday gifts for
age 0-101, the three cozy shops in Larchmont
Village (140-144 N Larchmont Blvd) will welcome
everyone with unique present ideas, refreshments
and snacks, a free Holiday Crafting Event* for
children, a Holiday Raffle and loyalty cards offering
20% off.

The latest Lego sets, the famous Feisty Pets,
Pokemon cards, irresistible plush, Star Wars
toys are just a few of the attractions at Landis’
Labyrinth, while Landis General Store pampers its
visitors with jewelry, locally sourced home decor,
Holiday ornaments and many more.
Devoney Wolfus, the dedicated owner of the three
shops: “We are so grateful for being in the business
of bringing joy to customers... This time of the
year we want to spread the joy even more: 30% of
the profit made during the Shopping Party will
be donated to Alexandria House, our long time
charity partner.”
* RSVP for the Crafting Event not required but recommended.
RSVP at hello@landislabyrinth.com

ADVERTORIAL

140 & 144 N. Larchmont Blvd.
Classic: (323) 465-7998 and Early
Years: (323) 798-4334
Flicka
When my two sons were
young, I bought all their PJs
here and the store still stocks
a nice variety of jammies as
well as fashionable dressup or casual items for the
younger set, like t-shirts
with an attitude (think “Bye
Felicia,” and with images we
all know and love: Prince and
Farah Fawcett).
204 N. Larchmont Blvd.
(323) 466-5822
Goorin Bros.
This brand has been making
hats since 1895 and now
has 36 neighborhood

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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[THEATER REVIEW]

Mom’s Dead— A Tale of Family Dysfunction
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic
Mom’s Dead is a family
drama that teems with hostility and angst. We first meet the
Thompson family at Mom’s
funeral. The mourners include
Arthur, father of the clan
(Mark Costello); John, the son
who can’t hold a job (Taylor
Marr); Alice, John’s bossy older sister (Jessica Sherman) and
her wimpy husband (Richard
McDonald); Gary, their bored
teenage son (Cameron Kasal)
and Laura, the youngest selfmedicating daughter who
pops pills and constantly sips
booze from her flask (Halle
Carlton).
The only person missing is
oldest son Mike (Eric Giancoli),
a seemingly successful businessman and the only sibling that
brings his father pride.
As Mom’s favorite hymn,
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
plays in the background, the

family members throw gibes
at each other.
Back home, John drops
a bombshell when he tells
his siblings that he saw their
father push Mom down the
stairs, causing her death. As
family members snipe at one
another and try to cope with
their demons, the tension is
palpable.
At one point a family
member warns, “You can destroy your family, but you take
its secrets to your grave.”
The family’s toxic malfunction is brutal and at times
humorous as the siblings try to
reconcile their bitter relationships with an idealized vision
of family life.
“We’ve known each other
all our lives,” says one family
member. “In a year we will be
strangers.”
Mom, it seems, was the

glue that held this family together.
The actors, ably directed
by Alicia Conway Rock, bring
the characters to life. I particularly enjoyed Halle Carlton’s
interpretation of the younger
sister Laura and Eric Giancoli’s portrayal of the presumably successful Mike whose
unraveling in the second act
combines tragedy with humor.
Mom’s Dead is a play that
will resonate with those who
enjoyed Tracy Letts’ Pulitzer
Prize-winning play August:
Osage County.
Although playwright Nathan Wellman effectively delineates his characters, I was
left wondering how the seemingly self-sacrificing Mom
contributed to her children’s
self-hatred.
She is the invisible character whose presence is never far

Arthur (Mark Costello) spanks his son John (Taylor Marr) in anger in the Sacred
Fools’ production of Mom’s Dead.

from the action, but her complexity is never explained.
Although the play has its
humorous moments, it is ultimately a tragedy. Even in the
second act, three years later
at Christmas, the characters
haven’t evolved in their relationships. I left the theater
feeling depressed.
Sacred Fools is celebrating
its 20th season as a repertory
company of professional actors whose mission is the development of new plays, which

challenge traditional expectations and enlighten the human experience.
Mom’s Dead, Sacred Fools
Theater Black Box Space,
6322 Santa Monica Boulevard, through December
10th. Fridays, Saturdays
at 8 p.m.; Thursdays,
December 1st and 8th at
8 p.m. Tickets $20 online
at sacredfools.com. Arrive
early, as street parking can
be difficult at this venue.

[out & about]

Holiday Happenings
Compiled by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
Downtown On Ice Pershing
Square’s annual ice-skating rink
returns. This year, special events
include DJ spotlight nights,
curling demonstrations and
a New Year’s Day bathing suit
only polar bear skate. Tickets
are $9 for an hour long session;
skate rentals are $4. Pershing
Square, through January 16th,
2016. 532 S Olive St. Information:
holidaayicerinkdowntownla.com
L.A. Zoo Lights The Zoo’s winter
light spectacular returns with
LED lights, lasers, 3D projections
and water and light effects
synchronized to music spread
around the zoo. In addition to the
lights, you can see real reindeer,
take your photo with Santa Claus
and enjoy a nice cup of hot cocoa.
Tickets start at $10. Los Angeles
Zoo, through Sun. January 8th.
5337 Zoo Dr. Information: (323)
644-4200, lazoolights.org
Supper With Santa For the 14th
consecutive year, the Ebell invites
you to join Santa and Mrs. Claus

Special New Years Resolution Guide
$15/column inch (lowest price ever!)
1/8 page - $150
1/2 page - $600
1/4 page - $300
full page - $1200

Will Ferrell in Elf. Photo courtesy: New Line Cinema.

for a gourmet holiday buffet.
This year, the event will also
feature holiday crafts and cards,
a photo booth, balloon animals
and a performance by the Bob
Baker Marionettes. Tickets: $45
for adults; $20 for children 2
to 12. The Ebell of Los Angeles,
Fri. December 2nd, 5 p.m. 743
S. Lucerne Blvd. Information:

ebelleventtickets.com

*ask about color fee

Festival Of Carols The Los
Angeles Master Chorale
kicks off the season with
a selection of carols. You’ll
hear traditional favorites like
“Winter Wonderland” and

see HAPPENINGS page 13

Advertising Space Deadline: December 12, 2016
Larchmont Delivers: December 27, 2016

CONTACT
Libby Butler-Gluck at libby@larchmontledgerla.com
or (323) 644-5536 for ad rates!

metro.net/bif

Metro’s Business Interruption Fund
is here to help.
The BIF Program provides financial assistance to qualifying small “mom
and pop” businesses located along Phase 1 of the Purple Line Extension
that are directly impacted by transit rail construction. Metro’s BIF is
administered as a pilot program in partnership with Pacific Coast Regional
Small Business Development Corporation (PCR).
To apply, contact Angela Winston, Program Manager at 213.739.2999 ext. 223,
or visit pcrcorp.org. For more information about Metro’s Business Interruption
Fund, visit metro.net/bif.

BUSINESSES OPEN
17-0894jp ©lacmta 2016
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[real estate]

[HOUSE & HOLMES]

Gone Buggy

Median Prices Up Everywhere
For Homes and Condos

By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

By Allison B. Cohen
According to the California Assoc. of Realtors (CAR),
the median price paid in October 2016 for a Los Angeles area home was $533,370,
down 2.5% from September
2016 but up 4.7% year over
year.
Additionally, CAR reported Los Angeles is currently experiencing a median
time-on-market of 35 days, 10
days fewer than the market experienced in October 2015.
Only homes sold in San
Diego sold faster in October
than those locally, according
to CAR. In that region, the
median time a home was on
the market was 24 days.
Ventura, conversely, had
homes on the market than any
other Southern California re-

gion at 58 days.
Locally, 36 homes sold
in the Ledger’s coverage area,
which includes the Hancock
Park, Larchmont Village,
Wilshire/La Brea, Windsor
Square and Oxford Square.
In the 90036 zip code, the
median price paid for a home
in October 2016 was up 16%
year over year at $1,569,000.
The Oxford Square area,
just south of Windsor Village, saw the most activity in
October with 15 single-family
homes closing escrow. That
area additionally saw a median price increase of 8% to
$955,000.
The 90004 zip code remained strong, showing a
6% median price increase to
$1,480,000. That area had 14

homes sell in October 2016.
The 90020 zip code had
only one home sell in October but it was a whopper at
$11,300,000.
Regarding
condominiums, 11 sold in the area in
October, with the 90020 area
registering the most with seven properties.
Regarding the median
price paid for a condo in the
Ledger’s coverage area, all
zip codes had robust gains
year over year, specifically:
171% in 90019 but based
on only two sales with a median of just over $1 million;
a 54% increase to $690,000
in 90004; a 43% increase
to $440,000 for 90020 and
a 20% increase in 90036 to
$795,000.

I hate bugs.
Maybe not
all bugs. Ladybugs seem
nice enough,
but spiders,
fleas, cockroaches and
especially termites really piss
me off.
Termites serve no purpose except to taunt me by
eating their way though my
perfectly good porch and
then laughing as they leave
piles of mysterious pellets of
what looks like sawdust underneath their little tunnels
in my wood planks.
Rather than sitting outside
on our once nice veranda, I had
to block off a large portion so
that no one would fall through
the termite marred wood.
I wasn’t going to let these

bugs beat me. I came up with
a fool-proof plan that would
trounce the termites before
they ate the other half of our
backyard deck.
I thought that my best
chance to outfox them was
by going upscale so I replaced the damaged planks,
which were made of pine,
with planks made of nice,
hard, redwood.
Not only would redwood
be much more difficult for
tiny termites to gnaw through,
but once I coated all sides with
the waterproof stain that seals
the wood, it would be impenetrable to these hungry creepycrawlies.
But unfortunately, as usual, I was completely wrong.
My actions encouraged the
termites to bring more of their
see HOLMES page 9
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[LAFAYETTE SQUARE]

For the Love of Family
By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist

GALLERY from page 1

to be built on the long vacant
“Dooballoo” restaurant site,
would stand directly behind
five houses on South Victoria
Avenue.
Oxford Square is an area
composed of about 200 homes
between Olympic and Pico
boulevards, immediately west
of Crenshaw Boulevard.
The area falls under the
city’s “transitional height”
rules, which regulate the
height of commercial buildings near single-family homes.
Basically, a commercial
building is allowed higher
height limits the further it is
from a single-family home.
In a nod to these rules, the
E.K. Art Gallery is designed

GRANTS from page 3

Jennifer and Broderick Johnson with their children (from left) Noah Grace, Isaiah
and Micah.

Eleven years ago, Broderick and Jennifer Johnson
decided to look at a house
for sale in Lafayette Square.
When they pulled up to the
house, they noticed the family next door, a mother and
father playing volleyball with
their sons.
“They were a beautiful
family playing outside in this
peaceful neighborhood by a
home that looked like a mansion to us,” said Jennifer. “We
fell for the neighborhood instantly.”
The very idea of “family” defines the Johnsons on
a personal level and a professional one.
Jennifer, besides raising
their three beautiful children—Noah Grace, Isaiah
and Micah—is deeply involved in charitable and educational endeavors. She runs the
non-profit Hummingbirds, a
group that serves women and
children throughout the world
by raising funds for specific
projects to help communities
in need.
One such project was a
community center in Cap
Haitien in Haiti so over 200
kids could have a safe place
to play. Another was a Navajo
Nation water access project in
New Mexico so 50 new water tanks could provide fresh
clean water.
Jennifer also co-founded
the City Language Immersion
Charter that just broke ground
at 4001 Venice Boulevard, not
too far from the Square. The
elementary school will be dual-immersion in English and
Spanish with a diverse student
body and a project-based curPage 8
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riculum.
Broderick’s dedication to
family has also had far-reaching effects. After studying economics at Princeton, he took
his first job on Wall Street and
it looked like his life was going
to be on the east coast. But his
dreams of making wonderful
family entertainment changed
his course.
Back in college, Johnson
had met a kindred spirit, Andrew Kosove, who shared his
love of film. As students, they
made a low-budget film together.
With their combined abilities in film production and
business acumen, they developed a business plan for an independent film company that
could also be profitable.
They were backed by Fred
Smith, founder of FedEx, and
Alcon Entertainment was
formed.
The company has gone
on to produce some of the
best family-friendly movies,
including The Blind Side, My
Dog Skip, The Book of Eli,
and Dolphin Tale. They also
produced the amazing thriller Insomnia and the heartwarming romantic comedy
P.S. I Love You.
All these years later, Jennifer still likes the sense of
family one can find in the
Square.
“The most exciting thing
about living in the Square,”
she said, “is knowing every
time I pull off of Crenshaw
onto St. Charles, I can search
the faces of people waiting in
their cars at the light to exit
the square and know at least
one of them.”

munity non-profit organizations that in some way benefitted children.
Proposals that have previously been funded by the
council included needed repairs at Third Street Elementary School, tuition for afterschool enrichment programs
in the arts and physical education for children in need
and supporting the library at
Larchmont Charter School.

in such a way that the back of
the development, closest to the
Oxford Square homes, has the
building’s lowest level and it
progressively rises to five stories at its Crenshaw Boulevard
façade.
However, according to
Oliver Netburn of the Los
Angeles City Planning Dept.,
when the architectural plans
of the art center are compared
to the transitional height rule,
the building reaches roughly
eight feet too high in the area
closest to Oxford Square,
about a foot and a half too
high at its center and five feet
too high at its tallest tier on
Crenshaw Boulevard.
“We’re all for making nicelooking developments, but it

should be within a scale that
matches the neighborhood and
should conform to the existing
height requirements,” said local
Randy Palisoc. “What they are
presenting right now doesn’t
justify being given permission
to exceed [those limits]. And,
it sets a precedent for future
buildings.”
While multiple requests
for an interview with the project’s architect Daniel Kim were
not returned, according to Palisoc, Kim indicated in a public hearing in November that
the building’s extra height was
needed to create parking on an
upper level, as a storm drain
running underneath the building makes underground park-

“The Neighborhood Purpose Grants enable the GWNC
to contribute to areas in need
of support in our community,”
said Stromberg. “By recognizing
and supporting the efforts of
these community non-profit organizations, the GWNC has an
opportunity to give back to the
community that we represent.”
The council also approved
a motion to create a committee to oversee the grant process
and evaluate potential candi-

dates for the awards.
According to Stromberg,
the hope is to have the committee in place by February
and to select winning proposals in May or June 2017.
After the motion was
passed at the GWNC meeting,
the board informally discussed
the possibility that if the council
finds itself with surplus funds as
the year goes on, it may consider
allocating more money toward
the program.

see GALLERY page 11

Declutter your home in time for the
holidays with

✣

Into The Light Organizing Service
(213) 247-0611
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hungry comrades over for
brunch. In many parts of our
deck I think the stain was the
only thing holding the wood
together. The more expensive
the wood—the better they
liked it.
Termites are like your old
college roommate who comes
for a weekend and ends up
staying for a month; taking
over your guest room, cleaning out your fridge, pantry,
and even your hidden supply
of Christmas popcorn balls
that you were saving for the
annual viewing of Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer.
I was hoping to solve this
problem on my own, without
bothering my virtuoso contractor friend Dave, but no
such luck.
I reached Dave at his company Christmas party, which
was being held in a brand

new “spec” house that he built
overlooking the Pacific.
I explained my situation while he sipped his eggnog.
“Why don’t you buy
the wood that’s been pressure-treated with ACQ?” he
said.
“What?” I asked.
“It’s Alkaline Copper
Quaternary, it repels the termites,” answered Dave.
I wished Dave a “Merry
Christmas” and headed for the
lumberyard.
Sure enough Dave was
right—the treated lumber
looks like it has staple marks
and it has a greenish Christmas-like hue, and it works.
Happy Holidays, bugs! So
long termite tunnels!
All of which once again
goes to prove, “If I can’t figure it out—and I know that I
can’t—my friend Dave can.”

DRIVE from page 1

violence—as a beneficiary.
“This year, we will [add]
Su Casa which is a women’s
shelter in Montebello,” said
Mandengue. “We’ll also be
working with the Los Angeles
County Domestic Violence
Council to reach out to more
women.”
Madengue’s continuous
work with Jemba Against
Violence was put on hold
temporarily when he attended John Cabot University in
Rome for a year. But even in
Rome, he said, he reached
out to victims of domestic
violence.
“There was a women’s
shelter very near to the campus,” said Madengue. “A group
of [us] would go over there and
teach them English.”
Madengue has since returned to Los Angeles and
has made Jemba Against Violence—now a three-person
operation—an official nonprofit that can accept in-kind
and tax favorable donations.
“We want to expand and
do more than the toy drive,”
said Madengue. “We want the
organization to be a resource,
to help women move out of
cycles of abuse.”
Plans in the works for
2017 include an event with the
Aella Collection, which will
bring office-appropriate clothing to Madengue’s clients. In
the future, Madengue would
also like to offer business
etiquette classes and bring in
speakers to advise women on
the job market.
The need for the services

that Madengue would like to
provide is real.
According to Olivia Rodriguez, executive director of
the Los Angeles County Domestic Violence Council, as of
mid-September, the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Dept. filed 6,844
domestic violence reports this
year.
In addition, more than
14,000 calls were made to her
organization’s hotline between
January and August. In 2015,
Rodriguez said, almost twothirds of the 13,643 homeless
women in the county reported
that they were victims of domestic violence.
Over the years, Madengue has received several
awards for his work, including the 2014 President’s Volunteer Service Award, signed
by President Obama. Just
last October, he was also recognized for his work by the
Los Angeles County Domestic Council.
He has also received accolades from those who have
collaborated with him. Vanessa Kromer, a vice president
at Nederlander Concerts, said
she has worked with Madengue for over five years.
“I’ve always been really
impressed with him,” said
Kromer. “I think that he carries himself in such a professional manner…. It’s an
honor to support him every
year.”
Bernita Walker, executive director of Project Peacemakers, has known Madengue since he was 14. She said
that her low-income clients

truly appreciate Madengue’s
work.
“He’s an outstanding
young man and what he’s doing is very beneficial to our
agency,” said Walker.
Currently enrolled at Los
Angeles City College, Madengue is studying social work
and non-profit law through
the lens of how it will help his
cause. In addition, he has attended training sessions at the
Los Angeles County Domestic
Council.
“This is the line of work I
want to go into,” said Madengue. “I feel this is the one area
that I thrive in and I really
enjoy taking this idea and putting it into action.”
Ultimately, Madengue envisions creating a campus for
victims of domestic violence
that would offer services and
shelter.
However, his current focus is on this year’s toy drive.
Collection boxes will be
at Goorin Bros. hat shop on
Larchmont Boulevard, where
Madengue works part-time, as
well as other locations around
the city from December 1st to
December 24th.
Monetary donations will
also be accepted on the Jemba
Against Violence website said
Madengue, and will be put
towards items on the toy drive
wish list.
For more information on
volunteer opportunities,
box locations and suggested
donations for the Jemba
Against Violence toy drive,
go to jemba.org
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single Angeleno.”
However, both CD4 and
L.A. County turnout were well
below the national rate, expected to be around 58% when all
votes are finally counted.
According to the Ledger’s
analysis, the communities with
the highest voter turnout in
CD4 were Hollywood Hills/
The Oaks, Silver Lake, San
Fernando Valley, Los Feliz and
Melrose/Larchmont. Each of
those areas recorded higher voter turnout than the county.
The Hollywood Hills/
Oaks area outperformed the
most with over 56% of registered voters casting ballots in
the November 8th election.
In contrast, the area of Fremont Place/Windsor Square
near Hancock Park had the
lowest turnout in the district
with only 34% casting ballots.
In the all-important vote
for president, 80% of registered voters in CD4 supported
Hillary Clinton, compared to
14% for Donald Trump.
The community most favoring Trump was the San
Fernando Valley. In all, over
18% of voters in the Valley
supported Trump.
Silver Lake, conversely,
was the community that least
supported Trump with only
7.5% of voters casting ballots
for him from that neighborhood. Los Feliz was the second community least favoring
Trump at 10.5%.
Trump received 290 of
the nation’s Electoral College
votes—compared to Clinton’s
232—with 270 needed to
claim the presidency.
However, Clinton won the
popular vote with 63,747,686
votes counted—or 47.8%—
compared to Trump who received 46.5% with 62,020,213
votes counted at time of publication.

regulates exterior changes to
properties within a district
by requiring property owners
to submit their projects to a
review board that determines
whether proposed changes
will maintain the historical integrity of the area.
Efforts to create the Miracle Mile HPOZ, which covers an area generally bounded
by Fairfax Avenue to the west,
Wilshire Boulevard to the
north, La Brea Avenue to the
east and San Vicente Boulevard to the south, were initiated by the Miracle Mile Residential Association (MMRA)
in early 2014.
According to MMRA
President Jim O’Sullivan, the
original idea was to protect the
neighborhood from “mansionization”—the tearing down or
altering of a smaller structure
to create a larger home out
of scale with the neighborhood—but over time it was
realized there was something
architecturally worthy to protect in the neighborhood that
would not be preserved without such a designation.
However, those against
an HPOZ say they and many
others were not aware of how
far the process had progressed
or how stringent the guidelines would be until a draft
of the preservation plan was
revealed in city-held information sessions in August.
“It was [originally] marketed to us [by the MMRA]
as a very, very light HPOZ
regime,” said Henry van Moyland, “and it isn’t at all. We’ve
run a comparison with six local HPOZs and ours [would
be] the most draconian.”
Van Moyland and Jay
Schoenfeldt, two members of a
committee leading the charge
against the designation, said
they understand the push for

an HPOZ to stop mansionization but believe it is the “wrong
tool” to address the problem.
Those pro and con have
been lobbying city officials all
fall.
The issue came to a head
in a public forum on Nov. 5th
at a MMRA meeting held at
the Korean Cultural Center
on Wilshire Boulevard.
Many in the overflow
crowd carried “No HPOZ”
signs and shouted complaints
that they’d been left out of the
process.
Los Angeles City Councilmember David Ryu, on
hand for the meeting, urged
the crowd to be civil with one
another.
“It’s very important that
we stay positive and productive,” said Ryu, “because at the
end of the day, we’re all neighbors.”
There is a ticking clock on
the proceedings.
Currently, the Miracle
Mile is regulated by what’s
called an “Interim Control
Ordinance” that stops mansionization in the neighborhood.
However, the interim ordinance expires in March.
A revised version of the
city’s permanent ordinance—
called the Baseline Mansion-

Los Angeles City Councilmember David Ryu (right) briefly confers with Miracle
Mile Residential Association, Jim O’ Sullivan, during the organization’s standing
room only meeting at the Korean Cultural Center.

ization Ordinance (BMO)—
should be in effect by that
date, but if not, the neighborhood will be exposed.
For
the
MMRA’s
O’Sullivan, such ordinances
aren’t enough.
“Remember, the Baseline
Mansionization Ordinance
does not protect duplexes,”
he said. “It does not protect
multi-family [units]. Half
our area is multi-family and
those are the rent-stabilized
units…. If we start losing
those, it’s all over with. If we
get the HPOZ, everything
will be protected.”
O’Sullivan said that he be-

lieves some people who don’t
like the idea of an HPOZ may
have misconceptions on how it
works.
But he conceded that he
could see why some found certain original HPOZ guidelines
unacceptable or confusing.
Even he needed the guidance,
he said, of city historic experts
to understand why some points
were written the way they were
in the first draft.
“But we’ve made changes,” said O’Sullivan.
In addition, Sullivan said,
if problems arise with the
guidelines, they can be rewritten every two years.
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[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

[RESTAURANT REVIEW]

Analyzing Jonathan Gold’s 101 Best Restaurants

A Time for Action

By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

How does Jonathan Gold
come up with his 101 Best Restaurants list? He likely keeps
the methodology a close secret, but every year the Pulitzer Prize-winning Los Angeles
Times restaurant critic throws
a bunch of new entries onto
the list, and every year a few
old quirky favorites remain.
The refreshing thing
about the much-discussed list
is its lack of pretension—despite high-flying entries like
Providence, Spago and Trois
Mec. Downtown’s Guerilla
Tacos is still a truck, though
an actual restaurant is in the
works, and a meal at Attari
Sandwich Shop in Westwood
or Roy Choi’s Locol will only
set you back a few bucks.
Here are a few of Gold’s
new and old picks near the
Larchmont area.
East Hollywood
Many of us, including Gold,
have been eating at Marouch in East Hollywood for
20 years or more. The prices
inch up gradually, but it’s still
one of the better full-service
Middle Eastern options in the
Hollywood area.
Is it better than Carousel?
The meat dishes may be better
at Marouch, while some of the
salads and sides seem brightertasting at Carousel. You can’t
go wrong with either one.
Gold and this reviewer
have both been huge Jitlada
supporters ever since Jazz
Singsanong, and her brother,
Tui Sungkamee, took over.
With a huge menu of fiery Southern Thai dishes, it’s
still one of the best places to
impress a guest with the vast
range of Thai cooking.
It’s hard to quarrel with
the inclusion of Sqirl, even if
the deceptively simple Virgil
Avenue cafe sometimes seems
too hip to bear. But Jessica
Koslow’s dedication to flavor
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and technique put the simple
breakfast and lunch spot up
there with the big guns.
Sapp Coffee Shop and its
signature dish of boat noodles
is beloved by other famous
foodies too, including Anthony Bourdain. It’s a little grungy, still cash-only, and at this
point seems to be hanging on
the list out of sheer nostalgia
Koreatown
Gold is way more well-versed
in the nuances of Korean specialties than most other nonKoreans, so he has suggestions for the popular barbecue
places like Park’s and Gwang

and recent addition Kali Dining didn’t make the cut. But
at least, some of the city’s finest restaurants are within a few
miles of Larchmont Avenue.
Providence, Republique,
Angelini Osteria and the
Mozzaplex, as Gold calls Pizzeria Mozza, Osteria Mozza,
Chi Spacca and Mozza2Go,
are mainstays in Gold’s book.
While some restaurants
get combined—including all
of Grand Central Market in
one entry—Ludo Lefebvre’s
haute tasting laboratory Trois
Mec and tiny bistro Le Petit Trois get separate entries,
even though they’re adjacent

While some restaurants get combined—
including all of Grand Central Market in one
entry—Ludo Lefebvre’s haute tasting laboratory
Trois Mec and tiny bistro Le Petit Trois get
separate entries, even though they’re adjacent
to each other in a mini-mall that still sports its
old plastic “Pizza” sign.
Yang but also for bossa—Kobawoo House—and raw crab.
His pick for raw crab
marinated in soy sauce can
be found at Soban, a pleasant
spot on Olympic Boulevard
with one of the best selections
of banchan, the small dishes
that arrive before the meal.
Don’t miss the autumnal spicy stewed short ribs—
they’re not really very spicy,
but they are infused with an
anise-scented array of spices
in an addictive sauce that also
hides chunks of squash, dates
and chestnuts.
The newest entry in the
area is Le Comptoir, where
chef Gary Menes does an elegant vegetable-focused tasting
menu at a tiny 8-seat counter
in the Normandie Hotel.
MID-CITY
Larchmont was passed over,

to each other in a mini-mall
that still sports its old plastic
“Pizza” sign.
Newer entries include two
meat-centric restaurants: the
new Highland Avenue location of Salt’s Cure and Odys
& Penelope, the grill-focused
spot from Karen and Quinn
Hatfield. Also on the meaty
side of the spectrum is Bludso’s BBQ on La Brea Avenue,
an even more casual temple to
all things smoked.
101 Best Restaurants 2016
is a highly personal list that
adroitly combines the city’s
finest tables, old favorites of
every ethnicity and bold new
experiments.
It wouldn’t be your list
or my list—spare a thought
for Luv 2 Eat Thai— but
giving the eater something to
debate while noshing is part
of the fun.

www.larchmontledgerla.com

I had hoped
to be writing
something light-hearted this
month, confident that our new
president would be a protector
of the environment. Instead,
along with fears of increased
social and political unrest,
Americans will now have leaders who will unravel recent
critical efforts to slow down
climate change, decrease dependence on fossil fuels and
reduce waste and pollution.
I was reassured when California Governor Jerry Brown
pledged to keep up California’s commitment to environmental protection. However,
this will not be enough to
prevent the United States from
blocking the Paris Climate
Agreement or drilling for oil
offshore.
It is hard not to feel powerless and frustrated.
Instead of sliding into a

sinkhole of depression and
panic, however, we have to
do everything in our power
to protect our air, water, food
and the future of our species.
We need to pressure representatives on both sides of the
aisle to fight any new bills that
threaten the environment.
We need to support organizations with the clout to
lobby for the environment in
Washington, like the Sierra
Club, the California League
of Conservation Voters, the
Nature Conservancy and the
Environmental Defense Fund.
This holiday season, rather
than going out and buying more
stuff, we can donate to these organizations to help them ensure
that we all have a future.
No time this month for
suggestions on recycling giftwrap. It’s time for bigger action. sierraclub.org, ecovote.
org, nature.org, edf.org

GALLERY from page 8

currently leading his neighbors through the process of
obtaining Historic Preservation Overlay Zone status for
Oxford Square, shared Palisoc’s view.
“The biggest and most
consistent concern expressed
by our neighborhood is the
height of this project, as it
looms over our back yards and
a historic streetscape we have
spent years trying to protect,”
said Elwell. “We do not support allowing the project to
exceed the legal height limits
for this property.”
According to Netburn,
the next step is a determination of approval by the city’s
planning department. As
the project has drawn “a fair
amount of comment,” that
needs to be considered, Netburn said a date for the final
decision has not been set.

ing a significant challenge.
According to Palisoc, Kim
said for the project to “pencil
out”—meaning to make sense
financially—the
building
needs all its features, including
a restaurant, two retail spaces,
nine classrooms, a performing
arts school and four residential
units. Therefore, additional
space would be needed for
parking.
Palisoc said he was not
convinced by this argument.
“They should have
made these financial determinations before buying it,” said Palisoc. “That
doesn’t give justification for
exceeding the height limits
and changing our view permanently.”
Chris Elwell, who is president of the Oxford Square
Neighborhood Assoc. and is
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High School Sports Roundup

Warm Winter Wishes from

PAGE ACADEMY

By Mike Guardabascio, Special to the Ledger
Loyola High School
After its Cross Country
team was ranked No. 1 in the
CIF Southern Section’s Division 2 for much of the year,
the Cubs fell short of the CIF
championship at the finals
meet in Riverside earlier in
November, but Loyola still
finished strong in fourth place.
The Cubs had a team time
of 1:16:50 and were led by a
sensational run from senior
Charlie Sherman, who finished
sixth overall out of 154 runners with a time of 14:59. Sherman was backed up by David
McAndrews (15:24), Alejandro
Salinas (15:25), Corey Kumamoto (15:30), Brandon Cobian
(15:31), and Liam Jamieson
(15:31). All but two of those
runners are juniors, making
2017 a bright future for Loyola
cross country. With the fourthplace finish, Loyola advanced to
the state championship meet.
Loyola’s excellent water
polo season ended in the CIFSS Division 1 semifinals, where
the Cubs fell 9-5 to Orange Lutheran, who would eventually
win the championships. Loyola
finished the year at 23-8 and
will be one of the top teams in
the state again next year.
Loyola’s Varsity football

team finished the year at 3-7,
short of a playoff berth.
LA High School
Head coach Eric Scott
continued the football revolution for LA High this year, as
he took the Romans on a deep
playoff run in the LA City
Section’s Division II bracket.
The Romans opened with a
54-0 win over Chatsworth
and then posted a 40-0 win
over Taft in the quarterfinals.
The Romans hosted the semifinal on November 25th—a
win would mean a 3 p.m.
CIF championship game at El
Camino College on December
3rd against the winner of topseeded Hawkins and Grant.
Marlborough
The Mustangs’ girls volleyball team was one of the
surprises of Southern California in the playoffs this
year—after a 12-10 regular
season and a second-place finish in the Sunshine League,
the Mustangs ripped off three
straight sweeps to reach the
semifinals in Division 2.
Marlborough took down
Hart, Palos Verdes and Louisville in straight sets before being knocked out by eventual

champion Ventura, which did
not lose a set all playoffs. The
Mustangs earned a berth in the
CIF State playoffs but fell in the
opening round to the Bishops in
a five-set thriller, 17-25, 19-25,
25-18, 25-23, 15-12.
Campbell Hall
The Vikings’ football team
had a tough end to the season—after being ranked in the
top four all season in the CIFSS’ Division 13, Campbell Hall
lost its final three games, including a 14-10 regular season
finale to Viewpoint that kept
them out of the playoffs with
a 2-2 league record. Campbell
Hall was led by senior running
back Johnny Jones, who had 17
carries for 138 yards.

Celebrating Our 108th Year!
Preschool Daycarewebwatch System
Fully Accredited
Spanish/Fine Arts/Computer Science
Extended Hours 6:30am to 6:30pm

Beverly Hills Campus

Hancock Park Campus

323.272.3429

323.463.5118

419 S. Robertson Blvd.,
Beverly Hills, CA 90211
Ages 2 - Grade 6

565 N. Larchmont Blvd.,
Los Angeles CA 90004
Ages 2 - Grade 8

www.pageacademyca.com

Westridge
Otto Lacayo’s Tigers had
a great season, claiming a Prep
League championship and
streaking into the semifinals of
the CIF-SS Division 4 playoffs
before falling to Elsinore. The
Tigers knocked off Royal, Los
Altos, and Monrovia before losing to end their season at 26-6.

Sign up for the

Larchmont Ledger
email newsletter
in between our regular
publication dates.
To start receiving yours, please
register at www.larchmontledgerla.com or
email us at: newsletter@larchmontledgerla.com

Mike Guardabascio is the
Prep Sports Editor for the
Long Beach Press-Telegram

Ready. Set. Grow.
OPEN
HOUSE

January 21, 2017
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Stratford School nurtures
the joy of learning in children.
At Stratford, you’ll find a unique school environment
where your child is seen and heard! With Stratford’s
on-going admission, students are welcome to enroll
throughout the school year. Give your child an early start
in a school where tradition meets 21st Century learning.

TM

REGISTER NOW for our open house
StratfordSchools.com/SoCalOH
Los Angeles Melrose

Altadena Allen

1200 N. Cahuenga Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90038
(323) 962-3075

2046 Allen Avenue
Altadena, CA 91001
(626) 794-1000

The curiosity to reach. The courage to grasp.
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[OUR BREAD AND BUTTER]

Stratford Schools: A Leader in STEAM Early
Childhood Education
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist
After more than 40 years
in education—which included
roles as teacher and administrator at some of the finest
private schools in Los Angeles,
including the Mirman School,
Harvard-Westlake and Laurence School—Paul Mastin
had earned his retirement last
summer. Only a dream job, he
said, could keep him from the
lovely home that was waiting
for him in North Carolina.
That dream job turned out to
be head of school at the Stratford School Melrose campus,
which opened this fall.
The Melrose campus is
part of a 14-school network
that is based in northern California. The White House has
recognized Stratford Schools
as a leader in Early Childhood
education.
Starting with 25 Pre-K
to Kindergarten students,
the newly renovated facility opened with all new classrooms, abundant play areas, a
multi-purpose room, science
and computer tech labs, a music room, and a library.
“The support structure
Stratford has for materials and
facilities was astounding to
me,” said Mastin.
In the classroom, Mastin
said, Stratford is uniquely responsive to each child’s individual set of skills and curiosities.
“Parents want their children to be challenged and excited,” he said. “Los Angeles was
hungry for a school like this.”
At the heart of Stratford School’s education is
a curriculum infused with
STEAM—Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and
Mathematics—learning and
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“Carol Of The Bells” as well as
new arrangements and hidden
holiday gems. Afterwards,
concert goers are invited to take
photos with the show’s featured
guest conductor, Santa Claus.
Tickets start at $29. Walt Disney
Concert Hall, Sat. December
3rd, 2 p.m. and Sat. December
10th, 8:00 p.m. 111 S. Grand Ave.
Information: laphil.com
Harry Potter Magical Holiday
Ball Barnes & Noble pays tribute
to Hogwarts’ Yule Ball with an
evening of dancing, activities and
giveaways. Come dressed as your
favorite Harry Potter character
or in your holiday finest. Free.
Barnes and Noble at the Grove,
Fri. December 9th, 7 p.m. 189 The
Grove Drive. Information: (323)
525-0270, barnesandnoble.com

Longtime Los Angeles educator, Paul Mastin, heads Stratford School’s new Melrose campus. Photo credit: Kimberly Gomez

traditional liberal arts.
Concepts such as the fundamentals of coding are introduced even to the youngest
students in an intuitive way so
that the children develop skills
naturally.
“It was more than I could
have hoped for our son,” said
Jorg Wallrabe of Hancock Park
whose son, Lars, started at Stratford this fall. “A lot of preschools
in Los Angeles are more playbased, but Stratford has a philosophy that embraces science
and mathematics. They make it
so much fun for the kids.”
Motivating
students
through high expectations in a
collaborative and fun learning
environment has been Stratford’s guiding core value since
1999. All students are encouraged to participate actively in
leadership, community service,
and extracurricular activities.
Stratford’s goal is to prepare and mentor students for
admission to competitive high
schools and colleges.
“I think what I love most
about Stratford is the mix
of traditional academics and

focus on socialization of the
kids,” said Brenda Kelly-Grant
of Burbank who started her
son Harrison in Stratford’s
preschool.
“He’s already grown so
much since going to school,”
she said. “Stratford has exceeded our expectations.”
Cheryl Molencamp, director of the lower school,
recently served as regional director for Stratford Schools in
Northern California.
“We want [our students] to
have academic skills and to articulate themselves in writing
and speaking,” Molencamp
said. “And we want them to be
able to find their unique future
using all of those skills.”
Stratford School, 1200 N.
Cahuenga Boulevard, 323962-3075 stratfordschools.com

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Babes in Toyland Cinefamily
hosts a special screening of a
rare 16mm print of the 1961 Walt
Disney holiday musical Babes In
Toyland. The film, based on Victor
Herbert’s 1906 operetta, takes
place in the village of Mother
Goose Land where all famous
nursey rhyme characters live. Ray
Bolger plays the evil town miser
Barnaby who plots to steal “Mary,
Mary Quite Contrary” from her
new husband “Tom, Tom the
Piper’s Son.” A puppet show will
precede the screening. Tickets
are $15. Bob Baker Marionette
Theater, Friday December 9th,
7:30 p.m. and Sat. December
10th, 2:30 p.m. 1345 W. 1st St.
Information: cinefamily.org
Elf Will Ferrell stars as Buddy The
Elf, a man raised by Santa Claus
at the North Pole in director Jon
Favreau’s 2003 Christmas romp.
When Buddy learns that he’s a
human being and not an elf, he
heads to New York City to find his
biological father (James Caan).
Tickets are $20. The Million Dollar
Theater, Sat. December 10th, 8
p.m. 307 S. Broadway.
Info: streetfoodcinema.com

Moscow Ballet’s Great Russian
Nutcracker Moscow Ballet brings
their acclaimed production of
Tchaikovsky’s beloved Christmas
ballet to Los Angeles. Every
element of this production has
been imported straight from
Russia, including the massive
60-foot growing Christmas
tree in the center of the stage.
Tickets start at $43. The Wiltern,
Fri. December 16th through Sat.
December 17th.
3790 Wilshire Blvd.
Information: wiltern.com.
The Music Center Holiday
Sing-Along Bring the family
downtown for an evening of
festive songs. Lyric sheets will be
provided so you can sing along
to live accompaniment in the
Music Center’s plaza. Free, but
tickets are required. Tickets will
be distributed at 5:30 p.m., one
per person in line, first come,
first served. The Music Center,
Fri. December 16th, 6:30 p.m.
Information: musiccenter.org
New Year’s Eve L.A. Grand Park
hosts its third annual New Year’s
Eve celebration. This community
festival will feature multiple
stages of live music, food trucks
and the event’s signature 3-D
digital video projections mapped
onto the side of City Hall. Grand
Park, Sat. December 31st, 8:00
p.m., 200 North Grand Ave.
Information: grandparkla.org
Prohibition NYE Ring in 2017
like it’s 1927 with a special
Prohibition themed, KCRW
sponsored party at Union Station.
Performers include sax player
Justin Ward, DJ Cherry Beach and
Dollhouse Entertainment’s jazz
ensemble. Headlining the event is
Chicago trio Autograf who blend
retro soul sounds with modern
EDM. Formal attire required.
Tickets are $165. Union Station,
Sat. December 31st, 9 p.m.
800 N. Alameda St.
Info: prohibitionnye.com
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Rockets,
Experiments,
Magazines
and More

[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

So Long, Not-So-Sweet ‘16
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

By Yvenie Joseph, 9th grade
GALA continues to be
in the news
and most recently
was
featured in an
article titled
“A New Generation of All Girls School” in
The Atlantic, a national news
magazine.
The 9th graders and one
class of 6th graders went on a
field trip to the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory. GALA girls saw
the Mars prototype rocket and
toured the rocket construction
room.
In AP Biology, students
visited UCLA and completed
an analysis lab investigation in
the UCLA City Lab.
In 9th grade Biology, students are doing experiments by
testing lake water for contamination. The students found out
the lake water had too much
phosphate and nitrate.
In 6th grade English, students are working on writing
point of view pieces after reading excerpts from the book
Flipped.
In 9th grade Journalism, students are creating
advertisements. In 6th grade
Journalism, students created
magazine covers for a fictional
GALA Girls magazine.
In 9th grade Computer
Science, students are creating
a website about nuclear power,
wind power, and solar power
with students in India.
Applications for the 201718 school year are due Jan. 1st.

I generally consider myself
an optimist, and since having
kids, I do my best not to dwell
too much on the negative.
That said, I find myself struggling not to jump aboard the
“2016-was-a crap-year” train.
I mean, it was.
Last Week Tonight host
John Oliver felt so strongly

Rebecca Onion wrote a
great piece for Slate.com in
which she offered some worthy contenders for history’s
darkest year.
“All the current political
upheaval is nothing compared
with 1348, when the Black
Death took hold,” Onion wrote.
“In the space of 18 months, it
killed at least a third of the population of Europe.”
In the end, 25 million
people died.
Harry Mount, a journalist with the Telegraph harkens
back to the devastating years
“between 1939 and 1945,
when more than 60 million
people lost their lives during
the Second World War.”
History Today columnist
Paul Lay’s pick? 1914.
“In July of that year, a Eu-

of the Berlin Wall, did we enter
a relatively stable period–the
‘End of History’–before it came
crashing down on September
11th, 2001.”
There’s no denying 2016
has been an emotional and exhausting year. Bowie. Prince.
Harambe. Orlando. Brexit.
Trump. Isis. Bastille Day.
Aleppo. But as we celebrate
the holiday season, there’s also
no denying that we have much
to be thankful for.
If you’ve ever watched

your child’s team get demolished in a baseball or basketball game, then you know
even the most downtrodden
kids snap back within mere
minutes.
It doesn’t matter how tough
the game was or what the final
scoreboard says, there are cupcakes and juice boxes waiting at
the end of it…along with words
of encouragement and comfort
from your comrades.
It’s times like this when being a parent lends valuable perspective to all the nastiness. Instead of wallowing in the losses
of this past year, celebrate the
sweet moments, because there
have been those too.

If you’ve ever watched your child’s
team get demolished in a baseball or
basketball game, then you know even
the most downtrodden kids snap back
within mere minutes.
about it that he ended his season by literally blowing up a
sign of the numbers 2016. Samantha Grasso of The Daily
Dot summarized his outrage.
“Between Zika, the Syrian refugee crisis, Brexit, the
numerous high-profile celebrity deaths and the surprising
outcome of the United States
presidential election,” Grasso
wrote, “the year admittedly has been pretty awful.”
Then again, as many
other journalists, historians,
and pundits have pointed out,
2016 was not the worst year
ever, even though it may have
seemed that way at times.

ropean order that had brought
peace, prosperity and extraordinary artistic and scientific
progress, began to unravel,” Lay
wrote, “The vast conflict that
followed led directly to the Russian Revolution, Nazi Germany, the Holocaust, the atomic
bomb, the Cold War and the
mess that is the modern Middle
East. Only in 1989, with the fall

IMMACULATE HEART
For Girls Grades 6-12

“Educating the Hearts & Minds of Young Women Since 1906”
Middle School Open House
Saturday, December 3, 2016
High School Open House
Sunday, December 4, 2016
Open House events begin at 1 p.m.
Middle School Entrance Exam
Saturday, January 14, 2017 at 8:30 a.m.
High School Entrance Exam for Admission & Merit Scholarships
Saturday, January 21, 2017 at 8:30 a.m.
5515 Franklin Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90028 Y (323) 461-3651 Y www.immaculateheart.org
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[BRAWERMAN]

Mock Election 2016

Pajamas for President

By Quinton Palmer, 5th grade

By Hubble Lyons, Elijah David and Naomi Love, 4th grade

During October
and
N o v e m b e r,
our social studies class studied American politics. First,
we looked at the history of
voting rights and how they’ve
changed over time. We looked
at government structure and
how it works and studied the
three branches: legislative, executive and judicial. We also
learned about the position
that the President has as our
leader, and studied the federal
budget.
As the big election approached, we studied voting
and the political parties: Republican, Democratic, Libertarian, and Green. We examined the candidates and their

positions. It was almost time
for our own mock election.
A parent built fake voting
boxes. Our next social studies

other political parties.
As a grand finale to the
study unit, we had a surprise
planned by a fellow classmate,

We cast our ballots hopefully. Two days
later, we learned the winner of our vote:
Hillary Clinton. We observed the results
of the real election—Donald Trump—and
talked about the other political parties.
lesson was Election Day. We
cast our ballots hopefully. Two
days later, we learned the winner of our vote: Hillary Clinton. We observed the results
of the real election—Donald
Trump—and talked about the

[IMMACULATE HEART]

T.J. Brunel. We used frosting
on pies to split up the federal
budget according to each party’s opinion. We ate the pie,
happily discussing how great
the unit was, and how great
our teacher Ms. Bohnsack is.

Every year is special at
Brawerman, but this year has
been extra special because
we’ve gotten to learn a lot
about how the President of
the United States is elected.
We talked a lot about what the
President does and the qualities that make someone a good
leader. The most important
thing we learned about the
election is that it’s important
to respect everyone’s opinions
and ideas because that’s what
makes this country special.
Since none of us are old

[TURNING POINT]

Season of Joy, Spirit of Giving

Candy and Canned Goods

By Lauren Berger ’18

By Jack Beiley, 7th grade

This
past
N o v e m b e r,
Immaculate
Heart High
School students radiated
more
than
just
Pumpkin Spice. Heeding the
vocational call to serve, the
Campus Ministry Leadership
Team led the school in its
annual Thanksgiving Food
Drive. Students, faculty, and
administration collaborated

struggling families in the Los
Angeles Skid Row and downtown area.
Returning afresh from
Thanksgiving Break, it’s beginning to look a lot like
Christmas as Christmas cheer
now surges over the campus.
Called Immaculate Heart’s
“Twelve Days of Christmas,”
student clubs now host 12
days of holiday-themed activities. Students get festive in
DIY workshops for up-cycled
ornament making, caroling,

Tu r n i n g
Point School
celebrated
Ha lloween
with a creative
carnival
for
students and families. The
middle school students spent
days preparing for this event
by constructing a photo
booth and a temporary tattoo booth, as well as manning many fun games where

younger students were able
to win prizes. After our sugar
filled Halloween night was
over, Turning Point had their
annual “Operation Candy
Corn” where students donated some of their candy to be
shipped to troops around the
world. Dozens of bags of delicious candy were donated this
year ensuring that our troops
had a sweet Halloween.
Currently, Turning Point
is in the midst of our an-

enough to vote in the real election, our teachers let us have our
own election for what kind of
fun outfit everyone should wear
to school at the end of the week.
First each grade got to vote for
their own theme, just like the
presidential primary: kindergarten and 1st grade chose pajamas,
2nd grade chose fictional characters, 3rd grade chose “crazy
hair day,” 4th grade chose future
careers, and 5th grade chose famous people.
On Election Day, each
grade came dressed as the
theme they chose and gave
speeches to campaign for their
theme. Pajamas won the vote,
so on the next Friday everyone
in the school came dressed in
pajamas (even the teachers)!

nual “SAVES Drive” to benefit Saint Augustine Volunteer Emergency Services. The
SAVES Drive is a way to help
families in our local community. Students are encouraged
to bring assorted canned food
items such as beans, sweet potatoes, and other non-perishables to school. From there,
the food will be delivered to
local families who will enjoy
a Thanksgiving Dinner that
they might not have otherwise been able to have. While
Turning Point has a global
outlook, it is just as important
to us to give back to our local
community.

Returning afresh from Thanksgiving
Break, it’s beginning to look a lot like
Christmas as Christmas cheer now
surges over the campus. Called
Immaculate Heart’s “Twelve Days of
Christmas,” student clubs now host
12 days of holiday-themed activities.
in an effort to collect dry and
canned goods in addition to
raising funds to donate to
the Casa Esperanza Center.
Literally meaning “House
of Hope,” the non-profit organization was founded by
retired members of the Immaculate Heart Community
and works to serve underprivileged residents of Blythe
Street in Panorama City. The
drive made possible Thanksgiving meals for neighborhood families.
Immaculate Heart Middle
School also sponsored a similar effort with its food drive on
behalf of the Adopt-a-Family
Program. These items will be
delivered later this month to
December 2016

cookie decorating, and more.
Next, the student choir presents the annual Christmas
Concert, singing a mix of
traditional and contemporary
Yuletide favorites. The Christmas Program and Christmas Formal follow, officially
marking the final day of the
2016 school year.
Prospective students and
their families can visit our
decorated campus and meet
faculty during our annual
open house events. The IH
Middle School Open House
will begin at 1 p.m. on Saturday, December 3rd, followed
by the IH High School Open
House at 1 p.m. on Sunday,
December 4th.
www.larchmontledgerla.com
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www.coregroupla.com

EXPERT SERVICE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

6315 LONGVIEW AVE. HOLLYWOOD HILLS $1,795,000 501 S. NORTON AVE. WINDSOR SQUARE $1,395,000
4 Beds/ 3 Baths. Magnificently renovated 1926 Spanish hills
home captures classic Hollywood charm www.6315Longview.com

4 Bed /4 Bath. Elegant, classic, character driven Traditional 1930’s
home in prime Windsor Square. www.501SouthNorton.com

IN ESCROW

COMING SOON

3042 HOLLYCREST PL. HOLLYWOOD HILLS $1,199,000

437 N. WINDSOR LARCHMONT VILLAGE $1,795,000

2 Bed/ 2 Bath+ Pool. Sparkling, sophisticated mid-century home
in Hollywood Knolls / Lake Hollywood. www.3042hollycrest.com

4 Bed /3 Bath. Large scale, contemporary, two-story Larchmont
Village. Great Floor plan at Aprox 2765 Sqft. www.coregroupla.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Peace on Earth. Best wishes for a wonderful
holiday season and a new year filled with
health, happiness and prosperity.
Pete Buonocore & The Core Group LA Team
Keller Williams Larchmont
118 N. Larchmont Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90004

PETE BUONOCORE
323.762.2561
pete@coregroupla.com
www.coregroupla.com

BRE# 01279107

