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City to Spend
$800,000
on Feral Cat
Study

Suspect
Arrested
In Wilshire
Country Club
Murder

By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer
The city of Los Angeles
has earmarked $800,000 to
study in 2017 the environmental impact of feral cats.
The study must be completed, by court order, before
the city can consider the best
way to manage feral cats, estimated to be between 1 and 3
million in the city.
Feral cats, some say, possibly cause a negative impact
to the environment by killing
birds and other wildlife and
therefore disturbing nature’s
natural balance. Additionally,
some fear that feral cats’ fecal
matter—high in bacteria—
see FERAL page 7
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By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer

Calculating how many feral cats there are in Los Angeles is difficult, but animal experts estimate the figure is between
1 and 3 million. Photo: Getty Images/HiBakusha.

HANCOCK PARK—An employee was stabbed to death at
the Wilshire Country Club on
Rossmore Avenue and a suspect has been taken into custody.
According to Aareon Jefferson of the Los Angeles Police Dept., at about 8:45 p.m.
October 20th, Wilshire police
officers responded to a call of
a stabbing at the country club.
When officers arrived, fire
department paramedics were
treating Emmanuel Bravo, 28,
a kitchen employee for an apparent stab wound.
see MURDER page 5

Local Historical Society Gets New President

Kids Make a Difference with Art

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

known as Rancho La
Brea and new president
Judy Zeller intends to
keep that tradition alive
by actively seeking out
new members.
Originally
from
London, Zeller has lived
in Los Angeles for 38
years and in Windsor
Square for 20. She said
her affinity for the area
was immediate.
“I loved the city as
soon as I touched down,”
said Zeller. “I actually
met my husband and
Judy Zeller, President of the Windsor Square- got married six weeks
Hancock Park Historical Society holds a picture later and never left,” said
of the Ambassador Hotel, which won a LandZeller.
mark Award from the Society in 1981. Photo Credit:
She has been a memMyrna Robin Gintel.
ber of the society for
WINDSOR SQUARE—For 40
about eight years, has served
years, the Windsor Squareas secretary for the group and
Hancock Park Historical Sowas named president this past
ciety has celebrated the hissummer.
tory of the land that once was
According to Zeller, most

Community News:
Van crashes into Vernetti
restaurant, page 4

Community News:
Wilshire street closures end early,
page 5

of the 257 members of the
society live within Windsor
Square, Hancock Park, Fremont Place, Windsor Village
and Brookside, but membership is open to all.
Zeller said that history
buffs from as far as San Diego
have called her to learn more
about the organization. And
once a member, loyalty to the
society appears to be strong.
“We’re a 40-year-old organization,” said Zeller, “and actually many people have been
with the organization for 40
years.”
But, she said, currently
young families who are moving into the area are also expressing interest in local history.
“We want everyone to
participate,” said Zeller. “We
want to be a local community group where people get to
see ZELLER page 12

Oxford Square:
Reinvention at 50 years old,
page 6

LARCHMONT BOULEVARD—
HoldYou Foundation, a nonprofit group devoted to providing financial assistance to
families in need who have a
child facing a critical illness or
injury, will host a fundraiser
November 5th where children
can make art for hospitalized
children.
The event, Kids Holding
Kids, is open to children—
two years old to teenage—and
will be at Art Works Studio
and Classroom.
The art will be distributed to local children’s hospitals and selected works will
be chosen to create wrapping
paper and cards for HoldYou
Foundation.
HoldYou is the brainchild
of Natalie Hill. She was inspired by her own experience
as an ill teenager who had to
spend significant time in a
Philadelphia hospital. Sur-

Theater Review: Life in the press
box revealed in baseball comedy
Going…Going…GONE!, page 10

By taking on some of the financial
burden of families with critically ill
or injured children, HoldYou Foundation allows parents to be more present for their children. Photo courtesy of
HoldYou Foundation.

rounded by critically ill and
much younger children, she
was struck by how many of her
fellow patients had no parents
around as she did.
“Why are all these kids
by themselves?” Hill said she
asked herself.

see KIDS page 13
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Who We Are
ALLISON B. COHEN Allison is the publisher of both the Larchmont Ledger,
since 2015, and the Los Feliz Ledger since
2005. She holds a Master’s Degree from
the University of Southern California’s
Annenberg School for Communication
and Journalism (her theses was on local
community newspaper development) as well as a B.A.,
also from USC, in Broadcast Journalism. Prior to starting
the Ledger newspapers, Allison wrote for the Los Angeles
Times, the Larchmont Chronicle and other publications.
She has lived in the neighborhoods of Hancock Park, Oxford Square and Los Feliz and has served as a vestry and
school board member for St. James Episcopal Church and
school, on the board of the Ebell of Los Angeles, as a local
Big Sunday Captain and a long-time member of the
Larchmont Babysitting Co-Op. Allison has two grown
sons who, after graduating from Loyola High School, now
attend Georgetown University and Boston College.
ERIN HICKEY Erin joined the Larchmont
Ledger family in March 2015. Previously, she worked as a freelancer, writing for
FLOOD Magazine and copy-editing for
Rare Bird Books, J. Ryan Stradal, and
826LA. In college, she was managing
editor of her school paper, the Union
Weekly. A native Angeleno, Erin enjoys window-shopping
on Larchmont Boulevard and prosciutto sandwiches from
Larchmont Village Wine.

SHEILA LANE Sheila has been with the
Larchmont Ledger since February 2015.
Prior to that she was a writer for an internet news program, a contributing writer
to a series of books on Hollywood legends and a development executive for
television and film companies, including
the Hallmark Hall of Fame. Sheila’s connection to the
Larchmont community stems from years of involvement
with the St. James’ Episcopal School, Operation School
Bell and Marlborough School.
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in the Valley, she has owned a triplex in
Silver Lake since 2003. She enjoys going
to flea markets, DIY home improvement
projects and fixing up vintage travel trailers.

Visit our sister publication online at LosFelizLedger.com

November Community Meetings
WILSHIRE BLVD

ROSSMORE AVE
MELROSE AVE

Libby Butler-Gluck

For editorial consideration,
send story ideas to:
acohen@larchmontledgerla.com
(323) 741-0019

LIBBY BUTLER-GLUCK is the Advertising Manager, overseeing ad sales, client
relations and management of accounts.
She resides in Los Feliz with her husband, David and daughter, Georgi. Libby’s favorite pastime is knitting (she’s
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“Tree Trimming” in Hancock Park
Hancock Park’s parkway trees are an important part of the historic
landscape of our neighborhood. In fact, our parkway trees are
specifically protected in Goal 2 of Hancock Park’s Preservation
Plan. The stated goal, which is now part of the legal ordinance that
governs our neighborhood, is: Preserve the historic streetscape
of Hancock Park, with Objective 2.1 reading: Promote the
maintenance and enhancement of the traditional streetscape and
parkways. Before removing any parkway tree Urban Forestry (the
City department responsible for tree maintenance) is required to
have their proposal reviewed by the HPOZ Board and the Office of
Historic Resources.

Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council

Mid City West Community Council

Outreach Committee
November 5th at 9 a.m.
403 N. Larchmont Boulevard

Purple Line Extension Community Meeting
November 3rd at 6 p.m.
1039 S. La Cienega Boulevard

Governing Board
November 9th at 7 p.m.
743 South Lucerne

Board of Directors
November 15th at 6:30 p.m.
543 North Fairfax Avenue

Land Use Committee
November 22nd at 6:30 p.m.
4350 Wilshire Boulevard

Planning and Land Use Committee
November 21st at 6:30 p.m.
543 North Fairfax Avenue

Olympic Park Neighborhood Council
Governing Board
November 7th at 7 p.m.
1102 Crenshaw Boulevard

So now, after years of neglect by the City, our Council Office
dedicated funding to trim Hancock Park’s parkway trees. The
Association’s Tree Committee discussed this extensively with
Urban Forestry and asked for ‘light trimming’ that wouldn’t stress
our trees. What we got was a brutal attack on our trees and the
wholesale destruction of over 40 trees; cut down even though still
healthy, with only stumps remaining which Urban Forestry then
removed within days. These trees were destroyed without review
by the HPOZ Board or the knowledge of Historic Resources.
The Association immediately demanded the work stop and will be
working with the Council Office to start over and ensure that our
remaining urban forest be better cared for and that the destroyed
trees be replaced. We’ll be pushing the Council Office and the city
to come up with a plan for replacing the destroyed trees and to hire
qualified arborists and workers to work on our trees.
Don’t forget to keep you and your family safe by locking your house,
car and activate your house alarm if you have one. Contact Officer
Dave Cordova if you are a victim of a crime and Dave can take a
crime report. Call his cell phone, 213-793-0650 or send him an
email, 31646@lapd.lacity.org with all the information, including
your name and telephone number.
Join a committee and be an active member of the Hancock
Park Community. The Association’s website is: www.
hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org. The HPOZ Preservation
Plan www.preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park regulates
our HPOZ. Contact our City Planner, Renata Dragland (renata.
dragland@lacity.org), and use the online form (http://preservation.
lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.checklist) if you plan on making
changes to the exterior of your house. Report graffiti sightings by
calling 311 or at the City’s Anti-Graffiti Request System - http://bit.
ly/1cOXua8 and by calling Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180.
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C U S TO M
MOSAIC
DESIGN

CREATING INSPIRED SPACES THAT MEET
ALL OF YOUR INTERIOR DESIGN NEEDS.
Italian Flair • Unique Materials • Ancient Methods

PIECES OF SOUL. ART FROM THE HEART.

Felicia Funderburk

Studied at The Orsoni Scuola Mosaici in Venice, Italy
and The Scoula Arte del Mosaico in Ravenna, Italy

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Complimentary Phone Consultation
FRAGMENTS MOSAIC STUDIO
www.fragmentsmosaic.com • 310-916-6673
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November Ballot: Which Are Important to You?
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
This year there are 17 statewide propositions on the November ballot ranging on issues including the death penalty, bilingual education and marijuana legalization. Are any of the propositions
particularly important to you? Why or why not?
“You know, I
only just got
my book, so I
have to read up
on all of them
because I want
to mail it [soon].” – Carol C.,
outside Flicka on Larchmont
Boulevard.
“I already voted. Let’s see. I
voted to stop
the death penalty and I voted
to keep the
plastic bag ban.” – Sheila R.,
outside Bluemercury on
Larchmont Boulevard.
“I haven’t studied all of them,
but 53 I will
vote for because
I don’t want the
state to have to
vote to use emergency funds
and I’m pro-marijuana legislation.” – Christina H., outside

November 2016

Bluemercury on Larchmont
Boulevard.
“The tobacco
one. I want that
to pass. I think
that’s 56.” –
Lance R., outside Hardwear
on Larchmont Boulevard.
“Weed. I want
it to stay medicinal only. I
just
moved
from Denver
and legalization’s made the prices of every

thing go up.” – Tony G., outside Hardwear on Larchmont Boulevard.
“Prop 64, that’s
the marijuana
one and I’m
definitely voting for that. 55
is also important. That’s the school funding
one and I’m also in favor of it.”
– Katie M., outside Lipson
Plumbing on Larchmont
Boulevard.

Sign up for

Larchmont Ledger
email updates!
Register at www.larchmontledgerla.com
or email us at: newsletter@larchmontledgerla.com

www.larchmontledgerla.com

More New Shops For Larchmont
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
LARCHMONT BOULEVARD—
is scheduled to move into the
Shopaholic Sample Sales, a
former Pickett Fences and
purveyor of discount women’s
Hans Custom Optik locations
designer
apparel,
opened
October
8th and Trina Turk,
a boutique featuring clothing by its
namesake designer,
is expected to arrive
on the street in coming months.
Shopaholic
has set up shop in
the former Growze
space. According to
manager Tina Hsiung, the Los Angeles based chain—
which also has stores
in Santa Monica
and on West 3rd
Street—has
been
trying to find a spot Shopaholic Sample Sales, which sells discount womon Larchmont for en’s designer apparel, opened its third location on
Larchmont Boulevard on October 8th.
over three years.
“We’ve always
loved the neighborhood,”
in coming months, according
said Hsiung. “[Larchmont] is
to Heather Boylston of the
a beautiful street for walking
Larchmont Village Business
and shopping and it has such a
improvement District.
great vibe and ambiance.”
Boylston said she couldn’t
The Trina Turk store—
specify an exact date when the
the latest in a chain of about a
store will open, but confirmed
dozen boutiques nationwide—
that it’s a “done deal.”

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Car Crashes into Vernetti
Restaurant
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
LARCHMONT BOULEVARD—
her head, presumably as tables
In an incident that left no
and chairs were pushed by the
one seriously hurt, a van
car’s impact, but that no one
jumped the curb in front of
was taken to the hospital.
Vernetti restaurant, headed
Calls to the Los Angeles
toward sidewalk diners and
stopped when it hit a structural beam of the restaurant on the evening of October 15th. Steve Vernetti,
chef and owner of Vernetti,
said he was grateful that
there were no major injuries
and that the restaurant sustained only minor damages.
“All the first responders who came that night
said that we were amazing- A structural beam at Vernetti restaurant
firm against impact and helped prevent
ly lucky that nothing worse held
an accident from becoming a disaster. Photo
happened,” said Vernetti. credit: Steve Vernetti.
The incident occurred
around 7 p.m. when the resPolice Dept. to confirm this
taurant had 38 diners inside
were not returned by press time.
and nine out on the sidewalk.
The couple who were in the
According to Vernetti, an
path of the van told Vernetti
elderly driver tried to park in
that despite the incident, they
a space in front of the restauenjoyed their dinner.
rant. When the driver realized
“They loved the food and
that he had not shifted gears
staff, and even wrote a Yelp reinto park, he overreacted and
view,” said Vernetti.
accidently pressed the accelVernetti estimated that
erator rather than the brake.
the material damage to the
A couple eating at a
restaurant—a few broken
Vernetti sidewalk table—that
tables, chairs, dishes, flatware
was legally placed, yet in the
and three tiles on the exterior
path of the van—heard the car
wall—was minimal.
hitting a nearby parking meter
“Maybe $2,500,” he said.
and moved to get out of the
The damage was so miniway, said Vernetti.
mal that Vernetti was able to
After the car hit the strucserve brunch the next morntural beam, Vernetti said he
ing to 140 guests.
ran out to talk to the driver.
Looking at the predomi“He was in shock,” said
nately glass exterior walls of
Vernetti. “I assured him that
his restaurant, Vernetti said
no one was under the car and
he was glad that he decided
told him to turn off the ento spend the extra $2,000 to
gine. Everyone was very gentle
make what could have been
with him.”
simply a cosmetic beam into a
Vernetti said that many
supporting beam.
police and fire vehicles came to
“There is something to
the scene and that one woman
be said for over-engineering,”
was treated for a minor cut on
said Vernetti.

Local Karate School to Host Free Women’s
Self Defense Day
Knowles Karate Academy, located on W 3rd Street
near S Wilton Place, will
host a free 2-hour seminar
on women’s self defense Saturday, November 19th from
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Attendees will learn selfdefense techniques, as well
as tips on personal safety and
awareness.
Clothing line fodada is
sponsoring the event, which
will be free of charge, but
space is limited.
Those interested in attending
should register at
knowleskarateacademy.com

Healing Hands Wellness Center
Massage Therapy

Acupuncture

Chiropractic

Wishing our Larchmont Village friends and families
a wonderful Thanksgiving.
We are so grateful to be apart of this incredible community.
!
Our biggest gift card sale of the year is around the corner.
Black Friday thru Cyber Monday
November 25th – 28th
Details will be available on our website mid-November

	

414 N. Larchmont Blvd
323-461-7876
www.healinghandswc.com

!

Follow us @hlnghands

if the grass is always greener,

you’re doing
itwishes
wrong.
the drop
they
water your
yardall
twice
could
be

a week
max.
landscapes.
California - friendly
trade in your lawn

for a beautiful

california-friendly garden
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Councilmember Ryu’s Father Dies of Heart Attack
By Allison B. Cohen
Los Angeles City Councilmember David Ryu’s father
died October 17th of a heart
attack, according to Estevan
Montemayor, Ryu’s spokesperson.
Eul Chul Ryu, 70, was
born December 26, 1945 in
Chung Chun Bok Do.
In 1974, he married Michelle Won Chung Ryu in
Seoul, South Korea and together raised three children:
Joseph 30, Esther, 32 and David, 41.
Eul Chul earned a Bachelors of Science in Sociology
from Seoul National University and a Masters in Sociology
from Hongik University. He
taught civics and sociology at
various high schools in South
Korea.
“My father spent his career
as a teacher because he was an
intellectual at heart who valued understanding the world
in which we live and wanted to
share that with his many students,” said Ryu in a statement.
“Growing up, he instilled that
same value in me.”
Eul Chul and his wife immigrated to the United States
in 1980. At that time, El Chul

MURDER from page 1

The victim was transported to a local hospital where he
was pronounced dead.
The suspect, Erick Antonio Hernandez, a fellow kitchen employee, fled the scene on
foot.
According to the Los Angeles Times, Hernandez was
later arrested on suspicion of
murder about 11 a.m. October
21st and is being held on $2
million bail.
Dirk Gaudet, president of
the Wilshire Country Club,
said in a statement that Hernandez had only been an employee at the club for approxi-
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Street Closures, Thankfully,
End Early
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

Eul Chul Ryu is pictured here on the steps of Los Angeles City Hall with wife Michelle Won Chung and son David at his son’s swearing in as a Los Angeles City
Councilmember in 2015. Photo: Allison B. Cohen.

served as editor in chief of the
Korean Street Journal Newspaper based in Los Angeles.
“He came to America,
like many immigrants, in order to give his family a better
life. I will always be grateful
for the doors of opportunity
he opened for my siblings and
me. It is the greatest honor to
be his son,” Ryu said.
Donations in Eul Chul

mately six months.
Bravo, Gaudet said, was
a well-regarded food service
server.
“[He] was a tall, gentle
young man that has been a
great asset to our Wilshire
team,” said Gaudet.
According to Gaudet, employees of the club were interviewed by homicide detectives.
“This is earth shattering
news for the entire Wilshire
family,” said Gaudet. “Our
prayers and condolences go
out to Emaneul Bravo’s family
and of course our staff, many
of whom witnessed this heinous act.”

Ryu’s name can be made to
the Korean National American Museum, 3727 W. 6th
Street, #519, Los Angeles, CA,
90020.

Advertise in the

Larchmont Ledger
(323) 644-5536

HANCOCK PARK—Weekend
street closures of Wilshire
Boulevard between La Brea
and Highland avenues due to
Purple Line subway related
construction have ended six
weeks earlier than expected.
Officials from the Los
Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(Metro) said in a statement
that along with the contractor on the project, Skanska,
Traylor and Shea, they were
able to expedite the work via
such strategies as early lane reductions on Fridays and “close
coordination” with elected officials, community stakeholders and city departments.
Street closures began June
10th, with closures of Wilshire
Boulevard from Detroit Street
to La Brea Avenue, and were
expected to continue eastward
toward Highland Avenue for 22
weekends into late November.
The work involved required excavating portions of
Wilshire Boulevard to place
concrete deck panels across the
roadway to act as a temporary
street surface while work continued underground.

Weekend street closures of Wilshire
Boulevard, such as the one pictured
above in June, were scheduled to run
through late November, but have
ended six weeks ahead of schedule.

As the last of the closures
ended on October 9th, David
Nemanpour of TLC Cleaners
& Laundry said he is hopeful
that life and business before
the disruption will get back to
normal soon.
“I haven’t seen a change
yet, but I’m going to give it
time,” he said.
Justin De Leon of Apollonia’s Pizzeria said he’s had
some issues with Metro about
a broken gas line, but was glad
to see the street closures end.
“We’re pretty excited that
we’re getting closer to business
as usual,” said De Leon.

Outreach Committee Meeting
Saturday, November 5, 9:00 a.m., at Bricks & Scones Café, 403 N. Larchmont Blvd.
Board Meeting
Wednesday, November 9, 7:00 p.m., at The Ebell of Los Angeles, 743 S. Lucerne Blvd.
Land Use Committee
Tuesday, November 22, 6:30 p.m., at Wilshire United Methodist Church, Assembly Room,
4350 Wilshire Blvd.
Transportation Committee
Monday, December 5, 7:00 p.m., at Marlborough School, 250 S. Rossmore Ave.
Sustainability Committee
Tuesday, December 13, 7:00 p.m., at Los Angeles Tennis Club, 5851 Clinton Street
www.greaterwilshire.org
Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Joe Louis: All American Hero

Necessity is the Mother of Re-Invention

By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist

By Murray Cohen, Ledger Columnist

One name that
always comes up in
the list of famous
residents of LaFayette
Square, is the legendary boxer Joe Louis.
During the 1960s,
he lived at 1711 Wellington Road, with
his third wife Martha
Jefferson, a successful
Los Angeles attorney
who was also the first
black woman to practice law in the state of
California.
Lou- Legendary boxer Joe Louis lived in LaFayette
Square with his third wife, Martha Jefferson.
is was born in 1914 in
LaFayette, Alabama.
At the age of two, his father
placed in the Special Services
died, and when his mother reDivision. He and other nomarried, the family relocated
table figures, including Sugar
to Detroit, Michigan.
Ray Robinson, traveled over
Legend has it that as a
21,000 miles holding boxing
teen, Joe Louis hid his pugilisexhibitions before two million
tic aspirations from his mother
soldiers.
by hiding his boxing gloves in
After Louis left the milihis violin case and shortening
tary, he received the Legion of
his name from Joseph Louis
Merit award. He tried a few
Barrow to Joe Louis in the
more bouts in the ring until
hope she wouldn’t hear about
he discovered he had a heart
him boxing.
condition.
At the age of 17, Louis
In addition to that, the
made his boxing debut and
IRS had tallied up a heartjust three years later in 1935,
stopping $500,000 tax bill.
he was ranked as the number
After a try at a comeback to
one contender in the heavypay off his taxes, he went to
weight division.
work at Caesars palace in Las
Two years later in 1937,
Vegas, where he brought his
Louis took the heavyweight
celebrity and glamour to the
title from James J. Braddock.
casino.
Louis’ victory was a major
Louis also loved golf and
moment in African American
when he was asked in 1952 to
history. Thousands of African
play in the San Diego Open
Americans stayed up all night
as an amateur, he became the
across the country in celebrafirst African-American to ever
tion.
do so. Louis was instrumenWhen Louis enlisted as a
tal in having the Professional
private in World War II, his
Golf Assoc. lift the “Caucacelebrity and good nature led
sians Only” clause in their
him to help the cause of variconstitution.
ous black soldiers with whom
When Louis died in 1981
he came into contact, includin Las Vegas, President Ronald
ing Jackie Robinson.
Reagan waived eligibility rules
The Army recognized
for burial at Arlington NaLouis’ potential for raising
tional Cemetery, where Louis
morale among the troops, so
was buried with full military
instead of active duty, he was
honors.

In August of
2000, I was
sitting in restaurant with a large group of
my co-workers from a tech
start-up. Like everyone else
in that room, I was giddy.
The CEO speculated that our
soon to be offered stock would
be worth $300 a share. I had
been granted 40,000 shares as
a signing bonus.
I called my wife Mary
Beth. Without missing a beat
she said, “Let’s buy that house
on Victoria Avenue.”
Three months later we
moved in and three months
after that, the dot-com boom
went kaboom. I was 50 years
old with a big mortgage and
no prospects of working again.
I licked my wounds for 18
months, then that old meany
Mary Beth insisted that I find
gainful employment. Not only
did she insist, she found me
a job—at Los Angeles High
School, just around the corner
from our new house, teaching
English as a Second Language.
This was the last thing on
earth I wanted to do, but I was
forced into it.
My first day of work was
like my first day of kindergarten—I begged not to go. I
pleaded. I threw a full-blown
Baby Huey tantrum. But the
minute I walked into that
classroom of mostly Latino
immigrants, freshly showered
after a long day of back-breaking work, my heart melted.
I saw in those students my
grandparents, Izzy and Fanny,
who emigrated to this country
as teenagers from Poland in
1901 with, quite literally, only
the tattered clothes on their
backs, who never learned to
speak English, and who seldom had “two nickels to rub
together” their entire lives.
Like my students, my
grandparents came, not to get
rich, but for the opportunity to

raise and educate their children
so that their offspring wouldn’t
have to suffer what they had suffered in the old country.
Because of them, my own
life has been filled with oppor-

“

will ambassador. I’m the guy
who says to them, every day,
through words and deed,
“Thank you for coming to
America. How can I help you
prosper so that, one day, your

I saw in those students my grandparents,
Izzy and Fanny, who emigrated to this country
as teenagers from Poland in 1901 with,
quite literally, only the tattered clothes on their
backs, who never learned to speak English,
and who seldom had “two nickels to rub
together” their entire lives.

tunity. But when I walked into
that classroom, I found more
than opportunity. I found my
purpose. I see my grandparents
in my students and myself in
their kids and grandkids.
I am not only their teacher, I’m the American good-

”

kids can take this American
dream for granted?”
Mary Beth always says,
“I’ve had at least two good
ideas in my life: the first was
to buy this house and second
was to make you a teacher.”
I thank her for both.

metro.net/bif

Metro’s Business Interruption Fund
is here to help.
The BIF Program provides financial assistance to qualifying small “mom
and pop” businesses located along Phase 1 of the Purple Line Extension
that are directly impacted by transit rail construction. Metro’s BIF is
administered as a pilot program in partnership with Pacific Coast Regional
Small Business Development Corporation (PCR).
To apply, contact Angela Winston, Program Manager at 213.739.2999 ext. 223,
or visit pcrcorp.org. For more information about Metro’s Business Interruption
Fund, visit metro.net/bif.

BUSINESSES OPEN
17-0894jp ©lacmta 2016

DURING CONSTRUCTION
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A Note to Our Readers
The most recent real estate numbers were not
yet available from data analysis firm CoreLogic
at time of publication. We apologize for the
inconvenience.
Please check larchmontledgerla.com for updates.
FERAL from page 1

ends up contaminating the
city’s water stream.
According to the city’s Animal Services Dept., about 1/3 of
the cats brought into Los Angeles shelters this past year were
euthanized. That means currently a substantial number of
feral cats are breeding, growing
their populations further.
“We would love to have
a spay and neuter program.
Right now, these cats are just
breeding out of control,” said
Brenda Barnette, the department’s general manager.
While some have scoffed

at the high price tag for such
a study, Barnette said the city
is already spending roughly
$500,000 annually on staff
managing feral cats in local
shelters.
This latest round of funding is the most recent chapter
in a contentious, years-long
struggle to determine the city’s
policy toward feral cats.
In 2005, the city had a
policy called “Trap, Neuter
and Release” (TNR), meaning after caught feral cats were
neutered they were released
back to whomever had requested the sterilization proce-

dure, like a homeowner trying
to prevent continued breeding
on their property, for example.
But they allege they
stopped those practices in
2006, due to threatened litigation from alliance of predominately local environmental
groups, who said the city did
not have proper California
Environmental Quality Act—
known as CEQA—clearances
for the program.
Of concern were the increased deaths of birds and
other wildlife due to so many
feral cats and the spread of disease—through fecal bacteria
contaminating waterways.
Although, according to
Barnette, the city stopped its
so-called TNR program in
2006, three years later, it was
successfully sued by the alliance for allegedly continuing
to run it without environmental clearances.
Soon after, the city—by
court order—was prohibited

from using funds to sterilize
feral cats. Additionally, the
court prohibited the city from
educating the public about
TNR alternatives to euthanizing cats and from holding
public meetings on feral cat
issues until the CEQA issues
were addressed.
In 2013, the city tried to
meet the court requirement
indicating it had examined the
TNR practice and found that
no further study was needed.
However, the city’s determination—known formally as a
Mitigated Negative Declaration—was met with so much
controversy that the court ordered the city to do the more
thorough study—an environmental impact report.
According to Barnette,
the litigation and the subsequent court order—which is
still in effect—keeps the city’s
hands tied from properly dealing with the issue. Currently,
the city can only direct resi-

dents to take care of the issue
themselves.
“We can’t do anything,”
said Barnette. “If you have cats
in your neighborhood that are
a nuisance, we can give you a
trapping permit and we can
even loan you traps and you
can trap the cats [on your own
private property] and turn
them in to the shelter.”
Although the $800,000
study will evaluate both the
sterilization of feral cats and
TNR options, Barnette said
that her department is not advocating TNR.
“I don’t think anyone is
recommending, at this point,
that the city operate a Trap,
Neuter and Return program,”
said Barnette. “There are plenty of rescue [groups] that do
that, plenty of private people
who even do that today....
I think it’s unlikely that we
would have the staffing or the
will to really want to operate
see FERAL page 12

Ranked #1 team at Keller Williams Larchmont 2015
Our knowledge and experience means you will have the
very best ally in your home sale or search.
Along with my incredible team we provide the highest
level of service to each and every client.

SOLD!

6867 Iris Circle | Hollywood Hills
$1,675,000. Represented Buyer

SOLD!

SOLD!

412 N. Kingsley Dr | Hancock Park
$705,000. Sold in Multiples

516 N Gardner St | Miracle Mile
$2,090,000. Sold in Multiples

SOLD!

536 N. Commonwealth | Los Feliz
$1,765,000. Sold in Multiples

www.HancockParkHome.com | info@TheKostreyCollection.com
Call us today! 310-321 4341

John Kostrey
Realtor
Brokers Associate - Attorney
C: 310-621-4341
BRE #01729039
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Katharine Deering
Realtor
C: 310-382-4908 Samantha McMillin
Realtor - Buyers Specialist
C: 310-709-6707

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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[HOUSE & HOLMES]

Flush with Ideas
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist
We have a
toilet paper
problem.
The bathroom in our 1920’s
era home is very pretty, but
it’s also diminutive and every
square inch is enveloped—the
shower, bathtub, toilet, sink
and storage shelves use all of
the space.
But our biggest problem
is the awkward location of our
toilet paper dispenser.
It requires not only the
reach of a NBA point guard,
but also the detective skills of
Robert Langdon to be able to
expose the roll concealed in
the wall behind the towel rack.
There are few things more
embarrassing than having
someone visit your rest room
and not be able to locate the
toilet paper. We have wondered why it takes guests so
long in the bathroom, and
why our boxes of “facial tissue” are fully decimated after
a dinner party. Now we know.
I was stumped about how
to solve this issue. I figured
that the towel rack had to go,
but then where would we put

wet towels? We couldn’t just
hang them in our bedroom.
I was hoping to solve this
problem on my own, without bothering my contractor
friend Dave, but no such luck.
I reached Dave on a Friday
night at a restaurant perched
high above downtown.
I explained my situation
and he thought for a moment
while sipping his lemongrass
and pomegranate martini.
“Get a toilet paper tower,”
he said.
“A what?” I asked.
“A free-standing metal
toilet paper roll holder,” answered Dave.
I let Dave get back to his
date who was nibbling garlic
snail tacos.
Dave was right. I went online and found a “tower” that’s
about 15 inches tall, holds
three rolls of T.P., and has a
dispenser at the top.
It sits out all by itself and
there is no way that anyone
can miss it. All of which once
again goes to prove, “If I can’t
figure it out—and I know that
I can’t—my friend Dave can.”

Declutter your home in time for the
holidays with

✣

Into The Light Organizing Service
(213) 247-0611
kathleen@intothelightorganizing.com

Working in the areas of Larchmont Village, Hancock Park & Windsor Square since 2002
Member-National Association of Professional Organizers

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Tired of Toxicity
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist
The other day,
Britney Spears’
old hit “Toxic” came on the
radio. I don’t love the tune, so
I quickly changed channels in
search of something more my
style.
However, the song got
me thinking about how much
toxicity we face in our lives.
This last week, I spent hours
coughing after we used a powerful cleaning product in our
home.
I heard news reports of lo-

“We have become used to accepting
toxicity, stress and sickness as a normal
part of our daily lives.”

cal power plants leaking gas
and hurricane-related floods
spreading animal waste and
toxic coal ash in the eastern
United States.
Meanwhile, the presidential
campaign—surely
the most noxious in the nation’s history—was inciting
an alarming level of anger
and hatred countrywide.
It was all enough to make me
want to run screaming into
Page 8
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the hills to live with the squirrels.
So much toxicity in our
physical and psychological
environments is damaging
not just to our bodies and our
planet, but also to our souls.
It seems to me that we
have become used to accepting toxicity, stress and sickness
as a normal part of our daily
lives—in our homes, our food,
our air and in our politics.
After a truly debilitating
election season, it will be a

relief to turn off the news for
a while and spend the holidays striving for a healthier,
cleaner and kinder world—
one in which we don’t need
to endlessly consume goods,
entertainment and energy,
one in which politicians focus
on compassion and inclusion
instead of anger and exclusion, and one in which we can
breathe in the fresh air more
fully and deeply.

Make the most of
the sunshine before
hitting the lights.
Go to SaveEnergyLA.org for rebates
and to discover more ways to save.

Advertise in the Larchmont
www.larchmontledgerla.com
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[OUT AND ABOUT]
Compiled by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
ART
Second Annual Postcard Show Last
year, Gallery 1988 invited a bunch
of artists to create postcards from
some of pop culture’s most iconic
fictional locations. There’s no word
on what artists or places will be
featured in this year’s show, but
the first edition included postcards
from The Legend of Zelda’s Hyrule
and Who Framed Roger Rabbit ’s
Ink & Paint Club. Free. Gallery 1988
(East), Fri. November 4th to Sat.
November 19th. 7021 Melrose Ave.
Information: nineteeneightyeight.
com
Monday Lunch: LACMA–More
Than A Renovation Melissa Bomes,
LACMA’s Senior Vice President
of Development discusses the
museum’s planned redesign and
answers questions. The new
LACMA building, designed by
Pritzker Prize-winning architect
Peter Zumthor, will completely
transform the footprint of the
LACMA campus and stretch over
Wilshire Boulevard. Tickets are

$35. The Ebell of Los Angeles,
Mon. November 14th, 11:30 a.m.
743 S. Lucerne Blvd. Information:
ebelleventtickets.com

BOOKS
Star Wars Art: Ralph McQuarrie
While George Lucas may have
dreamt up the Star Wars universe,
Ralph McQuarrie was the artist
who brought it to life. Now, his
concept art for the originalStar
Wars trilogy has been collected
into a giant 800-page book. The
book’s writers and editors Brandon
Alinger, Wade Lageose and David
Mandel will discuss McQuarrie’s
career and sign copies of the tome.
Barnes and Noble at the Grove,
Wed. November 9th, 7 p.m. 189 The
Grove Drive. Information: (323) 5250270, barnesandnoble.com

FILM
Mad Max: Fury Road – Black and
Chrome Edition When George
Miller’s return to the world of Mad
Max came out last year, it was in

The Wilshire Branch Library will hold a Day of the Dead themed arts and crafts day November 1st.
vibrant color and with an original
score. However, Miller claimed
he had intended for the film to be
released in stark black and white
and unaccompanied by music. Now,
Miller’s vision has been fulfilled,
and it’s a whole new ride down
the Fury Road. Tickets are $14.
Cinefamily at the Silent Movie
Theater, Tue. November 1st, 7:30
p.m. 611 N Fairfax Ave. Information:
cinefamily.org

MUSIC
Weezer Weezer’s 2016 album is
their tenth overall and fourth selftitled release. This one, referred
to as The White Album, is both a
throwback to their more rocky first
two records and a tribute to fellow
L.A. rock heroes, The Beach Boys.
Expect to hear new hits like “Thank
God For Girls,” as well as classics
like “Buddy Holly” and “Island In
The Sun.” Tickets are $60. The El
Rey, Thursday November 3rd, 9 p.m.
5515 Wilshire Blvd. Information:
theelrey.com
Sturgill Simpson Simpson is a
country singer-songwriter, but

that label is a bit too simple a
description of his sound. His cover
of Nirvana’s “In Bloom,” from his
2016 record A Sailor Guide To Earth
has become a KCRW favorite. New
York rock band The London Souls
open the show. Tickets are $35. The
Wiltern, Tue. November 15th and
Wed. November 16th, 7 p.m. 3790
Wilshire Blvd. Info: wiltern.com.

present an evening of six original
10-minute plays for a good cause.
Proceeds from the event will go
to feed the hungry. Tickets start
at $15. First Congregational
Church Of Los Angeles, Sun.
November 6th, 4 p.m. 540 S.
Commonwealth Ave. Information:
skylighttheatercompany.com

COMMUNITY

THEATER
Blood Written and directed by Obie
and Emmy nominated director
Robert Allan Ackerman, this unique
musical political thriller tells the
true story of the Japanese Tainted
Blood Scandal, a frightening tale
of corruption in which nearly 2000
Japanese hemophilia patients died
from AIDS after U.S. companies
knowingly sold contaminated
blood. Tickets start at $20. The
Complex, through Sun December
18th. 6476 Santa Monica Blvd.
Information: (323) 960-7745,
plays411.com/blood
Alimento: A Benefit For The
Hungry The Skylight Theater
Company and Art Division

Celebrate Dia De Los Muertos
The library celebrates Day of the
Dead with an afternoon of paper
skull making. Kids will be able to
customize their skulls with flowers,
glitter, markers and more. Free.
Wilshire Branch Library, Tue.
November 1st, 4 p.m. 149 N. Saint
Andrews Pl. Information: (323) 9574550, lapl.com
Cross Stitch Club Adults and teens
can learn how to cross stitch, even
if they don’t have any previous
experience. Materials will be
provided by the library. Free. Pio
Pico-Koreatown Branch Library,
Tue. November 29th, 4 p.m. 694 S.
Oxford Ave. Information: (213) 3687647, lapl.org

SETTING THE STANDARD
in Residential Security

www.120NIrvingBlvd.com

24/7 Armed Patrol & Response

• Locally owned & operated by retired
LAPD Supervisors
• Manned by active off-duty licensed
law enforcement officers
• 24-7 direct contact with patrol officer
who never leaves the area
• Responds to all alarm monitoring
companies

Call us today (866) 357-1772 • www.ssa-securitygroup.com

Open 11/6 & 11/13
Coming Soon!
4 Beds, 3 Baths in Windsor Square

(323) 810-7935
www.eileenlanza.com
eileenlanza@me.com
Larchmont Homeowner

Larchmont’s Choice!

CAL BRE # 01393915

November 2016

LIMITED OFFER:
FIRST MONTH FREE
FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS
IN THE MID-WILSHIRE AREA.
MENTION THIS AD
TO FIND OUT MORE.

Protecting Los Angeles
Neighborhoods Since 1991
www.larchmontledgerla.com
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[OUR BREAD AND BUTTER]

[THEATER REVIEW]

Water Pipes to Be Replaced
Throughout City

Going…Going…GONE! Takes Us Out to the Ball Game

By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

Set in the press box of a
Los Angeles baseball stadium,
Emmy-winning writer Ken
Levine’s new baseball drama
explores the life changing relationships between four sports
journalists during a seemingly
endless no-hitter between Los
Angeles and San Francisco.
Shana (Annie Abrams), a
beautiful, young sideline reporter, is filling in for a friend.
Big Jim (Troy Metcalf) writes
a sports blog, but dreams of
being a novelist. Los Angeles
Times sports columnist Mason
Young (Dennis Pearson) worries about losing his job in the
shrinking world of print media. Dennis (David Babich),
serving as official scorer for the
first time, is distracted by calls
from his bossy wife who wants
to buy a house he can’t afford.
The relationships between
the four characters are comedic and poignant at the same
time. The three men jab insults at one another and make
sexist remarks about Shana’s
ability to understand what is
happening on the field.
As the game goes on inning
after inning, the four experience

Slowdowns on some Los
Angeles streets may be a sign
that the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
(LADWP) has sped up the
process of replacing deteriorated pipes.
In the last year, LADWP
replaced more than 32 miles of
underground pipes surpassing
the 2015-16 goal by 20,000
feet.
The water main replacements are critical because they
produce a dramatic reduction
in leaks—enabling more water
conservation and fewer service
disruptions.
LADWP was able to
outdo this year’s water main
replacement goal in large part
because of a rate increase package approved earlier this year.
“The increase allows us to
spend $2 billion over the next
10 years with much going to
replacing pipeline and targeting infrastructure throughout
the city,” said Jesus Gonzalez
of LADWP’s water distribution division.
It’s an all out effort to stay
ahead of the city’s aging infrastructure. LADWP serves 167
billion gallons of water per
year to 681,000 service connections.
The city’s leak rate and
total water loss are better than
the industry average nationwide, but some pipes are hitting the 100-year plus range.
In recent years, news video showing water main breaks
dumping thousands of gallons
into the streets have been a
disheartening visual reminder
of what can happen if pipes
aren’t replaced.
“Every drop counts when

By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

we’re in drought conditions,
and L.A. can’t afford to let rotting pipes and bursting water
mains get in the way of conservation,” said Los Angeles
Mayor Eric Garcetti at a recent press conference.
Not all old water mains
are created equal. Only some
old mains are considered
“questionable,” meaning they
need urgent attention.
Among other factors, replacements are prioritized by
leak history and age. Basically,
the older the neighborhood,
the higher the likelihood that
area is on LADWP’s to do list.
As one of the older parts
of the city with pipe almost 90
years old, the Larchmont area
is scheduled for pipe replacement next spring in May or
June, with a completion date
expected October 2017.
“For the most part, our
crews can replace [pipe] from
one block to the next in a
month’s time,” said LADWP’s
Jesus Gonzalez.
On larger streets, such
as the current work in Silver
Lake at Sunset Boulevard and
Fountain Avenue, traffic may
be slow while one or two lanes
are shut down.
All efforts are made to
plan work during the lowest impact hours, with 9 a.m.
start times, and workers and
equipment off the streets by 3
p.m.
And because LADWP
uses durable ductile iron pipe
that will last 100 years, crews
aren’t expected to return anytime soon once the job is done.

life-changing revelations.
Playwright Ken Levine
brings his experience as a

Dennis. Troy Metcalf as the
overweight Big Jim Tabler and
Mason Young as the Times

Annie Abrams (from left), David Babich, Dennis Pearson and Troy Metcalf (at the
rear) star in playwright Ken Levine’s play, Going...Going...GONE!

writer, director and producer
of such sitcoms as M*A*S*H*,
Frasier and Wings to create snappy dialogue and fast
paced action. His expertise as
a sportscaster and former host
of the radio show Dodger Talk
brings authenticity to his characters and story.
Andrew Barnicle, longtime artistic director of the
Laguna Playhouse, draws intimate characterizations from
the four actors. Annie Abrams’
Shana is smart, sexy and sassy.
David Babich is moving
as the Xanax popping, nerdy

sportswriter are believable.
At times, the banter in this
90-minute one act play made
me feel like I was watching a
sitcom, but the overall drama
kept my interest and made me
ponder what was coming next.
Going…Going…GONE!
runs through November 6th
at The Hudson Guild Theatre,
6539 Santa Monica Boulevard, Fridays and Saturdays
at 8 p.m.; Sundays at 3 p.m.
$30. Parking in adjacent lot,
$5. (323) 960-5521 or www.
plays411.com/gone

For updates and notices in
your area, visit ladwpnews.com

FREE
ESTIMATES
& SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

You have a PC Expert in your neighborhood!

We offer a full service residential
& commercial roofer and leak specialist.
We offer Energy Star Title 24 Material.
Certified applicators with Malarkey, CertainTeed and GAF.

Since 1942  State License 386172
1015 North Gower St.  Hollywood, CA 90038
(323) 469-2981 www. supremeroofing.net

Page 10 LIFESTYLES

• Access your data everywhere, on your PC,
smartphone, tablet or in the cloud.
• Migrate your data to a new computer.
• Troubleshoot computer/smartphone problems.
• Wi-fi & networking issues.

•
•
•
•
•

iPhone, iPad, Abdroid, tablets & more.
Remote support & house calls available.
Reasonable rates.
Plain, non-technical English.
20 years of experience.

Michael@michaelmartin.net • 323-810-6453 • www.michaelmartin.net
www.larchmontledgerla.com
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[High School Sports Roundup]
By Mike Guardabascio, Special to the Ledger
Loyola High School
The Cubs’ football team
has struggled to a 3-5 start
this year (2-2 in the Mission
League) and it will be hard
to replicate last year’s special
run to the second-round of the
CIF-SS Pac-5 Division playoffs, which saw Loyola host a
playoff game on campus for
the first-time ever.
A strong finish with wins
over Alemany (October 28th)
and Sherman Oaks Notre
Dame (November 4th) would
likely mean another playoff
appearance for the Cubs.

QB Sean O’Malley is
leading Loyola with over
1,200 yards passing and nine
touchdowns, while senior
Patrick O’Reilly has rushed
for three scores. Winston
Anawalt leads the defense
with 79 tackles.
The stars of the fall for
Loyola have been the Cubs’
water polo and cross country
teams.
The Loyola XC program
is ranked No. 1 in the CIFSS’ Division 2, and recently
dominated the second Mission
League meet by sweeping with
the fastest seven finishers. David

McAndrews, Shane Bissell, Corey Kumamoto, Liam Jamieson
and Brandon Cobian were the
top five finishers for Loyola—all
five are juniors.
The Cubs’ water polo
team is No. 8 in the CIF-SS
Division 1 rankings and are
off to a 10-4 start (and a perfect 2-0 in league). The Cubs
are led by Marko Vavic, a
Youth National Team member so talented he’s played
with adult members of the
national team in the USA
Water Polo National League.
Vavic is the son of USC coach
Jovan Vavic.

Want more Ledger ?

LA High School
The Los Angeles High Romans football team has been
the talk of the LA City Section this Fall, as head coach
Eric Scott continues to have
LA High pointed in the right

direction.
When Scott took over in
2014, he inherited a Romans
team coming off a one-win
season and which hadn’t had
a winning campaign since
2007’s 6-5 record.
see SPORTS page 13

PAGE ACADEMY
Celebrating Our 108 th Year

Accelerative Learning Certified Teachers Fully Accredited
Computer Science/Fine Arts/Foreign Language
Extended Hours 6:30am to 6:30pm

Visit larchmontledgerla.com for
online-exclusive content each month,
including our monthly
“Better Know a Bartender” series.

Beverly Hills Campus

Hancock Park Campus

419 S. Robertson Blvd.,
Beverly Hills, CA 90211
Ages 2 - Grade 6

565 N. Larchmont Blvd.,
Los Angeles CA 90004
Ages 2 - Grade 8

323.272.3429

323.463.5118

pageschool.com

Meet our faculty who
make the Stratford
magic happen.

HEAD OF SCHOOL
Paul Mastin
Los Angeles Melrose Campus
Mr. Mastin has held leadership positions
at a number of private schools in the Los
Angeles area including Harvard-Westlake,
Laurence School, and Mirman School.

Join us for a Tour
Now
Enrolling
PRESCHOOL - 8TH

Meet the faculty at our new Los Angeles Melrose campus.
At Stratford, you’ll find a unique school where teachers
create a fun environment with creative, hands-on learning
that delivers superior academic results. With Stratford’s
on-going admission, students are welcomed to enroll
throughout the school year. Give your child an enriched
education where tradition meets 21st century learning.
TM

Schedule a tour today!

StratfordSchools.com/tours
Los Angeles Melrose
1200 North Cahuenga Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90038
(323) 962-3075

LS

GE

S

OF

WE S

ASSOCIAT
I

ON

www.larchmontledgerla.com

RN

Accrediting Commission
for
Schools

O

O

November 2016

@Stratford

SCH

Preschool State License: 198018875. © 2016 Stratford Schools, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Summer

TE

TM

LE

The curiosity to reach. The courage to grasp.

AND CO

L

SCHOOL NEWS Page 11

Larchmont Ledger
ZELLER from page 1

know their neighbors.”
Strategies include programming monthly events,
updating their website and
maintaining a presence on social media such as Facebook
and Instagram. Zeller said she
has already seen some results.
“We have a younger woman who just moved onto Plymouth [Boulevard],” said Zeller.
“She did some research, she
found the historical society,
she came to [an event] and she
joined on the spot, which was
great.”
Zeller said the society
plans to have a booth at the
Larchmont Family Fair October 30th with a game for

the younger historians in the
crowd.
“We will have a spinning
wheel with question such
as ‘Who lives in the Getty
House?’” on Irving Boulevard, said Zeller. (Readers: the
answer is Los Angeles Mayor
Eric Garcetti.)
However, the society’s premier event is their annual garden tour. According to Zeller,
over 300 people attended last
spring’s 12th annual tour.
“The theme was outdoor living—al fresco,” said
Zeller. “The gardens of the
[Los Angeles] mayor were
open to the public, as were
five other houses on Irving
[Boulevard]. People could

[STARGAZING]

Time to Fall Back
Anthony Cook, Ledger Columnist
Darkness will
seem to fall
early after the return of Standard Time on November 6th.
On that morning, 1:59 a.m.,
Pacific Daylight Time will
be followed by 1 a.m., Pacific
Standard Time. Sunrise will
move from 6:22 p.m. on the
6th to 5:21 p.m. on the 7th because of setting the clock back
one hour.
Venus is the brilliant planet in the southwest sky after
sunset. Planet Saturn, golden
in hue, is the object close to
Venus early in the month, but
will appear farther from and
lower to the right of Venus as
the month goes on, and will
disappear into the bright twilight by about the 23rd.
Orange planet Mars is the
moderately bright object on
the other side of Venus, along
the imaginary line extended
from Saturn through Venus

and higher in the south-southwest. All of the evening planets set before 9:00 p.m., Pacific
Standard Time.
The bright planet Jupiter gleams from the eastern
horizon by 4:00 a.m. at midmonth, and is high in the
southeast before sunrise.
The Moon is first quarter
on the 7th, full on the 14th, last
quarter on the 21st and new on
the 29th. It will appear close to
Venus on the 2nd, Saturn on the
3rd and Jupiter on the mornings
of the 24th and 25th.
The full moon occurs only
three days before the Leonid
meteor shower, which reaches
its maximum before dawn on
the 17th. This year’s shower is
only expected to trickle out a
dozen meteors per hour, but
even that poor showing will
mostly be drowned out by the
glare of the waning gibbous
moon.

walk up and down the streets
and see all these gardens with
food and wine in each of the
gardens.”
Zeller said the event is
more than a social gathering;
it’s a major fundraiser.
“We earmark a project
every year to support with the
proceeds from the event,” said
Zeller.
This year, close to $17,000
will go to the Wilshire Division police station on Venice Boulevard to redo their
landscaping. In past years,
funds have gone toward the
Larchmont Boulevard traffic
median and John Burroughs
Middle School, on South McCadden Place.
Alongside the social
events, the historical society
has an archive rich with information. Zeller said that when
she is approached by homeowners who want to restore
their homes to their original
grandeur, she directs them toward the society’s files.
“We have a have a lot of
research that members have
done,” said Zeller. “They’ve
gone down to city hall, they’ve
gone through the records and
they have original pictures.”
Myrna Robin Gintel,
head of membership for the
society, said she believes Zeller
is leading the organization in
the right direction.
“I think she’s doing a terrific job,” said Gintel. “She’s
bringing in new members and
bringing a new energy that
we’re really looking forward
to sharing with the rest of the
community.”

FERAL from page 7

ourselves a TNR program.”
Barnette said her department needs to see the results
of the study before it can recommend one program over
another.
Phyllis Daugherty, a Los
Angeles based animal activist
with the non-profit Animal Issues Movement is opposed to
the city spending funds for the
study.
“There is absolutely no
reason to spend $800,000 for

meeting last April, Los Angeles City Councilmember, Paul
Krekorian said it was “ludicrous” that the city was being forced to do an extensive
environmental impact report
to neuter cats and was taken
aback by the cost.
“I just need to understand
how a consultant with a straight
face proposes that they’re entitled to five $100,000 a year
employees for a full year to assess the environmental impact
of neutering cats,” Krekorian

When first faced with a $500,000 request for
such a study during a Los Angeles City Council
sub-committee meeting last April, Los Angeles
City Councilmember, Paul Krekorian said it was
“ludicrous” that the city was being forced to do
an extensive environmental impact report to
neuter cats and was taken aback by the cost.
a report as to whether tons of
cat feces left in the street and
private yards will have a negative impact on the environment,” said Daugherty.
According to Daugherty,
70% of the feral cat population would have to be sterilized to see a significant decrease in the population. She
is opposed, she said, to a plan
that she feels cannot work.
“Spending millions of dollars to alter a small percentage
of feral cats in the street will
not impact the feral cat problem,” she said.
When first faced with a
$500,000 request for such a
study during a Los Angeles
City Council sub-committee

said at the time.
When told the actual total
was $800,000, as $300,000
had previously been approved
for the study the prior year, he
remarked, “Oh dear God.”
Ultimately, however, the
city approved the line item
after Barnette submitted a
breakdown of the costs.
“I think that there were
a number of [city councilmembers] who realized that
even though it’s a big ticket
item on the front end,” said
Barnette, “when they really
thought about it, they realized that down the road it
could be a cost savings for
the city.”

JOIN US!

TOURS AND INFORMATION SESSIONS

PRESCHOOL - MIDDLE SCHOOL (LEVEL 8)
By Appointment through Fall and Winter

Our graduates are confident, resilient, globally aware,
and well prepared for success in an
increasingly changing and interconnected world.
Schedule your Visit:

www.turningpointschool.org/visit
8780 National Blvd. | Culver City, CA | (310) 841-2505
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That question was brought
to the forefront again when
her teenage cousin was critically injured in a traffic accident by Oakwood School, in
North Hollywood, in June of
2014.
“Fortunately, the Oakwood community gathered
forces,” said Hill, “but I
thought, ‘What does somebody else do who doesn’t have
that network of support?’”
The answer can be grim.
According to a 2015
study by the Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute in Boston,
1/3 of their families whose
children were being treated
for cancer faced food, housing or energy insecurity and
1/4 lost more than 40%
of household income six
months into treatment. In
addition, there was a correlation found between children
in low-income families and
poorer outcomes.
Here in Los Angeles,
HoldYou, which was founded
last year, now is offered at
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, Northridge Hospital
Medical Center and Mattel
Children’s Hospital UCLA.
Social workers identify
families with critically ill
or injured children most in
need of financial help with
non-medical expenses such
as mortgage payments, utilities, groceries, gas, childcare
and other urgent expenses.
After filling out an application for the family, attaching
any outstanding bills, HoldYou does its best to meet
those needs.
“The reaction,” Hill said
the hospitals had when she
first explained the program,
“was, ‘Thank you. We need
you. Please.’”
Hill said she has since
discovered how deep the need
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was for an organization like
hers, and how few there actually are.
“There’s a real void,” said
Hill. “It’s almost a bigger void
than I realized.”
Sometimes, Hill said, the
“urgent” in “urgent expenses”
can really mean “immediate.”
“A social worker once
emailed me at 5:30 p.m.,”
said Hill. “[She wrote] ‘Oh
my God, I’m so sorry to send
you this so late. This mom just
told me that her electricity is
getting turned off tonight….
Here’s the application. Can
you help me?’ Five minutes
later, I emailed her back and
said, ‘It’s been paid.’ [The client] was a single mom with
three kids at home and an infant with liver disease waiting
for a transplant.”
Hill said that by taking
care of the material hardship
of these families, parents can
spend more time with—and
focus better—on their hospitalized child.
“The kids do better when
their parents are there,” said
Hill. “You need a parent advocate—someone who can answer a doctor’s questions.”
Moreover, Hill said, as
some of these parents are monitoring their child in between
hospital visits for life-saving
treatments, they need to be
concentrating on their child,
not financial concerns.
Nancy Hayes, manager of
clinical social work at Mattel
Children’s Hospital UCLA,
said that families who receive
aid from HoldYou are grateful that someone understands
their position.
“The relief and gratitude
of parents when they learn
of this assistance is tremendous,” said Hayes. “Kindness
from people who have never
even met them, but who get
what they’re going through,

is very helpful not only with
practical needs, but in sustaining hope during a very
difficult time.”
Since starting HoldYou
last November, Hill and her
board of professionals and advisors have served 22 families.
The amount of aid given to
any one family is dictated by
need and by the evolving budget of HoldYou.
The start-up foundation
has already received donations from individual donors, family foundations and
corporate sponsors, but Hill
is constantly exploring ways
to grow the foundation with
more skilled people and new
resources.
“We just want to do
more,” said Hill.
Hill hopes that the Kids
Holding Kids event, similar
to other events the foundation
has held, will grow awareness
of HoldYou and put a spotlight on the needs of families
in medical and financial crisis. In addition, she said she
believes the resulting artwork
will raise the spirits of her
young beneficiaries.
“I just think it will be nice
for them to see that other kids
care about them,” said Hill,
“and believe that they will get
better.”
Kids Holding Kids: An Art
Party Fundraiser, Saturday,
November 5th, 2 p.m. - 5
p.m., Art Works Studio &
Classroom, 660 N. Larchmont Boulevard, Suggested
Donation $20. For more
info, visit holdyou.org

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Over the last 2 1/2 years
under Scott, the Romans’
overall record is 29-5-1 and
they’re coming off a Coliseum
League title and a loss in the
LA City Section Division II
championship game last year.
This season, the Romans
started 5-2 and have only
lost narrow contests to stateranked Narbonne (13-6) and
Dorsey (21-20).
The Romans will host
their Homecoming celebration October 28th against
Locke.
Marlborough
The Mustangs’ girls volleyball and girls tennis teams
are having solid seasons, but
no team on campus have seen
more drama than the Marlborough girls cross country
squad.
In the first Sunshine
League meet of the year, Marlborough tied with Louisville
and lost the tiebreaker, as Louisville had the fastest sixthplace finisher.
Then on October 12th in
the second league meet of the
year, the Mustangs bounced
back to top Louisville, 3033, with four Marlborough
runners in the top eight finishers.
Freshman Emma Holt
finished first (19:40.51) followed by Nina Rhone (third),
Kelsey Warren (sixth), and
Kate Holt (eighth).
Coach Jimmie Grant is
hoping to lead his team to a
ninth league title on Novem-

ber 2nd at the league finals
meet at Crescenta Valley Park
at 3 p.m.
Campbell Hall
The Vikings’ football
team has been conquering the
competition this year and is
ranked No. 3 in the CIF-SS’
Division 13.
The Vikings started the
year 7-0 before picking up
their first loss to Brentwood,
24-15.
QB Lucas Bahner had 10
touchdowns in the first three
weeks of the season.
With a final-week bye upcoming, the Vikings will await
their draw in the playoffs.
Westridge
Ranked No. 4 in the CIFSS Division 4, Otto Lacayo’s
Tigers girls volleyball team is
off to a 21-4 start.
An 8-1 league mark has
them in contention for a Prep
League title, as well as a good
draw in the Division 4 playoffs, with brackets set to be
released in two weeks.
Immaculate Heart
High School
The Pandas haven’t had
the most memorable fall,
with the volleyball team off
to a 4-12 start and the tennis
team at 4-6 according to the
school’s website.
Mike Guardabascio is the
Prep Sports Editor for the
Long Beach Press-Telegram
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[CITIZENS OF THE
WORLD]

5th Graders
Help Plan
Assemblies
By Quinton Palmer,
5th grade
I went to my
first Assembly
Leadership
Committee meeting
on Thursday.
ALC is a new
group at CWC Hollywood
that helps to plan for assemblies at school. ALC members
perform in skits as part of the
presentations. We met after
school and discussed the Halloween skit for this year’s allschool meeting. So many people had good ideas for the skit!
Coach Jessie, CWC
Hollywood’s
social/emotional coach, is in charge of
the 8-student group, all 5th
graders.
At the meeting with
my committee, we reviewed
and analyzed our “Halloween miracle” play from last
school year. That skit was
about being positive, giving
and generosity. We are all
working hard to find a new
idea for this year’s assemblies. I am so excited to get
to do something on stage!
I wanted to sign up the
moment I heard about the new
program. We will also plan a
presentation for the walkathon
pep rally this year.
There are other opportunities to help the school.
Our junior coach program
lets kids help out after recess and other times in the
day. You can also sign up to
be a green captain and work
to make the school more
eco-friendly. Wow!

[BRAWERMAN EAST]

4th Grade
Brings Fun and
Work
By Jesse Wintner and
Clara Davidson, 4th grade

So far Grade 4 has turned
out to be a lot of fun, but also
a lot more work. We have already had a math test on addition, subtraction, estimation,
and rounding, but luckily it
wasn’t too hard. We are also
doing grammar review, which
can get a little boring, but
it’s fun when we get to play
a grammar computer game
called “Fling the Teacher.”
We also get to play computer
games in math class. They
help us practice what we learn,
and they’re actually really fun.
We also had a lot of fun in
art class when we made Hamsa
hands out of clay. Our teacher
put them in the kiln, which
is like a big oven for clay. We
glued our Hamsa hands to
canvases and then painted the
canvases and decorated them
with beads.
Another fun thing we did
this month was programming
Spheros in our Innovations
class. Spheros are little robots
in the shape of a sphere that
roll around on the floor like
remote-controlled cars. We
got to program the Sphero robots ourselves and lead them
through an obstacle course.
The most fun we’ve had all
year was getting to race them
all against each other down
the hallway.

[TURNING POINT]

[HOLLYWOOD
SCHOOLHOUSE]

Beach Science and a
Carpool Challenge

Outdoor
Education

By Jack Beiley, 7th grade

By Max Rubin, 6th grade
This year at
the
Hollywood Schoolhouse,
our
fifth and sixth
grade classes
went to Big
Bear for our annual three-day
and two-night Outdoor Education trip.
The purpose of Outdoor
Education is to take a short
break from our traditional
classroom learning and go out
into the world to strengthen
our community through team
building activities.
Some
“challenge
by
choice” options we participated in were: rock climbing,
high ropes courses, archery,
field games, and soccer. We
also had the option to play
gaga ball, a game where you
need to eliminate all other
players around you.
The food was very delicious!
There were pancakes, eggs,
chicken nuggets, sausages, and
an endless supply of hot chocolate! There were also vegetarian,
vegan, and kosher options.
Outdoor Ed. was a great
bonding opportunity for students to become even better
friends with each other, as
well as our teachers. Over the
course of the trip, my peers
and I faced our fears, cooperated as a team, learned to trust
one another even more, and
overall, had an amazing time.

This month
was a fun-filled month for
Turning Point School. It began with Back to School
Night, where our parents got
to meet all of the teachers and
sit in on some of our classes.
Then came the annual Back to
School Picnic, which was an
exciting day where all of the
Turning Point School families
came together to enjoy games,
food, and music.
Recently, the 7th grade
headed to Malibu with their
Environmental Studies class
to participate in a “Sandy
Beach Monitoring” program.
Students spent the day as scientists, collecting samples
and data to take back and
share with other students in
the statewide program called
LIMPETS. 7th grader, Ga-

briel Ziering, said that one of
his favorite parts of the day
was “when we were digging
for sand crabs to analyze and
study.”
Coming up this month
is our Carpool Challenge,
which is a favorite for all students. Each time a student
carpools, walks, bikes, etc.
to school, they will receive a
raffle ticket. At the end of the
month, the winning raffle
tickets will be selected at an
all-school assembly and the
lucky students will “win big”
for their entire grade with
prizes like a “no homework”
night, extra recess, and even
a waffle party. It’s a great
competition and one of the
students’ favorites. (I’m personally rooting for the 7th
graders!)

Want to see your school
in the

Ledger’s

Student Reports section?
Call Erin at (323) 741-0019

IMMACULATE HEART
For Girls Grades 6-12

“Educating the Hearts & Minds of Young Women Since 1906”

Academic Playday for 8th Graders
Saturday, November 12, 2016
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Middle School Open House
Saturday, December 3, 2016

High School Open House
Sunday, December 4, 2016

Open House events begin at 1 p.m.

5515 Franklin Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90028
(323) 461-3651 Y www.immaculateheart.org
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[GIRLS ACADEMIC
LEADERSHIP ACADEMY]

Students Build
Robots and
Produce TED
Talks
By Yvenie Joseph, 9th grade
Fifteen GALA girls were invited to hear the U.S Secretary of Education speak
at
Mount
Saint Mary’s
College last
month.
G A L A
students and staff also attended a “Women in STEM”
symposium at Mayor Eric
Garcetti›s residence.
In 6th grade Computer
Science, students are learning
to type and are building a robot. In 9th grade Computer
Science, students are building
websites in collaboration with
students in India.
In 6th and 9th grade
P.E., the girls are learning
ballet terminology and techniques. The girls are also
learning social line dances as
a way to dance for fun and
fitness with their families
and friends.
In Leadership, students
are selling snacks and have
started a recycling program at
our school. They are also planning a Fall Festival.
In 6th grade Math, students are learning fractions.
In English, the 6th graders
are writing personal narratives and in Earth Science,
they are learning about
rocks.
In 9th grade Biology, students are doing a project on biome ecosystems. In 9th grade
English, students are studying and producing their own
TED Talks.
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[IMMACULATE HEART]

[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

An Active Autumn

A Kid Is a Terrible Thing to Waste

By Lauren Berger ’18

By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

Bustling along
the sidewalks
and surging past traffic, those
participating in Immaculate
Heart’s annual WALK event
will fill the usually empty
foothills of Los Feliz on November 4th. The school’s largest fundraiser, our beloved IH
WALK marches for its 43rd
year this fall!
High school and middle
school Pandas alike are sponsored by generous WALK
donations from families and
friends. In past years, these
contributions have benefited
Immaculate Heart in a variety
of ways, such as the purchase
of school vans and campus
water-filling stations, as well
as the recent installation of
air-conditioning in the school
auditorium. Proceeds from
this year’s WALK will be used
for new turf on our ball field.
Sporting WALK-themed
gear, students and faculty
suit up in annual, studentdesigned bags, shirts, and
sweatshirts. This year, look for
excited (and later exhausted)
young women in powder blue
t-shirts either jogging or trekking through Los Feliz streets
throughout the morning and
early afternoon. After such a
workout, students will rejoice
on the campus quad with wellearned barbeque and dancing.
Also right around the
corner, Immaculate Heart’s
theater group, The Genesian
Players, will present its first
of two major productions of
the 2016-2017 school year. In
keeping with the spirit of Halloween, this fall the Genesians
will stage the musical comedy
The Addams Family. The production opens Thursday, No-

vember 10th, at 7:30 p.m. and
continues at the same time
Friday and Saturday evenings,
November 11th and 12th,
with a 2 p.m. matinee on Sunday, November 13th. The public is invited.
Additionally,
IHHS’s
Mock Trial teams face off in
their first competitive rounds
in early November. The high
school will have two competing teams this year, as well as
one from the middle school.
Student teams will square off
by simulating a realistic trial
in the courtrooms of downtown with a verified judge.
Immaculate Heart looks
forward to a bountiful Harvest Season as it also welcomes
prospective freshmen to its
campus on Saturday, November 12th, for our Academic
Playday for Eighth Graders.
Those participating in the
event will enjoy an informal
morning of fun and games as
they get to tour the campus
and meet with faculty in the
high school’s departments.
Those interested in attending
should contact Immaculate
Heart’s admissions office.
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Malcolm Gladwell is an
anomaly in the rather small
sphere of modern writers who
have achieved rock-star status.
His best-known works like
The Tipping Point and Outliers have reached a surprisingly
huge audience given the slightly heady nature of his writing.
Gladwell is also the creator/host of the podcast Revisionist History. I recently
listened to an episode entitled
“Carlos Doesn’t Remember,”
which was at once shocking,
illuminating, and heartbreaking. Every parent should listen
to it.
Without
giving
too
much away, the episode talks
about “capitalization” which
Gladwell defines as “the percentage of people in any group
who are able to reach [or capitalize on] their potential.”
From the beginning, he
says, “Americans have told
themselves that they’re really
good at capitalization…any
kid can grow up to become

president.” He then goes on to
prove that that assumption is
completely and utterly wrong.
As a society, our capitalization rates are shockingly
low and Gladwell explains
why. He starts with a tough
question: “Is the system geared
to serve the poor smart kid, or
the rich smart kid?”
Gladwell introduces
listeners to Carlos, a gifted
Hispanic student who was
“rescued” from a desperately
low-income community. His
rescuer was Eric Eisner, a
rich, white, former entertainment attorney who started a
non-profit called YES. Eisner
scouts for talented, promising
kids like Carlos and then uses
his connections to get them
into private schools.
Gladwell describes Carlos as a “really, really gifted
kid,” but also says, “It’s almost
impossible to imagine Carlos making it into the fancy
school without Eric.… In order for the system to work, for
the poor smart kid to make
it up the ladder, he needs an
advocate—and not just an
ordinary advocate—a highpowered guy with lots of connections who can get you in
and watch over you.”
Gladwell then leaves us
with the question that if capitalization requires an Eric Eisner, how many Eric Eisners are
out there? And what happens
to the kids who don’t have an
Eric Eisner in their lives?
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EXPERT SERVICE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.
www.coregroupla.com
IN ESCROW

IN ESCROW

3042 HOLLYCREST PL|LAKE HOLLYWOOD|$1,199,000 642 N. GRAMERCY PL| LARCHMONT | $939,000
2 Bed/ 2 Bath+ Pool. Sparkling, sophisticated mid-century home
in Hollywood Knolls / Lake Hollywood. www.3042hollycrest.com

3 Bed/ 3 Bath. Sleek, modern, warm & trendy, this 3 story townhouse has 9 ft ceilings, open floor plan and is close to everything.

SOLD

FOR SALE

4400 AMBROSE AVE.|LOS FELIZ | $1,295,000

101 S. LARCHMONT BL| LARCHMONT | $2,295,000

3 Bed/ 2 Bath + Pool. Dazzling, artistic, unique trophy hacienda
in the heart of Los Feliz Village. www.4400Ambrose.com

3 Bed/ 4 Bath+ Guest House. Private, resort-like, sophisticated
Mediterranean villa in Larchmont center. 101SouthLarchmont.com

Neighborhood Real Estate Statistics

$ per Sq Ft

Houses sold in HANCOCK PARK | LARCHMONT| WINDSOR SQUARE| BROOKSIDE
& Immediate surrounding areas
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*Number of homes sold is down 3.6% year to date .
*Number of homes sold over $3M is up 26% year to date.
*The market remains robust with many homes selling in
multiple offers when homes are priced properly. Homes
that are overprices will sit on the market indefinitely as the
market has become more sophisticated.

2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016 YTD

233
219
221
251
221
224
278
283
278
268
203

2,494
2,440
2,284
2,135
2,702
2,684
2,716
2,701
2,673
2,631
2,742

$1,373
$1,365
$1,181
$840
$1,205
$1,161
$1,167
$1,388
$1,525
$1,615
$1,744

$551
$559
$517
$393
$446
$433
$430
$514
$571
$616
$636

56
67
77
97
87
81
81
58
60
56
57

Housing market in this area is up 13.8% on price per sq. ft. basis since
the height of the market prior to the Great Recession.

Pete Buonocore 323.762.2561
pete@coregroupla.com
www.coregroupla.com
BRE# 01279107

Keller Williams Larchmont
118 N. Larchmont Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90004
BRE# 01870534

