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Paramount Bows to Neighborhood 
Concerns
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

HOLLYWOOD—Paramount 
Pictures’ master plan to 
modernize its Melrose Av-
enue facilities and six adjacent 
properties over the next two 
decades cleared a significant 
hurdle with city authorities in 
July, but only after modifica-
tions were made that included 
changing key elements that 
troubled neighborhood orga-

nizations. 
Plans for a 240 foot—ap-

proximately 15 stories—office 
building, digital signage on 
the street frontage of Melrose 
Avenue, Gower Street and Van 
Ness Avenue and the use of 
supergraphics—signs that can 
be many stories tall—were all 
struck down by the Los An-

see PARAMOUNT page 9see BMO page 6see FORD page 5

Paramount Pictures’ plan for digital signs to replace their conventional signs 
was struck down by the Los Angeles City Planning Commission.

City Tweaks
“Mansionza-
tion” Rules
By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer

The majority of proposed 
revisions to a pair of ordinanc-
es designed to curb “mansion-
ization”—the razing or major 
remodeling of a smaller house 
to create a larger structure 
that is out of scale with the 
surrounding neighborhood—
were approved on July 14th by 
the Los Angeles City Planning 
Commission.

Together, the revisions 
intend to close loopholes in 
the city’s current baseline 
mansionization hillside ordi-
nances. Without them, the or-
dinances contain bonuses and 
exemptions—regarding what 
is to be included in the total 
square footage of a project— 
that can actually encourage 
larger overall structures.  

Larchmont 
Rents Among 
L.A.’s Priciest 
By Sheila Lane and
Allison B. Cohen

LARCHMONT BLVD.—Cur-
rent retail rents between Bev-
erly Boulevard and 1st Street, 
the heart of Larchmont Bou-
levard, are among the highest 
in Los Angeles, and far higher 
than such places as Westwood, 
Los Feliz, Pacific Palisades and 
even Brentwood Village, ac-
cording to real estate experts.

“[They are] on par” with 
very high-end retail streets, 
said David Passman, of the 
Passman Group, a commer-
cial real estate brokerage out 
of Beverly Hills. “But, they are 
not as high as Santa Monica’s 
Third Street Promenade or 
Rodeo Drive.” 

According to an analysis 
see RENTS page 6see HOMELESS page 5

GEHRY DESIGNED—A hearing before the city’s planning commission is scheduled for July 28th regarding 8150 Sunset, a five-
building, 334,000 square-foot residential and retail mixed-use complex (pictured above) proposed for Sunset and Crescent 
Heights boulevards. See “8150 SUNSET” on page 2.

Ford Theatres Hitting the 
Hiking Trail
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

HOLLYWOOD—The John An-
son Ford Theatres re-opened 
to the public July 8th after a 
four-year renovation that re-

quired the complex to close for 
almost two years.

At a cost of $65.8 million 

Funding is being sought for a ¾ mile trail surrounding the Ford Theaters located 
in the Cahuenga Pass that would give hikers views of the Hollywood sign and 
the Hollywood Bowl.
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[ELECTION MEASuRE 
ANALYSIS]

Homeless Bond
Half-Baked, 
Lacking Critical 
Services
By Andrew Murphy Davis
Ledger Contributing Writer

A much-hyped $1.2 bil-
lion city plan to build housing 
for the homeless lacks crucial 
funding for social services that 
keep people off the streets. It 
is also not clear how the city 
expects to convince homeless 
individuals to move into the 
new housing units.

The plan will appear on 
the November ballot, request-
ing voter approval for the city 
to issue $1.2 billion in munici-
pal bonds that will primarily 
finance 7,000-10,000 perma-
nent supportive housing units.

FORD THEATRE
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Keeping Development from 
Overwhelming Our Neighborhood

No one needs reminding that the revitalization of Hollywood has 
moved south to the borders of Hancock Park.  Now the sleepy 
Melrose border is alive with new construction and Wilshire 
Blvd.’s Miracle Mile is changing its character from primarily low 
impact business offices to condominiums and other housing.  
Growth can be a benefit for everyone, but and that’s where 
we are now … but … without thoughtful input from neighbors, 
fair and appropriate regulation and enforcement of the law 
developers will build, leave and stick us with the mess.

The Association has been working with other neighborhood 
groups on mitigating the impact of two large developments 
on Hancock Park’s border.  The Farmer’s Insurance property 
on Wilshire Blvd been sold and the new owners will build 
condominiums and houses.  The developers, working with 
neighbors, have developed a reasonable plan to balance 
this new residential activity with the surrounding residential 
neighborhoods. 

Melrose Avenue does not enjoy the same protection that 
The Park Mile Plan provides for Wilshire and the proposed 
redevelopment of the Paramount Studios property will have 
a major impact.  Paramount’s first proposal to construct new 
parking structures, a new office tower and to install electronic 
billboards creating an Electronic Sign District was not approved 
at the recent City Planning Commission meeting.  City staff, 
the Council Office, and everyone near this site were successful 
in scaling back such overwhelming development and raising 
Paramount’s contribution to traffic mitigation by $500,000.  

The work done by you, your neighbors and your Association 
show that it is possible to have constructive input into large 
developments.  Now, more than ever, it’s important that all of 
us stay aware of any proposed changes, hearing requests or 
construction in the areas surrounding Hancock Park.  Your 
participation in writing letters and attending hearings is critical 
to keeping the residential/commercial balance right for all of us.

The Association’s Committees are always looking for new 
members to so join a committee by visiting our website and be 
an active part of our community.  The HPOZ Preservation Plan 
www.preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park regulates 
our HPOZ. Contact our City Planner, Renata Dragland 
(renata.dragland@lacity.org),  and use the online form (http://
preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.checklist)  if 
you plan on making changes to the exterior of your house. 
Report graffiti sightings by calling 311 or at the City’s Anti-
Graffiti Request System -  http://bit.ly/1cOXua8 and by calling 
Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180.  
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Felicia Funderburk     Studied at The Orsoni Scuola Mosaici in Venice, Italy 
      and The Scoula Arte del Mosaico in Ravenna, Italy 

8150 Sunset

The Frank Gehry-de-
signed complex proposes 
rental and for-sale housing 
in two buildings—11 and 15 
stories tall—and retail, enter-
tainment and public space. 
Petitions have been filed with 
the city by the activist group 
Fix the City as well as by the 
city of West Hollywood. The 
project lies completely within 
Los Angeles City Council-
member David Ryu’s dis-
trict. Some constituents have 
said they are watching Ryu 
closely to see how he handles 
the project, which they say is 
too tall, too large and out of 
scale with the surrounding 

neighborhood. Ryu said in 
an interview he’s been work-
ing with developers Town-
scape Partners, but has thus 
far not been able to see any 
compromise on the design 
from them. “It’s not look-
ing good. I am a little disap-
pointed with the developer,” 
Ryu said. “It looks like I am 
going to have to come down 
hard. [The project] is too big 
and too high.” According to 
a Townscape Partners repre-
sentative, the project has so 
far received input from over 
2,900 individual neighbors 
who have lent their names in 
support of the project. 

Who We Are

ALLISON B. COHEN Allison is the pub-
lisher of both the Larchmont Ledger, 
since 2015, and the Los Feliz Ledger since 
2005. She holds a Master’s Degree from 
the University of Southern California’s 
Annenberg School for Communication 
and Journalism (her theses was on local 

community newspaper development) as well as a B.A., 
also from USC, in Broadcast Journalism. Prior to starting 
the Ledger newspapers, Allison wrote for the Los Angeles 
Times, the Larchmont Chronicle and other publications. 
She has lived in the neighborhoods of Hancock Park, Ox-
ford Square and Los Feliz and has served as a vestry and 
school board member for St. James Episcopal Church and 
school, on the board of the Ebell of Los Angeles, as a local 
Big Sunday Captain and a long-time member of the 
Larchmont Babysitting Co-Op. Allison has two grown 
sons who, after graduating from Loyola High School, now 
attend Georgetown University and Boston College.

ERIN HICKEY Erin joined the Larchmont 
Ledger family in March 2015. Previous-
ly, she worked as a freelancer, writing for 
FLOOD Magazine and copy-editing for 
Rare Bird Books, J. Ryan Stradal, and 
826LA. In college, she was managing 
editor of her school paper, the Union 

Weekly. A native Angeleno, Erin enjoys window-shopping 
on Larchmont Boulevard and prosciutto sandwiches from 
Larchmont Village Wine.

SHEILA LANE Sheila has been with the 
Larchmont Ledger since February 2015. 
Prior to that she was a writer for an in-
ternet news program, a contributing 
writer to a series of books on Hollywood 
legends and a development executive for 
television and film companies, includ-

ing the Hallmark Hall of Fame.  Sheila’s connection to 
the Larchmont community stems from years of involve-
ment with the St. James’ Episcopal School, Operation 
School Bell and Marlborough School.

LIBBY BuTLER-GLuCK is the Advertis-
ing Manager, overseeing ad sales, client 
relations and management of accounts. 
She resides in Los Feliz with her hus-
band, David and daughter, Georgi. Lib-
by’s favorite pastime is knitting (she’s 
quite good at it), she loves Korean BBQ 

and when asked what her favorite color is, she says she is 
currently “obsessed with pastels.”

MARSHA SCHOEN is the Ad Sales Man-
ager and brings with her a long career of 
luxury sales, management and small 
business ownership, including being 
tasked with opening the flagship Beverly 
Hills store of Scandia Home (an exten-
sion of Scandia Down) as well as exten-

sive sales team management as manager of Pratesi Linens 
on Melrose Place. She has addition-
ally served as an interior design con-
sultant for Los Angeles based archi-
tecture and interior design firms and 
was the President and Co-Owner of 
her own Los Angeles area children’s 
apparel and bedding company, 
which were sold at various bou-
tiques—among other locations—in 
the United States. 

TIFFANY SIMS has 
been the graphic 
designer for the 
Ledger newspapers 
since 2007. She has 
a BFA in Graphic 
Design from 

UCLA. While she currently lives in 
the Valley, she has owned a triplex in 
Silver Lake since 2003. She enjoys 
going to flea markets, DIY home im-
provement projects and fixing up 
vintage travel trailers.
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[STREET LEVEL]

Hamilton Revolutionized
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

The musical Hamilton is a huge success on Broadway. The musical, about the life of founding 
father Alexander Hamilton, has won 11 Tony awards, a Grammy and the Pulitzer Prize for Drama. 
Tickets are sold out for the foreseeable future and its cast album is the highest-charting original cast 
recording in over fifty years. The soundtrack is even the first Broadway cast album to top Billboard’s 
rap charts. So, how much do you know about Alexander Hamilton and his role in founding the 
United States?

“A lot. He was, 
as the song 
says, a bastard 
orphan who 
became an aide 
to General 

Washington and helped start 
the U. S. financial system, 
which is why he’s on the $10 
bill. There’s a joke in New 
York banking, as he founded 
the Bank of New York. It goes 
that on the day of the duel 
with Burr he said ‘Guys, I 
have to run an errand across 
the river, don’t do anything 
until I get back’ and they still 
haven’t.
 – Ted L., outside Sam’s 
Bagels on Larchmont Bou-
levard

“I knew 
nothing about 
Hamilton 
before the 
show but I’ve 
listened to the 

soundtrack a lot and I 
learned so much and want to 
know more. I had no idea 
about the Federalist Papers.” 
– Helen E., outside Jamba 
Juice on Larchmont 
Boulevard

“Zero. I’m 
from Canada. 
Does that give 
me a pass?” 
– Tammy K., 
outside 

Hardwear on Larchmont 
Boulevard

“I did not 
know anything 
about him until 
I started 
hearing about 
the show last 

year.” –Chris P., outside 
Hardwear on Larchmont 
Boulevard

“You know, I 
did very well in 
AP History, 
but I really 
don’t remember 
anything about 

Alexander Hamilton. I saw 
the performance on the 
Grammys and the show looks 
interesting, but I can’t tell you 
anything about him.” 
– Tamar M., outside Lipson 
Plumbing on Larchmont 
Boulevard

“I know he 
signed the 
Declaration of 
Independence 
and collabo-
rated with 

Lafayette to stop the advance-
ment of the British army. [Ed. 
Note: Hamilton did not sign 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.]” – Christine M., 
outside Lipson Plumbing on 
Larchmont Boulevard

Ryu Defends Recent Work Trip 
to Italy
By Allison B. Cohen

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember David Ryu (Coun-
cil District 4) spent a week 
in Italy in July, part of what’s 
being referred to as a “City 
of Los Angeles Business Ex-
change Delegation.”

Along with Ryu were 
councilmembers Joe Buscaino 
(15th Council District), Gil 
Cedillo (1st Council District), 
Mitchell Englander (12th 
Council District) as well as 
Sister Cities of Los Angeles 
President Tom Gilmore and 
two aides for Buscaino.

According to an itinerary 
provided by Ryu’s office at the 
request of the Ledger, the del-
egation had meetings with the 
Italian Trade Commission, 
the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, meetings with city of-
ficials from Ischia—a small is-
land off the coast of Naples—
as well as two events for the 
signing of a “Friendship Port” 
agreement between the city of 
Los Angeles and Palermo.

Additionally, according to 
the itinerary, the group attend-
ed the gala “opening night” of 
the Ischia Global Fest, a film 
and music festival, where they 
additionally had a screening 

by a U.S. filmmaker. 
According to Ryu spokes-

person Estevan Montemayor, 
Ryu was interested in traveling 
with the delegation because he 
“is particularly interested in 
learning more about the film 
industry in Italy, as it relates 
to distribution and placement 
of films made by independent 
filmmakers from the United 
States.”

“Any time you go out of 
the country or [visit] another 
city,” you learn new things and 
get new ideas, Ryu said in an 
interview upon his return. 

One such idea, which 
came from the trip, he said, 
was the possibility to create 
low cost scholarships for Los 
Angeles filmmakers to enable 
them to submit their work to 
film festivals in Italy and be-
yond. 

“After all, we are the en-
tertainment capital of the 
world,” he said.

Additionally, according to 
Montemayor, Ryu attend the 
trip as a learning experience, 
as he would like to, in time, 
possibly host a similar delega-
tion to South Korea to foster 

see ITALY page 4
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Find Your Career and Dream Job!
 
•	 Parents...wanting to help your son or daughter 

launch their career?  

•	 Finishing a degree and embarking on your job 
search?

•	 Changing your career path after several years 
of experience?

•	 Wanting to make a transition in your current 
industry?

 
COMPLIMENTARY Introduction Session 

with Scott Turner!
 

I have over 20+ years of combined 
corporate and academic experience 
and offer career coaching services 
tailored to your individual goals, 
lifestyle, and personal needs. 
To learn more, visit my website at: 
www.findingyourcareer.org; or call me 
to schedule your complimentary 
introductory session! (310) 486-6701.

 
#FindingYourCareer

[PEOPLE IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD]

Dete Meserve: Searching for What’s Good 
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

In a summer where the 
news has been dominated by 
shootings and terrorist attacks, 
it can become all too easy to 
lose one’s faith in humanity. 
Dete Meserve actively fights 
that inclination by searching 
out and celebrating the good 
in her work as a producer and 
novelist.

As a producer at Wind 
Dancer—a production com-
pany known for television 
shows and films such as Home 
Improvement and What Wom-
en Want—Meserve has re-
cently been named the head 
of a newly created children’s 
programming division.

 Ready, Jet, Go!—an ani-
mated show on PBS, which 
follows three kids as they learn 
about the solar system with 
their space alien friend—is the 
division’s debut production. 
The show is peppered with 
live action segments, which 
feature Dr. Amy Mainzer, an 
astrophysicist at NASA’S Jet 
Propulsion Lab.

Meserve said that Wind 
Dancer decided to produce 
the show, not only because it 
aligned with the company’s 
signature style of comedy 
that’s family friendly, but be-
cause it had an educational 
element that appealed to the 
inner “space geeks” of all in-
volved.

“We get to do comedy 
and we get to teach kids about 
space?” said Meserve. “It 
doesn’t get better than that!”

Originally from Chicago, 
Meserve came to Los Angeles 
in 1990 when she was recruit-
ed by KUSC, the University of 
Southern California’s public 
radio station.  She moved to 
a home on Lucerne Boulevard 
in Windsor Square and lived 
there with her husband Paul 
and her two sons until 1995 
when they moved to a historic 
home on Melrose Hill, just 
east of Paramount Pictures. 

A third child, a 
daughter, was 
added later.  To-
day, those chil-
dren are respec-
tively 22, 17 and 
10 years old.

Having held 
management po-
sitions at various 
public radio and 
television sta-
tions, Meserve 
was brought on 
at Wind Dancer 
to help manage 
the company’s 
growth over 15 
years ago. She 
was named a 
principal of the 
company earlier 
this year.

Despite the 
demands of ca-
reer and mother-
hood, Meserve felt compelled 
to write her first novel, Good 
Sam, which she self-published 
in 2014.

“I wanted to write a mys-
tery where instead of look-
ing for a kidnapper or a serial 
killer,” said Meserve, “we were 
looking for somebody who 
was doing good.”

In the novel, television 
news reporter Kate Bradley 
tries to find out why someone 
has left $100,000 on the front 
porches of 10 different people. 
At first, Bradley thinks it’s all 
part of a scam or hoax.

“But ultimately,” said 
Meserve, “what she realizes is 
that she’s trying to understand 
why someone would do ex-
traordinary good.”

There’s mystery and a 
love story in Good Sam, but 
not dead bodies or violence. 
This was a deliberate choice, 
Meserve said.

“I think we spend a lot 
of time in our entertainment 
focusing on people who are 
doing extraordinarily bad 

things,” said Meserve, “and 
that it seeps into our psyche....I 
think we spend so much time 
thinking about serial killers 
and not enough time think-
ing about how people can do 
good.”

As a businessperson who’s 
used to making deals with 
partners to get things done, 
Meserve said she felt comfort-
able going the self-publishing 
route.

“Why give most of the 
royalties to a publisher who is 
making all the choices?” said 
Meserve. “I get to choose who 
does my cover. I choose the 
editor....I decide how I want to 
promote my book.”

According to Meserve, 
Good Sam has sold over 
50,000 copies in paperback 
and e-book form and has been 
#1 on the Amazon Best Sellers 
lists at different times in the 
categories of Mystery, Chris-
tian Fiction, Literary Fiction 
and Romance.

In addition, she is work-
see MESERVE page 5

As a television producer and novelist, Dete Meserve, of 
Melrose Hill, seeks to explore the good and the positive 
in humanity.

economic ties.
Some of Ryu’s constitu-

ents, however, were miffed he 
would take such a trip, recall-
ing former councilmember 
Tom LaBonge’s many trips 
with Sister Cities of Los An-
geles.

“I was shocked he was in 
Italy,” said Miracle Mile Resi-
dential Assoc. President Jim 
O’Sullivan. “I would have told 
him, with the association of 
Sister Cities, you should have 
stayed away from that.”

The issue of LaBonge’s 
association with Sister Cities 
became a sore point for some 
constituents during the 2015 
campaign to replace him when 
he was termed out of office. 
Some wondered if LaBonge’s 
trips abroad were mere boon-
doggles. Additionally, it came 
to light that possibly one of 
LaBonge’s staffers was work-
ing in his office on Sister Cities 
projects while also being paid 
by another city department for 
the same work. 

Sister Cities, Los Angeles, 
was for years housed in La-
Bonge’s City Hall office suite. 
LaBonge vehemently denied 
last year that his staffer had re-
ceived double pay for the same 
work. 

But Montemayor said 
Ryu’s trip and any association 
with Sister Cities is quite dif-
ferent than that of LaBonge.

“There is a difference,” 
Montemayor said. “The prior 
council administration ran...
Sister Cities out of their of-
fice and were highly involved. 
Tom was on the board and 
raised many funds” for Sister 
Cities. “There is a huge differ-
ence between what happened 

in the prior administration 
and our relationship with Sis-
ter Cities.” 

According to Montemay-
or, each of the city’s 15 coun-
cilmembers were invited to be 
part of the delegation, which 
cost  $3,000 a piece. City of-
ficials were expected to pay 
for their own airfare. Ryu, 
Montemayor said, paid for 
his airfare using his city of-
fice holder account and the 
$3,000  participation  fee “was 
funded by donations Coun-
cilmember Ryu raised for this 
trip, through Sister Cities.” 

“Taxpayer funds were not 
used for this delegation trip,” 
Montemayor said. 

Meanwhile, some con-
stituents reported an inabil-
ity to reach Ryu while he was 
abroad, with his office saying 
only that “he is unavailable,” 
not that he was out of the 
country. 

According to Montemay-
or, the office was not trying 
to conceal Ryu’s whereabouts, 
and had in fact, disclosed he 
would be taking a trip to Italy 
the day before he departed to 
the editorial staff of Los Angeles 
Magazine.

 However, Montemayor 
said, the council office typical-
ly does not provide the coun-
cilmember’s exact location to 
inquirers by telephone. Fur-
ther, the office, he said, is on 
higher alert now due to recent 
security concerns.

“There remains a [Black 
Lives Matter] protest on the 
steps of City Hall,” Ryu said, 
“and some of my staff are a 
little rattled. These past cou-
ple of weeks have been trying 
times especially for law en-
forcement.”

ITALY from page 3

Advertise in the
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ing with a screenwriter to de-
velop Good Sam into a movie 
for the Hallmark Channel.

Meserve recently followed 
up Good Sam with its sequel, 
Perfectly Good Crime, this past 
June. In this novel, Meserve’s 
reporter investigates the big-
gest story of the year—the 
high tech theft of millions of 
dollars from the estates of the 
100 wealthiest Americans.

“There’s an ethical ques-
tion at the center of this mys-
tery,” said Meserve. “What if 
you could do a crime that end-
ed up being powerfully good?”

Kes Trestor, a fellow au-
thor and long-time friend of 
Meserve’s, said she believes she 
knows the key to Meserve’s 
success.

“She is so effective at writ-
ing novels about positive change 
in our world,” said Trestor, “be-
cause she herself strives to be 
that positive change.”

Meserve said she is begin-
ning to think about a third 

book for the series, but right 
now, she is working on a new 
project with Rachel Greco, 
a seasoned Michigan-based 
journalist of 17 years. 

“We are putting together 
a non-fiction book that is 25 
stories of real life people who 
are making positive change,” 
said Meserve. 

According to Meserve, the 
lens through which these sto-
ries will be told will focus on 
how good Samaritans get back 
far more than they give.

When asked how she 
finds the time for her writing 
alongside her demanding job 
and motherhood, Meserve 
said that she carves time out 
at night after her younger chil-
dren go to bed. 

“It’s almost kind of like 
a sacred experience for me,” 
said Meserve. “I never ap-
proach writing as ‘I have to’…
it’s ‘I want to.’  And when it 
becomes ‘I want to,’ all of us, 
the things we want to do, we 
find time for.”

MESERVE from page 4

FORD from page 1

dollars, the refurbished John 
Anson Ford Amphitheater 
and other associated renova-
tions mark the completion of 
phase one of a master plan that 
will ultimately bring new per-
formance spaces, dining areas 
and a parking structure to the 
almost 100 year-old site. 

Funding is still being 
sought for future elements of 
the plan, including a hiking 
trail that will loop behind the 
complex. Estimated at just 
over $1 million to build, the 
Ford Theatre Foundation is 
currently seeking funding for 
the trail from various sources. 

Last spring, they ap-
proached the Discretionary 
Funds Task Force of Los Ange-
les City Council District 4—an 
advisory board of community 
leaders who consider proposals 
requesting money from Coun-
cilmember David Ryu’s discre-
tionary funds—and requested 
$250,000 to meet a matching 
grant offered by the state of 
California, but a decision has 
not yet been made.

According to the Ford 
Theatre Foundation proposal, 
the ¾ mile trail—located in 
the 32-acre Los Angeles Coun-
ty regional park in which the 
Ford Theatres sit—will wind 
through a hillside covered 
with costal sage, mixed chap-
arral and sumac.

Hikers will have 360-de-
gree views of Los Angeles in-
cluding the Hollywood sign, 
the Hollywood Bowl, down-
town LA and the Pacific Ocean.

Leticia Buckley, a spokes-
person for the Ford Theaters, 
said the project will transform 
what is already a makeshift 
trail into a formal one that is 
available and accessible to the 

public all year round.
“This [county facility] is a 

huge open space in the middle 
of a major urban dense area,” 
said Buckley. “That [availabil-
ity and accessibility] is a really 
important part of this project 
for us.” 

Gerry Hans, president of 
Friends of Griffith Park, said his 
non-profit group is not opposed 
to the trail, but would like to 
have further discussions regard-
ing its environmental impacts.

“The biological surveys 
are pretty scant,” said Hans of 
the reports done for the proj-
ect’s environmental impact 
report.

Hans said that he is con-
cerned the trail will further 
inhibit wildlife connectivity 
between the two sides of the 
Cauhenga Pass and that some 
special status floral species on 
the southern portion of the 
trail may be compromised.  

Hans said he would like to 
see a downscaled version of the 
trail, which only contains the 
northern portion.

Estevan Montemayor, a 
spokesperson for councilmem-
ber Ryu, said both the Discre-
tionary Funds Task Force and 
Ryu are supportive of the hik-
ing trail proposal, but that the 
office is reviewing its options.

“We’re looking at vari-
ous ways to fund it includ-
ing discretionary funds,” said 
Montemayor, “but also explor-
ing the possibility of a private 
donation, or multiple private 
donations and also whether it 
qualifies for Quimby funds.”

Quimby funds are fees 
paid by developers that are 
used to acquire new parkland 
or fund capital improvements 
at existing recreational and 
park facilities. 

Los Angeles’s chronic 
homelessness problem has 
grown into a full-fledged pub-
lic health crisis in recent years 
as decades of underbuilding 
housing has driven up rents—
putting many low income An-
gelenos only a job loss, medi-
cal emergency, or divorce away 
from homelessness. The city’s 
homeless population swelled 
to over 25,000 in 2015.

Permanent supportive 
housing is a method for com-
bating homelessness that offers 
homeless individuals apart-
ments or private rooms in 
special housing developments 
that also provide access to 
“wrap around” or “supportive” 
services. These services include 
health care, addiction counsel-
ing, mental health treatment, 
education and job training.

“There is strong evidence 
that [permanent supportive 
housing] works, that people are 
more likely to maintain being 
housed over time,” said Joan 
Tucker, who researches home-
lessness at the RAND Corpo-
ration in Santa Monica. “The 
majority take advantage of ser-
vices that are provided and it 
saves money because people be-
ing housed are less likely to use 
emergency services.”

However, the city’s $1.2 bil-
lion plan does not finance any 
of these crucial wrap around 
services. Instead, the plan only 
provides financing to build the 
new housing developments.

“The goal is to work with 
the county  and nonprofit sec-
tor who already do this sort of 
work to get those wrap around 
services” said Rick Coca, com-
munications director for  Los 
Angeles City  Councilmember 
Jose Huizar, who helped initi-
ate the ballot measure. Huizar’s 
district includes Skid Row  in 
downtown Los Angeles. 

According to Coca, 
the city does not tradition-
ally provide supportive “wrap 
around” services, and doing 
so now would require the cre-
ation of a new bureaucracy in 
the city’s government. Instead, 
those services are traditionally 
offered by the county. 

However, the county is 
experiencing the same home-
less crisis as the city, and does 
not currently possess the nec-
essary funds to finance “wrap 
around” services for the city’s 
planned permanent supportive 
housing developments, should 
voters approve the measure.

“We need $450 million 
annually to fully address the 
problem with housing and 
supportive services,” said 
Al  Naipo, senior deputy for 
communications for Los An-
geles County Supervisor Mark 
Ridley-Thomas.

In recent months, Super-
visors have considered four 
possible taxes to close this 
$450 million gap—included 
a parcel tax, millionaire’s tax, 
sales tax and a 10% marijuana 
industry tax. 

The only one to gain trac-
tion so far has been the mari-
juana industry tax, which the 
Supervisors earlier voted to 
place on November’s county-
wide, general election ballot 
for voter approval. 

However, according to 
Naipo, at its current size, Cali-
fornia’s limited medical mari-
juana industry “is only ex-
pected to generate $13 million 
per year,” and the measure has 
little chance of being effective 
in raising revenue to combat 
homelessness unless Califor-
nians also vote to legalize the 
recreational use of marijuana.

However, on July 22, 
County Supervisor Sheila 
Kuehl introduced a new mo-
tion to stop the pot tax from 
going on the November ballot, 
due to what she called “a good 
deal of ambivalence,” about 
the measure citing, to the Los 
Angeles Times, concern from 
substance abuse providers who 
were not enthusiastic about 
the measure.

Naipo also said that the 
millionaire’s tax—which 
would add a .5% tax on all 
income above $1,000,000—
polled well with county voters 
and could provide $243 mil-
lion per year. 

However, the county does 
not possess the power to place 
this tax on the ballot for approv-
al without special action from 
the state government, and “for 
now,” Naipo said, “the governor 
has said no to that.” 

HOMELESS from page 1
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Slow getting Organized? 
Team up with a Professional! 

Home - Office - Time 

✣ 
Into The Light Organizing Service 

(213) 247-0611 
kathleen@intothelightorganizing.com   

Working throughout the L.A. area since 2002 
Member-National Association of Professional Organizers 

 

 
	  

The revisions proposed by 
the Los Angeles Dept. of City 
Planning covered a range of 
topics in response to feedback 
from previous public hearings. 
However, the issue that was 
most contentious at the July 

hearing was whether a garage 
should be included when cal-
culating the full square foot-
age of a house. 

Originally, the revisions 
stated that a garage should be 
excluded, however many pub-
lic speakers spoke out against 
this provision. 

Ultimately, the commis-
sion came up with a com-
promise where 400 square 

feet of a garage will not be 
included if it is detached or 
at the rear of a house. Ad-
ditionally, the commission 
determined that 200 square 
feet of an attached garage in 
the front of a home would 
not count towards its total 

square footage. 
The revisions will next be 

considered by the City Coun-
cil’s Planning and Land Use 
Committee, then they will go 
on to the full City Council for 
final approval.

For details on the code 
amendment, go to preser-
vation.lacity.org and click 
“Neighborhood Conserva-
tion,” then “Updates.”

BMO from page 1

Revisions to the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance seek to halt out of scale 
structures in neighborhoods zoned for single-family homes, like this building 
under construction on N. Arden Boulevard.

by Loop.net, a commercial 
real estate website, the average 
asking rental rate in Los An-
geles is $2.66 per square foot. 

Current leases per square 
foot in Santa Monica are rang-
ing from $5.50 to $15.50—
which includes Third Street 
Promenade, while those in 
Westwood are at about $4.50 
per square foot. 

Other retail areas, such 
as Brentwood, Los Feliz and 
Pacific Palisades, are currently 
listing on average at $4.90 per 
square foot.

But one storefront on 
Larchmont Boulevard is cur-
rently listing for nearly $8.50 
a square foot. 

“That’s about right,” Pass-
man said. “Between Beverly 
and 1st you can get well over 
$10 a foot [and] even in the 
low teens for smaller spaces.” 

Passman confirmed what 
many locals already know, 
thanks to rising retail rents in 
the area over the last few years, 
there’s been high turnover on 
Larchmont.

“That is because you are 
seeing tenants that want to be in 
the area....They understand the 
affluent demographics [Larch-
mont] offers. It’s a great stretch 
of retail,” said Passman.

During July, however, 
there were 12 stores between 
Beverly Boulevard and 1st 
Street that were closed for 
business. With paper-covered 
windows or plywood boards 
covering their facades, these 
storefronts exemplified a street 
in transition. 

In a newsletter from the 
Larchmont Village Business 
Improvement District (LV-
BID), Tom Kneafsey, president 
of that organization, stated that 
most of the vacancies have al-
ready been leased and that sev-
eral companies have competed 
for the same space. 

Heather Boylston, a repre-
sentative with the LVBID, said 
that one of those new compa-
nies is beauty products retail-
er, Bluemercury. The national 
chain is owned by Macy’s and 
will open a store in the former 
Jamba Juice space.  

However, other businesses 
on the street continue to an-
nounce they are leaving.  The 
Sage Lifestyle will move out 
in coming months and Village 
Footwear—a presence on the 
boulevard for 19 years—will 
be gone by the end of July. 

Evan Veitch, Village Foot-
wear’s owner, said like many 
retailers, on-line shopping has 
taken a toll on her business. 
However, the last straw came 
when she learned that her rent 
was about to be doubled.

“My landlord has been 
very reasonable for the most 
part,” said Veitch, “but this 
has been a big jump for us and 
it just got to the point where it 
was untenable.”

Veitch declined to cite ac-
tual figures, but did say that the 
next tenant will be a bakery. 

As a merchant who once 
had two stores on the boule-
vard, Veitch said she has not 
decided whether she will re-
locate, but if she did, it would 
not be to another spot on 
Larchmont. Not only because 
she feels the rents are too high, 
but because she feels the street 
is becoming more geared to a 
younger clientele that doesn’t 
support higher end boutiques.

“We have wonderful cus-
tomers who have been really 
good to us,” said Veitch, “but 
the street is changing.”

Sage Machado of The 
Sage Lifestyle said her business 
will continue online and that a 
pop-up store or a future brick 
and mortar store may be in the 
future. 

She echoed Veitch’s senti-
ment that Larchmont Boule-
vard is changing. According to 
Machado, the street is trend-
ing toward a corporate future 
that doesn’t bode well for her 
store, which sells unique, arti-
san items.

“What people don’t un-
derstand is that it’s not only 
rent increases. Several of these 
businesses [on Larchmont] that 
have closed have actually been 
kicked out,” said Machado. 
“They’re not even given an op-
portunity to renew, because 
the landlord had bigger and 
better plans for their build-
ing—they’ve got a big corpora-
tion coming in, they’re going to 
pay three times the rent, they’re 
going to renovate the whole 
building. These are the things 
that happen when a boulevard 
starts to become desirable.”

High rents and a changing 
retail landscape are not unique 
to Larchmont Boulevard.  
Over the years, streets such as 
Abbot Kinney Boulevard in 
Venice and Robertson Boule-
vard in West Hollywood have 
seen dramatic changes in rents, 
types of businesses and the de-
mographics of their clientele. 

Currently in Pacific Pali-
sades, a stretch of Swarthmore 
Avenue is undergoing a major 
transition. According to Ar-

nie Wishnick, executive 
director of the Pacific 
Palisades Chamber of 
Commerce, the street 
languished for over a 
decade with multiple 
vacancies due to land-
lords who raised rents 
too high for many mer-
chants to pay.   

Into the void came 
Caruso Affiliated—
the developers behind 
The Grove and Ameri-
cana—with a proposed 
shopping center called 
Palisades Village. From 
the time the plans for 
the project were publi-
cally presented in 2014, 
Wishnick said the devel-

oper worked closely with the 
community to address objec-
tions and concerns. The result, 
he said, is the project earned 
widespread approval. 

“It’s been well over 11 years, 
maybe 12 years now that the 
area...was just dead. It was pret-
ty much run down,” said Wish-
nick, “That’s why we’ve support-
ed [Caruso] from day one.”  

On July 10th, the stores 
that had survived on Swarth-
more Avenue—including Lav-
ender Blue, a boutique that 
specialized in home accessories 

RENTS from page 1

see RENTS page 9

After 19 years on Larchmont Boulevard, owner 
Evan Veitch will close Village Footwear at the 
end of July.
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[HOuSE & HOLMES]

My Window to the World
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

In our new 1920s era home, 
our biggest issue is three sets 
of tall rectangular windows in 
our master bedroom.

We recently bought some 
lovely draperies to hang on new 
curtain rods. According to the 
instructions, this “simple” task 
was supposed to take “about 15 
minutes per window.”  

Seven hours, five Diet 
Cokes, and two trips to the 
store later, I proudly hung the 
curtains on the rods as night 
fell over Los Angeles.

But the dawning of our new 
bedroom decor came abruptly. 
Somewhere around 5:30 a.m., 
I realized my mistake—if you 
leave the windows open to get 
some airflow, that requires the 
curtains to be open, which 
means an early “good morning” 
from Mr. Sunshine.

Determined that there 

must be a better answer I 
called my super-contractor 
friend, Dave who was on a golf 
course winning money from 
unsuspecting duffers wagering 
with a semi-pro player. Dave 
was quick with a winning idea.

“Blinds, not curtains,” he 
said.

“What’s the difference?” I 
wondered.

“You can get blinds for 
each individual window,” 
Dave said. “You still get air 
flow and it stays pretty dark.” 

He was right. Six custom-
cut blinds later and we had a 
state-of-the-art bedroom. We 
open a few windows to allow 
airflow, but keep most of them 
closed so I can sleep past dawn.

All of which once again 
goes to prove, “If I can’t fig-
ure it out—and I know that I 
can’t—my friend Dave can.”

#1 Team
Keller Williams Larchmont 2015

info@TheKostreyCollection.com
www.HancockParkHome.com

BRE #01729039

Considering selling your home?
Call or email us today for a complimentary

market  evaluation of your property!

John Kostrey
Realtor - Brokers Associate - Attorney
C: 310-621-4341

Buyers Specialists
Samantha McMillin
Realtor - Buyers Specialist
C: 310-709-6707

Sarah McMaster
Realtor - Buyers Specialist

C: 213-215-2563

[REAL ESTATE]

Market Stable, But Not Robust
By Allison B. Cohen

Southern California real 
estate sales in May 2016 were 
up 5.5% from the month pri-
or and likewise up just over 
3% from the same time last 
year, according to Core Log-
ic, a real estate analysis firm 
out of La Jolla, CA. 

Core Logic also reports 
the median price for a South-
ern California home in May 
was $459,500, up 7% from 
last year. 

“May home sales picked 
up a bit following a relative-
ly weak start to the spring 
home-buying season in 
April,” said Andrew LePage, 
a CoreLogic research ana-
lyst in a released statement, 
“while [May’s] median sales 
price inched closer to its all-
time high set in 2007.”

According to data re-
leased by CoreLogic, there 

were 49 single-family homes 
sold in the area in May, all at 
relatively flat or down medi-
an price increases compared 
to the same time last year. 

In the 90019 zip code, 21 
homes sold at a median price 
of $878,000, up 4.2% from 
May 2015. In the 90036 zip 
code, 10 homes sold at a me-
dian price of $1.65 million, 
flat compared to the same 
time last year. 

Both the 90020 and 
90004 zip codes were down, 
in terms of median price over 
last year, -2% and nearly -3% 
respectively. In the 90020 
area, only one home closed 
escrow in May at $1.94 mil-
lion. 

While the 90004 zip 
code had more sales, 17, they 
were purchased at a median 
price of $1.25 million, again, 

down 2.9% compared to 
May 2015.

Regarding condos, 22 
sold in the area in May. Me-
dian prices were up in both 
the 90019 and 90020 areas, 
each up over 10% compared 
to May of 2015, closing at 
prices of of $590,000 (only 
one condo sold in May in 
90019) and the median price 
of $423,000, respectively, 
with 12 sales.

The 90004 zip code saw 
six condos sell in May at a 
median of $620,000, up al-
most 16% compared to the 
same time last year. 

Prices did not bode 
as well, however, for the 
90036 area. In May, three 
condos sold at a median 
of $408,000, down 51.5% 
compared to the same time 
last year. 
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(323) 810-7935

www.eileenlanza.com

eileenlanza@me.com

Larchmont Homeowner 
Larchmont’s Choice!

CAL BRE # 01393915

Representing Buyer- In Escrow

Listing Price: $965,000
(North Irving Blvd.)

[CREATIVELY INCLINED]

Public Art Drops Across Town in Current: LA Water
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

Los Angeles is the canvas 
for the citywide Current: LA 
Water public art exhibition 
now underway through Au-
gust 14th. The across-town ef-
fort tackles the complex issue 
of the increasingly scarce nat-
ural resource and is intended 
to engage audiences and con-
nect communities. 

At 15 different locations 
from Echo Park Lake and 
the L.A. River to San Pedro’s 
Point Fermin Park, site-specif-
ic artworks creatively explore 
the theme of water. 

A collaboration between 
curators, artists and numer-
ous city entities, including 
the Department of Cultural 
Affairs and Recreation and 
Parks, the biennial was princi-

pally underwritten by Bloom-
berg Philanthropies Public Art 
Challenge, which awarded 
the grant to Los Angeles after 
a competition involving 237 
other cities.

In these times of drought, 
water is a critical local and glob-
al issue and the metaphor of wa-
ter and drought are a framework 
for the diverse artworks. 

The city’s waterways tie 
the entirely outdoor exhibi-
tion together. Organizers 
hope Current: LA Water will 
encourage viewers to slow 
down and take in the specific 
artworks, but also their public 
location.

To get a sense of the proj-
ect—and to serve as a jumping 

off point—there is the Current 
LA: Hub located in a grove of 
eucalyptus trees off Riverside 
Drive next to Mulholland 

Fountain, close to Los Feliz 
Boulevard. 

The temporary resource 
center has maps to the art sites, 
free Wi-Fi and information on 
the artists. It’s open weekdays 
from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. and 
weekends 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Among the projects is a 
3D digital projection against 
the 1st Street Bridge entitled 
UnderLA: 1st Street Bridge by 
Refik Anadol and Peggy Weil. 
The piece takes viewers back 
in time, exploring the geologic 
history of the region and the 
river’s fluctuating water levels. 

At the Bowtie Parcel—an 
18-acre post-industrial area 
near where the 5 and 2 free-
ways meet—artist Mel Chin 

re-imagines the site as one 
filled with drought tolerant 
landscaping via The TIE that 
BINDS: the MIRROR of the 
FUTURE. Blueprints for each 
of the xeriscape’s parcels will 
be distributed to visitors who 
can use the plans to plant their 
own garden. 

For a complete list of the 
exhibition’s varied events—
including screenings, nature 
walks and native plant forag-
ing—artwork locations and 
artist biographies, check out 
currentla.org.

Artist Mel Chin chose the 18-acre Bowtie Parcel in Glassell Park as the site for his 
work, The TIE that BINDS: the MIRROR of the FUTURE.

In these times of drought, water is a 
critical local and global issue and the 
metaphor of water and drought are a 
framework for the diverse artworks.

[BETTER KNOW A BARTENDER]

By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

The Larchmont area is 
home to some of Los Ange-
les’ best bars and restaurants, 
but how well do you know 
the bartenders who help keep 
the party going? This month 
The Ledger sat down with Jodi 
Calderon, bartender at The 
Normandie Club.

Where are you from?
I’m originally from Ingle-
wood. Proud to be from LA 
and it’s a great time to be 
making drinks in this city. It’s 
booming and really creative.

How long have you been 
bartending?
Seriously, I’d say two to three 
years. I started off doing beer 
and wine at a bar. I did that 
for three years and made the 
switch three years ago.

How’d you get into bartend-
ing?
I knew ever since I was young-
er, like 15, I wanted to be a 
bartender. I loved the idea of 
people coming together over 
drinks. I was obviously too 
young for that, so I managed 
a smoothie place for five years. 
Then I was a line cook, a jani-
tor, other things....Then one 

day, my friend said, “I need 
some help” and that’s when I 
made the jump  [to craft beer 
and wine]...Then I wanted to 
step it up.... the transition to 
cocktails was seamless. 

What are some of the funni-
est, weirdest or most inter-
esting things you’ve seen in 
your bartending career?
Definitely Tinder dates are al-
ways a good one. I’ve seen a lot 
of those, usually on a Thurs-
day. We low key call it “Tinder 
Thursdays.”

What is your favorite cock-
tail, what do you like about 
it, and how do you make it?
If I’m not here at work, I love 
cider, but if I want to indulge 
in a guilty pleasure cocktail, it 
would be a Trinidad Sour. It 
has one full ounce of Angos-
tura Bitters. It’s really refresh-
ing, aromatic and bold. 

Trinidad Sour
1 ounce Angostura Bitters
¾ ounce Lemon Juice
¾ ounce Orgeat Syrup
½ ounce Rye Whiskey
Shake with ice and strain 
into a coup glass gar-
nished with a lemon peel. 
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1816 Hillhurst Ave. 
Los Feliz
1 bed 1 bath, $1,850

3157 Perlita Ave. #6
Atwater Village
1 bed 1 bath, $1,295

2338 Teviot St.
Silver Lake
1 bed 1 bath, $2,350

903 Maltman Ave.
Silver Lake
2 bed 2 bath, $2,675

LEASED LEASED LEASED LEASED

3502 Garden Ave.
Atwater Village
3 bed 2 bath, $3,300

2914 Reservoir St.
Silver Lake
1 bed 1 bath, $1,775

4223 1/2 Gateway Ave
Silver Lake
1 bed 1 bath, $1,995

1527 Lake Shore Ave.
Echo Park
2 bed 2 bath, $4,300

LEASEDLEASEDLEASED

1109 GREEN ST › GLENDALE
3 BED/2 BATH › 1503 SQ/FT
SOLD: $688,000 › Represented Buyer

ALISON GILBERT
ALISON@ALISONPROPERTIES.COM
(P) 323.419.0065 ›  BRE LIC. # 01879624

(p) 323.275.9273

From our 
Sales Team...

SOLD

2815 BELLEVUE AVE › SILVER LAKE
3 BED/2 BATH › 1540 SQ/FT
SOLD: $865,000 › Represented Buyer

MONA GHOSSEIN
MONA@MONAANDBRITA.COM
(P) 323.284.4529 › BRE LIC. # 01342592

BRITA KLEINGARTNER
BRITA@MONAANDBRITA.COM
(P) 323.284.5674 › BRE LIC. # 01977100

SOLD

JUST LISTED

6526 RIVERTON AVE › N. HOLLYWOOD
2 BED/1 BATH › 796 SQ/FT
SOLD: $730,000 › Represented Buyer

MONA GHOSSEIN
MONA@MONAANDBRITA.COM
(P) 323.284.4529 › BRE LIC. # 01342592

BRITA KLEINGARTNER
BRITA@MONAANDBRITA.COM
(P) 323.284.5674 › BRE LIC. # 01977100

SOLD

JASMINE WARD
Los Feliz & Franklin hi
s
(cell) 323.284.4572
jasmine@therentalgirl.com › BRE LIC. # 02005995

LINDSAY VICTORY 
Silver Lake, Atwater, Echo Park 
(cell) 323.844.0329
victory@therentalgirl.com › BRE LIC. # 01970611

Thinking of 
leasing or se
ing 

your home? 

Give us a ca
...

323.275.9273

822-824 SANBORN AVE › SILVER LAKE
4 BED/4 BATH › 3780 SQ/FT
SOLD: $1,265,000 › Represented Buyer

ELIZABETH MCDONALD
LIZ@THERENTALGIRL.COM
(P) 323.313.5780  ›  BRE LIC. # 01449897

944 HOWARD ST › PASADENA
3 BED/2 BATH › 1560 SQ/FT
LISTED: $799,000

ELIZABETH MCDONALD
LIZ@THERENTALGIRL.COM
(P) 323.313.5780  ›  BRE LIC. # 01449897

SOLD

From our 
Leasing Team...

ALISON GILBERT
Sales
ALISONPROPERTIES.COM

MONA GHOSSEIN
BRITA KLEINGARTNER
Sales
MONAANDBRITA.COM

CRISTINA BROW
Sales
BROWHOMES.COM

LEASED

geles City Planning Commis-
sion at a public hearing on July 
14th.  

The Hancock Park Home-
owners Assoc., the Greater 
Wilshire Neighborhood 
Council and the Larchmont 
Village Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (LVNA) all submitted 
formal statements to the com-
mission voicing their objec-
tions to these elements as well 
as concerns over potential traf-
fic impacts.  

At the hearing, the plan-
ning commission placed a 
height limit of 150 feet for 
any proposed buildings in the 
plan. Amendments from Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
David Ryu—which included a 
motion that a proposed park-
ing structure on the south 
side of Melrose Avenue should 
have solid walls facing the resi-
dential neighborhood— were 
also approved.

“We appreciate the city’s 
response in reining in some of 
the more egregious elements of 
Paramount’s plan,” said Char-
lie D’Atri, president of the 
LVNA.  

D’Atri said next steps 
include studying the “multi-
faceted” decision that the 
commission made and to work 
with Paramount and the city 
to ensure the promises made 
to the neighborhood are car-
ried out.

The Paramount Pictures 
Master Plan calls for the de-
molition of approximately 
537,000 square feet of older 
facilities and the building of 
1.9 million square feet of new 
stages, offices and retail for a 
net increase of approximately 
1.4 million square feet of floor 
area.

The plan is expected to 
come before the city council 
for final approval in coming 
months.

PARAMOUNT from page 1
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from Provence, France—shut 
their doors for the last time to 
allow construction to begin on 
the development.

Catherine Giraud, owner 
of Lavender Blue—which 
maintains an online presence 
and may open another brick 
and mortar store—said she 
watched the reaction of her 
customers evolve as the project 
became closer to reality.

“At first, my customers 
were all excited about it,” said 
Giraud. “They all thought it 
was a great idea. But now that 
they see their favorite stores 
leaving, they are upset.”

According to the Caruso 
Affiliated Facebook page, dis-
cussions are being held between 
the former Swarthmore Avenue 
tenants and Caruso about their 

future at Palisades Village, but 
nothing has been finalized.  

According to Wishnick, in 
his meetings with Caruso Af-
filiated, discussion of what the 
future rental rates might be for 
those merchants was deferred.

In the meantime, the dis-
placed merchants must decide 
whether to relocate or close 
during the approximately two 
years it will take to build the 
development.

Back on Larchmont Bou-
levard, Village Footwear’s 
Veitch said that her type of 
mom-and-pop store appears to 
be fading away.

“We’re still one of the 
more neighborhood-oriented 
stores,” Veitch said. “We know 
people—the kids’ names, the 
mothers’ names—but that’s 
getting rarer and rarer.”

RENTS from page 6
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[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Letting Loose without Single-use
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

I recently spent 
a day at Uni-
versal Studios 
and was over-
whelmed, not 
only by the 
heaving crowds 

and tremendous heat, but also 
by the amount of waste gener-
ated in a single day by thou-
sands of people intent on hav-
ing fun. 

I, too, went there to have 
fun with family and friends, 
but as I shuffled past bins 
overflowing with plastic cups 
and bottles in line for the 
Jurassic Park ride, my heart 
sank.  

Days later, sitting in an 
airport terminal, I noticed that 
the single-use plastic container 
reigned supreme there as well.

Surely, if we keep consum-
ing single-use plastic contain-

ers at our current rate, we will 
trash our own habitat so much 
that our species may meet the 
same fate as the dinosaurs.

 Waste seems to have be-
come an integral part of our 
leisure activities. It is easy to 
re-use and recycle at home, but 
much harder to avoid single-
use containers while playing 
and traveling. 

For two weeks, I plan to 
refill my bottle with water and 
decline other plastic cups and 
bottles, potentially stopping 
15-20 plastic containers from 
trashing the places I visit.

 If enough of us carry our 
own bottles and cups and re-
fuse single-use containers, 
we can reduce our trash and 
perhaps even prevent our race 
from becoming the main at-
traction in a theme park for 
some future species.

[OXFORD SQuARE]

Wild West Hero
By Murray Cohen, Ledger Columnist

What do O.J. 
lawyer John-
nie  Cochran 

and frontier lawman Wyatt 
Earp have in common?   

They’re my neighbors. 
Johnnie Cochran Mid-

dle  School at  4066 John-
nie Cochran Vista and  the 
quaint bungalow where Wyatt 
lived out his last years are liter-
ally down the street.  

Wyatt and Johnnie 
have  more in common than 
geography.  Both had repu-
tations made by a media 
spectacle.  Both were officers 
of  the court, but on closer 
examination, it seems that 
Johnnie was far nobler than 
Wyatt. 

Public perception has 
it that Wyatt was an honorable 
and brave Wild West sheriff 
while Johnnie was a lawyer 

who set guilty rich people 
free. Quite the opposite is ac-
tually true. 

Wyatt was entrepreneurial 
and would do whatever came 
along to pick up a buck.  He 
travelled from one  western 
outpost to another, follow-
ing not gold or silver, but the 
debauchery that came with 
them.  

In his life, he was a cop, a 
U.S. Marshal,  a wagon  driv-
er, a  buffalo hunter, a saloon 
owner, a brothel owner, a min-
er and a boxing referee who is 
thought to have fixed a celeb-
rity fight.  

Johnnie, on the other 
hand, built his reputation on 
highly publicized police abuse 
cases in the African American 
community in Los Angeles.

After graduating from 
UCLA and Loyola Mary-

mount law school, his first 
foray was defending Leonard 
Deadwyler, a black man killed 
in 1966 at the hands of police 
while trying to get his preg-
nant wife to a hospital.

He went on to represent 
those in civil cases who were 
wronged by the police, in-
cluding a 13 year-old girl who 
was molested by an officer. 
His mission was social justice 
through lawsuit.

Johnnie was the real Wild 
West hero.

Wyatt Earp: Frontier Mar-
shall, largely a work of fiction, 
published in 1931, created 
Wyatt’s reputation and the 
myriad of movie depictions 
that followed.

Johnnie, on the other 
hand, is known for getting 
O.J. off, an often dubious dis-
tinction.  

But If I could choose my 
neighbors—or defense attor-
neys—I’d take Johnnie any 
day.

[THEATER REVIEW]

Grey Gardens Showcases Two Broadway Luminaries
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

Back in the 1970s, people 
were shocked by the docu-
mentary Grey Gardens, which 
chronicled the lives of Jackie 
Kennedy’s aunt, Edith Bou-
vier Beale and her cousin Edie 
Beale, also known as Little 
Edie, at their home, Grey 
Gardens—a squalid, derelict 
mansion in the Hamptons on 
Long Island rife with cats and 
raccoons. 

The film later inspired a 
television movie and a musical 
with a book by Doug Wright, 
music by Scott Frankel and 
lyrics by Michael Korie. 

The revival of the 2006 
musical is currently onstage 
at the Ahmanson starring two 
of Broadway’s most distin-
guished stars, Rachel York and 
Betty Buckley. The show is 
chock-full of musical numbers 
and features amazing acting. 

York portrays mother Edith in 
Act I and Little Edie in Act II.

Act I is set in in the Beale’s 
elegant home in 1941 just be-
fore a gala party celebrating 
the engagement of Little Edie 
(Sarah Hunt) to Joseph P. 
Kennedy, Jr. (Josh Young). 

Jackie Bouvier (Katie Sil-
verman) and sister Lee (Peyton 
Ella) are young girls—accom-
panied by their grandfather, 
J.V. “Major” Bouvier—visiting 
their eccentric, but glamorous 
aunt Edith, who plans to up-
stage her daughter by singing, 
accompanied on the piano by 
her gay companion George 
Gould Strong (Brian Batt).  

Bouvier threatens to dis-
own Edith, who is on the brink 
of a divorce. The scene further 
devolves when Edith reveals 
some of her daughter’s pecca-
dillos to ambitious young Ken-

nedy who ends the engagement. 
As guests arrive, a heartbroken 
Little Edie flees the scene.

Act II is set in 1973. Docu-
mentary filmmakers lurk about 
the scene, taking pictures of 
the decaying mansion and its 
inhabitants. A delusional Little 
Edie, played by York, sings “The 
Revolutionary Costume for 
Today,” which explains her gro-
tesque get-up. 

Her aristocratic accent 
underscores her frustration at 
not being able to escape her 
controlling mother portrayed 
by Betty Buckley. 

As the exterior of the 
house slides away, we see the 
formerly elegant home now 
trashed and broken. The two 
women are now broke and 
broken as well.

The aging Edith, no lon-
ger the glamorous socialite, 

is now a frumpy old woman 
wearing an outrageous hat and 
ragged clothes. 

Although there are lots of 
laughs in Act II, the story has 
a sad undercurrent as the two 
delusional women try to make 
sense of their deteriorated life-
style. 

Edith has completely un-
dermined her daughter’s life, 
and Little Edie is a shell of 
what she could have been. 

I felt the second act 
dragged a little. A musical 
scene with Dr. Norman Vin-

cent Peale didn’t seem to add 
to the story. 

However, this is a show 
musical theater fans won’t 
want to miss. It’s not often 
that one can see two of Broad-
way’s finest actresses offer tour 
de force performances. 

Grey Gardens, Ahmanson 
Theatre, 135 N. Grand 
Avenue, Tuesdays–Sundays, 
matinees on weekends, 
through August 14. Tickets 
$25-$130, (213) 972-4400 
or centertheatregroup.org 

Rachel York and Betty Buckley star in Grey Gardens at the Ahmanson Theatre.
Photo credit: Craig Schwartz
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A Day in a Deli: 24 Hours at Canter’s
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

FAIRFAX AVENuE—From the 
morning of July 16th to the 
morning of July 17th, Ledger 
contributing writer Michael 
Darling spent 24 hours at 
Canter’s Delicatessen to docu-
ment a day in the life of Los 
Angeles’ landmark deli. 

5:57 a.m. (July 16th): 
Arrival. When I arrive at the 
dining room there is a group 
of three late 20s/early 30s men 
wrapping up their meal. I seat 
myself in a two-seater booth 
with a view of the front door 
and a wall clock. For the next 
24 hours, this booth will be 
my home.

6:08 a.m. The fascinat-
ing thing about a restaurant 
that’s open all night is that ev-
erything that goes into mak-
ing the place run happens in 
full view of the customers. At 
this moment, a deliveryman is 
darting in and out with bread, 
narrowly avoiding two cus-
tomers who have walked in to 
survey the bakery shelves. 

6:13 a.m.  The three men 
who were here before me have 
left and the first new custom-
er, an older gentleman, has ar-
rived. 

6:32 a.m.  As I eat chal-
lah French toast with baked 
apples, a transient walks into 
the lobby, yells “Pigeons!” and 
then walks back out onto Fair-
fax Avenue.

6:56 a.m.  The cashier’s 
shift has come to an end, but 
he says he’ll see me on the 
other end of this day. This is 
the first staff change since I ar-
rived. 

7:16 a.m. The restaurant 
is starting to get busier, as 
people begin filing in, usu-
ally older men coming in one 
at a time. It’s clear that the 
Canter’s team is preparing for 
the morning rush as the soft 
crash of plates being stacked 
and clatter of silverware being 
sorted fill the air.

7:50 a.m.  Through the 

front windows, I can see 
Fairfax Avenue is waking up. 
Across the street, Jon and Vin-
ny’s raises its roll-up gate. 

8:07 a.m.  For the first 
time since arriving, there are 
children here. 

9:06 a.m.  A woman 
walks in dressed head to toe 
in black, with a giant black hat 
and a scarf around her face. 
The hostess is unfazed.

9:42 a.m.  Diane Norem, 
a waitress at Canter’s who has 
worked here for over 21 years 
or “long enough for my job 
to legally drink” stops by my 
table. She says she’s never seen 
someone do a 24-hour day, but 
she once saw a couple sit in her 
booth through her entire nine-
hour shift. “They went from ‘I 
love you, I love you’ to ‘Get a 
room!’ to ‘I hate you, I hate 
you.’ I watched their entire re-
lationship.”

10:13 a.m.  A guy in an-
other booth is playing Poké-
mon Go and trying to catch a 
“Cubone” that is sitting on his 
girlfriend’s shoulder.

11:09 a.m.  It’s been in-
teresting watching Fairfax 
Avenue come to life over the 
last five hours. When I first ar-
rived, the streets were empty. 
Now the shops and restaurants 
across the street are buzzing, 
people are walking by and cars 
are stuck in traffic.

11:50 a.m.  For an early 
lunch, I’m having one of the 
deli’s signature sandwiches, 
the Brooklyn Avenue. It’s a 
brilliant combination of pas-
trami, coleslaw and Russian 
dressing on rye bread, and the 
name actually reflects a bit of 
Los Angeles history. In the 
early 20th century, many New 
York Jews came to Los Ange-
les and settled on the eastside. 
In fact, the Canter brothers’ 
original delicatessen opened 
in Boyle Heights on Brook-
lyn Avenue in 1931 before the 
family moved the business 
to Fairfax in 1953. As time 

went by, the eastside’s Jew-
ish population moved farther 
west, and the neighborhood 
became increasingly Latino. 
In 1994, Brooklyn Avenue 
was renamed Cesar Chavez 
Avenue as a reflection of this 
demographic shift. 

12:25 p.m. A father 
chases his toddler around the 
booths, managing to sweep 
her up into his arms just be-
fore she collides with a waiter 
holding a tray of matzah ball 
soup. Disaster averted.

12:38 p.m. A customer 
orders a Ruben without Rus-
sian dressing. There’s a hint of 
shock in the waitress’ voice as 
she double checks that he ac-
tually requested an undressed 
sandwich.

1:35 p.m. Things have 
settled down post Satur-
day breakfast-brunch-lunch 
crunch. In flying terms, we’ve 
reached cruising altitude.

1:43 p.m. George Kay 
just got off work. He’s a 52-
year Canter’s veteran, and al-
though he technically retired 
a few years ago, he still works 
part-time as the deli manager, 
coming in for five hours a day, 
four days a week. He says that 
in his experience, the differ-
ence between day and night 
at Canter’s is generational. 
“In the day you have fami-
lies, tourists and older folks. 
At night, it’s young folks in 
their 20s and 30s who can stay 
out late at night. That’s usu-
ally when the celebrities come 
out.”

2:37 p.m. An employee 
walks through the booths car-
rying a tray of freshly baked 
loaves.

3:56 p.m. It’s the middle 
innings right now, a kind of 
calm before the dinner storm. 

5:08 p.m. Diane Norem 
has finished her shift and says 
that it’s been a fairly slow day. 
According to her pedometer, 
during her nine-hour shift she 
only walked nine miles instead 

of her normal 13. 
5:47 p.m. Now things are 

picking up. With the excep-
tion of a single two-top, every 
booth is occupied. There’s even 
a line at the checkout counter.

6:08 p.m. For the third 
time today, there is a birthday. 
As is tradition, the server pres-
ents the birthday table with 
a cupcake with a single spar-
kling candle.

6:21 p.m. “Wow, it’s so 
crowded,” says a woman as 
she’s being seated. Lady, wel-
come to my life.

6:31 p.m. There’s an epi-
sode of Seinfeld called “The 
Big Salad,” which I’m pretty 
sure is based on the Cobb sal-
ad I’m having for dinner. The 
bowl is roughly the size of my 
head.

7:31 p.m. There’s a gum-
ball machine in the entrance 
of the diner and a four-year-
old is pleading with his mom 

to let him get a gumball. The 
kid leaves empty handed.

8:04 p.m. A woman, 
clearly on a blind date, is ask-
ing staff members if they’ve 
seen the man she’s looking 
for. “He’s supposed to be 5’10” 
with black hair,” she says while 
making the universal sign for 
“about yay high.”

9:16 p.m. Out of nowhere, 
the sound of an incredibly 
loud cricket floods the dining 
room. Presumably, the cricket 
is somewhere in the light mo-
saic in the ceiling. Everyone 
looks up and the cricket goes 
silent and is never heard from 
again.

10:00 p.m. My waiter, 
Skip, is relieved by John, the 
waiter who will be joining me 
for the last third of this adven-
ture.

10:20 p.m. Surprisingly, 
families with small children 

see CANTER’S page 15
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[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

The ultimate Kids’ Sports 
Alternative
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

With three active grade-
schoolers and a husband who’s 
an unapologetic baseball evan-
gelist, I spend a lot of time at 
kids’ sporting events. Saturday 
is almost always “game day” 
for us. 

I occasionally complain 

about our non-stop sports 
schedule, but the truth is, get-
ting kids involved in athletics 
has too many upsides to begin 
to list. 

In our corner of Los An-
geles, there are the “big three” 
youth team sports. Soccer and 
basketball are my personal fa-
vorites because the pacing is fast 
and everyone can participate. 
Then there is baseball, a sport 
I once judged as boring and 
lethargic, but which is actually 
a pressure cooker of character-
building proportions.

This summer, our family 
discovered a new kid on the 
block. We signed our three 
children up for a budding 
Ultimate Frisbee League run 
by the Silver Lake Recreation 
Center.

 At first glance, Ultimate 
is the perfect combination of 
just about every major team 
sport we know.  It moves fast 
like basketball, soccer, and 
hockey, and players execute 
football-like pass plays from 
simple “slants” and “screens” 
to Hail Marys. Successfully 
pass the disc into the end zone 
and you’ve scored.

Cliff Towne of DiscSports 
in Southern California has 
been running Ultimate Fris-
bee leagues and programs for 
kids since the 1990s. In 2004, 
he and fellow local dad Dave 
Ambrose launched the Sum-
mer League youth program at 
Silver Lake. 

So how does Ultimate 
Frisbee rank in the world of 
kid sports? In Towne’s words, 

it offers youngsters “an oppor-
tunity to have big fun and get 
some great exercise.” 

The sport is highly aero-
bic. Players get exercise from 
all the running, and they have 
a blast. But there are side ben-
efits as well. Ultimate has no 
refs or umpires. Teams abide 
by an honor system called the 
Spirit of the Game. 

“It requires players to 
show respect and appreciation 
for everyone on their team and 
the opposing one, and it asks 
them to self-officiate,” Towne 
explained. “As a player, you are 
expected to be honest and re-
spectful while trying your best 
to win. Altruistic? Perhaps. 
But our players have fun, show 
great spirit, and get super exer-

cise. What’s not to like?”
As a mom, I appreciate 

Ultimate’s design.  It is un-
abashedly co-ed, and players 
come in all shapes and sizes. 
Nearly any kid can step onto 
the field and play this game, 
and more and more people are 
catching onto it.

Not only that, but in 
a world where PS4s and X-
Boxes cost hundreds of dol-
lars—good golf and tennis 
equipment, even more than 
that—a  Frisbee or “flying 
disc” runs about $8.

That›s pretty ultimate.

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Making Los Angeles a More Livable Community
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

Close to 90 percent of us 
over age 65 would like to re-
main in our homes and com-
munities for as long as pos-
sible, according to the AARP 
(American Association of Re-
tired Persons) Public Policy 
Institute.

But wanting to remain 
in your home shouldn’t mean 
that you end up isolated due to 
your community’s inability to 
have resources, safety, or ame-
nities available to you.

In other words, as you age, 
you require a “livable commu-
nity” for quality of life.

With a growing older 
population, there is now more 
attention on this changing de-
mographic.

As defined by AARP, a 
livable community “is safe 
and secure, has affordable and 
appropriate housing, diverse 
transportation options, and 
supportive community fea-
tures and services. Once in 
place, these resources enhance 
personal independence and 

health, and engage residents in 
an area’s civic, economic and 
social life.” 

In 2012, AARP, a non-
profit advocacy member-
ship organization for the 50+ 
population, created the AARP 
Network of Age-Friendly 
Communities. 

The idea was to encourage 
states, cities, towns, counties 
and rural areas to pay more at-
tention to the environmental, 
economic and social factors 
that influence the well-being 
of older adults.

They also joined up with 
the World Health Organiza-
tion Global Network of Age-
Friendly Cities and Commu-
nities to help cities prepare for 
rapid population aging and 
the parallel trends of urban-
ization.  

With a proclamation on 
May 18, 2016, Mayor Eric 
Garcetti committed Los An-
geles to join this network with 
seven other entities in Cali-
fornia, such as Los Angeles 

County, West Hollywood, 
San Francisco, and San Diego 
County.  

The Mayor in his procla-
mation directed city depart-
ments to assess how an aging 
population affects city opera-
tion. The departments are also 
responsible for soliciting input 
from older adults. 

There will be a Purposeful 
Aging Task Force which will 
come up with a strategic plan 
by May 18, 2018.  The Deputy 
Mayor for City Services and 
the General Manager of the 
Department of Aging will lead 
this effort. 

If residents can live, work, 
and play—regardless of age, 
income or ability—and be 
able to move about their com-
munity easily and safely, then 
we will truly be a livable com-
munity. 

You can find out all 
about livable communities at 
the AARP website. aarp.org/
livable-communities/livable-in-
action/.   

[STARGAZING] 

Meteor Shower Hits Peak in Early August
Anthony Cook, Ledger Columnist

The Perseid 
meteor show-
er reaches its 
peak on the 
night of Thurs-
day, August 

11th through the beginning 
of dawn on Wednesday the 
12th. Although the best view-
ing conditions begin when the 
moon sets at 1:30 a.m., the 
shower itself might put on a 
stronger than normal show a 
few hours earlier. 

The meteors can be seen 

between 10:00 p.m. and 4:40 
a.m., and are best observed 
from wilderness, far from urban 
light pollution. About 100 me-
teors could be visible per hour.

All five naked-eye planets 
will be visible at the end of civ-
il twilight, approximately 30 
minutes after sunset, between 
the 7th and 24th. 

Unlike the fairly even 
spacing presented by the plan-
ets in the morning sky during 
February and March this year, 
the August evening appear-

ance will be with Mercury, 
Venus, and Jupiter grouped 
together low in the southwest, 
and Saturn paired with Mars 
in the southwest. 

The moon is visible with 
the planets from the 4th 
through the 18th. It is new 
on the 2nd, first quarter on 
the 10th, full on the 18th, and 
last quarter on the 24th. The 
moon passes near Mercury 
and Venus on the 4th, Jupiter 
on the 5th, and both Mars and 
Saturn on the 15th.

Players get exercise from all the running, 
and they have a blast. But there are side 
benefits as well. Ultimate has no refs or 

umpires. Teams abide by an honor system 
called the Spirit of the Game. 
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[OuR BREAD AND BuTTER]

Hi-Tech Automotive: 30 Years of a Fine-Tuned Business
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

Hi-Tech Automotive’s 
business was good. Too good, 
actually. Vintage Porsche 
models regularly lined Hi-
Tech Automotive’s curbside 
on Hyperion Boulevard be-
cause of Koko Bakchajian and 
his excellent reputation with 
air-cooled sports cars. It got to 
the point, he recalled, that his 
regular Toyota or Volvo own-
ing clients wondered if he still 
worked on less exotic cars.

 Rather than turn anyone 
away, Bakchajian decided to 
accommodate his Porsche cli-
entele in a spinoff shop across 
the street. He named it Mis-
tress as a nod to the affection 
Porsche owners reserve for 
their prized cars.

The hugely successful re-
organization meant everyone 
could continue to get the at-
tention and service they appre-
ciated at Hi-Tech Automotive.

“There are days you see 
a 2014 Prius next to a 1950s 
Chevy in my shop,” said Bak-
chajian. “And hipsters come in 
with old European and Ameri-
can cars. I grew up on those 
cars. I have one technician who 
has been with me for 24 years—
we enjoy working on them.” 

Hi-Tech Automotive’s ex-
tremely friendly and helpful 
staff service 15-18 cars a day in 
the pristine garage. Bakchajian, 
as he has done since the busi-

ness opened 30 years ago, still 
personally test-drives, inspects 
and diagnoses each vehicle. 

Estimates for repairs offer 
a choice of original or after-
market parts, of which many 
are kept in stock. Most cars 
are returned to their owners—
cleaned and stocked with a 
couple of water bottles in their 
cup holders—the same day.

Clients with time to wait 
will soon be able to hang out 

in the retro-cool customer 
lounge—a 1940s former gas 
station converted by neighbor-
hood bohemian-modern ar-
chitect, Barbara Bestor.

“The cleanliness of his 
shop and the beautiful design 
aren’t just artifice to charge 
more money,” said longtime 
client Susan Mogul. “It’s more 
an indication of the quality of 
work he delivers. With Koko, 
it’s not glitz but who he is as a 
person and mechanic.”

Bakchajian is constantly 
improving on his customer’s ex-
perience. A computerized tablet 
check-in system has added effi-

ciency at drop-off and custom-
ers can even access their car’s 
service record from home.

Bakchajian believes a good 
mechanic is willing to explain 
what’s going on under the hood.

“With my years of experi-
ence, if you tell me a specific car 
model and how many miles it 
has, I can pretty much tell you 
the next thing that’s going to 

break,” said Bakchajian. 
In the near future, clients 

will be able to sharpen their 
own know-how when Hi-Tech 
Automotive begins a series of 
quarterly clinics on the inner 
workings of engines.

Hi-Tech Automotive, 
4000 Fountain Ave., 323-661-
2788, hitechautomotive.com

Koko Bakchajian personally inspects all the cars that come to Hi-Tech.
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are still arriving for dinner. 
The sounds of a blues band 
can be heard coming in from 
the Kibitz Room, the bar lo-
cated within Canter’s.  

11:20 p.m. The clearest 
sign that I am in the home 
stretch? The cashier from 6 
a.m. is back on duty.

11:43 p.m. The restau-
rant’s neighbors have had fun 
when naming their Wi-Fi 
networks. In addition to “Or-
der The Pastrami,” there’s one 
called “GNR Private Wi-Fi,” 
a reference to Guns N Roses, 
who got their start at Canter’s. 
In fact, co-owner Marc Canter 
wrote a book a few years ago 
called Restless Road about the 
early days of Guns N Roses. 

11:55 p.m. A young 
woman looks up at the Cha-
gall-inspired mosaic ceiling 
and loudly gasps. “Wow!” Af-
ter sitting down, she becomes 
incredibly excited by the size 
of the menu.

12:41 a.m.  Over the last 
hour, the crowd has gotten 
significantly younger. There 
are no metaphoric “blue-hairs” 
here, though there is a man 
with literal blue hair accom-
panied by a woman with neon 
green locks.

1:15 a.m.  A customer is 
explaining to his server that 
whenever he visits a new din-
er or deli he orders the same 
thing: Turkey sausage and eggs 
over easy. He claims he’s been 
to dozens of places around the 
country and Canter’s and Du-
par’s do it the best. 

1:27 a.m.  It’s 10 minutes 
to last call and the sound of 

the Kibitz Room band cov-
ering David Bowie’s “Young 
Americans” is coming into the 
dining room.

2:39 a.m.  While the res-
taurant is busy, it’s surprising-
ly calm. I expected a bit more 
madness from anyone coming 
here after the bars and clubs 
closed. 

3:00 a.m.  My current 
waiter, John, half-jokingly 
apologizes for how low key it’s 
been as I order an iced coffee.

3:20 a.m.  Stephen Bald-
win, one of the top three Bald-
wins, is currently eating while 
trying to hide his identity with 
a baseball cap.

3:35 a.m.  Two guys in a 
booth are discussing finding 
an open bar after their meal. 
I don’t think they’re familiar 
with the city’s liquor laws.

3:40 a.m.  After a heavy 
day of eating, I’m having a 
last meal consisting of a small 
bowl of applesauce.

4:04 a.m.  “You’re still 
here?” the cashier from ear-
lier asks me. Meanwhile, the 
Eagles’ “Hotel California” is 
playing on the radio and the 
line “You can check out any-
time you like, but you can 
never leave” seems a bit on the 
nose now.

4:39 a.m.  There are still 
17 people in the dining room. 
As nobody has come in or out 
in the last 20 minutes, an em-
ployee is currently mopping 
up the main entrance.

4:45 a.m.  A couple starts 
singing the chorus of Talking 
Heads’ “This Must Be The 
Place” at the top of their lungs 
as they leave.

4:50 a.m.  A group of five 
people have entered. They’re 
the first new people at Can-
ter’s in about 45 minutes and 
interestingly, one of them is on 
their own, apparently not with 
the other four. 

5:45 a.m.  Everyone else 
has left, except for me and the 
gang of four from earlier. It 
turns out they’re Pokémon Go 
players who have been out all 
night trying to catch ‘em all. 
The end of the night’s hunt has 
brought them here to Canter’s 
for a last meal and as Can-
ter’s is an in-game Pokestop (a 
real life location where play-
ers can get virtual items and 
lure Pokémon out of hiding), 
they’re still playing while chat-
ting and eating. 

5:55 a.m.  Just before the 
would-be Pokémon masters 
leave, they decide to hit up a 
few more Pokestops. As the 
first one steps out the door, 
he turns to his friends and 
says “Dudes, it’s light out.” I 
am left as the last resident of 
Canter’s Delicatessen. As I pay 
my tab, the booths are empty 
for the first time in who knows 
how long, but I know that in 
just an hour or so, the restau-
rant will be buzzing with life 
again and the circle of life 
at the delicatessen will start 
anew. “Dude, it’s light out,” 
indeed.

CANTER’S from page 11
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[OuT AND ABOuT]

ART
Gronk’s Theater Of Paint The 

Los Angeles based artist known 

as Gronk has made his mark as 

a painter, printer, performance 

artist and theatrical set 

designer. Free with museum 

admission. Craft And Folk Art 

Museum, through September 

4th. 5814 Wilshire Blvd. 

Information: cafam.com

BOOKS
Simon Goodman Goodman will 

discuss and sign copies of his 

new book The Orpheus Clock: 
The Search For My Family’s 
Art Treasures Stolen By The 
Nazis. Free. Barnes and Noble 

at the Grove, Tue. August 16th, 

7 p.m. 189 The Grove Drive. 

Information: (323) 525-0270, 

barnesandnoble.com

Ottessa Moshfegh Moshfegh 

will read and sign from her new 

novel Eileen. Free. Chevalier’s 

Books, Thu. August 18th, 7 p.m. 

126 N. Larchmont Blvd. 

Info: chevaliersbooks.com

 FILM

Guillermo del Toro: At Home 

With Monsters del Toro is one 

of contemporary Hollywood’s 

most imaginative filmmakers. 

This unique exhibit will feature 

artifacts from del Toro’s movies 

and art. Tickets are $25. LACMA, 

Mon. August 1st through 

November 27th. 5905 Wilshire 

Blvd. Information: (323) 857-

6010, lacma.org

SHOT! The Psycho-Spiritual 
Mantra of Rock This new 

documentary from director 

Barnaby Clay looks at the life 

and career of Mick Rock, a 

photographer who became 

nearly as famous as the rock 

legends he photographed. 

Tickets start at $12. Cinefamily 

at the Silent Movie Theater, 

Thu. August 18th, 7:30 p.m. 611 

N Fairfax Ave. Information: 

cinefamily.org

MuSIC
Emily King Manhattan born 

singer-songwriter King’s 2007 

debut album East Side Story 

combined soul, jazz and indie 

influences to critical acclaim. 

Her latest record is 2015’s The 

Switch. Tickets are $22.50. The 

El Rey, Fri. August 14th, 9 p.m. 

5515 Wilshire Blvd. Information: 

theelrey.com

THEATER
Please Don’t Ask About My 
Becket This world premier 

drama from playwright Wendy 

Graf explores themes of nature 

versus nurture. Tickets are $25. 

Sacred Fools Theater Black 

Box, Sat. August 20th to Sun. 

September 18th.6322 Santa 

Monica Blvd. Information: 

plays411.com/becket

COMEDY
Sorry, Please Continue… 

Comedians will tell stories of 

weird L. A. experiences while 

the Sorry, Please Continue… 

team members interrupt 

their stories with critiques 

and insults. Tickets are $8. 

NerdMelt Showroom at 

Meltdown Comics, Sat. August 

6th, 8:30 p.m. 7522 Sunset Blvd. 

Information: nerdmeltla.com

FOOD AND DRINK
A South Pacific BBQ Enjoy 

grilled chicken, fish, roasts 

and vegetarian options from 

the south Pacific, along with 

tropical cocktails and South 

Seas music. Tickets are $15 for 

children 8 to 12; $40 for adults. 

The Ebell of Los Angeles, Fri. 

August 12th, 5:30 p.m. 743 S. 

Lucerne Blvd. Information: 

ebelleventtickets.com

COMMuNITY

BARK! Kids Reading To Dogs 

Kids of all ages read their 

favorite stories to a cute little 

dog named Nigel. Free. Wilshire 

Branch Library, Thurs. August 

4th, 4 p.m. 149 N. Saint Andrews 

Pl. Info: (323) 957-4550, lapl.com 
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Keller Williams Larchmont 
118 N. Larchmont Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

BRE# 01870534 

980 NORDICA | MOUNT WASHINGTON | $895,000 

3 Bed/ 3 Bath+ Media Room. Stunning views from this modern,  
contemporary home perched on a hillside. www.980Nordica.com 

NEW LISTING 

617 LILLIAN|HANCOCK PARK 
$1,835,000. 4 Bed/ 2.5 Bath. Remodeled  

and elegant Tudor home close to Country Club. 

2400 GRAMERCY PL| WEST ADAMS          
$1,450,000. 5 Bed/ 3 Bath. Elegant, historic 

grandeur in HPOZ.  Co Listed W/ Sabine Demain. 

SOLD  SOLD 

EXPERT SERVICE. 
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS. 

313 N. IRVING|LARCHMONT VILLAGE|$1,149,000 

2 Bed/ 2 Bath + Permitted Bonus. Chic, extensively remodeled 
1920’s Spanish bungalow close to village. www.313irving.com 

101 S. LARCHMONT BL.|LARCHMONT | $2,345,000 

3 Bed/ 4 Bath+ Guest House. Private, resort-like, sophisticated 
Mediterranean villa in Larchmont village. 101SouthLarchmont.com 

IN ESCROW 

3627 REVERE | ATWATER VILLAGE         
$925,000. Two Spanish homes on one lot. 
Prime location close to everything in Atwater. 

SOLD 

NEW LISTING 

1158 S. TREMAINE| MID WILSHIRE | $1,499,000 

Duplex. 6 Bed/ 3.5 Bath total. Beautifully maintained, Upper/
Lower with city views and open floor plan. www.coregroupla.com 

REDUCED PRICE 


