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Lawsuit Seeks
Sanctions Over
LaBonge Doc
Dump

CD4 Spending
Oversight
a Work in
Progress

By Allison B. Cohen

By Allison B. Cohen

LOS ANGELES—A lawsuit
filed June 16th in Los Angeles Superior Court
against the
city regarding the destruction of
docu ment s
by
former
Los Angeles City Councilmember Tom LaBonge related
to a Hollywood Hills landuse case is seeking sanctions
against the city and states that
“LaBonge violated state laws
and [c]ity ordinances by [such]
destruction.”
In the filing, attorneys for
Ken and Annette York request

Los Angeles City Councilmember David Ryu’s first
action when he took office last
year at this time, was to rescind
over $600,000 in last minute
discretionary fund transfers
his predecessor, Tom LaBonge
made just before leaving office
June 30, 2015.
The issue of how Council
District’s 4 discretionary funds
were spent in the final years of
LaBonge’s time in office was a
major component that fueled
Ryu, in part, to beat LaBonge’s
former Chief of Staff, Carolyn
Ramsay in the 2015 election for
his council seat.
During the 2015 campaign, Ryu promised more

Hancock Park resident and artist Tim Youd stands in his studio with an oversized typewriter sculpture that is part of
his 100 Novels Project. Youd will be re-typing John Rechy’s Numbers from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Fern Dell entrance of
Griffith Park July 6th through July 15th. Read the full story on page 14. Photo credit: Sheila Lane

see LABONGE page 4

City Reinstates
Speed Hump
Program

see SPENDING page 11

Neighbors Say Delgadillo
House Brings Blight to HPOZ
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

By Allison B. Cohen
The city voted in June to
reinstate its speed hump program, which was stopped in
2009 due to city budget cuts.
As part of Mayor Eric
Garcetti’s recently approved
2016-2017 budget, $540,000
has been set aside for city salaries and for the creation of 30
qualifying high priority sets
of the bumps on residential
streets to discourage speeding—two from each of the
city’s 15 council districts.
New to the program however, is the notion that organizations—like homeowners’
groups, neighborhood councils or even separate individuals or businesses—can pay
to have the speed humps installed themselves, which, according to Los Angeles Dept.
see HUMPS page 6

Community News:
Home-sharing ordinance rankles
hosts, page 5

The gate to the vacant property at 800 S. Windsor Boulevard owned by former
Los Angeles City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo was left open on June 14th. Photo
credit: Sheila Lane

WINDSOR
VILLAGE—In
February of 2013, former Los
Angeles City Attorney Rocky
Delgadillo and his family safely escaped from a major fire at
their home on 800 S. Windsor
Boulevard.
Since the fire three years

Theater Review:
Shakespeare at Griffith Park,
page 10

ago, the damaged house has
remained vacant. Holes in the
roof have been covered with
tarps and the windows have
been covered with plywood
boards.
Over the years, comsee DELGADILLO page 15

Mother of Invention:
Where kids can run free, page 15

Mom and Pop Stores Seek
Customers During Metro Closures
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
MID-WILSHIRE—Sales for a
toy store on Wilshire Boulevard were down 55% from a
year ago, due to Metro Purple
Line construction closures, according to the shop’s owner.
“That’s a devastating drop
for us,” said Miracle Mile Toys
and Games owner Christine
Johnson.
According to Johnson,
when she opened the shop on a
recent Saturday, she could actually hear someone whistling
from about three blocks away.
“It feels quieter,” she said.
Located between South
Detroit Street and Cloverdale
Avenue, Johnson’s shop was
half a block away from the
first set of street closures to hit
Wilshire Boulevard.
As planned by Metro officials, shutting off a section
of the street to cars and pedes-

Out and About: Puppy party at
local library and other events,
larchmontledgerla.com

trians for the weekend began
June 10th and will continue
to be the norm through early
November as construction
crews move eastwardly down
Wilshire Boulevard.
According to Johnson, her
sales started dipping as early as
April, as the city started prepping the area for the closure.
“Because of the traffic and
the construction, people have
been avoiding the area. At
least that’s what my sales are
showing,” she said.
To bring in customers, the
toy store is offering in-store
promotions and a free series of
arts and crafts classes for children.
Like other businesses on
the block, the store is also featured in Metro’s promotional
program for small businesses
see CLOSURES page 14

Community News:
Work begins on Hancock Park
streets, larchmontledgerla.com
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Funds Held Over For GWNC 2018 Election Outreach
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Finally! The Repair of our
Concrete Streets is Beginning!
After years of work and many promises from the City,
Hancock Park is finally going to start having its concrete
streets repaired. As part of our HPOZ Preservation Plan,
the City included language that calls out our original, historic
concrete streets as part of the important historical fabric
that should be preserved. The City then turned around
and claimed they meant no such thing and that asphalt
was the way to go. This was greeted with astonishment
by most Hancock Park residents and the Association’s
Street Committee set to work. The dedicated efforts of the
Committee, (David Cole, Tim Allyn, Joel Kozberg, Jon Vein,
William Newby and Cindy Chvatal-Keane) and the election
of our new Councilman, David Ryu have resulted in a plan
and funding to repair our streets. Councilman Ryu has
earmarked $300,000 from his discretionary funds and Mayor
Eric Garcetti has dedicated another $750,000 from the city
budget for these repairs. The first repairs will be completed
by the first week in July at the intersection of Oakwood and
Las Palmas. Not only will the concrete be repaired but new
sidewalk ramps will be installed. Unlike ornamental street
lighting standards which Hancock Park residents paid for
(much like the street light assessment in Windsor Square),
street repair is the responsibility of the City. Now we’ll see
our tax dollars at work! Thanks to the Street Committee and
Councilman Ryu.

By Allison B. Cohen
Los Angeles City Councilmember David Ryu authored
a motion June 22nd to move
$1,500 the Greater Wilshire
Neighborhood
Council
(GWNC) did not spend in
2015-2016, to a reserve account to later fund a program
to help increase voter turnout
in the GWNC’s next election
in 2018.
The motion comes after
the GWNC’s relatively low
voter turnout in its May 14th
elections, when only 222
votes were cast out of nearly

50,000 residents, a .45% voter turnout.
The GWNC ranked 33rd
in voter turnout among the
city’s 96 neighborhood council elections that just recently
concluded.
Each neighborhood council
receives $37,000 in funding annually. Currently, any funds the
council has left over at the end of
the fiscal year are swept back in
the city’s general account. Ryu’s
motion means the GWNC will
hold on to this year’s unspent
funds for later use.

According to official results from EmpowerLA—the
city organization that oversees
neighborhood councils—the
Venice Neighborhood Council received the most votes
during the recent elections
with 2,734 votes cast, 7.2% of
that area’s residents.
Citywide, the recent
neighborhood council elections saw a voter turnout of
.7% of Los Angeles residents.
The councils, collectively, receive over $3.5 million a year
in taxpayer funding.

Don’t forget to keep you and your family safe by locking your
house, car and activating your house alarm if you have one.
If you are the victim of a crime file a report with Officer Dave
Cordova. Dave can take a crime report if you call his cell
phone 213-793-0650 or send him an email 31646@lapd.
lacity.org with all the information, including your name and
telephone number.
The Association’s Committees are always looking for new
members to so join a committee by visiting our website and
be an active part of our community. The HPOZ Preservation
Plan
www.preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park
regulates our HPOZ. Contact our City Planner, Renata
Dragland (renata.dragland@lacity.org), and use the online
form
(http://preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.
checklist) if you plan on making changes to the exterior of your
house. Report graffiti sightings by calling 311 or at the City’s
Anti-Graffiti Request System - http://bit.ly/1cOXua8 and by
calling Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180.
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Celebrating the 4th

[street level]

Wilshire Closures
Painful or Not?

Compiled by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
Here are some last minute
ideas for Independence Day.
All events on Mon. July 4th,
unless otherwise specified.

ets start at $13. Rose Bowl,
2 p.m. 1001 Rose Bowl Dr.,
Pasadena. Information: rosebowlstadium.com

Grand Park Block Party
Downtown’s Grand Park hosts
a family friendly block party
featuring two stages of music, food trucks, games and
a special lights and fireworks
show on City Hall. Performers include L.A. based pop
singer-songwriter Jenny O.,
soul singer Dexter Story and
Grammy nominated reggae
singer Rocky Dawuni. Free.
Grand Park, 2 p.m., 200
North Grand Ave. Information: grandparkla.com

Lost & Found Film
Club: All Summer In A Day
Every month the Cinefamily’s Lost & Found Film Club
shares some of the weirdest
industrial and educational 16
mm films. This month, the 16
mm showcase focuses entirely
on bizarre patriotic fare. You’ll
see everything from cartoons
to propaganda. In addition to
the smorgasbord of films, there
will be a BBQ potluck on the
Silent Movie Theater’s back
patio. Tickets are $12. Cinefamily at the Silent Movie
Theater, 2 p.m. 611 N Fairfax
Ave. Info: cinefamily.org

Americafest The Rose
Bowl’s 90th annual patriotic
show features music, motorcycle stunts, a musical performance by Beatles tribute
band the Liverpool Legends
and what is allegedly the largest fireworks display in Southern California. Additionally,
there will be a special salute
to America’s space program,
in honor of Jet Propulsion
Lab’s Juno mission. The Juno
mission is expected to arrive
on Jupiter on July 4th. Tick-

Dodgers vs. Orioles
Why throw a barbecue when
you can enjoy a Dodger Dog
(or four)? There’s no better way
to celebrate the 4th than with
an east coast/west coast show
down between the Dodgers
and the Baltimore Orioles.
Fittingly for a game against
a team with an avian name,
before the game there will be
a special performance by Los

By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
For 22 weekends, portions of Wilshire Boulevard between
Detroit Street and Highland Avenue will be closed for the extension of the Metro Purple Line. The closures started June 10th.
How have they affected you, if at all?
Angeles Zoo bald eagles Chinook and Anami. Fireworks
will follow the game. Tickets
start at $25. Dodger Stadium, 6:10 p.m. 1000 Elysian
Park Ave. Info: dodgers.com
Chicago The Hollywood
Bowl Orchestra is joined by
the hit rock band Chicago and
the U. S. Air Force Band of
the Golden West for an evening of American music. The
evening will be capped by the
Hollywood Bowl’s famous
fireworks. Tickets start at $5.
Hollywood Bowl, Fri., July
2nd through Mon., July 4th,
all shows at 7:30 p.m. 2301
Highland Ave. Information:
hollywoodbowl.com
Galaxy vs. Vancouver
Whitecaps FC The five-time
MLS champions take the 4th
of July to its logical conclusion by taking on a team from
see 4TH page 15

Hardwear

“It hasn’t
because I was
sick in bed all
last week.”
– Christina
N., outside

“I haven’t been
affected
because I
haven’t really
driven by
LACMA and
all that stuff.” – Mario A.,
outside Hardwear
“Well, it’s
brought me one
step closer to
insanity, but I
lived through
the Red Line
station construction on
Vermont, so I know it will be
worth it. But right now, I’ve
had to change all my routes.”
– Mary Ann C., outside the
Larchmont Barber Shop

Goorin Bros.

“I haven’t been
affected at all. I
don’t usually go
down there.”
– Ryan C.,
outside

“I’m mildly
affected
because I take
Wilshire by bus
every morning
and there’s
been more congestion. The
weekends are annoying
because I have to take an
alternate route while driving
around. It’s not a huge issue,
as I have the option of a car,
but I imagine that if the bus is
your only option, it’s a pain.”
– Patty C., outside Diptyque
“I haven’t been
affected by it.”
– Jack C.,
outside Flicka

extended

warranty

July 2016
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Unreported Crime Won’t Help
Community, Police Say

LABONGE from page 1

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
As president of the Hancock Park Homeowners Assoc., Cindy Chvatal sometimes
receives the anxious emails and
calls from neighbors who have
been victims of crimes. She also
receives reports from security
companies patrolling the area.
In mid-May, it appeared that
there was a crime spike.
“We had a rash of crime
one evening on South McCadden,” Chvatal said. “Three or
four houses were hit.”
Incidents of vehicle breakins and attempted burglaries

“

of the Wilshire Division, who
oversees the patrolling in Hancock Park, said that underreported crime has been a longstanding issue.
“I’ll give you an example,”
Cordova said. “I had a gentlemen call me to say he was a
victim of somebody breaking
into his car two days earlier.
He didn’t have time to make
a report and he wouldn’t have
time until the weekend, but
that he would make one.”
Cordova said when he is
told about crimes after the fact

“I know the homeowners association is
really trying to encourage people to report
crime, and they should, because a lot of
times additional resources are put in areas
where crime is up.” — Los Angeles Police
Senior Lead Officer, David Cordova

were also the talk of the neighborhood. However, this crime
spike was not later reflected in
police statistics because not all
of the crimes were reported to
the police.
Although Chvatal has
reminded residents that the
neighborhood will only get
increased patrols when police
statistics dictate the need, she
said the inconvenience of formally reporting a crime prevents many from doing so.
“It’s very hard to report,”
said Chvatal. “You have to go
down [to the station] or [be
placed] on hold forever [on the
phone].”
Los Angeles Police Senior
Lead Officer, David Cordova

the court rule, by default, in
the Yorks’ favor in their ongoing litigation with the city as
punishment for the destruction of documents, which had
been requested by the Yorks’
attorneys as part of discovery
in their case.
The motion also seeks
$65,000 in attorneys’ fees for
time the Yorks’ attorneys spent
regarding the document destruction component of the
lawsuit, which was initially
filed in 2015.
The “[c]ity intentionally
destroyed evidence that is essential to the Yorks’ claims,”
and in doing so has “irreparably prejudiced” the Yorks, the
latest motion read.
At issue is the couple’s desire for permits and city approvals to grade the large

hillside property they own at
6459 Innsdale Dr.—just west
of Griffith Park—
to construct a single-family home, a guest house and an
access driveway.
According to the lawsuit,
“LaBonge made clear that he
wanted to preserve the undeveloped land around Griffith
Park, and to expand the park
to the [w]est and incorporate
the York property.”
While the city did approve
the grading of a small portion
of the Yorks’ property, according to the lawsuit it was not
enough for their project, triggering an appeal by the Yorks.
According to the recent
filing, during a zoning appeal
hearing on the matter in 2014,
LaBonge’s Chief of Land Use
Deputy Renee Weitzer argued, “We’re continuing try-

ing to increase Griffith Park in
every way possible. [LaBonge]
does not believe it is important enough for anybody to be
granted these variances so that
you can scar the mountains of
Los Angeles forever.”
The Yorks’ appeal was denied. The couple later filed suit
in January 2015, saying the
city’s actions were a violation
of their civil rights and that
they had been deprived use of
their property.
For that, the Yorks are seeking $50 million in damages.
According to the recent
court filing, the Yorks requested in 2015 documents related
to their case from city agencies by way of the California
Public Records Act. Per the
lawsuit, the city responded, at
that time, that it had 355 pagsee LABONGE page 6

”

and he asks the victim if he or
she filed a report, the answer
he often gets is that the victim
didn’t have time to do so or
that so little was taken that it
didn’t seem worth reporting.
“I know the homeowners
association is really trying to
encourage people to report
crime,” said Cordova, “and
they should, because a lot of
times additional resources
are put in areas where crime
is up.”
Wilshire Division Senior
Lead Officer Hebel Rodriguez,
whose area includes neighborhoods south of Wilshire Boulevard, agreed.
“We can’t help you if you

SETTING THE STANDARD
in Residential Security

see CRIME page 8

24/7 Armed Patrol & Response

• Locally owned & operated by retired
LAPD Supervisors
• Manned by active off-duty licensed
law enforcement officers
• 24-7 direct contact with patrol officer
who never leaves the area
• Responds to all alarm monitoring
companies

Call us today (866) 357-1772 • www.ssa-securitygroup.com

LIMITED OFFER:
FIRST MONTH FREE
FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS
IN THE MID-WILSHIRE AREA.
MENTION THIS AD
TO FIND OUT MORE.

Protecting Los Angeles
Neighborhoods Since 1991
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Homeowners Resist One-Size-Fits-All Home-Sharing Ordinance
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
The controversy surrounding the proposed Los Angeles
City ordinance on home-sharing and short-term rentals like
those on Airbnb and VRBO
websites came to the floor of
the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council this past June.
When the board considered a motion to support the
ordinance—which will regulate the home-sharing industry that has exploded in Los
Angeles—it passed with six
members in favor, zero against
and seven abstentions.
According to the Los Angeles Dept. of City Planning, although short-term rentals—defined as renting out a room for
fewer than 30 days at a time—
are not legal in the vast majority
of Los Angeles, the large numbers of such rentals are having a
significant impact.
Of most concern is the
trend of affordable housing
units, which would otherwise
house full-time tenants, being turned into more lucrative
short-term rental units. This
further tightens the housing
supply in a city that “has an
extremely low vacancy rate and
the most unaffordable housing
stock in the country,” accord-

ing to a guide written by the
city’s department of planning.
Add to this that many
hosts do not pay taxes the city
would receive if a guest stayed
at a hotel, plus the complaints
of neighbors who say short-term
renters can be disruptive to the
character of a neighborhood.
To address these issues,
the proposed ordinance originally stated—among other requirements—that hosts must
register with the city, report
the number, length and price
charged for each stay, pay the
city the corresponding taxes,
host only one unit within their
primary residence and limit
hosting to 90 days—later revised to 180 days—per year.
Fines are established for
both non-compliant hosts and
internet companies that advertise the rentals of those hosts.
As of late June, there were
18 units listed for short-term
rental in the Greater Wilshire
area on the home-sharing
website Airbnb.
At the neighborhood
council meeting, Suzan Fellman, a short-term rental host,
told the board that she felt the
ordinance was an invasion of
privacy and that the restric-

tion of 90 days—the limit
proposed at that time—was
economically harmful.
Board member John Gresham agreed that the ordinance
may need to be fine-tuned in
the future, but said that it was
a good “first step” to halting

apartments,” said Tepper. “I
don’t know why the city can’t
recognize that there are different kinds of hosts. It’s mindbending to me.”
Although Tepper said he
believes the requirements of
the ordinance to register with

“My private home, whether rented for
90, 180 or 365 days simply has no proven
direct effect on affordable housing.”
— Homeowner Kirby Tepper
abuses in home-sharing.
“All of a sudden developers
buy up six homes in a neighborhood and decide to run a
business,” of short-term rentals
Gresham said. “That’s what this
ordinance is addressing.”
Kirby Tepper, who built a
guesthouse on his property in
Hollywood and has rented it
out for the majority of the last
nine years, said that the ordinance unfairly lumps together
hosts who rent a single unit on
their own with sub-lessors and
abusive multi-unit property
owners.
“Legislate against those
who are sub-renting apartments. Legislate against those
who are kicking people out of

the city and pay taxes on reported stays is fair, the 90-day
limit, he said, is devastating to
individual homeowners.
“If they put in the 90 days
limitation,” said Tepper, “I
will have to rent out my guest
house fully in order to get
close to my current income.
My personal choice is that I
don’t want a year round tenant
and now I’m forced to do it.”
Tepper explained that fulltime tenants can be difficult to
evict if problems arise, and that
a lease would limit his flexibility if his aging mother needed a
new home at a moment’s notice.
Beyond these issues, Tepper
said he is angered by what he
said is the injustice of being told

what to do with his own home.
“This is my private property that I paid for and own,”
said Tepper, “and it’s not taking away from apartment rentals anywhere.”
On June 23rd, the Los
Angeles City Planning Commission approved the ordinance, with a revised cap of
180 days a year permitted for
short-term rentals.
Tepper, who attended the
hearing, was not satisfied.
“My private home, whether rented for 90, 180 or 365
days simply has no proven direct effect on affordable housing,” he said.
The proposed ordinance
will go before the City Council in coming months.
Meanwhile, it appears the
city is starting to crack down
on what officials say are illegal
rentals.
The Los Angeles City Attorney’s office filed criminal
charges June 13th against one
property owner in the Fairfax
district, alleging the formerly
rent-controlled property was
improperly listed on Airbnb,
as well as three other civil cases June 17th against owners of
three rent-controlled properties, which, the city attorney
alleges have been illegally converted to hotels.

LIVINGSPACES.COM | 877-266-7300
FREMONT | GILBERT | HUNTINGTON BEACH | IRVINE | LA MIRADA | MENIFEE | MID CITY | MISSION VALLEY
MONROVIA | PHOENIX | RANCHO CUCAMONGA | REDONDO BEACH | SAN LEANDRO | SCOTTSDALE | VAN NUYS | VISTA
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Brown first met Linda Rondstadt before they briefly dated
in the late 1970s. In fact, on
the restaurant’s menu, Arroz
Con Pollo is described as the
“Jerry Brown special.”
Raoul
Wallenberg
Square (Intersection of Beverly Blvd and Fairfax Ave): A
statue of Wallenberg, a humanitarian hero of the Holocaust, marks the intersection
named in his honor. Wallenberg was a Swedish diplomat
who used his position as Sweden’s special envoy in Budapest
to save over 20,000 Jews in
Nazi-occupied Hungary. With
permission from no one, Wallenberg issued Schutz-passes,
official looking but phony
protective passports identifying the bearers as Swedish
subjects, to Hungarian Jews.
These passes prevented the
bearer from being deported, as
Sweden was neutral in World
War II. In some cases, Wallenberg even issued Schutzpasses to people just as they
were being forced on trains to
concentration camps. During
the last months of World War
II, Wallenberg was captured
by Soviet counter-intelligence
and was never seen alive again.
Since his disappearance, Wallenberg has been named an
honorary citizen of the U.S.
and named one of the Righteous Among The Nations by
Israel, amongst many other international honors.

It’s Hip to Be Square
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
As you’re driving around
Los Angeles you might sometimes see signs declaring certain
intersections as “So-and-So
Square.” These squares, usually designated by Los Angeles
City Councilmembers, tell a lot
about the history of the city by
honoring foreign heroes, neighborhood businesses, community activists, police officers, and
yes, even celebrities. Here are a
few of the notable city squares
in our neighborhood.
Dr. Sammy Lee Square
(Olympic Boulevard and
Normandie Avenue): Sammy
Lee achieved instant fame
when he became the first
Asian-American to take home
Olympic gold when he won
the 10-meter platform diving competition at the 1948
London Olympics. Four years
later he became the first man
to win back-to-back gold
medals when he again won
the 10-meter platform diving
contest at the 1952 Helsinki
games. In 1947, he received his
M.D. from USC and became
an expert on diseases of the
ear. Lee’s accomplishments are
especially impressive due to
the era’s racism. As an AsianAmerican man, Lee could
only use his neighborhood
pool once a week, so his trainer built a deep sand-filled pit
in his backyard and had Lee
practice by diving into that.
Edith Wyle Square
(Wilshire Boulevard and Stanley Avenue): Located half a
block west from the Craft and
Folk Art Museum, this square
honors the museum’s founder,
Edith Wyle. Wyle originally
opened the museum in 1965
as a café and gallery called
The Egg and the Eye. In 1973,
Wyle transformed the café
into the Craft and Folk Art
Museum, where she served as
director until 1984. Additionally, Wyle served on the board
at CalArts and created art for
the 1984 Summer Olympics.

Edgar F. Magnin Square
(The block surrounded by
Wilshire Blvd, Hobart Blvd,
6th Street and Harvard Blvd):
Fittingly, the Los Angeles City
Council decided to honor the
Wilshire Boulevard Temple’s
longtime rabbi by naming the
block it sits on after him. Rabbi
Magnin served as rabbi of Congregation B’nai B’rith for 69
years and oversaw the opening
of the Wilshire Temple in 1928.
In addition to being known as
the “rabbi to the stars” for his
close relationship with many
Hollywood figures, Rabbi
Magnin delivered the inaugural
prayer at Richard Nixon’s 1969
presidential inauguration.
I Love Lucy Square
(Melrose Avenue and Plymouth Boulevard): While it
might seem obvious who this
square is named after, there’s
actually a bit of a twist. The
square located in front of the
Paramount lot, which was
once the Desilu television
studios lot, does honor pioneering comedian and Desilu
co-founder Lucille Ball, but
it also honors Lucy Casado.
Casado is the owner of Lucy’s El Adobe Cafe, a Mexican restaurant located at this
corner that has a reputation
as a favorite of rock stars and
politicians. It’s said that this
is where California Gov. Jerry

humps installed citywide from
1994 until 2009, only required
a daily traffic count of 500 cars,
but required more residential
approval. Previously, 75% of
residents on an affected street
were required to sign a petition
in support. The city’s previous
program costs varied yearly between $330,000 and $1 million.
According to Gillman, the
cost for placing speed humps,
usually two on each residential
street, ranges between $10,000
and $12,000 per street, dependent on the street’s width.

HUMPS from page 1

of Transportation (LADOT)
spokesperson Bruce Gillman,
could get relief faster for some
streets that have not been
ranked as a priority.
For either program—city
or privately funded—a set of
new criteria must be met for
consideration of the speed
humps, including a traffic count
registering 1,000 cars daily and
buy-in, by way of a survey, of
2/3 of the residents on the street.
The previous program,
which saw over 3,700 speed

LABONGE from page 4

es of related documents.
But the city, soon after, requested and was granted a stay
by the court in the proceedings, which stopped the city
from providing the documents
the Yorks had requested.
The stay was lifted in January 2016.
According to the lawsuit, when the Yorks learned
through the media, at about
that same time, that LaBonge
had destroyed public records,
the city reassured them “all

relevant records,” related to
their case, “in the possession
of...LaBonge in relation to this
matter are retained.”
But per the lawsuit, as
well as widespread media coverage, former staffers have said
LaBonge told them to destroy
all documents in the office in
the weeks before he left office
June 30, 2015, documents related to the Yorks’ case among
them. To date, the city has
confirmed at least 113 boxes
of LaBonge documents were
destroyed.

Sign up for

Larchmont Ledger
email updates!
Register at www.larchmontledgerla.com
or email us at: newsletter@larchmontledgerla.com

WE
NOW OFFER
SOLAR!

We offer a full service residential
& commercial roofer and leak specialist.
Free estimates and senior discounts.
Since 1942  State License 386172
1015 North Gower St.  Hollywood, CA 90038
(323) 469-2981  Fax (323) 469-5044
www. supremeroofing.net

HELP WANTED:
FULL TIME OFFICE ASSISTANT
Robertson-Beverly Hills

High-end Restaurant. Looking for a mature, organized, detail oriented,
self-motivated office assistant. You will support the Accounting Department
with AP, sales reconciliations, provide other administrative support such as
answering phones, filing and working on projects.

•

Qualifications:
• Excel and Word skills
Will train on accounting software
• Data entry skills

Send resume to: wendylad.113@gmail.com
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[real estate]

HPOZs South of Wilshire Offer Charm and Value
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

676 S Bronson, a 4 bedroom, 3 bath Craftsman home in the HPOZ neighborhood
of Wilshire Park recently sold for for $1.459 million. Traci Bates and Lorna Hennington of Bates Hennington Real Estate were the listing agents and Benjamin
Bundy with Teles Properties, Inc. represented the buyer.

There were 49 single-family homes and 22 condos sold
in our coverage area this May,
according to Core Logic, a real
estate data analysis firm based

in La Jolla, CA.
LaFayette Square’s 90019
zip code has consistently seen
the most single family home
sales in the area for the last

several months, and that trend
continued in May, with 21
homes sold at a median price
of $878,000 up 4.2% from the
same time last year.
Lorna Hennington of
Bates Hennington Real Estate
said LaFayette Square’s rise in
popularity is due in large part
to its Historic Preservation
Overlay Zone (HPOZ) status.
“People have discovered
HPOZs in general,” said Hennington. “That’s where they
will get the best value for their
dollar and beautiful historic
homes [instead of] everything
being torn down and turned
into square boxes.”
While according to Hennington, Hancock Park, also
an HPOZ, maintains popularity, she said buyers are now
discovering that properties are
less expensive across Wilshire

Boulevard.
According to Hennington, buyers can save hundreds
of thousands, sometimes over
a million dollars on comparable HPOZ properties of the
same size—and often built by
the same architects—as those
in Hancock Park by going
south of Wilshire Boulevard.
Despite the rising popularity of single family homes
in 90019, only one condo sold
this May in the same zip code,
for $590,000—over 10%
higher than the median price
for condos sold in the area at
the same time last year.
Meanwhile, 17 homes
sold in Hancock Park’s 90004
zip code, at a median price
of $1.25 million, down 2.9%
from May of last year.
However, condo prices
for the 90004 zip code were
up, with six sold at a median
price of $620,000—a 15.9%
increase over May of last year.
La Brea-Wilshire’s 90036

zip code saw 10 homes sell, at a
median price of $1.65 million,
with no change in median
price from May of last year.
Condo prices in the La
Brea-Wilshire area continued
the downward trend of the last
few months, with three sold in
May at more than a 50% decrease in median price from
last year to $408,000.
Only one home sold this
May in Hancock Park’s 90020
zip code—for $1.95 million, a
2% decrease from last May’s
median price—but 12 condos
sold in the same zip code, the
most of any neighborhood in
our coverage area.
The median price for those
condos was $423,000 a 10.6%
increase over May of last year.
As for upcoming
trends, Hennington said, “The
new Metro [purple line extension] means everything up and
down Crenshaw Boulevard is
going to be gaining in popularity.”

#1 Team
Keller Williams Larchmont 2015

Considering selling your home?
Call or email us today for a complimentary
market evaluation of your property!
John Kostrey
Realtor - Brokers Associate - Attorney
C: 310-621-4341
BRE #01729039

Buyers Specialists
Samantha McMillin
Realtor - Buyers Specialist
C: 310-709-6707
Sarah McMaster
Realtor - Buyers Specialist
C: 213-215-2563

info@TheKostreyCollection.com

www.HancockParkHome.com
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[HOUSE & HOLMES]

Driving Me Crazy
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist
I used to brag
that we didn’t
have “flying bugs” in Los Angeles. I would gleefully pronounce
to my relatives in Ohio that we
never get mangled by a mosquito or gnawed on by a gnat.
But this year we’re
plagued by all sorts of flying
vermin. Okay, that might be a
bit strong, but we’ve seen a lot
more bugs.
We like to eat outside on

longs to ignite again, those
flickering flames that contain
that sweet-smelling anti-bug
scent—citronella.
My plan was simple. Put
some Tikis on my patio, fill
the canisters with kerosene
laced with citronella and say
aloha to my bug problems.
Unfortunately the smoke
generated by a dozen flaming
Tikis surrounding our patio was
thick enough to rival a taxi ride

My plan was simple. Put some Tikis
on my patio, fill the canisters with
kerosene laced with citronella and say
aloha to my bug problems.
our patio, but that means opening the door from the kitchen
and scurrying back and forth
with placemats, dishes, glasses,
food, and whatnot.
Our old fashioned door
opens out, which means that
we can’t add a screen door, so
we needed to devise another
way to stop the bugs from flying inside.
Luckily, Elvis came to the
rescue. My wife was watching Blue Hawaii on her iPad
and I couldn’t help but notice
that Elvis was arguing with his
mom. Suddenly it hit me—
why does Elvis turn down a
career at the Great Southern
Hawaiian Fruit Company to
become a tour guide?
Because he gets to have
one of the best screen kisses
ever with Joan Blackman at
the beach surrounded by dozens of Tikl Torches!
Tiki Torches—those symbols of groovy 1960s backyard
pool parties, those bamboo
poles with a tin canister that
my inner 12-year old boy

in downtown Mexico City.
The smoldering ooze may
have scared the bugs, but it
also intimidated my entire
family and left a lovely black
residue on my once cream-colored stucco.
So I resorted to my secret
weapon for all of my home improvement woes—my supercontractor pal, Dave.
Dave has that rare Elvislike magnetism around women which the rest of us only
dream about. I told him my
Tiki woes and he couldn’t help
but laugh.
“Never more than four
torches, pal,” said Dave.
He also had a simple solution for my door.
“Mesh screen panels are
your answer,” he said.
I ordered my walkthrough patio screen mesh
panels online and easily attached them.
Which goes to prove once
again: “If I can’t figure it out—
and I know that I can’t—my
friend Dave can.”

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Let’s Stop the Blowing!
By Meher MacArthur, Ledger Columnist
Although I love living in
Los Angeles, every day I am
disturbed at some point by
the loud drone of a nearby leaf
blower being used to tidy up
someone’s yard.
These awful machines create noise and dust pollution
and prevent leaves from decomposing and enriching the

these blowers—even the electric ones—kick up. Gardeners
who use blowers are especially
exposed to potential harmful
effects.
The volunteer group Zero
Air Pollution provides information on their website on the
leaf-blower issue.
We can work with neigh-

These awful machines create noise
and dust pollution…
soil. And gas leaf blowers are
actually illegal.
Years ago, I asked our gardeners to rake instead of blow
when they tend to our yard,
and they did so without complaint. They spend the same
time on our property as they
did before, charge the same
rate, and our garden looks
fine.
If it’s that easy to switch,
why are blowers still everywhere?
Last week, I noticed dozens of comments on Nextdoor, our local online forum,
from people who are literally
sick from the fumes and dust

borhood councils to make this
a priority locally. We can also
politely ask our neighbors to
have their gardeners rake and
sweep instead of blow leaves.
If they refuse, we can call the
City of Los Angeles’ Leafblower Hotline.
If we want cleaner air
where we live and work, we
need to speak up and make
sure our anti-leaf blower laws
are enforced.
Zero Air Pollution, zapla.org;
Leafblower Hotline,
800-996-2489, or
213-473-4183,between
7a.m and 5 p.m.

CRIME from page 4

don’t report it,” he said.
Rodriguez also had some
suggestions to prevent crimes.
“Do a walk through your
home,” he said, “and check for
loose locks on your windows
and doors.”
Rodriguez said that as
many homes in the Wilshire
area were built in the 1920s
and 1930s, some of the locking mechanisms have been
compromised over time. He
added that many burglars
know this as well.
“Figure out if you have a
loose lock before they do,” he
said.
Rodriguez also suggested
that residents consider the
“Ring” video doorbell, a surveillance tool that alerts a
homeowner via smartphone
when somebody is on their
property.
Even if a homeowner is
miles away, should a burglar
knock on a door to see if anyone is home, the homeowner
can talk to the would-be burglar through a speaker and
give the illusion that someone
is inside the house.
“It’s a great deterrent,”
said Rodriguez, “and a great
option for someone who can’t
afford an alarm system.”

“It truly was a dream experience…We would work
with Eileen again in a heartbeat. I can't recommend her
strongly enough.” - Jen & Josh
“…she guided us through the process with remarkable calm, good sense, and
expertise.”
-Sarah & Dana
“Eileen was on point. Not only was she extremely helpful and knowledgeable, she
was patient and went out of her way to make sure we were comfortable and
educated before we moved forward on any and every detail…. We’ll be referring
her to everyone in our circle.”
-Rob G.
“…As either a Buyer or a Seller you will be in extremely capable hands with Eileen
Lanza. She is a consummate pro.”
-Tony G.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Eileen Lanza is a Top Producer/Realtor with our office. She is a
seasoned, full-time Realtor of more than 13 years, helping buyers
and sellers negotiate transactions all over Los Angeles.
Contact Eileen Today!

(323) 810-7935
www.eileenlanza.com
eileenlanza@me.com
Larchmont Homeowner

Larchmont’s Choice!
CAL BRE # 01393915
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[LAFAYETTE SQUARE]

The Square’s Culinary Pioneers:
The Boos Brothers
By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist

2016 Mid-Year
Lease Snapshot

Los Feliz

JASMINE WARD › (cell) 323.284.4572
jasmine@therentalgirl.com › BRE LIC. # 02005995

LEASED

LEASED

LEASED
3843 Tracy St.
Los Feliz
2 bed 1 bath, $2,795

2036 Ames St.
Los Feliz
4 bed 2.5 bath, $5,800

LEASED

4534 Melbourne Ave.
Los Feliz
3 bed 3 bath, $4,500

LEASED

4043 Cumberland Ave. 1916 Hoover St.
Los Feliz
2 bed 1.5 bath, $3,400

Los Feliz
2 bed 1 bath, $3,295

The Boos Brothers made their fortune with a chain of seven cafeterias that dotted California during the early 1900s.

There are some homes in
Lafayette Square that not only
catch the eye, but also capture one’s curiosity. Two such
homes are the brick pile at
1651 Wellington Road and the
grand manor at 1739 Buckingham Road.
Those homes exist thanks
to the visionary culinary
pioneers known as the Boos
Brothers.
After the death of his parents in1887, 15 year-old Horace became the man of the
Boos family. He moved his
brothers—Orlando, Henry
and Cyrus—from Moscow,
Ohio to St. Louis, Missouri.
After making some money in the food industry with a
grocery store and a restaurant,
they moved west. In 1906,
they opened their first Boos
Brothers restaurant in downtown Los Angeles.
Orlando was chef, Cyrus
was the butcher and baker, and Horace and Henry
washed dishes, swept the floor
and took in the money.
Eventually they built up a
chain of seven cafeterias located from downtown Los Angeles, to Catalina Island and up

to San Francisco. The dining
establishments were modeled
after the European cafeteria
style.
Their critics scoffed, but
the cafeterias made them rich
men. In 1926, they sold the
entire operation for $7 million. One of the restaurants
they sold morphed into the
recently refurbished Clifton’s
cafeteria.
The architect Charles F.
Plummer, who later formed
the partnership of Plummer,
Wurdeman, and Becket, designed all the restaurants in the
brothers’ restaurant empire.
When they were ready to build
their mansions, the brothers
hired his firm to design houses
in LaFayette Square for Henry
and Orlando.
Built in 1915, Henry’s
Beaux-arts style home on Wellington Road is rumored to
have a slab-marble foyer and a
freestanding staircase.
The Mediterranean Revival home on Buckingham
Road, designed in 1916 for
Orlando, now functions as
the rectory of the Episcopal
Church of the Advent located
on Adams Boulevard.

[OXFORD SQUARE]

Oxford Square Love Fest

LEASED

LEASED

3939 Prospect Ave.
Los Feliz
1 bed 1 bath, $2,995

LEASED

LEASED

LEASED
4049 Cumberland Ave.
Los Feliz
2 bed 1 bath, $2,600

3259 Rowena Ave.
Los Feliz
1 bed 1 bath, $2,800

4411 Los Feliz Blvd. #307
Los Feliz
1 bed 1 bath, $2,895

LEASED

LEASED

3737 Monon St.
Los Feliz
1 bed 1 bath, $2,495

LEASED

LEASED

1732 1/2 N. Mariposa Ave. 1969 Palmerston Place
Los Feliz
Los Feliz
2 bed 1 bath, $2,995
2 bed 1 bath, $3,195

LEASED

4133 Cumberland Ave. 4614 Finley Ave.
Los Feliz
2 bed 2 bath, $2,200

Los Feliz
1 bed 1 bath, $2,195

Atwater Village,
Silver Lake & Echo Park

1964 N.Commonwealth
Los Feliz
1 bed 2 bath, $2,995

LINDSAY VICTORY › (cell) 323.844.0329
victory@therentalgirl.com › BRE LIC. # 01970611

ADDRESS

NEIGHBORHOOD BED/BATH

RENT

832 1/2 SILVER LAKE BLVD

SILVER LAKE

1/1

$2,100.00

3838 BRUNSWICK AVE.

ATWATER VILLAGE

2/1

$3,650.00

4217 1/2 GATEWAY AVE.

SILVER LAKE

1/1

$1,995.00

2519 KENILWORTH AVE.

SILVER LAKE

2/1

$3,195.00
$1,500.00

2620 LAKEWOOD AVE

SILVER LAKE

3/2

$4,200.00

1255 N. VIRGIL AVE

SILVER LAKE

1/1

3516 CRESTMONT AVE

SILVER LAKE

3/1.5

$4,400.00

1932 PRESTON

ECHO PARK

3/1

$2,875.00

1234 1/2 N. KENMORE AVE.

SILVER LAKE

1/1

$1,450.00

2391 1/2 TEVIOT ST.

SILVER LAKE

2/1.5

$2,995.00

1234 N. KENMORE AVE.

SILVER LAKE

1/1

$1,295.00

4261 FOUNTAIN AVE

SILVER LAKE

1/1

$1,500.00

4009 SEQUOIA ST #1

ATWATER VILLAGE

1/1

$1,300.00

DUANE ST AT WATERLOO ST

SILVER LAKE

2/2

$2,895.00

1030 W. KENSINGTON RD.

ECHO PARK

1/1

$2,200.00

1345 ELYSIAN PARK DR

ECHO PARK

0/1

$1,200.00

2037 GRIFFITH PARK BLVD

SILVER LAKE

1/1

$1,995.00

3333 LA CLEDE AVE.

ATWATER VILLAGE

1/1

$1,795.00

3840 BRUNSWICK AVE

ATWATER VILLAGE

2/1

$2,895.00

4217 1/2 GATEWAY AVE.

SILVER LAKE

1/1

$1,995.00

3957 1/2 REVERE AVE.

ATWATER VILLAGE

1/1

$2,095.00

2517 KENILWORTH AVE.

SILVER LAKE

2/1

$3,195.00

3933 LEGION LANE

ATWATER VILLAGE

2/1

$2,595.00

3841 BOYCE AVE

ATWATER VILLAGE

1/1

$1,795.00

3911 MELROSE AVE.

SILVER LAKE

1/1

$1,450.00

2413 HIDALGO AVE

SILVER LAKE

2/1

$2,795.00

(p) 323.275.9273

From our
Sales Team

By Murray Cohen, Ledger Columnist
I don’t like politics. They make

me nervous.
I used to savor a good
fight, but in my golden years,
I instinctively walk the other
way.
For the past eight years,
our neighborhood of Oxford
Square has been seeking approval for a Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ).
Nearly all of our houses
here were built between 1908
and 1937 and there are some
really cool old places with a
ton of history behind them.
Our HPOZ is important,
not only for practical concerns
July 2016

like stopping mansionization,
but for more esoteric reasons
like maintaining a part of L.A.
history.
We had thought that
there was little contention on
the issue, but at a neighborhood meeting, a small band
of neighbors mounted an opposition.
It was a call to arms and I
hate calling to arms.
I volunteered to help and
was given a list of our supporters. My job was to ask them
to speak at an upcoming City
Planning Commission hearing.
I was more than relieved
when we got to the meet-

SOLD

SOLD

JUST LISTED

2034/2036 CITY VIEW AVE › BOYLE HEIGHTS
2 BED/2 BATH › SOLD: $355,000

848 N. KINGS RD › WEST HOLLYWOOD
2 BED/2 BATH › SOLD: $740,000

944 E. HOWARD ST › PASADENA
3 BED/2 BATH › JUST LISTED: $799,000
944HOWARDST.COM

CRISTINA BROW

MONA GHOSSEIN

ELIZABETH M CDONALD

(P) 323.282.3623 › CRISTINA@BROWHOMES.COM

(P) 323.284.4529 › MONA@MONAANDBRITA.COM

(P) 323.313.5780 › LIZ@THERENTALGIRL.COM

BRE LIC. # 01964062

BRE LIC. # 01342592

BRE LIC. # 01449897

BRITA KLEINGARTNER
(P) 323.284.5674 › BRITA@MONAANDBRITA.COM
BRE LIC. # 01977100

Thinking of leasing or selling your home? Give us a call...
(p) 323.275.9273

see OXFORD page 14

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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[RETAIL THERAPY]

Bringing Stylish Living to Hollywood
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist
Hollywood’s remake continues apace with the redone,
mixed-use 4.7-acre Columbia
Square campus. The Art Deco-styled complex was once a
CBS broadcast facility.
Now it’s home to the private coworking space NeueHouse Hollywood and other
enterprises. A newly complet-

ed office building on the campus will soon welcome Viacom.
Opened in June are the
Proper Hollywood Residences, a 23-story, 200-unit,
long-term stay, furnished and
unfurnished apartment tower
managed by Proper Hospitality built on the northwest cor-

ner of the property.
“Nothing compares to
it in the market,” said Brian
De Lowe, president and cofounder of Proper Hospitality.
“There are older Hollywood
apartment hotels found on
Rossmore—our new version is
modeled after those.”
Proper Hospitality and
Hotels—like the Avalon
in Beverly Hills and Palm

The rooftop deck at the Hollywood Proper Residences will open soon with a
pool, bar and view-rich restaurant.

Springs—are under the aegis
of Brad Korzen, known locally
for developing the Broadway
Hollywood Lofts at Holly-

wood and Vine.
Furnished apartments on
the 11th-20th floors—includsee RETAIL page 11

[THEATER REVIEW]

Summer Brings Shakespeare
to Griffith Park
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic
Summer
theater
in
Griffith Park has become a
popular local tradition. In
2014, productions presented
by the Independent Shakespeare Company attracted
over 43,000 people.
Melissa Chalsma, the
company’s artistic director,
will be producing Shakespeare’s Richard III throughout July in the Old Zoo area
of the park.
“This play seemed timely in
an election year,” said Chalsma,
“Shakespeare comments on the
fallaciousness of government—
how politicians may manipulate
for personal gain.”
Richard III is the tragic
tale of an antihero who is
driven to obtain power by any
means.
The productions of the Independent Shakespeare Company are known for their nonstodgy take on the classics.
This production is based on
the1699 Colley Cibber melodramatic interpretation of
Shakespeare’s play, which for
over 200 years was the most
popular version performed by
many famous thespians.
Chalsma says the play is
90% Shakespeare and includes
all the famous lines such as, “A
horse, a horse, my kingdom
for a horse.”
In the 16th century, plays
were performed with music
of the time. This production
will have live music by a rock
band, and actors will wear costumes that are a cross of modern dress with a medieval flare.
Richard will be portrayed
by David Melville, a cofounder of the company who
has also produced and acted in
many of the company’s plays.
In August, the company
will produce Shakespeare’s
The Tempest starring Bernard
White as Prospero. White is
a critically renowned actor of
television, film and stage who
has just finished “Rebel in the
Rye,” a movie starring Kevin
Spacey and Nicholas Holt.
The Independent Shakespeare Company began in
Page 10 HEARTH & HOME

David Melville plays the titular character in the Independent Shakespeare Company’s production of
Richard III in Griffith Park.

New York in 1998 but soon
moved to Los Angeles—first
producing summer Shakespeare at Barnsdall Park and
then, in 2010, relocating to
Griffith Park. Plays are staged
in a natural amphitheater.
Pre-performance
acts
feature local artists such as
the Invertigo Dance Theater,
which will perform July 8th to
July 10th and July 15th to July
17th at 6:30 p.m.
Family workshops, in
which participants are introduced to the play and characters, include a backstage tour
and are available on July 9th
and 17th at 5 p.m. Reservations are recommended.
The plays and parking are
free and attract a large audience. Seating is not reserved,
and you must bring your own
blanket or lawn chair. Bug
spray is advised. You may picnic or buy light refreshments.
Alcohol is not allowed.
Richard III, Old Zoo area at
Griffith Park, Wednesdays
through Sundays at 7 p.m.,
pre-production activities at
6:30 pm, June 30th to July
24th. Free parking. Look for
shocking pink signs pointing
toward parking area. (818)
710-6306, iscla.org
The Tempest, similar schedule,
runs July 30th to September
4th.
www.larchmontledgerla.com

July 2016

Larchmont Ledger
SPENDING from page 1

transparency regarding how
he would use his discretionary spending, what some have
often referred to as a councilmember’s personal ATM or
“slush” account.
Each of the city’s 15 councilmembers divide revenue the
city receives from a handful
of sources like the Street Furniture Fund. That particular
fund is made up of money the
city receives from advertisers on such “street furniture”
as kiosks and bus shelters
throughout the city.
Ryu delivered on his
promise and created the city’s
first-ever
“Discretionary
Funds Task Force” to review
such spending.
Formed last October, the
task force has been meeting
every two months since and
will soon release a spreadsheet
of Ryu’s discretionary spending since he took office on the
city’s open data website.
But some of the nine appointed members to the task
force say they have recently
been taken aback when asked
to review a slew of discretionary fund spending by Ryu retroactively.
According to the council
office, it received, from seven
different sources, just over
$1.2 million in such discretionary funds to spend since
last July 1, 2015.
According to an analysis
by the Ledger, Ryu, during his
first year in office, spent 95%
of those funds—just over $1.1
million—but only a miniscule
amount, $58,700, was approved
by the task force in advance,
all of which were those funds
promised by LaBonge, but rescinded by Ryu at the start of
his term.
At a recent task force
meeting, the committee was
advised Ryu had spent—without their input or prior review—$250,000 for the purchase of land near Mt. Lee,
$50,000 for an LGBT Center
in Hollywood, $25,000 for sig-

July 2016

nage along Museum Row and
$10,000 for a Sherman Oaks
Chamber of Commerce Street
Fair occurring next October.
“That was a big surprise
to us,” said Anastasia Mann,
with the Hollywood Hills
West Neighborhood Council,
and chair of the task force.
“I questioned [that Sherman
Oaks] expenditure,” she said,
because the event is a big revenue generator. “Why didn’t
this come to us before?”
Even though the task
force expressed concern over
the promise of funds to Sherman Oaks, according to Nick
Greif—Ryu’s director of policy
and legislation and overseer of
the task force—that does not
mean Ryu will renege on his
promise. Instead, Greif said,
the council office will take the
task force’s input into consideration the next time such a
request is made.
“They express their concerns to us,” Greif said. “We
will be doing this year after
year. It’s a process....Then when
something like that comes up
again, next time we can make
a different decision.”
To that end, the group has
been working on guidelines to
assist Ryu in making future
spending decisions, for things
such as requests for funding
for block parties, for example.
All involved said the task
force is a work in progress.
“I would love for [the task
force] to see all the requests for
funding first,” said Ryu in an
interview. But, he said, so far
it has not been possible, due to
timing restraints. Further, he
said, the task force is required
to operate under the Brown
Act, which requires meetings
be public and agendized.
That is a good thing, Ryu
said, but it has made the task
force “less nimble.” For instance, he said, “[The task
force] can’t approve of discretionary spending by email.”
Still, everyone involved
said it’s better than what was
done before.

“It’s a breath of fresh air,”
said Greif. “[Constituents] never
knew where the money was going before. The people can now
hold us accountable to where
their money is going.”
In an unusual move, the
full Los Angeles City Council approved Ryu’s motion last
July to rescind LaBonge, their
former colleague’s, last-minute
spending handouts.
But some, like task force
member Cindy Chvatal, with
the Hancock Park Homeowners’ Assoc. is questioning why
those other 14 councilmembers haven’t taken Ryu’s lead
on discretionary spending
transparency.
“Why is no one else doing
this? Tom [LaBonge] was just
see SPENDING page 13

RETAIL from page 10

ing four 2,400 square foot
tricked-out penthouses with
Hollywood Hills, Hancock
Park and downtown views—
are more than just cookie cutter corporate housing said De
Lowe.
“They’re more about lifestyle,” he said.
A minimum seven-night
stay is required for the furnished apartments, which
have all the amenities of a full
service hotel.
Kelly Wearstler Interior
Design created the chic California casual interiors found in the
furnished units utilizing a palette of natural materials, wood
floors and warm browns.
In coming months, a rooftop pool deck with restaurant

and bar will open as well as
a ground floor restaurant.
There’s also a well-equipped
gym on site.
Close to Hancock Park
and Larchmont, the upscale
option should appeal not only
to those in town for the short
term but also nearby residents
who may be downsizing or
renovating their homes and
need temporary digs.
Nightly rates for one-bedroom furnished units begin at
$395 with a seven night minimum; unfurnished one bedroom apartment leases start at
$3,600 per month.
Hollywood Proper
Residences,1550 El Centro,
323-465-7767,
Livehollywoodproper.com

ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES

44th Annual
Cancer Convention
FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND PROFESSIONALS

Sept. 3, 4, & 5, 2016

TURES
• LEC
Sat., Sun. & Mon. – Labor Day Weekend • MOVIES
• EXH
IBITS

SHERATON UNIVERSAL
(Across from Universal Studios Hollywood)

Meet Recovered Cancer Patients with Encouraging Reports
LEARN ABOUT THE PREVENTION & CONTROL OF CANCER
THROUGH NUTRITION, TESTS & NON-TOXIC CANCER THERAPIES SUCH AS
LAETRILE, GERSON, HOXSEY, POLY-MVA, ENZYMES & IMMUNOTHERAPY
FROM MEDICAL DOCTORS, CLINICAL RESEARCHERS,
NUTRITIONISTS & AUTHORS.
ALSO, LEARN ABOUT CHELATION, DMSO, OXYGEN,
HERBAL, CELLULAR & ELECTRO-MAGNETIC THERAPIES.
IN ADDITION, NATURAL THERAPIES FOR HEART, DIABETES,
ARTHRITIS, MS & EYE DISEASES.

CEU’s
for Nurses & Dentists
$45.00/Day

$40.00/Day

For All Events

For Doctor Referrals and Programs contact:

CANCER CONTROL SOCIETY
(323) 663-7801 • www.cancercontrolsociety.com

See the movies:
“Hoxsey Cancer Therapy,” “Nature’s Answer to Cancer”
and “What Your Doctor Won’t Tell You About Cancer” Hosted by Eddie Albert

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Raffle Ticket Madness

“

were among the prizes, they
definitely were interested
(Even I want an Apple Watch
for my wrist!).
Ella Blum Kushner Rodrigez, this year’s top seller,
sold hundreds of tickets at a
Dodgers game. She even gave
out free cookies to buyers.
What a great idea!

My sister and I made posters that read
“Support Your Local Public School! Buy a
Raffle Ticket!” and sold at the Hollywood
Farmer’s Market on Sundays.

assistants. We have awesome
teachers here who are important to our school.
Students were gunning for
the top prize: four Disneyland
passes. People came up with
creative ways to sell tickets.
My sister and I made posters that read “Support Your
Local Public School! Buy a
Raffle Ticket!” and sold at the
Hollywood Farmer’s Market
on Sundays.
When people heard that
money and Apple Products

Off To See the Wizard

A Sad Farewell

By Quinton Palmer, 4th grade
For the end of
our school year
at CWC Hollywood, we had
our big yearly blowout fundraiser. We sold raffle tickets in
packs of 20, and were encouraged to sell as many as possible.
The money will fund
the art and P.E. programs,
as well as additional teachers

[BRAWERMAN EAST]

”

And Ruby Twiford, our
third top seller, went into
stores, asked locals and sold
tickets on Larchmont Boulevard.
This year, other top-selling prizes included tickets to
Universal Studios Hollywood,
Knott’s Berry Farm, and the
Santa Monica Pier.
The school reward is a
soft-serve ice cream dance party, earned by selling 10,000
tickets. That sounds like the
best school day ever!

By Walter Bulman, Naomi Love and Joshua Nasseri
3rd grade

By Isabella Payne
6th grade
Hello! Today,
I have a very
sad yet exciting
topic to share
with you all.
This year, the
sixth grade class at HSH will
be graduating on Thursday,
June 9th. My entire class has
been busy writing speeches,
getting fitted for caps and
gowns, and just mentally preparing themselves for a whole
new school.
When I think about graduation, I don’t think about
leaving my school or any of
my friends. I think that graduation is just another chapter in
our lives.
I know for a fact that I
will not be leaving the Hollywood Schoolhouse. I have
two siblings that attend school
here, so I will be around campus all the time. I also know
that I will not be leaving my
friends. I know we will all
keep in touch.
Graduation may be a sad
time, but we will have our
friends to comfort us, now and
always.

This year our after school
drama program presented the
play The Wizard of Oz. The
story is about Dorothy, her
dog, a scarecrow, a tin man,
and a lion who go to the wizard to ask for what they need.
The play is a musical.
There were twenty actors from
grades Kindergarten through
4th. We had dances and so
many great songs that I am
still singing them. The costumes and scenery were also
beautiful.
We had a large audience,
SPENDING from page 11

giving out money to whomever he felt like,” she said. “What
are [the other councilmembers] afraid of?”
Bob Anderson, also a task
force member, said he thinks
when other active community
members in Los Angeles see
the work the task force has

and they clapped a lot. The actors did a great job. We were
especially proud of the Kindergartners.
This summer, we will have
our first ever Brawerman East
summer camp. We will have
a great time playing different
sports and doing other activities. Coach Donahoe, our P.E.
Coach, will be leading the
camp. I am really excited to go.
We had a special ceremony for Mrs. Breuer who
is the Head of School. She is
retiring after this year. Some
of the kids wrote beautiful
letters and read them to her.
The choir sang a thank you
song, and a lot of parents
came to say good-bye. We
will miss her.
done, they might require the
same of their councilmember.
“When everything gets
posted [online] so all can see
line-by-line what the councilmember has approved, then
others will start to say let’s do
it too. People in other districts
might start to ask” the same of
their councilmember.

Silicon Valley’s
“Outstanding School
Of The Year”

It’s not too late to apply for fall 2016
OPEN HOUSE
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Saturday,

July 16

1200 North Cahuenga Blvd., Los Angeles 90038
(323) 988-9505 . StratfordSchools.com/Melrose

The curiosity to reach. The courage to grasp.

TM

STR-409 LL

July 2016

Connect with us

© 2016 Stratford Schools, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Preschool State License #198018875
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Tim Youd Types in Novel Way
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
Many avid readers long to
become completely absorbed
in a novel, but artist and Hancock Park resident Tim Youd
has taken that pursuit and
raised it to an art form.
As part of his 100 Novels
Project, Youd is almost half
through his odyssey of re-typing 100 novels on the make
and model of typewriter upon
which they were originally
written and in the locations
where the authors or stories are
closely associated.
Most recently, Youd has
spent late nights in the last
weeks of June re-typing City
of Night, a classic of gay literature by John Rechy in the
Hollywood Boulevard storefront window of Los Angeles
Contemporary
Exhibitions
(LACE). The sound of his typing has been amplified out
into the street.
Starting in July, Youd will
re-type Rechy’s Numbers at the
Fern Dell entrance of Griffith
Park.
Youd’s usual process is
to set up a table in a public
place, run two pieces of paper
through the typewriter and retype each page of the selected
novel. When he hits the end of
the paper in the typewriter, he
pulls the two pieces out, rolls
them back into the starting
position, and continues typing

over what he just typed.
By the time he finishes the
novel, the top sheet is covered
with ink—and sometimes
torn—while the second backing sheet reveals the indentations and wear and tear of the
experience. The two papers are
then hung together as a diptych that serves as a relic of the
performance.
“The diptych becomes
a visual representation of a
book,” said Youd. “It’s a rect-

angle inside of a rectangle
on each page and that’s what
you’re looking at when you
look at a book on a formal
level.”
Youd, 49, also creates a
sculpture of the typewriter
used in each performance
and has produced related
paintings.
However, it’s the act of retyping that is central to Youd.
“The performance is at the
heart of it,” said Youd “and the
performance is really about
this devotional effort to be a

eracy of Dunces in the French
Quarter of New Orleans and
Virgina Woolf’s Orlando in
the author’s cottage in Sussex,
England.
The selection of novels is
first determined by whether
it was written on a typewriter.
This restriction means that
most novels are from the 20th
century up to the mid-1980s
when personal computers became more commonplace.
Beyond that, Youd follows
his own interests or accepts
invitations to perform from

CLOSURES from page 1

“business interruption” grant.
The store hosts an array
of competitions and events on
a daily basis and offers incentives to bring in customers,
but the Metro construction
has taken a toll. Foot traffic has been weak in recent
months and it doesn’t appear
to be getting better.
“We’d been expecting a
summer bump because school
is out,” said employee Juan
Rocha,” but that hasn’t materialized.”
Angela Winston, program
manager of Metro’s Business
Interruption Fund said that
her office is constantly evaluating the effect of construction
on businesses.
She said that grants are
given to qualified businesses
that are enduring “direct construction
impacts”—most
commonly meaning that
construction is happening on
their block.
Businesses that endure
“residual construction impact”—such as stores that are
blocks from construction, but
are subject to the effect of detours—are not eligible for the
business interruption grant.
However, as businesses
are allowed to apply up to four

times a year—and construction sites change locations—
approval decisions can evolve.
Winston added that once
an application is approved,
payment is swift.
“The time between the submission of a completed application to a check in hand is less
than nine days,” Winston said.
Two other merchants on
the block were approached for
comment by the Ledger, but
declined or did not respond by
press time.

called, “Eat, Shop, Play.”
On Metro’s website, Miracle Mile Toys and Games has
its own page containing contact information and a promotion for customers who mention “Metro” or “Purple Line
Extension.”
Johnson said she also received a grant from Metro’s
“Business Interruption Fund.”
The fund was established to
provide financial assistance
to qualified “mom and pop”
businesses to cover certain
fixed operating expenses during the construction.
Total awards can reach up
to $50,000 or 60% of annual
business revenue losses per
business, whichever is less, according to Metro officials.
Down a few doors from
the toy store is Mona Lisa Lingerie. Owner Janet Sedgh said
that on a recent Saturday, foot
traffic was reduced to “zero.”
“It was a little bit better
mid-week,” she said.
Nearby is Next-Gen
Games, a store that bills itself
as the largest independent video and card game store in Los
Angeles. It too offers promotions on the Metro’s website
and is also the beneficiary of a
Page 14 SCHOOL NEWS

good reader…to be fully engaged, fully present.”
Youd explained that he
has read every book he has
re-typed at least once before.
Through his performance, his
goal is to connect to the book
on a deeper level.
“It’s almost an out of body
experience, he said. “It’s akin
to religious ecstasy.”
Among over 40 previous
novels, Youd has re-typed John
Kennedy Toole’s A Confed-

“The performance is at the heart of it,
and the performance is really about this
devotional effort to be a good reader…
to be fully engaged, fully present.”

institutions around the world.
Recently, he was invited to retype an Eileen Chang novel in
Taiwan next spring.
Closer to home, in the
midst of his City of Night
dates, Youd said the Hollywood Boulevard location had
proven to be a lively choice.
“It’s turning out to be one
of my most enjoyable performances,” said Youd. “I’ve had
so much positive interaction
with the club-going crowd.”
The two diptychs resulting from the Rechy novels will
be installed in the front gallery
at LACE and exhibited along
with an oversized typewriter
sculpture and a related painting through August 14th.
Tim Youd re-types City of
Night, Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions, 6522
Hollywood Blvd., 10 p.m. to
3 a.m. through July 1. Tim
Youd re-types Numbers,
at the Fern Dell Drive entrance of Griffith Park, 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. July 6th to
July 15th, (323) 957-1777,
welcometolace.org

OXFORD from page 9

ing and all of our neighbors
showed up.
It wasn’t just that they
attended, it’s the things they
said about our little ‘hood that
were so terribly gratifying.
It was an Oxford Square
love fest.
Many talked of maintaining the charm and property
values of the neighborhood,
but many more spoke from
their hearts about what this
neighborhood means to them.
In all, 37 neighbors spoke
or wrote letters in favor of the
HPOZ.
Young couples, retirees,
gay, straight, black, white,
Asian and all the rest. I’ve
always felt good about living
here, but I feel even better now
knowing that most of us share
the same regard for our community.

Advertise in the

Larchmont Ledger
(323) 644-5536

HOLLYWOOD YMCA
13th Annual Comedy for a Cause
Join us for an evening of standup comedy
and support of the Y youth and family
programs.

HOLLYWOOOD YMCA
1553 N Schrader Boulevard, Hollywood, CA 90028
P 323 467 4161 W www.ymcala.org/Hollywood

www.larchmontledgerla.com

When: September 20, 2016
Where: Laugh Factory
8001 Sunset Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90048
Time: 6:30 - 10:00pm
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[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

Run, Shout, and Let It All Out: Three Local Places Where Kids Can Be Kids
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

I’ve written before about
my twin boys, who are now
age 10, going way too quickly
on 11. They are energetic to the
max and it’s taken me years to
realize that there’s something
genetically ingrained in them
that makes them need to
jump, wrestle, catapult, leap,

DELGADILLO from page 1

plaints from neighbors about
the house have ranged from
calling it an eyesore to saying
it’s become a beacon for transients.
According to Penny Pachman, Delgadillo’s immediate
neighbor until she relocated
in June, a couple lived in the
garage of the property earlier
this year on and off for over a
month.
She also said her handyman was approached by a

“

spin and dive.
Fortunately, I’ve found
three spots where my boys can
“run free.”
Nestled in an industrial warehouse complex in
Chatsworth is Tempest Freerunning Academy.
Essentially, it is an indoor
parkour gym filled with bars,
platforms, walls, ramps, pits,
balls, and other things to interact with—that can mean
everything from leaping off
12-foot-high ramps into foam
pits to swinging like monkeys
off metal bars.
We were there for three
hours and the boys went nonstop, until the end when they
were sweating, exhausted, and

ecstatic.
Another spot is Huntington Beach Adventure Playground. Based on Europeanstyle adventure playgrounds,
it is filled with low-tech water
slides, tree forts, zip lines, and
a rafting lake.
Kids are given tools, based
on their ages and expected to
be responsible and independent. No helicopter parenting
here.
Last but not least is LA
Boulders. This is an indoor
climbing center in downtown Los Angeles that allows
youngsters to try bouldering—climbing without ropes
or harnesses.
LA Boulders gives you

who he said, immediately has
it repaired.
Delgadillo applied for a
permit to demolish the house
in March 2015, but it has been
neither approved nor denied.
According to city officials,
their understanding is that the
process stalled due to red tape
with Degadillo’s insurance
company.
Delgadillo confirmed this
and additionally said he’s been
working with consultants to
prepare the proper reports to
move the demolition forward.

his former home…and is allowing this historic house to
be open to the elements and
fall into ruin.”
As to neighbors’ complaints about the state of the
house, Delgadillo said he is
trying his best to resolve problems that arise.
“I’m as frustrated as anybody,” he said. “But every time
I have had to deal with whatever issue that’s been, I’ve been
responsive on my side. I’m doing the best I can to get the
property to a place that makes
sense for everybody including
me, the property owner, and
the one who has legal rights
here.”

According to Rodriguez, who is assigned
to patrol the area, if he sees evidence
of a break-in or vandalism at the house,
he informs Delgadillo, who he said,
immediately has it repaired.

stranger a few months ago.
“A homeless man had a
scratch piece of paper with
[800 S. Windsor] written on
it,” said Pachman. “He wanted
to know if he had found the
right address.”
City officials, including
the Los Angeles Police Department’s Hebel Rodriguez,
toured the home in June and
found it was secure and squatter free.
But, Rodriguez said it was
clear vandals have been in the
home in the past.
“Unfortunately,
when
you have board-up situations
there’s always going to be a
way to get in,” he said. “Either
by kicking in or prying the
plywood away from the frame
of a door or window.”
According to Rodriguez,
who is assigned to patrol the
area, if he sees evidence of a
break-in or vandalism at the
house, he informs Delgadillo,
July 2016

basic safety instructions along
with climbing shoes and then
sends you off to explore.
My twins felt challenged
and discovered that getting to
the top of a wall on your own
feels pretty darn amazing.
For details on these locations, see tempestacademy.
com, huntingtonbeachca.gov/
residents/pa rk s _facilities/
parks/huntington_central_
park/Adventure_Playground.
cfm , and touchstoneclimbing.
com/la-boulders/

Canada! After the match, the
Galaxy will launch pyrotechnics into the night sky. Tickets
start at $25. StubHub Center,
7:30 p.m. 18400 Avalon Blvd.,
Carson. Info: lagalaxy.com
Wilshire Country Club
Although the Independence
Day festivities at the Country
Club are for members only,
you can still enjoy Greater
Wilshire’s premier fireworks
show from miles away. In the
past, the pyrotechnics typically have begun around 9 p.m.
Wilshire Country Club, 301
N Rossmore Ave.
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Latest Technologies
Small Class Sizes/Ages 2-Grade 6
Extended Hours 6:30am-6:30pm
Music, Art & Spanish Classes

323.463.5118

Hancock Park

323.272.3429

Beverly Hills

565 N. Larchmont Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90004

419 S. Robertson Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90211

”

“Our plan has always
been to rebuild,” he said. He
did not, however, specify what
will take the place of his former home once it is gone.
Delgadillo said he has recently authorized police to arrest vandals on the property
and that “no trespassing” signs
are forthcoming
As the house is a contributing structure to the area’s
historic status, its possible
demolition—and what might
replace it—has concerned several neighbors, including R.J.
Strotz.
According to Strotz,
neighbors began filing complaints with the city in 2014
over possible break-ins on
the property and because the
home’s landscaping had not
been kept up and was potentially flammable.
“Delgadillo has been
disrespectful to his former
neighbors,” said Strotz. “He
allows vagrants to frequent

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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EXPERT SERVICE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.
www.coregroupla.com
SOLD|$2,625,000

IN ESCROW| $1,900,000

4277 BECK AVE | STUDIO CITY | $2,625,000

617 LILLIAN WAY | LARCHMONT |$1,900,000

5 Bed/ 4.5 Bath. Charming, authentic two-story Spanish on large,
wide lot in Colfax Meadows. Carpenter School. www.4277Beck.com

4 Bed/ 2 Bath. Beautiful, elegant, remodeled & upgraded home at
the heart of Larchmont Village. Close to Wilshire Country Club.

SOLD|$925,000

FOR SALE | $2,395,000

3627 REVERE AVE | ATWATER VILLAGE | $925,000 101 S. LARCHMONT BL|LARCHMONT | $2,395,000
Two Spanish homes on one lot. Front: 3 Bed/ 1.5 Bath + Studio.
Back: 1 Bed/1 Bath. Prime Location. www.3627Revere.com

3 Bed/ 4 Bath+ Guest House. Private, resort-like, sophisticated
Mediterranean villa in Larchmont village. 101SouthLarchmont.com

IN ESCROW | $1,395,000

IN ESCROW| $1,499,000

2400 GRAMERCY PL| WEST ADAMS

1158 S. TREMAINE AVE| MID-WILSHIRE 313 S. IRVING |LARCHMONT VILLAGE

$1,395,000. 5 Bed/ 3Bath. Elegant, historic

grandeur in HPOZ. Co Listed W/ Sabine Demain.

$1,499,000. Duplex. 6 Bed/ 3.5 Bath. City
views, beautifully maintained, open floor plan.

COMING SOON

PRICE TBD. 2 Bed/ 2 Bath + Studio above
garage. Remodeled Spanish in Larchmont Vill.

Pete Buonocore 323.762.2561
pete@coregroupla.com
www.coregroupla.com
BRE# 01279107

Keller Williams Larchmont
118 N. Larchmont Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90004
BRE# 01870534

