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Activist Group 
Sues City 
Over 27-Story 
“Skyscraper”
Mayor-Council Okays 
Project Over Other 
City Rejections
By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer

KOREATOWN—Fix the City, 
a community activist organi-
zation, filed a lawsuit against 
the City of Los Angeles in 
April after the mayor and the 
Los Angeles City Council ap-
proved the construction of a 
27-story building on South 
Catalina and 8th streets that 
was repeatedly rejected by the 
city’s planning commission.

According to filings with 
the city’s Dept. of City Plan-
ning, the project is a mixed-
use building with 269 dwell-
ing units and 7,500 square 
feet for commercial use and 
is commonly known as the 
Catalina Tower or the Cata-
lina Project.  

If built, the project would 
require the demolition of three 
buildings containing 14 resi-
dential units.

The project has a history 
with the city dating to 2009 
when it was first rejected by 
the planning commission. 

At that time, the plan 
called for the construction of 
a 35-story building, but was 
rejected due to its incompat-
ibility with the Wilshire Com-
munity Plan, which protects 
single family and low-density 
residential neighborhoods 
from high-density develop-
ment that’s incompatible with 
the area’s scale and character.

 In 2014, the Beverly 
Hills developer, Mike Hakim 
of Colony Holdings returned 
to the planning commission 
with a revised, 27-story ver-
sion of the project, where it 
was once again rejected.

see SKYSCRAPER page 12

Paramount Plans Continue to 
Concern Residents
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

HOLLYWOOD—After the re-
lease of a final report outlining 
the potential environmental 
impacts of Paramount Pic-
tures’ plan to modernize its 
facilities on Melrose Avenue, 
some community members are 
concerned by what they see as 
problematic issues that remain 
in the plan despite their previ-
ous protests.

Most immediately im-
pacted by Paramount’s plans 
are residential areas directly 
adjacent to the studio, includ-
ing Larchmont Village.

Charles D’Atri, the presi-
dent of the Larchmont Vil-
lage Neighborhood Assoc. 
(LVNA) said he recognized 
Paramount’s need to modern-
ize, but not at the cost of ma-
terially changing the character 
of the surrounding neighbor-
hood.

“The reality is that [Par-
amount] does need to up-
date and there’s a substantial 
amount of this construction 
that they can and should do,” 
said D’Atri. “However at the 
same time…there are a couple 
of egregious and unacceptable 
features.” 

The key features of the fi-
nal plan, which were identified 
by D’Atri as unacceptable in a 
draft version of the report re-
leased last September, yet still 
remain, are the proposals to 
construct a 15-story building, 
to create an electronic signage 
district and to display super-
graphics—signs that cover 
multiple stories of a building.

An additional concern 
of D’Atri’s was the potential 
traffic impacts in the neigh-
borhood. In the draft ver-

see PARAMOUNT page 13see RETROFIT page 11

see HOMELESS page 5

Homeless Count
Is More than 
Just Numbers
By Erin Hickey
Ledger Contributing Writer

Homelessness is holding 
steady in Los Angeles City 
Council District 4, while it 
has decreased nearly 20% in 
Council District 10, according 
to results released in May from 
a citywide homeless count 
conducted in January by Los 
Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority (LAHSA). 

Here’s how the numbers 
played out in the two districts.

Council District 4
There are 628 homeless 

individuals, less than a 1% 
increase from a year ago, in-
dicating that while the city’s 
overall homeless population 
is growing, it is not within 

Landlords Feeling Financial 
Squeeze of Retrofits
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS ANGELES—Owners of 
more than 13,000 “soft-story” 
apartment complexes and con-
dos built before 1978 began 
receiving notices from the city 
of Los Angeles in April, inform-
ing them their buildings would 
likely require city-mandated ret-
rofits for earthquake safety. 

Soft-story buildings, also 
known as “dingbats,” gener-
ally feature first floor parking 
underneath second-story apart-
ments, supported by flimsy ga-
rage walls or a pair of poles. 

Popularized during the 
city’s post World War II ex-
pansion, these bastions of mid-
century kitsch have become an 
iconic part of Los Angeles’ ar-
chitectural landscape.

But, as the 1994 North-
ridge earthquake taught, 
dingbats are also incredibly 
dangerous, prone to collapse 

during seismic shaking unless 
properly reinforced. 

At issue is the cost of the 
repairs, estimated between 
$60,000 and $130,000, which 
building owners must foot 
with no city assistance. 

In January, the Los Ange-
les City Council voted to allow 
landlords to pass half the cost of 
retrofits on to tenants, including 
those whose buildings are rent 
controlled, in the form of rent 
increases up to $38 per month 
for a period of 10 years.  

One local landlord, who 
asked not to be named, owns 
a rent-controlled eight-unit 
apartment complex on S. Wil-
ton Place. He said he estimates 
his retrofit costs will land in 
the $75,000 range.

The property owner said he 
does plan to pass half of those 

Larchmont Charter School will graduate its first class of seniors this June.  Seniors (from left) Denisse Say, Abigail Dolloso 
and Maya Gillett wear hats from colleges where they were accepted. Read our story online at larchmontledgerla.com.
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Thanks to Our Fabulous Block 
Captains and Keeping Filming Polite

Hancock Park Block Captains met for dinner on April 19th at 
the LA Tennis Club, to be recognized for their efforts by the 
neighborhood association leadership and to catch up on 
neighborhood news. There are 68 block captains that cover all of 
the 72 blocks of Hancock Park stretching from Melrose Avenue 
to the north, Wilshire Boulevard to the south, Highland Avenue 
to the west and Rossmore Avenue to the east.  Additional guests 
included our CD 4 Councilman David Ryu, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Adeena Bleich and Sr Field Deputy Nikki Ezhari.  LAPD SLO 
David Cordova, SSA and ADT Security, and Guy Langman 
of FilmLA were all on hand to answer questions and discuss 
neighborhood issues.  

Mr. Langman works with the Association’s Filming Committee 
Chair Cami Taylor to be sure location managers abide by 
Hancock Park’s Filming Guidelines. He said that what residents 
have to say about filming in their community makes a difference 
and he asked everyone who has had filming done on their 
block to fill out the FilmLA survey – www.filmla.com/survery  
and share their experiences. The Association’s website – www.
HancockPark,org has more information about filming and who 
to contact if you have questions or a problems.  To see a copy 
of the Hancock Park-Windsor Square Good Neighbor Filming 
Policy visit website: www.windsorsquare.org/our-neighborhood/
filming/good-neighbor-filming-policy-for-hancock-park-and-
windsor-square/. Also, remember to let your block captain and 
neighbors know if you’re considering filming on your property.  

Crime continues to be an issue so lock your house, car and 
activate your house alarm if you have one.  If you are the victim 
of a crime file a report with Officer Dave Cordova.  Dave can take 
a crime report if you call his cell phone 213-793-0650 or send 
him an email 31646@lapd.lacity.org with all the information, 
including your name and telephone number. The Wilshire 
Division Front Desk can also be reached at 213-473-0476 for 
questions and information.  

The Association’s Committees are working hard to keep 
Hancock Park a great place to live; so join a committee by 
visiting our website and be an active part of our community. 
The HPOZ Preservation Plan - http://www.preservation.lacity.
org/hpoz/la/hancock-park regulates our HPOZ. Contact our 
City Planner, Renata Dragland (renata.dragland@lacity.org),  
and use the online form (http://preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/
initial.screening.checklist)  if you plan on making changes to 
the exterior of your house. Report graffiti sightings by calling 
311 or at the City’s Anti-Graffiti Request System: http://bit.
ly/1cOXua8 and by calling Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-
5180. LAPD, Wilshire Station Front Desk – 213-473-0476.
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CREATING INSPIRED SPACES THAT MEET
ALL OF YOUR INTERIOR DESIGN NEEDS.

Italian Flair • Unique Materials • Ancient Methods
Complimentary Phone Consultation 

FRAGMENTS MOSAIC STUDIO
www.fragmentsmosaic.com • 310-916-6673
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D E S I G N
P I E C E S O F S O U L. A RT F R O M T H E H E A RT.

Felicia Funderburk     Studied at The Orsoni Scuola Mosaici in Venice, Italy 
      and The Scoula Arte del Mosaico in Ravenna, Italy 

[FATHER’S DAY]

Time for Dear Ole Dad
Compiled by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

Dodgers vs. Brewers Take dad out 
to the ballgame as the Dodgers 
take on Milwaukee’s best. Before 
the game, enjoy the traditional 
Sunday afternoon Viva Los Dodgers 
festivities and then take in a game 
of catch on the field when the 
game is over. Finally, dad’s dream 
of playing at Dodger Stadium can 
sort of come true. Plus every father 
in attendance will receive a pair 
of Dodgers Father’s Day boxer 
shorts. Tickets start at $35. Dodger 
Stadium, Sun. June 19th, 1:10 p.m. 
1000 Vin Scully Ave. Information: 
dodgers.com

Pasadena Chalk Festival: A 
Father’s Day Weekend tradition 
for 24 years, the sidewalks near 
the Paseo Colorado will be 
transformed into art by some of 

the world’s best chalk artists. 
Past years have featured chalk 
work that’s humorous, beautiful 
and even photorealistic. Free. 
Around the Paseo Colorado 
Sat. June 18th to Sun. June 19th, 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 280 E Colorado 
Blvd, Pasadena. Information: 
pasadenachalkfestival.com

Autry Father’s Day Brunch: The 
Autry celebrates with a special 
frontier brunch, featuring hearty 
western fare like baby-back ribs 
and chicken sausage. Additionally, 
families can pan for gold and 
hear music at the Western Music 
Association Showcase. Tickets to 
the Western Music Association 
Showcase are free with museum 
admission. The Autry National 
Center of the American West, 

Sun. June 19th, Brunch: 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.; Western Music Association 
Showcase: 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. 4700 
Western Heritage Way. Information: 
theautry.org

Mad Scientist Mayhem Bond with 
your children with an afternoon 
of weird science! The Kidspace 
Museum will set up temporary 
laboratories where you can take 
part in fun experiments. There will 
even be a robot petting zoo where 
you can meet new metallic friends. 
Free with museum admission. 
Kidspace Children’s Museum, 
Sun. June 19th, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
480 N. Arroyo Blvd, Pasadena. 
Information: kidspacemuseum.org

Racing at Santa Anita: This Father’s 
Day, Santa Anita plays host to 
the Honeymoon Stakes, a perfect 
opportunity for your dad to legally 
bet on 3-year olds. Kids can play in 
the family fun zone while dads can 
sneak off to the Bud Light Lounge 
where they can enjoy discounted 
drinks, an all you can eat buffet and 
TV screens where they can watch 
the races and midseason baseball 
action. $5, general admission; 
$25, Bud Light Lounge admission 
(includes general admission). Santa 
Anita Park, Sun. June 19th, gates 
open at 11:30, first post at 2 p.m. 
285 W Huntington Dr., Arcadia. 
Information: santaanita.com

Rodeo Drive Concours d’Elegance: 
Every year, Beverly Hills marks 
Father’s Day with a grand display 
of classic cars and vehicles on 
Southern California’s most famous 
street. Stretching from Wilshire 
Boulevard to Santa Monica 
Boulevard, you’ll see classic cars, 
race cars and even a few new luxury 
automobiles. Free. Rodeo Drive, 
Sun. June 19th, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Information: concoursdelegance.
rodeodrive-bh.com

see FATHER’S page 8

[LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER]

The city has a 
knack for ini-
tiating ideas 
or projects 
without hav-
ing the fore-

sight of how to pay for them. 
One case in point, is when May-
or Eric Garcetti declared last 
year a state of emergency regard-
ing the city’s increasing home-
less population, which was then 
followed up a few months later 
with, oh, by the way, we don’t 
have enough money to pay for it. 

Regarding a much less 
critical issue, imagine my sur-
prise when I discovered this 
month the city now says it 
does not have enough money 
to fund the construction of a 
youth baseball field in Griffith 
Park, even though it has been 
in protracted legal proceedings 
since 2014. The reason the city 
has no money for the project? 

A city employee underestimat-
ed its costs by 500%.

Former Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Tom LaBonge 
once indicated he expected a 
shortfall of funds for the proj-
ect—perhaps he was aware its 
estimated price tag was so gross-
ly misstated—and he would use 
Quimby Funds, money devel-
opers pay the city in exchange 
for approval of some projects—
to make up the shortfall.

Current councilmember 
David Ryu, through a spokes-
person, says that is still a pos-
sibility, but the city is hoping 
voters approve an expected 
county ballot measure this 
November for funding green 
space and parks.

I, for one, am voting no on 
any measure asking for more 
taxpayer dollars. If the city 
can afford to launch a costly 

see PUBLISHER page 13
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Deadline Extended for Sustainable 
Garden Tour Submissions
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

MID-WILSHIRE—The Sus-
tainability Committee of the 
Greater Wilshire Neighbor-
hood Council (GWNC) has 
extended its deadline to June 
5th for nominations for its 
first Sustainable Garden Tour 
on June 26th.  

The free event will begin 
at 10 a.m. at Harold A. Henry 
Park at 890 S. Lucerne Blvd. 
and run until 2 p.m. As the 
tour will feature gardens from 
across the GWNC area, some 
driving will be necessary. Edu-
cational seminars will also be 

included.
Envisioned to be a show-

case of local, sustainable gar-
dens, the designers of the 
tour—GWNC Sustainability 
Committee members Cathy 
Roberts and Julie Strom-
berg—hope the event will in-
spire others to create gardens 
that are beautiful, water effi-
cient and inviting. 

Both professional and 
homeowner designed gardens 
are eligible.

Gardens must be within 
the boundaries of the GWNC 

area—roughly La Brea Avenue 
to the West, Melrose Avenue 
to the north, Western Avenue 
to the east and Olympic Bou-
levard to the south—and have 
a drought-tolerant plant pal-
ette that draws upon plants 
from South Africa, Australia 
and Mediterranean and Cali-
fornia natives.

Watering should be pri-
marily by drip irrigation. Gar-
den turf should not exceed 
50% and mulch should be 
used to retain moisture.

Although optional, judges 
will take note of rain barrels, 
cisterns and other water cap-
ture devices as well as plants 
that attract birds, bees and 
butterflies.

Gardens will be placed 
in categories of size includ-
ing small and intimate, large, 
front yard only, backyard only, 
or the entire yard.

Participants can nominate 
their own yard, a neighbor’s 
yard or any sustainable land-
scape in the Greater Wilshire 
area.

Applications should in-
clude name, address, email 
address, phone number and 
a one paragraph narrative de-
scription with two to three 
photos.

For applications and in-
formation: sustainablility@
greaterwilshire.org.

Every sustainable garden has to start somewhere. Get inspired and attend the 
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council Sustainable Garden Tour.

[STREET LEVEL]

What’s Influencing You
This June 7th?
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

With the June 7th California primary in just a few days, 
what’s the most important issue to you in this presidential elec-
tion, and do you know whom you’re voting for?

“I don’t vote be-
cause Califor-
nia’s a Demo-
cratic state and 
I think it’s safe-
ly blue and I 

don’t really pay enough atten-
tion to local issues.” 
– Ali A., outside Hardwear

“I know who 
I’m voting for 
and the most 
important issue 
to me is wom-
en’s rights.” 

– Courtney S., outside 
Hardwear 

“I know who 
I’m voting for 
and I suppose 
it’s party lines 
that are most 
important to 

me though that’s more about 
the general election.” 
– Ryan B., outside Aella 

“I don’t know 
who I’m voting 
for. I’m pretty 
confused. I’d 
say, because of 
my age, health 

and welfare issues are the most 
important issues.” 
– Kenneth R., outside Aella 

“Who am I vot-
ing for? It de-
pends. I’m most 
interested in, 
without social-
ization, a total 

overhaul of the economy.” 
– Nan B., outside Kicks L. A. 

“I know who 
I’m voting for 
and the most 
important issue 
for me is getting 
real with the 

country and taking care of peo-
ple. People are hurting, even 
very successful people like me. 
It’s a disaster.” – Jamie B., out-
side Public Parking Lot 694 





Larchmont Ledger

June 2016 Page 5www.larchmontledgerla.com POLITICS

611 S. La Brea Avenue
Los Angeles CA 90036

323.931.8148
Mon-Sat 9am - 5pm
Private Parking Lot

Mention this ad 
and receive 

10% OFF 
your purchase.  

Expires 6/30/2016

the district, which runs from 
Hancock Park to Silver Lake 
and to Sherman Oaks.

According to the survey 
results, three quarters of the 
district’s homeless population 
is male between the ages of 25 
and 54. Additionally, the sur-
vey indicated growing numbers 
of white, African American or 
black and American Indian or 
Alaskan Native homeless indi-
viduals. Of the last ethnicity, 
the survey indicated a six-fold 
increase from 2015.

While the numbers of 
homeless individuals in the 
district remained relatively 
stagnant compared to 2015, 
according to the survey, there 
are, today, fewer chronically 
homeless in the district, which 
could mean there are more 
people homeless for the first 
time, but could also indicate 
successful LAHSA housing 
and rehabilitation efforts.

“When we have systemi-
cally applied [c]ity, [c]ounty 
and federal resources, we see 
results,” LAHSA Executive 
Director Peter Lynn said in a 
written statement. “Homeless-
ness responds to resources.”

However, the most recent 
count showed dramatic in-
creases of homeless persons with 
chronic substance abuse, mental 
illness, those who have expe-
rienced domestic violence and 
those with a physical disability.

According to Naomi 
Goldman, a spokesperson for 
LAHSA, these designations 
are not mutually exclusive.

“One person might have a 
mental illness, substance abuse 

problem and a physical disabil-
ity,” she said, in which case they 
would be included across all 
three demographic categories. 

However, ac-
cording to Gold-
man, the recent 
count showed a 
rise in violence 
against women.

“We definitely 
are seeing huge 
spikes in domestic 
violence,” she said. 
According to Gold-
man, she attributes 
this in part to a 
50% rise in home-
lessness among fe-
males since 2013. 

Also of note, 
the numbers show 
large declines in the 
district’s homeless 
population of unaccompanied 
minors as well as those that are 
middle aged. 

Other areas of improve-
ment, according to the survey 
were a nearly 90% decline of 
homeless people who identi-
fied as Asian or Pacific Island-
er and a 46% decrease among 
Hispanics or Latinos.

The issue of homeless 
veterans in the district was 
a mixed bag. Homelessness 
among veterans was down 
70% overall in CD4. Howev-
er, the number of female vet-
erans was up more than three-
fold from 2015.

Council District 10
Count results for Coun-

cil District 10, which includes 
Oxford Square, West Adams, 
Wilshire Park and part of 

Koreatown, showed a total of 
1,112 homeless individuals 
in the district, an 18% de-
crease from 2015, but data also 

showed a 12% increase in the 
number of chronically home-
less individuals. 

Of the 1,112 individuals, 
the majority were men be-
tween the ages of 25 and 54, 
while just over 30% were fe-
male. 

Homelessness among 
American Indians or Alaskan 
Natives decreased significant-
ly in CD10, nearly 95%, and 
homelessness among Black or 
African American people was 
reduced by a quarter. How-
ever, homelessness among in-
dividuals identified as white, 
Asian or Pacific Islander more 
than doubled. The Hispanic 
or Latino homeless popula-
tion also increased in CD10, 
by more than half, and Na-
tive Hawaiians saw a 20% 
increase.

Additional demographic 
data also showed increases in 
the number of homeless indi-
viduals with a physical disabili-

ty, some degree of mental illness 
or a history of chronic substance 
abuse. However, the number of 
homeless individuals who had 

experienced domestic violence 
decreased in CD10. Homeless-
ness among veterans was down 
9% overall, and no female veter-
ans were counted in CD10.

Los Angeles’s “success in 
significantly reducing veteran 
and family homelessness re-
inforces the importance of 
resources and [a] collaborative 
system to deliver them,” said 
LAHSA’s Lynn in a written 
statement. 

Overall, Los Ange-
les County saw an increase 
in homelessness to almost 
50,000, while the city’s home-
less population increased near-
ly 6% to over 28,000. 

However, improved 
counting methodology and 
the inclusion of a comprehen-
sive youth count resulted in a 
more accurate count this year 
than in 2015, which means the 
homeless population may not 
have grown quite as much as 
the percentages indicate.

HOMELESS from page 1

A homeless person in downtown Los Angeles from 2013. Credit: Getty Images.
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 The Purple Line Extension and STS construction teams 
look forward to meeting you on the street – good luck 
making a choice!

 
  Friday, May 20th, 11:30am – 1:30pm
 Wilshire Blvd between Spaulding and Curson

 Come join us at the Metro Purple Line Extension Eat 
Shop Play Lunch Meet Up on Friday, May 20th and enjoy 
delicious and innovative international food options at 
The Food Trucks on Wilshire.

 Located between Spaulding and Curson on the south 
side of Wilshire Blvd, you will be able to choose from 
Mediterranean, All American Comfort Food, Texas BBQ, 
Asian Fusion, Oaxaca Mexican, NY Style Pizza and 
old-fashioned Deli.

Stay connected 

metro.net/purplelineext

twitter.com@purplelineext

facebook.com/purplelineext
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Into the Light Organizing Service 

 

Home – Office : Clutter Management & Space Planning 
(213) 247-0611 

intothelightorganizing.com	  
Working throughout the L.A. area since 2002 

Member - Nat’l Assoc. Professional Organizers, Past N.A.P.O-L.A. Director of Communications 
Member Echo Park Chamber of Commerce and Apartment Assoc. of Greater L.A. 

	  

 

 
	  

✣ 
Find what you need, when you 

need it! 
 

June Community Meetings

Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
June 8th at 7 p.m.

Ebell Dining Room, 743 South Lucerne Boulevard

Land Use Committee
June 28th at 6:30 p.m.

Wilshire United Methodist Church, 4350 Wilshire Boulevard

Outreach Committee
June 25th at 9 a.m.

Bricks & Scones Cafe, 403 N. Larchmont Boulevard

Transportation Committee
June 6th at 7 p.m.

Wilshire United Methodist Church, 4350 Wilshire Boulevard

Mid City West Community Council

Board of Directors
June 14th at 6:30 p.m. 

NCJW Auditorium, 543 North Fairfax Avenue

Planning and Land Use Committee
June 21st at 6:30 p.m.

NCJW, 543 North Fairfax Avenue Room #104

Executive Council
June 28th at 6:30 p.m.

NCJW, 543 Fairfax Avenue Room #106

Olympic Park Neighborhood Council

Governing Board
June 6th at 7 p.m.

Legal Aid Foundation, 1102 Crenshaw Boulevard

Western 
Avenue Walls 
To Get Murals
City seeking volunteers 
to assist with project
By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer

KOREATOWN—The city is 
looking for volunteers to help 
transform five blank walls on 
Western Avenue into works of 
art in June. Working with the 
designs of six artists, volun-
teers will paint five murals be-
tween 3rd Street and Melrose 

Avenue. 
The project is part of 

Mayor Eric Garcetti’s “Great 
Streets Initiative,” a program 
that designates one street in 

each council district for cul-
tural, transportation and eco-
nomic improvements.

Lilly O’Brien, a representa-
see MURALS page 8

This mural design by artist John Park will be painted on a wall of Home Lighting 
Crystal Gallery on Western Avenue as part of the Great Streets Initiative.
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tive of the Great Streets team, 
said her office worked closely 
with the staff of Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu and the non-profit Beau-
tify Earth, to find five business 
owners who would donate their 
blank walls and match them 
with six artists who have done 
previous mural work. 

The locations of the mu-
rals will be at Saf Keep Stor-
age, Jungsoodol Mattress, 
Home Lighting Crystal Gal-
lery, Melrose Home Furnish-
ings and GNC.

The Artists who have de-
signed the murals are Noah 
Neighbor, John Park, Gino, 
Calen Blake and the duo 
of Rick “ENKS” Uribe and 
Hans Haveron. According to 
O’Brien, she is optimistic that 
the murals will not be marred 
with graffiti. 

“Walls that are painted 

with murals are significant-
ly less likely to be attacked 
by graffiti artists than plain 
walls,” she said. 

But just in case graffiti 
does come along, O’Brien said 
the murals will be covered 
with an epoxy coating that 
will make them easy to clean.

On June 11th, volunteers 
will perform tasks that vary 
from prepping the walls, to 
painting the color onto the 
murals, to helping with a gen-
eral cleanup of Western Av-
enue from Melrose Avenue to 
3rd Street.  

Volunteers will meet at 
8:30 a.m. at Melrose Home 
Furnishings at 641 N. West-
ern Avenue. The event is ex-
pected to end by 2 p.m. 

Interested volunteers can 
sign up for one or two 
3-hour shifts by emailing:  
GreatStreets@lacity.org.

MURALS from page 7

Neighborhood Council Asks City To Include L.A. Reps On Writing 
Ballot Measure Reforming LADWP
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

MID-WILSHIRE—The Great-
er Wilshire Neighborhood 
Council (GWNC) passed 
two motions in May re-
questing that neighborhood 
councils play a role in the 
development of a November 
ballot measure calling for the 
reform of the Los Angeles 
Dept. of Water and Power 
(LADWP). 

The first motion calls for 
the Los Angeles City Council 
to include at least two mem-
bers from the hundreds that 
serve on the city’s neighbor-
hood councils to be on the 
committee that will write the 
ballot measure.

Neighborhood council 
members already assist the 
LADWP with two commit-
tees: one is a liaison between 
the agency and ratepayers and 
the other, called the LADWP 
Advocacy Committee, takes 

positions on policy. The sec-
ond GWNC motion supports 
reform recommendations for 
the LADWP made by these 
two committees.

According to former 
GWNC boardmember Jack 
Humphreville, who is the 
president of the LADWP 
Advocacy Committee, there 
are neighborhood council 
members who are extremely 
knowledgeable about the 
LADWP and Los Ange-
les City Council President 

Herb Wesson has signaled he 
wants their participation.

Humphreville said that 
the success of the final ballot 
measure at the polls will be 
dependent on whether voters 
understand why it is in their 
best interest. 

“It will probably save you 
a pot load of money,” he said. 

With a reformed LADWP, 
“[the agency won’t] need as 
much overhead,” and can 
make quicker decisions. 

According to Humphre-
ville, if the measure can be 
written and approved by the 
City Attorney by the end of 
June, it could be ready for the 
November election.Jack Humphreville

Father’s Day Adventure At Sea 
Does your dad often fantasize 
about being a pirate? Now’s your 
chance to make that dream a 
reality. Head down to Dana Point 
to become a temporary member of 
the crew of the Spirit of Dana Point. 
You and dad will help handle lines 
and raise the sails, then you’ll get 
to enjoy a meal prepared by the 
ship’s cook and hear legends of the 
high seas. You might even get to 
steer the ship. Tickets start at $60. 
Ocean Institute Sun. June 19th, 10 
a.m. 24200 Dana Point Harbor Dr. 
Dana Point. Information: ocean-
institute.org

FATHERS from page 2
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#1 Team
Keller Williams Larchmont 2015

info@TheKostreyCollection.com
www.HancockParkHome.com

BRE #01729039

Considering selling your home?
Call or email us today for a complimentary

market  evaluation of your property!

John Kostrey
Realtor - Brokers Associate - Attorney
C: 310-621-4341

Buyers Specialists
Samantha McMillin
Realtor - Buyers Specialist
C: 310-709-6707

Sarah McMaster
Realtor - Buyers Specialist

C: 213-215-2563

[REAL ESTATE]

High Prices ~ Low Inventory 
Condo Sales the Next Trend?
By Allison B. Cohen

Locally, median prices of 
homes sold in April, according 
to CoreLogic, a real estate re-
porting firm, were very strong 
in all zip codes except 90020. 

In total, 90004 saw 14 
homes sell in April at a $2.2 
million median price, a near-
ly 49% increase compared 
to 2015. Sales in April in the 
90019 zip code were at a near-
ly 24% increase—a median 
of $890,000—compared to 
April 2015. In all, 21 homes 
sold in April in that area. 

Additionally, 10 homes 
were sold in April in the 90036 
area code at a median price of 
$1.5 million, a 20.5% increase 
compared to April 2015. 

The 90020 zip code, how-
ever, only saw five homes sell 
in April, at a median price of 
$1.8 million, down 47% com-

pared to last year. 
Local realtor Sheri Bien-

stock, of Keller Williams 
Larchmont, says, however, not 
to worry about that 90020 de-
cline. 

“That’s too much of a 
broad stroke,” to evaluate, she 
said.

According to Bienstock, 
reasons that median could 
be down include that so few 
homes sold in April or perhaps 
they were not in good condi-
tion or a good good location. 

“That’s much too small of 
a sample,” she said, to draw 
any conclusions. 

Overall, however, accord-
ing to Bienstock, single-family 
inventory in the Larchmont 
Ledger’s coverage area is at an 
all time low, forcing prices up. 
But she warns sellers to not 

presume the market is an in-
stant ATM machine.

“Some sellers are feeling 
they can take advantage by 
overshooting the market,” she 
said and listing their proper-
ties high. “They have unreal-
istic expectations.”

Instead, Bienstock recom-
mends sellers price their home 
appropriately, to not be greedy 
and to enjoy the high market 
we are currently experiencing. 

She also said because of 
today’s high prices for single-
family homes, some develop-
ers are “circling and sniffing” 
to watch how the market plays 
out.

“Prices are unreachable 
for normal entry level,” she 
said. “Developers are want-
ing to seize the opportunity,” 
to either buy condos to sell or 
create new condo projects.

Regarding condos, 23 sold 
in the Ledger’s coverage area 
in April: seven in the 90004 
zip code, up nearly 19% 
in price compared to April 

2015, closing at a median of 
$695,000; two in the 90019 
area for a median of $523,000, 
down 4% from a year ago; 13 
in 90020 at a 40% median 
decline of $385,000 and only 
one in the 90036 area at a me-
dian of $695,000. 

But Bienstock predicts 
those sold numbers will get 
higher “if a developer would 
come in and create the supply 
for the demand.” 

“It’s not caught on yet,” 
she said. “But I think it’s the 
next big trend.”

Classic Hancock Park traditional home with center hall plan, large grassy yard 
with deck in Third Street School District. Sunshine drenched living and dining 
rooms. Spacious kitchen with center island and abundant storage. Office, laun-
dry, plus maids suite downstairs. Four beds plus 3 baths up. Linen closet up and 
coat closet down. Period moldings, hardwood floors, Central AC, large picture 
windows everywhere! Outdoor deck and plenty of room for pool! Two car garage 
and adjacent storage room. Bring your toothbrush and move right in! 419 S Mc-
Cadden Pl. 5 Bed 3 Bath. Listed for $2,750,000 with The Bienstock Group, Keller 
Williams Realty/Larchmont.
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(323) 810-7935

www.eileenlanza.com

eileenlanza@me.com

Larchmont Homeowner 
Larchmont’s Choice!

500 North Cahuenga - SOLD! 
Represented Buyer 

CAL BRE # 01393915

Listed at $3,499,000

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Fully Connecting with Nature
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

I have been en-
joying My First 
Summer in the 
Sierra by en-
v i ronmenta l-
ist John Muir. 

Based on a journal he kept as 
a shepherd in the Sierras in 
1869, the book is a poetic out-

pouring of his wonder at the 
flora and fauna of the Califor-
nia mountains. 

I also recently watched 
a KCET documentary about 
Charles Lummis, a journalist 
who fought for Native Ameri-
can rights and historic pres-
ervation, who walked 2,200 
miles from Cincinnati to Los 
Angeles in 1884. 

Learning about the pro-
found connection both men 
felt during their epic walks to 
land, nature and climate made 
me consider how removed our 
daily lives are from the natural 
environment. We are so often 
separated by a layer of metal, 
plastic, brick or glass. 

Many of us work indoors, 
exercise in gyms and drive 
from place to place oblivious 
to birdsong, floral fragrances 
or damp morning grass. Our 
food is wrapped in plastic and 
many of us witness the world 
through screens. 

With minimal daily con-

nection to nature, no wonder 
we are doing a dismal job of 
protecting it.

I relish my daily walks 
along the Silver Lake reservoir.  
I admire the nesting heron, bra-
zen coyote and towering trees, 
while catching up with world 
news on my headphones. 

John Muir famously be-
lieved that we should experi-
ence nature with all of our 
senses and that, “In every walk 
with nature one receives far 
more than he seeks.” 

This summer, rather than 
listening to world news, I plan 
to take my cue from these his-
toric walkers and try to listen 
to the world itself.

John Muir famously believed 
that we should experience nature with 

all of our senses.

[OUR BREAD AND BUTTER]

Supreme Roofing: The Finest in 
Roofing since 1942
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

As the owner of Supreme 
Roofing, Doug Ratliff is ac-
customed to the view from 
the top of the city’s most dis-
tinctive buildings. Over the 
years, his company, one of the 
city’s oldest in the business, 
has roofed iconic structures 
such as Grauman’s Chinese 
Theater, the Hollywood-Roo-
sevelt Hotel and most of Hol-
lywood’s studios.

A history grad from 
UCLA, Ratliff turned aside 
a career in teaching for a job 
that allowed him to work 
outdoors, but his work at Su-
preme Roofing still gives him 
the opportunity to delve into 
history. 

His most recent project 
was a complete earthquake 
retrofit of the Gilmore Adobe 
House at Farmers Market that 
was originally built in 1828.

 “We wanted to keep the 
Gilmore Adobe house as origi-

nal as possible,” said Alain 
Moriau, facilities director for 
AF Gilmore Properties. “Doug 
went and searched out old tiles 
in other areas of Los Angeles 
and found exact matches from 
the time period.”

Since 1942, Supreme 
Roofing has built a solid 
customer base, particularly 
in the Historic Preservation 
Overlay Zones in and around 
Larchmont. Here, the char-
acter of the roof is a major 
feature for most historic 
structures. 

“The advice I give most 
people is to have your roof 
checked and your gutters 
cleaned every 1-2 years and 
your roof will last twice as 
long,” said Ratliff. 

Supreme Roofing Co.
(323) 469-2981
1015 N. Gower Street
supremeroofing.net

Doug Ratliff of Supreme Roofing, here at the Original Farmers Market, has 
roofed many of the city’s most iconic structures. Photo: Kimberly Gomez

[STARGAZING] 

Trio of Planets 
on View 
Anthony Cook
Ledger Columnist

Summer begins in the 
Northern Hemisphere on 
June 20th at 3:34 p.m., Pacific 
Daylight Time. This is also the 
longest day in the Northern 
Hemisphere, and in Los Ange-
les the sunlight lasts 14 hours 
and 26 minutes.

The bright planets Jupiter, 
Mars and Saturn can all be 
seen as the sky darkens. Jupiter 
is at its highest and due south 
at sunset. 

The orange planet Mars 
is low in the southeast during 
evening twilight, but moves to 
its highest point in the south 
before midnight.  

Saturn is at opposition, 
the position in the sky directly 
opposite the sun, on the 2nd. 
On that date, Saturn rises in 
the east-southeast at sunset, 
and sets in the west-southwest 
at sunrise. 

Jupiter, Mars, and Saturn 
are all well positioned for eve-
ning viewing through Griffith 
Observatory’s free public tele-
scopes. The moon is new on 
the 4th and will wax to full on 
the 20th.
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(p) 323.275.9273

Leasing…

Sales…

LINDSAY VICTORY
Silver Lake
Atwater V i�age
(cell) 323.844.0329
victory@therentalgirl.com 
BRE LIC. #01970611

JASMINE WARD
Los Feliz
(cell) 323.284.4572
jasmine@ therentalgirl.com 

3939 Prospect Ave. 
Los Feliz
1 bed 1 bath, $2,995

1732 1/2 N. Mariposa Ave.
Los Feliz
2 bed 1 bath, $3,195

2037 Griffith Park Blvd.
Silver Lake
1 bed 1 bath, $1,995

616 N. AVE 63  ›  HIGHLAND PARK  ›  2 BED/1 BATH   ›  SOLD: $523,000
            Represented Buyer

848 N. KINGS ROAD  ›  W. HOLLYWOOD
2 BED/2 BATH  ›  LISTED: $729,000

3122 VERDUGO PL.  ›  GLASSELL PARK
2 BED/2 BATH  ›  SOLD: $522,000
         Represented Buyer

4035 AVENUE 40  ›  GLASSELL PARK ›  2 BED/1 BATH   ›  SOLD: $540,000
             Represented Buyer

3933 Legion Lane
Atwater Village
2 bed 1 bath, $2,595

MONAANDBRITA.COM
(p) 323-284-4529
BRE#01342592
BRE#01977100

SOLD

SOLD

BROWHOMES.COM
(p) 323-282-3623
BRE #01964062

ALISONPROPERTIES.COM
(p) 323.419.0065
BRE#01879624

LEASED LEASED

LEASED LEASED

PENDING SOLD

CRISTINA BROW

BRITA KLEINGARTNER

MONA GHOSSEIN

ALISON GILBERT

[LAFAYETTE SQUARE]

A Sense of Place
By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist

It wasn’t long after they 
met in 1998 that Ben Pratt, 
and his partner, Bob Brkich, 
decided to look for a place to 
call their own. They started 
their search in West Holly-
wood.

“Everything we looked 
at, even back then,” said Ben, 
“started at half-a million dol-
lars, even the tiniest of bunga-
lows.”  

Eventually, word traveled 
to them of the Square.

“We heard about the Square 

from a friend of a friend,” Ben 
said, “Once we turned onto 
St. Charles from Crenshaw, we 
knew we had to live here.” 

That week, the duo went 
door-to-door with a “Please 
sell your house to us” letter 
and it worked.

Ben and Bob scored an 
elegant Mediterranean house 
on Wellington Road next to 
Darling Herod, with whom 
they’ve shared thoughtful dis-
cussions and elegant dinners 
for the last 15 years.

Ben and Bob are originally 
from South Pasadena and Ar-
cadia respectively. Both entre-
preneurs, Bob owns a pipeline 
contracting company and Ben’s 

company, CycleSleeve, makes 
products for indoor cycling.

World travelers, Ben and 
Bob spent this January explor-
ing India. Ben was struck by 
the contrasts of wealth and 
poverty and the modern and 
the ancient.

“None of it can be recon-
ciled,” he said, “so one just lets 
go and accepts that it ‘is.’”

It may be just as hard to 
reconcile the relative serenity 
of Lafayette Square with the 
chaos and traffic just outside 

on Crenshaw Boulevard. 
Ben and Bob deeply ap-

preciate the shared green space 
that runs the length of St. 
Charles Avenue, contributing 
to the sense of quiet and open 
space of the neighborhood. 

They are also equally fond 
of the neighborliness that sur-
rounds them. Over the years, 
they’ve seen unwelcoming bars 
come off windows and front 
doors and seen more children 
play up and down the streets.

Two Californians, who 
have shared sights in Europe, 
Asia, Africa and the Americas, 
have found their home, nestled 
in the middle of the Square—
their perfect sense of place.

Lafayette Square residents Ben Pratt and Bob Brkich

costs on to his tenants, but only 
out of financial necessity. 

He said he understands it 
will be a financial burden on his 
tenants, but has no other option 
to recoup some of his costs. 

While acknowledging 
the retrofits are necessary, the 
property owner said he feels 
the city has unfairly saddled 
landlords with the bill.

“Far be it from me to say 
financial needs trump human 
lives. I just hope the city real-
izes that landlords aren’t the 
enemy,” he said.

Despite being a lifelong 
Angeleno, the property owner 
said, he is now considering 
moving out of state, where laws 
are friendlier to landlords and 
struggling business owners.

“It’s pretty tough,” he said. 
“There’s no incentive to be a 
landlord right now.” 

Moon Sook Wheaton who 
purchased her building, also 
on S. Wilton Place, two years 

ago, said she had no idea at 
the time of purchase that her 
building would require earth-
quake retrofits.

“I paid my whole life sav-
ings to buy this property,” 
she said. “Right now, I’m just 
stunned.”

Wheaton said she has no 
idea where she will find the 
money to pay for the retrofits, 
and wishes the city would of-
fer some assistance to property 
owners in the form of subsidies 
or low interest loans.

“They could come up with 
a city bond with a low inter-
est rate,” said Wheaton. “That 
would be more fair.”

Although she said she is 
aware of her right to pass half 
of retrofit costs on to tenants, 
Wheaton said she does not 
think doing so would help her 
much financially.

“I have to come up with 
the money first,” she said. 
“We’re talking about a lump 
sum.” 

RETROFIT from page 1
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Protecting Los Angeles Neighborhoods Since 1991

SETTING THE 
STANDARD  

IN  
RESIDENTIAL SECURITY

24/7 Armed Patrol & Response •	 Locally	owned	&	operated	by		
retired	LAPD	Supervisors

•	 Manned	by	active	off-duty	licensed	
law	enforcement	officers

•	 24-7	direct	contact	with	patrol		
officer	who	never	leaves	the	area

•	 Responds	to	all	alarm	monitoring	
companies

Call us today (866) 357-1772  •  www.ssa-securitygroup.com

LIMITED OFFER:  
FIRST MONTH FREE  

FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS  
IN THE MID-WILSHIRE AREA. 

MENTION THIS AD  
TO FIND OUT MORE.

We offer a full service residential 
& commercial roofer and leak specialist.  

Free estimates and senior discounts.

WE 
NOW OFFER 

SOLAR!

Since 1942  State License 386172
1015 North Gower St.  Hollywood, CA  90038

(323) 469-2981  Fax (323) 469-5044
www. supremeroofing.net

However, in April of 
2015, Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti rejected the commis-
sion’s findings and proposed 
the approval of a zone change 
and amending the area’s com-
munity plan to accommodate 
the project.

Although the planning 
commission did not approve 
of Garcetti’s changes, and 
other elements attached to the 
project, in April of this year, 
the city council and the mayor 
cleared the way for the project 
to move forward. 

“This is an extraordinary 
situation where the mayor ig-
nored a unanimous decision of 
his hand-picked commission-
ers,” said Laura Lake of Fix 
the City.

The organization’s lawsuit 
cites several issues with the 
approval process, but there is 
one issue that may trump the 
others.

“The developers didn’t file 
an appeal when they lost at 
commission the second time,” 
said Lake. “At that point, under 
the [city] charter, it was dead. 
And the city council ignored 
that and tried to revive a dead-
on-arrival project and they had 
no authority to do that.”

Hakim, the developer of 
the Catalina Project, said the 
mayor’s decision to step in was 
visionary.

“I think the mayor has 
foresight,” said Hakim. “And 
he sees the city in the 21st cen-

tury…and if you want to com-
pete with the rest of the world, 
you need to have something 
unique.”

According to planning 
commission files, Hakim was 
required to deposit funds to 
the city’s Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund and into Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
Herb Wesson’s Council Dis-
trict 10 Community Benefits 
Trust Fund as terms of ap-
proval for the project.  

Hakim said that he origi-
nally committed $1 million to 
the affordable housing trust, 
and $250,000 to the Wesson 
fund, but that the combined 
contribution to both trusts 
could rise to over $3 million. 
However, that amount could 
be less, Hakim said, if he 
chooses an option to provide 
additional affordable housing 
in the nearby area.

“In my opinion,” he 
said, “I’m providing a large 
amount.”

Jill Stewart, campaign 
director for the Neighbor-
hood Integrity Initiative—a 
proposed 2017 ballot measure 
which includes a two-year 
moratorium on development 
requiring more height and 
density than allowed—said 
that $1 million dollars only 
goes so far.

“It sounds like a lot,” of 
money, said Stewart, but that 
[funds only] three units of af-
fordable housing in Los An-
geles, if you’re really, really 

careful.”
In addition, according to 

Stewart, the value of the land 
for the Catalina Project—
zoned previously for just a 
few stories—suddenly became 
worth a great deal more. 

“It’s probably worth [tens] 
of millions of dollars more, 

just overnight,” said Stewart.
Additionally, Stewart said 

she agrees with the planning 
commission that the project is 
out of scale with the location.

“The mayor wants a have a 
tiny little street with a skyscrap-
er on it,” Stewart said.  “And 
there’s going to be incredible 

gridlock....It’s going to be the 
Eric Garcetti gridlock landmark 
of Los Angeles.” 

Stewart said the Catalina 
Project is indicative of other 
development projects where 
developers prosper at the ex-
pense of street congestion, 
destruction of neighborhood 
character and the displacement 
of middle-class and working-
class people who cannot fight 
against the gentrification.

“When you get that much 
money flowing through the 
system, said Stewart, “you’re 
going to get really bad deci-
sions and you’re going to get 
corruption.” 

The Wilshire Center-Ko-
reatown Neighborhood Coun-
cil voted against the project. 

Requests for for comment 
from Garcetti and Wesson 
were not returned.

SKYSCRAPER from page 1

The site for the city approved 27-story “Catalina Tower” at the corner of 8th 
Street and S. Catalina Street.

Look for the July edition of the

Larchmont Ledger
on June 29th



Larchmont Ledger

June 2016 Page 13www.larchmontledgerla.com

SAVE THE DATE! 
JUNE 4, 2016 

For more information call 323 762 8760 or visit 
www.ymcaLA.org/Hollywoodsignrun 
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SIGN RUN 

sion of the report, the city of 
Los Angeles deemed that the 
streets south of Melrose would 
not be affected, which D’Atri 
described as “ridiculous.”  
The city’s position has not 
changed, but Paramount has 
stepped forward to mitigate 
possible impacts.

On May 4th, at a meet-
ing of the LVNA, Sharon 
Keyser, Paramount’s Senior 
Vice President of Real Estate, 
Government and Community 
Relations, told those gathered 
that even though the city did 
not identify the area south of 
Melrose Avenue as a potential-
ly impacted area, Paramount, 
of its own accord, would give 
the neighborhood the same 
compensation it would give to 
neighborhoods that were iden-
tified as being impacted by 
the city—$100,000 towards 
traffic mitigation measures, if 
they are deemed necessary.

On the subject of traffic, 
one resident at the meeting 
asked Keyser how many peo-
ple are on the lot on a given 
day and how many were pro-
jected to be there when the 
project is completed. Keyser 
answered that currently the 
number was between 5,000 
and 6,000 and an additional 
5,000 were projected.

“You’re doubling the 
amount of employees,” the 
resident said. “You’re going to 
crush the area.”

In regards to the 15-story 
building, Keyser said the final 
design was still under discus-
sion, but explained the reason-
ing behind the height was to 
save room for historic struc-
tures on the lot.

“We have gone vertical,” 
said Keyser. “I know that’s 
an issue that some people still 
have concerns about.”  

Keyser additionally clari-
fied that the supergraphics 

would not be digital.  
As to the digital signage, 

Keyser said the brightness levels 
previously proposed would be 
cut in half, similar to the static 
signs currently displayed on 
both sides of Melrose Avenue. 

She also said that Para-
mount believes digital signage 
is a growing trend, but that 
they have no interest in lead-
ing it.

“If we were approved to-
day, we would not pull a digi-
tal sign permit for 5 years,” she 
said.

Although the majority 
of the Paramount property is 
within Los Angeles City 
Council District 13, there 
are two parking structures 
planned for the south side of 
Melrose Avenue that fall with-
in Council District 4, rep-
resented by Councilmember 
David Ryu.  

In response to public 
comments, Keyser said that 

the setback—the distance a 
structure is set back from the 
street—for these structures 
had been doubled from five 
feet to ten feet.

At a public hearing before 
senior staffers of the Los An-
geles Dept. of City Planning 
on May 16th, Julia Duncan, 
Planning Deputy for Ryu, 
thanked Paramount for the 
setback concession, but noted 
that the design of these park-
ing structures has not yet been 
determined. 

“Our office requests ad-
ditional language be added 
to the specific plan relating to 
design regulations,” said Dun-
can, specifically, except for 
openings necessary for access, 
the south side of a parking 
structure on Bronson Avenue 
should be enclosed to reduce 
noise, light and exhaust to its 
southern neighbors.  

Additionally, Duncan re-
quested both parking lots be 
designed with architectural 
techniques and landscaping 
that will make the buildings 
more cohesive with the sur-
rounding neighborhood. 

Finally, Duncan said the 

council office “reiterates” the 
LVNA’s concerns regarding 
signage and traffic.

At the hearing, a roughly 
even number of speakers spoke 
for and against the plan. Those 
in favor pointed out that Para-
mount is a job creator and eco-
nomic engine for the commu-
nity and it needs to modernize 
to stay competitive and viable.

The Paramount Pictures 
Master Plan calls for the mod-
ernization of its 56-acre lot on 
Melrose Avenue and six adja-
cent properties over the next 
two decades. The studio plans 
to demolish approximately 
537,000 square feet of older 
facilities and build 1.9 million 
square feet of new stages, offic-
es and retail for a net increase 
of approximately 1.4 million 
square feet of floor area.

The public comment peri-
od on the Final Environmen-
tal Impact Report was sched-
uled to end May 23rd, with a 
hearing scheduled for the City 
Planning Commission on 
July 14th.  Written comments 
should be sent to elva.nuno-
odonnell@lacity.org.

A rendering of how the view looking north on Plymouth Boulevard toward Mel-
rose Avenue will change if Paramount Pictures builds a proposed 15-story build-
ing as part of their modernization plan.

PARAMOUNT from page 1

bid for the 2024 Olympics, 
which would bring athletes to 
Los Angeles from all over the 
world, it can afford a simple 
baseball diamond in Griffith 
Park (where there currently is 
none) to serve its own youth. 

I’ve requested the estimate 
showing the costs to build a 
single youth baseball field over 
$3 million. I was denied that 
request by a city agency respon-
sible for the project, as it is close 
to being settled, but is techni-
cally still in litigation.

A quick Google search 
however, presented costs to 
build a baseball field in 2003 
in Colorado. The cost then: 
$196,500, which in today’s 
dollars would be $260,000. 
While the Colorado ballfield 
may not be a precise apples to 
apples comparison to the one 
proposed for Griffith Park, it 
does make you wonder: how 
could it ever cost over $3 mil-
lion to install a kid’s baseball 
field within an existing park?

There are times I lose 
complete faith in my city. This 
is one of those times.

PUBLISHER from page 2
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Congratulations

American University (2)
Barnard College 
Boston University  (2)
 University of California at:
   Berkeley 
   Santa Barbara (2)
University of Chicago  (3)
Colgate University
Cornell University
Davidson College 

University of Denver 
Duke University 
Emerson College
 Georgetown University  
Grinnell College
Harvard College  (2) 
Lawrence University 
Loyola University 
  New Orleans  
University of Maryland  (2)

 Massachusetts Institute 
  of Technology   
University of Miami  
New York University  (2)
Oregon State University  
Purdue University 
Rice University 
University of 
  San Francisco (2)
Santa Clara University  

University of Southern  
  California (3)
 Stanford University
 Vassar College
 Washington University  
  in St. Louis  (5)
Westmont College 
Whittier College  

Members of the Westridge Class of  2016
will continue their educational pursuits at the following institutions:

W E S T R I D G E  S C H O O L  
An independent, forward-thinking girls’ school committed 
to educating intellectuallyadventurous thinkers, and 
courageous, compassionate leaders.

324 MADEL INE DRIVE
PASADENA,  C AL IFORNIA 91105
626.799.1153 • WWW.WESTRIDGE.ORG

WESTRIDGE SCHOOL        
      C L A S S  o f  2 0 1 6

8780 National Boulevard | Culver City, California 90232
T 310.841.2505  F 310.841.5420  www.turningpointschool.org

High School Acceptances:
Buckley School | Campbell Hall | Cate School | Crossroads School

Flintridge Sacred Heart | ICL Academy | Le Lycee Français de Los Angeles High School
Loyola High School | Marlborough School | Marymount High School

New Roads School | Notre Dame Academy | Pacifica Christian High School
Sierra Canyon School | St. Bernard High School | Viewpoint School

Vistamar School | Wildwood School

Congratulations to the Class of 2016

[THEATER REVIEW]

The Bleak Beauty of 
Dancing at Lughnasa
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

Dancing at Lughnasa, writ-
ten by Irish playwright Brian 
Friel, won the Tony Award for 
Best Play in 1992. Set in Do-
negal, Ireland in the summer 
of 1936, it tells the story of the 
five unmarried Mundy sisters’ 
dreary lives.

The sisters have just 
bought a radio, which brings 
music into the house and their 
brother, Father Jack (Mark 
Bramhall) a missionary priest, 
has returned from Africa 
where he has contracted ma-
laria. There are hints that he 
has returned in disgrace. 

As the summer progresses, 
the eldest sister Kate (Nan 
McNamara) learns that she 
will lose her job at the par-
ish school and the opening in 
town of a new woolen factory 
threatens the other sisters’ live-
lihood making hand knitted 

goods. 
This is not an action-

driven play, but by the end of 
the summer, everything has 
changed.

This version by Actors’ 
Co-Op is ably directed by 
Heather Chesley and choreo-
graphed by Julie Hall. 

The actors give realistic 
performances marked by ac-
curate Irish dialect.

 
Dancing at Lughnasa, The 
Crossley Theatre at the First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Hollywood, 1760 N. Gower 
St.; Fridays, Saturdays at 
8 p.m.; Sundays at 2:30 
p.m. through June 12th; 
Saturday matinee June 11th  
at 2:30 p.m.; Tickets $30; 
Seniors $25; Students $20; 
Information: (323) 462-
8460, actorso-op.org.

Members of the Actors Co-op Theater Company (from left) Nan McNamara,  Mau-
rie Speed, Lauren Thompson and Tannis Hanson in a scene from (italicized) Danc-
ing at Lughnasa at the Crossley Theater in Hollywood.  Photo Credit: Lindsay Schnebly

[RESTAURANT REVIEW]  

A Seasoned Salt’s Cure Moves to Highland
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Columnist

Since its start six years 
ago, Salt’s Cure has been a 
simple restaurant devoted to 
the pleasures of good meat. 
Now in its new location in the 
old Ammo space, there’s more 
room to welcome the weekend 
brunch crowds and a list of 
well-conceived cocktails to go 
with the meaty fare. 

All the meats are Califor-
nia-raised in a sustainable way, 
so the big flavors come with a 
side of ethical satisfaction. 

Owner-chefs Christopher 
Phelps and Zachary Walters are 
equally adept at infusing big, 
smoky flavors into fish, chicken 
and vegetable dishes, though 
pork, beef, lamb and even goat 
are undeniably the centerpieces.

Most of the big meat dishes 
are presented as nightly spe-
cials—many in the $70-$99 
range—like a Delmonico, giant 
tomahawk steak, veal t-bone or 
a whole rack of goat ribs. 

They’re meant for sharing, 
and while a couple will spend 
upwards of $100 on dinner, at 
least you’ll know the meat is 
top quality. Clams with cho-
rizo ooze a spicy juice, terrific 
when it soaks into a thick piece 
of good toasted bread.

A small bavette steak, 
coated with a flavorful salty 
rub, is meant to be an appe-
tizer, but it’s just the right size 
for a modest meat-eater. 

Large chunks of beets with 
cultured cream gain sweetness 

in the roaster. 
Only the cold pork ham confit 
with a bitter green puree seems 
like a misstep.

On Sunday nights, a $35 
prix-fixe dinner is a good val-
ue, including the grapefruit 
pie that has many fans. Cool 
and creamy, it could use a 
touch more citrus bite, but it 
makes a worthy end to a pa-
rade of meats. 

Salt’s Cure is very differ-
ent from Ammo, but it’s a fine 
place to indulge in good con-
versation, cocktails and some 
quality meat.

Salt’s Cure
1155 N. Highland Avenue
(323) 465-7258, saltscure.com

Advertise in the

Larchmont Ledger
(323) 644-5536
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cho Horizon students 
once again impressed 
middle schools 
across Los Angeles 
with their innovative 

problem solving skills and love 
of learning. Keep an eye on our 
“super stars” as they take their 
learning to the next level and 
shine all around our city.

Echo Horizon School • 3430 McManus Avenue • Culver City, CA 90232

www.echohorizon.org

Middle School Acceptances
The Archer School for Girls

Brentwood School

The Buckley School

Campbell Hall School

Crossroads School

Harvard-Westlake School

Hutchinson Middle School

Magnolia Charter School

Marlborough School

Milken Community Schools

New Roads School

Oakwood School

Wildwood School

Windward School

[CITIZENS OF THE WORLD]

Spring Concert a Showcase 
of Diversity
By Quinton Palmer, 4th grade

Our spring con-
cert was exciting. It was dedi-
cated to Prince, and represent-
ed many of the cultures of our 
school.

The evening kicked off 
with our 4th graders doing a 
traditional Flamenco dance. 
I was a dancer. The song was 
called “Verde,” which means 
green in Spanish.

“I appreciated that we 
got to see the 4th graders do 
the Flamenco,” said Marisa 
Berman, our principal. “And 
seeing the student musicians 
combined with that was great.”

Next up came the 5th 
graders, playing drums and 
singing their own original 
compositions.

Then the kindergarteners 
waved flags and sang a tradi-
tional Portuguese song about 

kangaroos. We were all bop-
ping our feet throughout.

The 1st graders sang the 
French song “Le Petit Poisson” 
(“the little fish”). The song is 
about fish and the ocean, sub-
jects they’ve been studying in 
class.

Following that, the 2nd 
graders sang a spiritual song.

The 3rd grade class then 
sang ”The Rainbow Connec-
tion,” which we all enjoyed.

The concert concluded 
with the 5th grade singing 
the touching “The Times 
They Are A-Changin’” by 
Bob Dylan.

Everyone enjoyed this 
symbolic concert, which 
showcased our school’s diver-
sity. It was a highlight of an-
other great month at CWC 
Hollywood.

[TURNING POINT]

Young World Travelers
By Gemma Fudge, 7th grade

In May, Turn-
ing Point 

School students embarked on 
some amazing trips in and 
out of the country! Level 5 
students took a trip to Riley’s 
Farm where they reenacted 
civil war battles, met Abra-
ham Lincoln, and learned to 
square dance. They had so 
much fun, especially learning 
to throw hatchets. 

Level 6 embarked on a 
five-day trip to the Grand 
Canyon, Slide Rock State 

Park, and other sites around 
Sedona, Arizona. They bond-
ed with each other on the bus, 
then took a raft down the Col-
orado River, and were awed by 
the Grand Canyon view. 

“We had some fun eve-
ning activities: a line dance, a 
ghost walk, and a visit to the 
Lowell Observatory,” said Ms. 
Kirsten Huppler, Level 6 Hu-
manities teacher. 

Level 7 students traveled 
to the Dominican Republic 
where they bonded with Do-

minican students and brain-
stormed ideas on how to con-
serve our environment. They 
ate great home-cooked food, 
saw amazing sites, and had an 
incredible dance party. 

Our graduating Level 8 
class traveled all the way to a 
Quebec to explore breathtak-
ing historical sights and ar-
cheological wonders. They ate 
delicious meals and learned 
about French culture. All the 
students, on all the trips, made 
great memories.

TREE Academy to Offer Flexible Schedules 
and Social Justice Curriculum 

TREE Academy, a new 
middle and high school, will 
open Fall 2016 at 5555 W. 
Olympic Boulevard, between 
Fairfax Avenue and La Brea 
Boulevard.

With an average class size 
of eight and maximum enroll-
ment of 200, TREE Academy 
boasts a college readiness pro-
gram with a focus on rhetoric 
and composition. 

A strong dedication to so-

cial justice will also be preva-
lent. Students will experience 
classes in personal develop-
ment, community service and 
sustainable world studies, as 
well as on-campus gardens, 
sustainable food and cooking 
classes.

Students will also be able 
to customize their schedules, 
allowing them to attend school 
as they pursue their passion 
outside of academics. 

Former Crossroads Litera-
ture teacher and program di-
rector Darryl Sollerh will serve 
as headmaster.

TREE Academy is now 
accepting applications for 6th 
through 9th grades, with 10th 
through 12th grades to come. 
Financial aid is available on 
a needs-based formula, with 
plans to provide 40% of the 
student population with “pay 
what you can” financial aid. 

Larchmont Ledger
 Congratulates 2016 graduates!
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[ECHO HORIZON]

Acceptance Letters, Graduation 
and an Art Showcase
By Lane Bynum, 5th grade, Ella Richman, 6th grade, 

and Delilah Kohn, 6th grade

The school year is coming 
to an end and a few weeks ago 
the 6th graders got their mid-
dle school acceptances. This 
fall, our youngest alumni will 
be headed  to Archer,  Brent-
wood, Buckley,  Campbell 
Hall,  Crossroads, Harvard-
Westlake, Hutchinson Middle, 
Magnolia Charter, Marlbor-
ough, Milken,  New Roads, 
Oakwood, Wildwood, and 
Windward Schools. Go Hawks!

Another end of year 
tradition is our Art Show-
case, when each grade takes 
part in a special program 
integrating all the art areas. 
BAMD! (Beat, Art, Music, 
and Dance!) is the culmi-
nating 6th grade showcase, 
and this year’s performance 
is based on The Odyssey. The 
students have written ad-
aptations from the chapters 
studied in their Humanities 

class, and are add-
ing dances to make 
the show come alive 
for parents and stu-
dent audiences. 

As the last com-
munity service project for the 
year, Echo Horizon School 
participated in collecting 
shoes to support the Jacaranda 
Foundation’s work with or-
phans in Malawi, a country in 
southeastern Africa.

The Class of 2016 is also 
getting ready for graduation! 
They are writing their speech-
es right now, and soon will be 
getting their 6th grade self let-
ters back. The 6th grade self 
letters are an annual tradition, 
when students write a letter at 
the beginning of the school 
year to their 6th grade self. 
They will incorporate these 
into their graduation speeches!

Best wishes for a happy 
summer from Echo Horizon 
School!

Echo Horizon Alumni 
Day is June 13th. Contact the 
school at (310) 838-2442 for 
details.

[IMMACULATE HEART]

The End of an Era
By Ashley Conde, ’17

The end of this 
school year was 
bit t e r s wee t . 

The Immaculate Heart com-
munity bid farewell to both re-
tiring Principal Virginia Hurst 
and the graduating seniors. At 
the same time, we welcomed 
one of our alums, Naemah 
Morris, as the incoming prin-
cipal. Students also celebrated 
victorious athletic seasons, and 
they now look forward to their 
summer vacations.

Ms. Hurst has been an in-
tegral part of Immaculate Heart 
for decades. An IH alumna, 
she returned to campus as an 
English teacher in 1969. For the 
last 19 years, she has served as 
our principal, and she truly em-
bodies the Immaculate Heart 
“woman of great heart and right 
conscience” ideal. We wish Ms. 
Hurst a happy retirement as we 
welcome Ms. Morris, who has 
served as an Immaculate Heart 
teacher and administrator. 

We celebrated the depart-
ing seniors on Class Day on 
May 27th. Class Day is a cher-
ished Immaculate Heart tradi-
tion, a sentimental send-off to 
the seniors when students of all 
grades come together to wish 

the seniors well. This year’s 
Class Day, with its songs, let-
ters, posters and annual read-
ing of Dr. Seuss’ Oh, the Places 
You’ ll Go!, truly exemplified 
the spirit of IH sisterhood. 

Following Class Day, the 
seniors partook in the Bacca-
laureate Mass May 29th, then 
donned white gowns and red 
roses for graduation at the 
Hollywood Bowl May 31st. 

Amidst the end-of-year 
activities, student life contin-
ued. Varsity track and field 
emerged from their season as 
Sunshine League champions, 
with athletes advancing to 
CIF prelims and finals. Both 
the varsity and junior varsity 
swim teams were Sunshine 
League champions. Varsity 
swimmers placed 7th overall at 
CIF finals. Additionally, Im-
maculate Heart divers placed 
3rd and 5th at CIF finals. 

Now students look forward 
to their much-deserved summer 
vacations. Many will participate 
in summer jobs, internships, 
volunteer work, and club plan-
ning meetings. Others will em-
bark on school-hosted trips to 
the Galapagos Islands, Dublin, 
London or Paris.

[PAGE]

See You at 
Summer Camp!
By Skyla Wilkins, 3rd grade

This month is 
very short, but 
I know we will 
all have fun! As 
kids we grow 
up so fast, and 
time goes by so 

quickly, because graduation 
is coming soon! There are 
many things happening this 
month.

Our Daddy and Me 
Morning Snack will be on 
Friday, June 3rd, as well 
as our Art Exhibit for 1st 
through 3rd grades. I hope 
I get first place because I’m 
good at art!

On June 14th, Pre-
school is graduating. The 
next day, Junior Kinder-
garten and Elementary will 
have an Honor’s Assembly 
and the students will be go-
ing to the next grade. I am 
so happy I will be going to 
4th grade.

The happy part about 
June is that summer camp be-
gins, and that means we will 
go swimming! I’m coming for 
summer camp, so I hope I will 
see you there! 
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Immaculate Heart
A Private, Catholic, College Preparatory School for Girls Grades 6 – 12

5515 Franklin Avenue • Los Angeles, CA  90028 • (323) 461-3651 •  www.immaculateheart.org
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Congratulations to the Class of 2016!
   Our graduates have been accepted at universities and colleges across the country, including:

American University
Bard College
Boston University
Brown University
Bryn Mawr College
California State Universities
Cal State Poly Pomona
Cal State Poly San Luis Obispo
Catholic University of America
Columbia University
DePaul University
Emerson University
Fordham University
Gonzaga University
Hamilton College
Hampton University
Howard University
Indiana University Bloomington
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University New Orleans
Marist College
Marquette University
Mount Holyoke College
Mount St. Mary’s University
New York University
Northeastern University

Oberlin College
Pepperdine University
Purdue University
Regis University
Rice University
Santa Clara University
Seattle University
Simmons College
Spelman College
St. Olaf College
Syracuse University

UC Berkeley
UC Davis
UC Irvine
UCLA
UC San Diego
UC Santa Barbara
UC Santa Cruz
University of Alabama
University of Connecticut
University of Oregon
University of Pennsylvania
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
University of Virginia
Vassar College
Villanova University
Wheaton College 
Whitman College

TREE 
ACADEMY

CUSTOMIZED COLLEGE-PREP EDUCATION 
SMALL CLASSES & 1-ON-1 INSTRUCTION  
HOMEWORK COMPLETED AT SCHOOL

Now Enrolling Grades 6-9

BECAUSE WE ALL  
LEARN DIFFERENTLY

WWW.TREEACADEMY.ORG
424.204.5165

Co-founded by Darryl Sollerh and  
Paul Cummins, Lead Founder, Crossroads School

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY JUNE 18 @ 2pm

PAGE
PRIVATE
SCHOOL

PAGE
PRIVATE
SCHOOL

Our 107th Year

323.463.5118     Hancock Park
565 N. Larchmont Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90004

323.272.3429     Beverly Hills
419 S. Robertson Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90211

Latest Technologies
Small Class Sizes/Ages 2-Grade 6
Extended Hours 6:30am-6:30pm
Music, Art & Spanish Classes

[BRAWERMAN EAST]

Green Week, Sports Day and 
Spring Concert
By Noa Brown and Hubble Lyons, 3rd grade

W e 
had a 
special 
school 
Green 

Week in May to remind us to 
take care of our environment. 
We all wore green clothes one 
day. We also had collections 
of different things to recycle. 
Parents brought in electron-
ics for e-waste. We also col-
lected old sneakers to recycle 
for playground material, used 
crayons and clothes.

We are getting ready to 
celebrate Sports Day. Brawer-
man East will go to the 
Brawerman West campus. 
On the first day, we’ll have an 
opening ceremony with team 
colors, balloons, and team 
shirts. The next day, we’ll go 

back and play different sports, 
have races, and so much more. 
We’ll compete against other 
children in our own grade. At 
the closing ceremony, we’ll get 
medals.

In May, our families came 
to school for the 3rd and 4th 
grade Spring Concert. 3rd 
graders played songs on the re-
corder, and 4th graders played 
violins and clarinets. We did 
all kinds of songs, including 
jazz, Israeli, and classical. At 
the end, everyone sang “Hey 
Jude” by the Beatles. 

Our after school drama 
class production of The Wizard 
of Oz will be happening soon. 
We have about 20 actors from 
all grades. There will be a lot of 
singing and great performing, 
and it is going to be really fun!

Immaculate Heart Names New 
Principal
Virginia Hurst, IHM, to retire after more than 
50 years of service

Immaculate Heart High 
School’s Board of Trustees has 
named Naemah Morris, an 
Immaculate Heart alumna, 
educator and administrator, as 
the school’s next principal, ef-
fective July 1st.

Morris will succeed retir-
ing principal Virginia Hurst, 
IHM, who has been associ-
ated with the school for most 
of her life. 

Hurst graduated from Im-
maculate Heart in 1954, and 
returned to campus in 1969 as 
an English teacher. She later 
chaired the English depart-

ment before serving as assis-
tant principal and, for the last 
19 years, as principal.

Morris, a member of Im-
maculate Heart’s Class of 
1995, returned to her alma 
mater in 2000 and has since 
served the high school in sev-
eral roles. 

Initially a social studies 
teacher, she later chaired the 
department and became direc-
tor of student activities. She 
is also the longtime modera-
tor and coach of Immaculate 
Heart High School’s Speech 
and Debate Team.

[HOLLYWOOD SCHOOLHOUSE]

Astrocamp
By Isabella Payne, 6th grade

Hello! It’s 
Isabella again. 

In this article, I will be talking 
about an exciting trip that our 
6th grade took. 

On Wednesday, April 
20th, we went to a science 
camp called AstroCamp. It 

had things like rock climbing, 
zip-lining, launching rockets, 
and offered many more mind-
blowing classes. 

We got to take a trip to 
Mars, a.k.a. climbing the rock 
wall, trying to complete our 
“mission.” 

This trip was very excit-
ing, because we got to use our 
imagination to paint a picture 
of space in almost all of our 
activities. 

In my opinion, it was 
very exciting to learn, not 
only about Mars, but all sorts 
of awesome facts about other 
planets. Astrocamp was an 
amazing experience for me, 
and I strongly recommend it.
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© 2016 Stratford Schools, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Preschool State License #198018875
The curiosity to reach. The courage to grasp.TM Connect with us

It’s not too late to apply for fall 2016

Silicon Valley’s  
“Outstanding School 

Of The Year”

OPEN HOUSE
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Tuesday, June 7 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Saturday, June 11
1200 North Cahuenga Blvd., Los Angeles  90038

(323) 988-9505 . StratfordSchools.com/Melrose

STR-409 LL

START 

YOUR  JOURNEY 

WITH US

3663 Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90010    

Classes begin 
September 12!

wbtecc.org

Erika J. Glazer Early Childhood Center

Join us at our next prospective parent tours on June 21 
and June 29!
 
Year-round rolling admissions. Contact us at (213) 835-2125 or 
ejgecc@wbtla.org for more information and to apply. 

•  Baby & Me  
    (birth - 2 years) 

•  Nursery School  
    (18 months - 5 years)

•  New classrooms 
    and playground 

•  Open until 5 p.m.  

[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

Kids and Art: Why It Is More 
Important Than Ever
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

As editor of a website geared 
toward millennial moms, I 
spend much of my day online 
searching for compelling per-
spectives on parenting. 

Recently, I was drawn 
to this headline on Medium.
com, “Want Your Children 
to Survive the Future? Send 
Them to Art School.”

The author, artist and edu-
cator Dustin Timbrook, aims 
his article at parents “propel-
ling the next generation of 
workers” into what may be the 
first ever “‘post-work’ society.” 

Timbrook argues that as 
innovations like computers 
and 3-D printing are gradu-
ally making jobs obsolete, we 
need to shift our focus from 
building skills to nurturing 
creative literacy.

For the past few years, 
my kids have been heavily 
involved in sports, but now I 
find myself starting to focus 
on their creative growth.

My daughter takes classes 
at the Wizard of Art in Los Fe-
liz, where Paul Eventoff does 
remarkable work teaching kids 
of all ages the fundamentals of 
drawing and painting. 

My son, who creates his 
own comic books, will go 
there this summer.

Heather Arndt Valerio is 
the local artist behind Happy 
Makings. She teaches ceram-
ics classes out of her studio 
in Franklin Hills for kids 
8-years-old and up.

 “What I see the kids get-
ting…is freedom to play and 
express and not feel that what 
they’re doing has to be per-
manent,” said Valerio. “The 
wonderful thing about clay is 
it can always be smashed and 
reformed.”

Valerio has been touched 
by how the kids work together.

““They have great con-
versations,” she said. “They 
have genuine support for each 
other.”

Whether the future will be 
“post-work” or not may be de-
batable, but the importance of 
art in our children’s lives is not. 

Check out one of the 
wonderful options mentioned 
above as well as Barnsdall Art 
Center, Eagle Rock’s Purple 
Twig studio, Larchmont’s Art 
Works Studio, and of course, 
LACMA.

Advertise in the Larchmont Ledger (323) 644-5536



 
 

 
 Pete Buonocore 323.762.2561 

pete@coregroupla.com 
www.coregroupla.com 
BRE# 01279107 

 

www.coregroupla.com 

Keller Williams Larchmont 
118 N. Larchmont Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

BRE# 01870534 

617 LILLIAN WAY | LARCHMONT |PRIVATE SALE 

4 Bed/ 2 Bath. Beautiful, elegant, remodeled & upgraded home at 
the heart of Larchmont Village. Walk to Wilshire Country Club. 

IN ESCROW|PRIVATE SALE 

EXPERT SERVICE. 
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS. 

4277 BECK AVE | STUDIO CITY | $2,495,000 

5 Bed/ 4.5 Bath. Charming, authentic two-story Spanish on large, 
wide lot in Colfax Meadows. Carpenter School. www.coregroupla.com 

101 S. LARCHMONT BL|LARCHMONT | $2,395,000 

3 Bed/ 4 Bath+ Guest House. Private, resort-like, sophisticated 
Mediterranean villa in Larchmont center. 101SouthLarchmont.com 

IN ESCROW| MULTIPLES | $795,000 

IN ESCROW | $2,495,000 

PRICE REDUCED | $2,395,000 

3627 REVERE AVE | ATWATER VILLAGE | $795,000 

Two Spanish homes on one lot. Front: 3 Bed/1.5 Bath + Studio. 
Back: 1 Bed/1 Bath. Prime Location. www.3627Revere.com 

Neighborhood Real Estate Statistics 
Houses sold in HANCOCK PARK | LARCHMONT| WINDSOR SQUARE| BROOKSIDE 

& Immediate surrounding areas 
    Year | # units |Avg. SqFt. | Avg. Sale | Per SqFt. |DOM* 
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*The great recession had a devastating impact on real estate prices 
throughout the country, famously captured by Michael Louis's book The Big 
Short and the feature film by the same title. While Hancock Park was  
somewhat insulated by the foreclosure market, we saw a 30% decrease in 
houses prices during the housing collapse. 

*Since the bottoming out, the market has come roaring back, exceeding 
2007 heights by close to 9%.   

*While the year is still young, the average 2016 selling prices are considerably 
higher than those of 2015 however the price per square foot seems to be leveling 
off.   

2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 
2013 
2014 
2015 
2016 YTD 

233 
219 
221 
251 
221 
224 
278 
283 
278 
270 
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Housing market in this area is up 8.9% on price per sq. ft. basis since  
the height of the market prior to the Great Recession. 

2,494 
2,440 
2,284 
2,135 
2,702 
2,684 
2,716 
2,701 
2,673 
2,662 
2,977 

$1,373 
$1,365 
$1,181 
$840 
$1,205 
$1,161 
$1,167 
$1,388 
$1,525 
$1,639 
$1,812 

$551 
$559 
$517 
$393 
$446 
$433 
$430 
$514 
$571 
$616 
$609  

56 
67 
77 
97 
87 
81 
81 
58 
60 
56 
61 


