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LaBonge
Document
Inquiry Sought

Police a
Daily Part of
Local Schools

By Allison B. Cohen

By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS FELIZ—A former city attorney for various municipalities in Southern California has
requested
an investigation into
allegations
outgoing
Los Angeles
City Councilmember
Tom LaBonge may have either
destroyed or taken public documents relative to the district
he served for 14 years, when he
vacated his office last summer
prior to newly elected City
Councilmember David Ryu
taking office July 1st.
Michael H. Miller, of
see LABONGE page 10

HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS—Magicians Penn and Teller will be the Grand Marshals of this year’s 84th Annual Hollywood Christmas Parade on Hollywood Boulevard, Sunday, November 29 starting at 5 p.m. The arrival of Santa is always
a treat, and this year other parade participants will include film, television and stage celebrities, award winning bands
from across the country, equestrians, ornate floats and live musical performances on two stages. Tickets: 800-745-3000
or online at ticketmaster.com/HCP. In case you miss it, you can watch the full parade on the CW Network Dec. 11th at 8
p.m. or on the Hallmark Channel starting Dec. 19th. Photo: William Kidston.

Larchmont’s Canopy Conundrum
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
LARCHMONT BLVD—If you
look up at the canopy that the
Ficus trees create on Larchmont Boulevard, it’s good. If
you look down at the sidewalks

Ficus tree roots wreak havoc on the
pipes of Larchmont Boulevard.

that have been broken by the
roots of these trees, it’s bad. But
if you could look underground
and see what the roots are doing to the plumbing, it would
be downright ugly.

School News: Grading art
programs at local schools,
page 4

Originally planted around
1960—at the request of then
Larchmont Chronicle owners, Jane Gilman and Dawn
Goodman—the Ficus trees
were chosen because of their
beauty and ability to mature
quickly.
Ficus trees were quite
popular at the time and were
planted on many streets
throughout Los Angeles.
However, in more recent
years, their aggressive root systems have wreaked havoc on
sidewalks and plumbing.
Dimitris Houndalas, owner of Le Petit Greek, has already
spent about $2,000 this year
to have the plumbing pipes of
his restaurant professionally
de-rooted every six weeks. But
even with scheduled maintenance, he said, bigger problems
have developed.
“Our employee bathroom
is closed now due to Ficus

House & Holmes: A struggle
with the Christmas lights, page 9

roots,” Houndalas said. “To
fix this, we would have to dig
up the dining room floor to
put in new plumbing.”
It’s a cost-prohibitive solution. But even if the restaurant
owner took on the expense,
the effort could prove futile, as
the Ficus roots would move in
once more.
According to Heather Boylston and Rebecca
Hutchinson, who represent
the Larchmont Village Business Improvement District
(LVBID), Houndalas is far
from alone in his plumbing issues.
“It’s a massive problem for
everybody,” said Hutchinson.
“The property owners have
to spend tens of thousands of
dollars every year on plumbing and at times, depending
on the lease, that cost is passed
along to the merchant.”
A separate issue is the sidewalks. To avoid “trip and fall”
incidents—and their legal afsee CANOPY page 5

Holiday Calendar:
Celebrate the season at local
events, page 15

People nationwide were
disturbed by a video that went
viral in October of a police officer roughly handling a South
Carolina high school student
who wouldn’t put away her
cellphone in class.
In Los Angeles, the largest
independent school police department in the nation patrols
local schools, according to
the Los Angeles School Police
Dept. website.
At Los Angeles High
School in the Mid-Wilshire
area, there are usually one or
two officers on campus and a
third who patrols the area outside the school’s perimeter.
see POLICE page 18

Bungalow Provokes
Re-examination of Larchmont
Blvd. Regulations
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

Several restaurants on Larchmont Boulevard offer curbside seating, like this
one pictured, although it is not permitted.

LARCHMONT BOULEVARD—
The Larchmont Bungalow
will go back to court in a few
weeks to argue its contention
that it is a take-out food establishment and not a restaurant.
The distinction is important because it determines
whether the Bungalow is in

compliance with the restaurant “Q” condition, a subsection of an ordinance,
which defines what a restaurant is and dictates how
many are allowed on Larchmont Boulevard.
At the Bungalow’s resee BUNGALOW page 18

Paris: The Ledger’s graphic
Purple Line: Decision on
designer gives her personal account, construction closures is pushed
Larchmontledgerla.com
back, Larchmontledgerla.com

Larchmont Ledger
is a family-run enterprise that
has upscale housewares, linens
and gifts.
Among the brands available are Fissler and Le Creuset cookware as well as the
Hurom slow juicer, $300, beloved by vegans for masticating fruits and vegetables and
creating less food waste.
Roland
also
carries
Fissler’s line of sturdy utensils—ideal stocking stuffers.
Open since 2000, Roland
has three sales a year including
its annual pre-holiday sale in
December.
Roland Products Flagship
Store, 3400 W. Olympic Blvd,
(323) 731-1111, rolandinc.com.

[RETAIL THERAPY]

Holiday Gift Guide for Cooks
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

Roland Products inspires many gift ideas for the chef in your life.

Creative home cooks always need another kitchen accessory, gourmet product or
inspiration. Several area businesses offer tasty and timeless
delights for those on your list
who, more often than not, are

behind the stove.
Here are some ideas that
cater to cooks and those who
love to eat.

Pasta Sisters: The newly
opened Pasta Sisters—named
for the Italian-born sisters who
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It’s that time of the year again, when you are
thankful for everything merry and bright.
May this holiday season be a delight.

N

Subway Construction, Wilshire
Closure and Hancock Park
The Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) has proposed
closing Wilshire Blvd. for an extended period of time for
subway construction. The community has so far been
presented with two options: 1) Close Wilshire Blvd.
completely for 7 full weeks; or 2) Close Wilshire Blvd.
on weekends for 22 straight weekends. Both of these
options will cause enormous disruption to traffic, residential
neighborhoods and businesses. The Council Office, along
with the Association and other community organizations has
been successful in getting the MTA to agree to do Traffic and
Noise studies before making a decision. These studies are
due to be completed and made available to the community
in January of 2016. The Association will then conduct a
survey of Hancock Park residents to determine which option
we consider most reasonable, and to propose mitigation
plans for ensuring that drivers won’t be funneled through
our or neighboring communities. With thoughtful planning
and preparation it should be possible to direct traffic onto
surrounding arteries rather than through residential streets.
Please, go to the MTA website (https://www.metro.net/
projects/westside/) and think through the options so you’ll
be ready to vote when the survey invitation appears in your
email box.

Give the gift of relaxation this holiday.
Holiday gift certificates deals are happening now!
Gift certificates for massage can be purchased online or in-store.

While the Wilshire Division LAPD and our security services
have been successful in lowering the recent increase in crime,
it’s important that you keep yourself informed. Subscribe to
the LAPD Wilshire Division Twitter Feed – https://twitter.com/
LAPDWilshire and keep yourself up to date. Also, if there is
a street light out, a sidewalk buckled, a pot hole, or a fallen
tree file a Service Request with the City at My 311 – http://
lacity.org/myla-311/myla-311-service-request. Councilman
Ryu is working with the Association on developing a plan to
repair our concrete streets and has promised to address the
problems with dead and dying trees.
If you’re thinking of changing the street visible exterior of your
house, including hardscaping, find out if your changes are
in keeping with our HPOZ. The Hancock Park Preservation
Plan
(http://www.preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancockpark) is the legal document that regulates our HPOZ. Read it
and then contact our City Planner, Renata Dragland (renata.
dragland@lacity.org), and get her input. There is an online
form which can start the process: http://preservation.lacity.
org/hpoz/initial.screening.checklist.Renata will then help
you schedule a consultation with the HPOZ Board, made up
of an architect and four of your neighbors. And El Niño is
coming, so make sure your house, and yard are prepared –
https://www.lacounty.gov/elnino
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PIECES OF SOUL. ART FROM THE HEART.

Felicia Funderburk
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What To Do About the Trees?
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
Larchmont Boulevard’s ficus trees are an iconic symbol
of the neighborhood. Unfortunately, the trees’ roots have
caused problems, namely uprooting sidewalks and creating
plumbing problems for local
businesses. One idea is to pull
out the ficuses and replace them
with trees with less aggressive
root systems. We asked people
on Larchmont Boulevard how
they feel about this possibility.
“There’s got to
be a solution
where we can
fix the plumbing and save the
trees.
That
would be a win-win.” – Shawn
T., outside Hardwear
“Whoa.
It
would
take
away from the
personality of
the street. I
know that’s not
the most practical answer, but
the trees make the boulevard.”
– Sean O., outside Hardwear
“I don’t particularly like ficuses, so I
wouldn’t mind
if they replaced

them with something more ornamental.”
– Peter C., outside Lipson
Plumbing
“I think the
trees are what
gives the street
character. I feel
like removing
them
would
make the street more sterile.
There must be a plumbing
work-around.” – Elena Z.,
outside Sam’s Bagels
“In this day and
age there has to
be a way to fix it
on the plumbing side.”
– Archie T.,
outside Jamba Juice
“Yes, the trees
are causing the
problem, but
I’d hate to see
them
ripped
out and replaced with young, not as developed trees. These have been
here forever.”
– Emily H., outside Jamba
Juice

Community Meetings
in December
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council
Governing Board
December 9th at 7 p.m.
743 South Lucerne
Land Use Committee
December 22nd at 6:30 p.m.
4350 Wilshire Boulevard
Outreach Committee
December 26th at 9 a.m.
403 North Larchmont Boulevard
Larchmont Boulevard Association
Small Business Saturday and Holiday Open House
November 28th
All day at all Larchmont Boulevard shops
Mid City West Community Council
Board of Directors
December 15th at 6:30 p.m.
543 North Fairfax Avenue
Communications and Outreach Committee
December 17th at 6:30 p.m.
543 North Fairfax Avenue
Planning and Land Use Committee
December 22nd at 6:30 p.m.
543 North Fairfax Avenue
Olympic Park Neighborhood Council
Governing Board
December 7th at 7 p.m.
1102 Crenshaw Boulevard
December 2015
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Are Local Schools’ Arts Programs
Making the Grade?
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer
When it comes to arts education, Los Angeles Unified
School District (LAUSD) has
a long way to go, according to
a November analysis by the
Los Angeles Times.
Although California has
one of the healthiest arts education policies in the country,
the Times’ analysis revealed
many local schools are falling
far short of state requirements.
The Times used data from
surveys conducted by LAUSD
to create an arts education
report card, assigning letter grades to more than 700
LAUSD arts programs—only
35 of which received “A”
grades.
Grades were based on an
83-point system, with points
awarded based on the number of art classes offered, percentage of students served
and availability of equipment,
among other factors.
The Times’ analysis also
revealed a negative correlation
between schools’ percentage of
low-income students and the
quality of their art programming, a correlation which they
attributed to the advantage
that schools in more affluent
areas have when trying to obtain outside funding.
Overall,
elementary
schools ranked higher than
secondary schools, with 27
elementary schools receiving
“A”s, compared with only 8
middle or high schools.
Hancock Park’s Third
Street Elementary and John
Burroughs Middle School
each earned “B”s, with Third
Street ranking 33rd out of 507
elementary schools and John
Burroughs ranking 25th out
of 249 secondary schools in
the district.
According to Dr. Suzie
Oh, principal of Third Street,
the school’s art program relies
on a combination of funding

from LAUSD and their parents group, “Friends of Third.”
District funding is responsible for Third Street’s
theater and music programs,
while funding from “Friends
of Third” supplements those
programs and provides an additional kindergarten visual
arts class, according to Dr.
Oh.
“‘Friends of Third’ is phenomenal,” she said. “The generosity, time, energy, creativity
and passion they have put into
our school is inspirational.”
Meanwhile,
MidWilshire’s Los Angeles High
School ranked 97th among
secondary schools, earning a
“C.”
According to Times data,
L.A. High offers three of seven
standard arts classes and no
extra programs.
“The school district’s budget is just beginning to be restored to the level it was at ten
years ago,” said LAUSD Executive Director of Arts Education Rory Pullens.
According to Pullens, it is
the district’s hope to bring all
schools up to standard within
the next five years.
But, he said, the 2008 recession and the expiration of
a 3-year government grant hit
LAUSD’s budget hard. And
the arts are often the first place
budget cuts are made.
“There is a belief that
arts are not considered core
curriculum…they are still
considered by many to be an
elective…that’s why they are
sometimes first on the chopping block,” said Pullens. “But
the arts are so important to development. They should never
be considered for reduction.”
Requests for comment
from John Burroughs Middle
School and Los Angeles High
School were not returned on
deadline.

Neighborhood Council Seeks
Suggestions for Street Repairs
WINDSOR
SQUARE—The
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council (GWNC) is
partnering with the Bureau of
Street Services (BSS) to conduct a “Neighborhood Council Initiative” to identify and
perform small repairs needed
on neighborhood streets.
On January 6th, weather
permitting, a small asphalt repair truck is scheduled to be in
the GWNC area to perform
repairs to the roadway, curbs,
and sidewalks.
The GWNC is now collecting and coordinating suggestions for where the truck
Page 4
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should visit. Residents should
send photos, addresses and
information about the spots
most in need of repair to the
council for consideration.
As repairs will be limited
to 15 addresses, submissions
will be prioritized by need.
Results will then be sent to
staff at the BSS who will inspect the desired streets, determine the need for repairs
and the feasibility of completing the work on the scheduled
day. All submissions should be
received by Friday, December
18th at transportation@greaterwilshire.org.

UN DER T H E BIG TOP

OPENS DEC 10
DODGER STADIUM

CIRQU E DUSOLE IL .COM/KU RIOS

PRESENTED BY

– In association with –

www.larchmontledgerla.com

OFFICIAL SPONSORS
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termath—property
owners
routinely repair root-damaged
sidewalks. Unfortunately, the
work only lasts a year or two
before the sidewalk starts to
buckle again.
As a result of a class action suit last April against
the city of Los Angeles, the
city is required to repair sidewalks across the city over the
next 30 years. Los Angeles
City Councilmembers Paul
Krekorian and Joe Buscaino
are leading the effort to de-

termine how this will be
done.
The LVBID, led by Tom
Kneafsey, has joined a consortium of other BIDs that
are working closely with the
councilmembers to make sure
they know the issues affecting
Larchmont Boulevard.
“Part of what the consortium is doing is encouraging
the city to look at the issue as
a whole,” said Boylston. “You
shouldn’t really repair sidewalks without considering
tree replacement.”

Boylston and Hutchinson said the consortium has
allowed the LVBID to learn
from the successes and failures of other BIDs’ efforts to
deal with similar problems.
Strategies on issues such as
how to reach out to stakeholders, create a methodical
tree replacement plan and
pay for it all are routinely
shared.

As the timeframe for a
city solution is decades long
and that solution may not be
appropriate for Larchmont
Boulevard, the LVBID is also
working to come up with a
strategic plan on its own.
At one point, City Councilmember Tom LaBonge earmarked discretionary funds
for a strategic study, but that
money was placed on hold

when Councilmember Ryu
took office.
According
to
Ryu’s
spokesperson, Estevan Montemayor, that study is back on.
“We have secured alternative funding from the Bureau
of Engineering for the sidewalk study, therefore, we will
not need to use discretionary
dollars for this funding request.”

[GIVE A HAND]

Christmas Toy Store

The Los Angeles Christian School (LACS) toy store
will open its doors for one day
only Saturday, December 5th
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
The LACS toy store is a
place where struggling parents
from the community can purchase Christmas gifts for their
children at a reduced cost.
All toys are new and priced at
75% below retail value.
The store is run by World
Impact LA, a Christian organization dedicated to empowering lower income members
of the community. According
to their website, by selling toys
at a discount rather than giving them away for free, they
are able to give families the
dignity of selecting and purchasing their own toys with
their own money.

The
volunteerstaffed toy store will
feature
Christmas
music, hot chocolate
and cookies for families to enjoy while
they shop, as well as
complimentary childcare—in a separate
room, so parents can keep
their kids’ gifts a surprise—
and giftwrapping.
World Impact is seeking
volunteer greeters, servers, gift
wrappers, childcare workers
and setup and cleanup crews.
For those short on time, the
organization is also seeking
donations of new toys between
$5 and $25 in price, giftwrapping supplies, hot chocolate
and cookies. Toy donations
are needed by December 1st.
Contact Julie Deas at
jdeas@worldimpact.org to volunteer or donate.
World Impact LA is located at 2001 S. Vermont
Ave., Los Angeles, CA
90007. (323) 735-3400
or find them on the web at
worldimpactla.org.

POBAL Construction Inc.
Quality • Experience • Integrity
Historic Restoration &
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City Council Declares Shelter Crisis
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer
LOS ANGELES—The Los
Angeles City Council voted
November 17th to declare a
crisis—but not a state of emergency as originally requested—regarding homeless shelters, opening both literal and
figurative doors to those seeking to help the city’s homeless
population.
If approved by Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti as expected, several new temporary
shelters will now be allowed
to open in various non-profit,
charity and city-owned buildings citywide.
Los Angeles Municipal
Code requires that the council declare a shelter crisis exists
before any new shelters can be
established.
The declaration will also
allow for “Safe Parking” programs for homeless individuals who live in their cars to be
implemented across the city.
This means they will have
overnight access to secure
parking lots and in some cases,
public restrooms.
The vote to adopt the motion, put forth by Council District 1 representative Gilbert
Cedillo and Council District
11’s Mike Bonin, was unani-

mous among the 14 councilmembers present. Paul Krekorian, who represents CD2,
which spans from Studio City
to Sun Valley, was absent.
According to the motion,
“More than 25,000 people are
homeless in Los Angeles, and
two-thirds of them go without
shelter on any given night.”
Homelessness has been
a hot button issue as of late,
with reports of NCIS actress
Pauley Perrette being attacked
by a homeless man in the Hollywood Hills November 12th,
a growing Los Feliz encampment cleared from Hollywood
Boulevard in August and
two controversial ordinances
passed in July, which allow for
any personal property left on
city grounds to be confiscated.
The council agreed
in a separate vote November
17th to revise the ordinances
to remove their criminal and
financial penalties and to identify more storage facilities for
confiscated items.
Garcetti, who came under fire by homeless advocacy
groups for allowing those same
ordinances to pass, is expected
to release his Homelessness
Strategic Plan in January. He

announced his intent to “declare war on homelessness” at
the grand opening of a mixeduse housing project near Skid
Row last July.
Additionally, City Councilmember David Ryu (CD4)
authored two motions related
to homelessness November
17th, one requesting the Los
Angeles Homeless Services
Agency (LAHSA) report on
the possibility of privately
funding recently de-funded
city-run domestic violence and
homeless veteran shelters, and
another suggesting the implementation of a unified call
number, such as “211” for residents wishing to report issues
related to homelessness.
Ryu also authored two
motions in September requesting increased access to mental
health and substance abuse
services for the homeless.
But amid budget cuts,
some wonder how the city will
fund such initiatives.
Jack Humphreville of the
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council said in a City
Watch editorial November 3rd
that Garcetti and City Council President Herb Wesson are
seeking to use $100 million of
the city’s $393 million reserve
fund to finance new housing
and services for the homeless.

This is unwise, said Humphreville, as “the [r]eserve [f]
und is not intended to finance
ongoing programs.…Rather,
it is designed to be used in the
case of real emergencies such

as an earthquake or unanticipated budget shortfalls.”
Meanwhile, a November
5th audit by the City Controller’s office showed that from
see CRISIS page 7

BLACKsheepFRIDAY
Ditch the toxins in conventional bedding,
and go natural.

20%

off through
December 6th.
Mention this ad.

Wool . Organic Cotton . Latex
Natural Fiber Bedding

organic
mattresses
comforters
mattress pads
pillows
fine linens
crib mattresses
and baby clothes

Selling organi mareses and beding
for 24 years.

5979 W 3rd Street . Near The Grove
323-255-7668
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run the enterprise—specializes in to-go, house-made pastas such as tagliatelle, gnocchi
and fettucine and sauces such
as pesto and bolognese.
Inside the storefront eatery and glass-fronted catering
kitchen, customers can order
a wide range of panini, pastas
and daily specials.
During the holidays, the
Pasta Sisters will have custom
and ready-made gift baskets
that feature their Northern
Italian-inspired specialties.
Pasta Sisters, 3343 W. Pico
Boulevard, (323) 870-5271,
pastasisters.com
		
Larchmont
Village
Wine, Spirits & Cheese:
Throughout the holiday season, it’s even busier than usual
at Larchmont Village Wine,

CRISIS from page 6

2013-2014, the city failed to
collect between $15 million
and $91 million in fees from
developers designed to reduce
the impact of commercial, industrial and residential developments on the city.
Revenue from such fees
can be used for a variety of
purposes, including building
affordable housing, according
to state law.
The audit also showed
instances of the city not using development fees already
collected—money which may
have to be refunded if it remains unspent.
In the meantime, organizations such as the East Hollywood Los Feliz Homeless
Coalition (EHLFHC)—who
recently partnered with People Assisting the Homeless
(PATH) following an EHLFHC fundraising effort last
year—are working to com-

Spirits & Cheese.
“The day before Christmas, it’s a zoo in here,” says
owner Sergio Boccato.
For those that can plan
ahead, Boccato highly recommends
pre-ordering
cheese boards and custom
gift baskets, which are priced
from $35.
On hand are a wide variety of international and domestic cheeses and meats, plus
exquisite add-ons like smoked
salmon and caviar.
Also available are select
wine and spirits, including
sought after American bourbons and artisanal gins. Free
local delivery.
Larchmont Village Wine,
Spirits & Cheese, 223 N.
Larchmont Boulevard, (323)
856-8699, larchmontvillagewine.com

pensate for funding shortfalls.
According to PATH Regional Director Tescia Uribe,
most homeless organizations
rely on federal or district funding.
But occasionally, she said,
a grassroots community organization will take matters
into their hands as EHLFC
did, raising funds to contract
PATH locally instead of waiting for district funding to
trickle down.
Los Angeles Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell contracted PATH for three years
in March 2013 to provide
services in CD13 two days a
week. Thanks to funding from
EHLFHC, PATH was able to
begin serving CD13 full time
in September.
Additionally, the EHLFHC funding has allowed
PATH to broaden their reach
to other areas, including Hollywood and Los Feliz.

SETTING THE
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WE
NOW OFFER
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• Locally owned & operated by
retired LAPD Supervisors
• Manned by active off-duty licensed
law enforcement officers
• 24-7 direct contact with patrol
officer who never leaves the area
• Responds to all alarm monitoring
companies

Protecting Los Angeles Neighborhoods Since 1991
Call us today (866) 357-1772 • www.ssa-securitygroup.com
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Contest
Searches for
Artistry to
Beautify Utility

[Our Bread and Butter]

Real Estate Agent Kat Nitsou
Helps Clients Find the Right
Neighborhood
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

Kat Nisou

When Kat Nitsou first
moved to Los Angeles from
Toronto ten years ago, she
purposefully set out to get to
know all of her new city.
“I was a student, so I
didn’t have a lot of money to
go out to places, but I walked
around neighborhoods like
Highland Park, Los Feliz, and
Larchmont,” said Nitsou. “I
soaked in the atmosphere, and
as I met people, those friendships flourished.”
As a real estate agent, her
time spent discovering Los
Angeles neighborhoods has
dovetailed nicely with her
marketing background, allowing her to create a personalized
and professional experience for
her clients.
Nitsou works with everyone, from first-time homebuyers to savvy investors, and they
all note her commitment to go
above and beyond as a trusted
consultant.
“Kat showed me all the
places where I would want to
go—where I would shop and
the best restaurants and cafés—
if I lived in a particular area,”
said Brooke Davies, a recent
transplant from Australia.
Earlier this year, Davies
moved into a home near The

LARCHMONT BLVD—Have
you ever eyed those large, gray
utility boxes by Noah’s New
York Bagels and Chase Bank
on Larchmont Boulevard and
seen them as blank canvases
just begging for some artwork?
Well, now’s your chance.
In partnership with the
Do Art Foundation, The
Larchmont Business Improvement District (LVBID) is calling all local artists to submit
paintings, photography, illustrations and more to beautify
these boxes and the neighborhood.
Submissions are due by
December 8th. The LVBID
Board will vote for the winning artwork in early January
and the utility boxes will be
wrapped with the new artwork
by the end of that month.

Grove that Nitsou helped
her find.
“I thought Studio
City was really cool and
nice, but Kat told me,
‘You have to be okay
with sitting in traffic for
an hour getting to work,’
which was great in identifying the parameters of
what was more important to me,” she said.
Recommending the
best neighborhood restaurants comes easily to
Nitsou, who, in a creative
turn after business school,
trained in classical French
cooking.
In fact, somehow she’s
found time to write a cookbook of traditional recipes
from her Macedonian roots.
“I think that a lot of people gravitate to the amenities
of a neighborhood—especially
in a genuine community such
as Larchmont,” said Nitsou.
She emphasizes that taking the time to find the location that is right for a client is
well worth it. Indeed, she finds
that the biggest challenge in
today’s market is reassuring
clients that the right house
will come along.
Nitsou still enjoys exploring neighborhoods with
her husband, Oliver. Together, they’ve renovated
fixer homes—an experience
she says gives her a keen understanding of the needs and
possibilities of a property’s full
potential when she’s advising a
client.
“I stay current on the
market and on top of what my
clients are looking for,” said
Nitsou. “The transaction can
happen really quickly if a buyer is very committed to moving forward, so it’s important
to stay on the mark.”

For details and an entry
form, visit:
docs.google.com/forms/d/1
VLEGeRu9PvZNxEjpPJ
WpFq1bIWmVTTs_JC4WEKLeW-c/viewform

from the

Larchmont Ledger

Enjoy entertaining
family & friends at home

	
  

✣
Into The Light Organizing Service
(213) 247-0611
info@intothelightorganizing.com

Working throughout the L.A. area since 2002

Member-National Association of Professional Organizers
Past N.A.P.O-L.A. Director of Communications

	
  
	
  

Joslyn Gumbs, MD

Quality Care
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OBGYN, FACOG
for any stage of a woman’s life.

•

Prenatal and Maternity Care

•

Post Partum Care

•

High Risk Obstetrics

•

Well Women Care

•

Birth Control Options

•

Preventative Medicine

•

Gynecologic Problems

•

Postmenopause

On staff at CHA Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center

HEALTHY
HAPPENS
HERE.

Call or email us today
for an appointment:

(323) 257-1814
fax: (323) 257-1314
jlgumbsmd@gmail.com
Dr. Joslyn Gumbs Office
5255 West Sunset Blvd., Suite 201
Los Angeles, CA 90027

www.larchmontledgerla.com

• 24/7 Emergency Services

• Specialty Care Center

• Critical Care & Cardiac Services

• World-Class Fetal Therapy

• Senior Care Center

• Skilled Nursing: The Chalet

• Ambulatory Surgery Center

• Maternity Services: Special Deliveries

213.413.3000
1300 NORTH VERMONT AVE., LOS ANGELES, CA 90027

12/19/14 12:28
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[real estate]

Market Lost Steam in October
Experts Say, but Not in the 90020
Southern
California
homes sales “lost steam” in
October after a strong summer, according to data released
in November by Core Logic, a
real estate reporting firm.
Sales in October were
14.5% below the October average, since 1988, of 23,303
sales. According to Core
Logic, October saw a total of
19,930 existing homes and
condominiums sold in Los
Angeles, Riverside, San Diego,
Ventura, San Bernardino and
Orange counties. The recorded sales were also down 5.5%
from September.
“After a relatively strong
summer, Southern California
home sales lost steam in October, dipping more than usual
from September and rising
only slightly from a year ear-

December 2015

lier,” said research analyst Andrew LePage in a statement,
released by the firm. “Sales
remain constrained by a tight
inventory of homes for sale
and lower affordability.
The median price paid for
all Southern California homes
sold in October was $434,000,
up 5.6% from the same month
last year.
In Los Angeles County,
there were 6,988 homes sold
in October, down .4% from
the same time last year. The
county’s median sales price
was $490,000, up 5.8% from
a year ago. Orange County
had the highest median price
for a home sold in October at
$600,000.
Locally, the 90020 zip
code, which includes parts of
Hancock Park and Windsor

Square saw a dramatic 250%
increase in its median sale
price in October. That area
saw only seven homes sell, but
at a median of $3.32 million.
The 90036 and 90019 zip
codes also saw an increase in
October of the median price
of a sold home, but far less
dramatically. For 90036, 13
homes sold at a median of
$1.35 million, up 9% from
2014. The 90019 area had
16 homes sell, at an 8% median increase over last year, to
$885,000.
However, nearly across the
board, condos did not fare well
in October. Zip codes 90029,
90004 and 90019 all had median price declines when compared to 2014, of 38%, 33%
and 10% respectively. Only
the 90036 zip code did not see
a slip in the sale price in October. Five condos in that area
sold in October at a median
of $660,000, flat compared to
the same time in 2014.

www.larchmontledgerla.com

[HOUSE & HOLMES]

Adventures in the Basement
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist
Where I grew up in the Midwest, basements were huge
and called “rec rooms.” One
area had a Ping-Pong table,
foosball and a pile of rusty bar
bells, and on the other side
was a “workshop,” a laundry
room and a storage area for
holiday gear.
I fully expected houses in
swanky California to have the
same set-up, but I was sadly
disappointed. I discovered that
a California basement is more
like a “wreck room,” used only
to store items that will squeeze
into the small space around
the furnace and water heater.
So every December, like
an archeologist in search of
buried treasure, I lower myself
into the tiny cave-like California basement underneath our
kitchen to unpack the holiday
decorations.

Our family loves Christmas. We have decorations
that go back generations and
I proudly hang my giant “C7”
Christmas lights on the tree.
The C7s are those big coneshaped lights that are painted
red, green, white, and blue.
Like Clark Griswold in
Christmas Vacation, I have to
untangle the strands of lights
and carefully place them
around the tree.
This year I was jinxed.
After two hours, I still could
not get any strands to light, so
I decided to call Dave. Being
a top-notch contractor and designer, I was sure that he had
the perfect solution.
Dave loves Christmas
too. This year he is saluting
the 1960s with a silver tinsel
tree, Dean Martin’s Christsee HOLMES page 10
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Amesbury Road, requested
November 2nd that City Attorney Mike Feuer investigate
a report in the Los Feliz Ledger
that when Ryu took office July
1st, no files from LaBonge or
his staff were left behind.
According to Miller, who
served as city attorney for Gardena, Newport Beach and Arcadia and as an assistant city
attorney for the cities of Anaheim, Huntington Beach and
Fresno, if LaBonge took such
actions, there are possible illegal implications.
“[Such files],” he said,
“are not personal to the coun-

main public, no matter who is
in office, especially during an
unfriendly transition as was
the case between LaBonge and
Ryu. LaBonge’s former Chief
of Staff Carolyn Ramsay lost
the election in May to Ryu.
“We have seen dozens
and dozens,” of elected offices
change hands, said Scher. “I’ve
never heard of anything like
this.”
According to Holly Wolcott, Los Angeles City Clerk,
there is no protocol for the
transfer or storage of documents from an outgoing councilmember to a successor.
Sharon Tso, the city’s chief

HOLMES from page 9

mas album crooning around
the clock and his beautiful
female assistants dressed like
elves.
Like Santa, he seemed
to know what I wanted for
Christmas before I even asked.
“Fuses,” he said.
I was confused. “Fuses?”
“You’re calling about your
Christmas lights, right?” asked

“Hancock Park is such a beautiful and vibrant neighborhood with great schools and amenities. It is a
very sought after neighborhood for buyers. According to the MLS, the average sale price in Hancock
Park-Mid Wilshire Single Family homes was $2,112,060 in Aug 2015*”

legislative analyst, also confirmed that.
“There is no real formal
process,” she said.
Many documents relative
to LaBonge’s district (CD4)
would be available, however,
through the city clerk’s office
if they had been entered into
the record as part of a hearing
before the City Council. Additionally any studies or documents prepared for LaBonge
by other city departments
would be available from those
respective departments.
But it is the other documents—complaints, for example, and proposals under
consideration—that concern
Miller and Scher.
“We have no desire to
prosecute Tom LaBonge,”
Scher said. “But if Tom is
thwarting information for
his own constituents so that
Mr. Ryu cannot get up to
speed, that’s not alright.
These records belong to the
public and we need to make
sure the district is run properly and ethically.”
A request for comment
from LaBonge was not returned. A spokesperson for
Ryu declined to comment.

Inventory is low.

By combining low inventory and increasing demand from buyers, you may get
more for your home than you think.

2.

Mortgage rates are still very low.

3.

Higher interest rates are expected soon.

4.

cil person and cannot be destroyed or removed without
an entire legal process including governmental approval by
resolution.”
According to Los Angeles
City Attorney spokesperson
Rob Wilcox, the city cannot
pursue a criminal investigation of Miller’s concerns as LaBonge is considered a “former
client” of the city.
According Wilcox, either
the Los Angeles County’s District Attorney or the state’s
Attorney General would have
to investigate the matter if requested by Miller or others.
“Mr. LaBonge did not
consult with us regarding documents from his office when
he left office,” Wilcox said. “As
[LaBonge] is now a former client, as a councilmember, this
is not something we would address.”
Miller and his wife Stephanie Scher, who also served
as a city attorney for Palos
Verdes Estates, Baldwin Park
and Bellflower, said they aren’t
sure how far they will take the
issue legally, but at the very
least, they said they would like
the city to have some protocol
to ensure public records re-

This is another motivation for buyers and sellers to lock into a great loan program
now. Also the money you take away from your sale now will go farther in financing
another home.
Since mortgage rates are currently low, more buyers are expected to enter the
market.

Rising rents in Los Angeles are motivating tenants to make the leap into
home ownership.
There is a tipping point for renters when their rents continually rise. It just starts to
make more sense to buy a home.

5.

If you’re thinking of waiting because you might get more money in the
future, it might not be the case.

You should compare your “holding costs” to a potential future sale. Holding costs
are what you pay currently to run your home, taxes, maintenance, etc. What your paying
to run the home may be costing you more then what you might think you’ll gain if you
wait to sell your home in the future.
“Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly if you wish to discuss further.”

Kat Nitsou
310.999.9080
kat.nitsou@sothebyshomes.com
katnitsouhomes.com
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. * Data per MLS for the dates ranging from 8.1.15-8.31.15 for Single Family Homes
for the areas of Hancock Park-Mid Whilshire. Kat Nitsou’s CALbre# 01945098

May You Have A Blessed Christmas!

Make Your Property Debut Into The Market Place
Success Is Made With Betsy Malloy
Let Her See The Beauty And Accentuate The Features That Distinguish Your Home
Betsy Is Ready For All The Challenges Of Selling Your Home

Retrofit List Coming In January
According to a representative from Los Angeles Mayor
Eric Garcetti’s office, a list
of buildings citywide that
require seismic retrofits for
earthquake safety will be released to the public in January.
Some business owners
have expressed concern about
Page 10 HEARTH & HOME

the cost of the required repairs, which in some cases
may be extensive.
The mayor’s office has begun to send courtesy notices
to individual business owners
who will be affected by the requirements in advance of the
list’s official release.

metal ends—5-amp, 120-volt
fuses. One was blown, which
I replaced with the spare. The
lights of Christmas now shine
brightly.
Another mystery solved,
thus once again proving my
motto for even the simplest
home improvement issue: “If
I can’t figure it out—and I
know that I can’t—my friend
Dave can.”

HERE ARE THE CURRENT TOP 5 REASONS
WHY IT MIGHT BE A GOOD TIME TO SELL YOUR HOME NOW:

1.

According to Holly Wolcott, Los Angeles
City Clerk, there is no protocol for the
transfer or storage of documents from an
outgoing councilmember to a successor.

Dave. “Okay, two things—get
rid of those giant bulbs and
replace them with LEDs and
you will save big energy costs.
Secondly, you’re lucky because
you have the C7s with fuses.
Check the little housing right
near the plug, open the sliding door and there should be
a spare fuse.”
Sure enough there were
little glass cylinders with

Betsy Malloy
(323) 806-0203

betsy@betsymalloy.com
CalBRE: 01293183
251 N. Larchmont Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90004
©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair
Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Previews International® and the Coldwell Banker Previews International
Logo, are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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We’re preparing
more L.A. apartments
to become
“Home for the Holidays”

Juan G. and Victor V., two members of
Clint’s Maintenance Team.

Do YOU Need help running your
investment property?
CALL US TO HELP!

Selected Listings from ClintLukensRealty.com

FOR SALE
16 units - Palmdale
Reduced $900,000

FOR SALE OR LEASE
Retail - Silver Lake
Type 20 Off Sale ABC Lic.

FOR SALE
Home and Separate Studio
Reduced $735,000

FOR LEASE
Retail - Silver Lake
Type 20 Off Sale ABC Lic.

Call (323) 668-7500 x222 for a FREE Property Valuation and Analysis

Looking for an apartment?

We can help! Leasing@clintlukensrealty.com

4427 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90029
(323) 668-7500 ph (323) 668-7501 fx
clukens@clintlukensrealty.com
www.ClintLukensRealty.com
BRE Lic #01367014
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[KEEN TO BE GREEN]
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist
For years now, I’ve been very keen
To live a life that’s much more green.
I re-use, recycle and reduce
But I sometimes wonder, “What’s the use?”

We’re fracking for gas and drilling for oil
And poisoning our rivers and our soil.
Greenhouses gases pollute our air
And plastic stuff is everywhere.

Even if I produce much less trash
Forces that are powered by cash
Cause greed and waste and devastation
And not just here in this great nation.

We say “Save our Planet!” but it’s idle chatter
When cars and cell phones are all that matter.
Bigger TVs and faster food—
These are what we believe are good.

Trash, not fish, now fills our seas,
We make toilet paper from our trees.
Lions and elephants and rhinos,
Are sadly going the way of the dinos.

But if more of us start wanting less
Maybe we can stop this mess.
It’s really time to make a fuss.
If we destroy nature, we destroy us.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
& THANK YOU!

SOLD! CASH OVER LIST PRICE
309 N. Bronson

(323) 810-7935
www.eileenlanza.com
eileenlanza@me.com
Larchmont Homeowner

Larchmont’s Choice!

CAL BRE # 01393915

Larchmont Ledger (323) 644-5536

Advertise in the

The Dancing Realtor

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY
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[THEATER REVIEW]

[A DOG’S LIFE]

“Nat Turner: Following Faith” Explores The Root
Causes of the 1833 Slave Revolt

Holiday Giving: Presents
for your Pooch

By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

By Jennifer Clark, Ledger Columnist

I’m a history buff, so when
the opportunity arose to learn
about a period of history that
was somewhat unfamiliar to
me, I jumped at the chance
to see “Nat Turner: Following
Faith” at Theatre/Theatre on
Pico Boulevard.
The original play, written
by Paula Neiman and directed
by Dan Martin, tells the life story of Nat Turner, a slave turned
revolutionary in early 19th century Virginia. There were over
20 slave revolts in North America, but Turner’s brief rebellion
in which a band of 60 African
Americans killed 50 whites—
men, women and children—is
perhaps the most famous.
The drama takes us from
Turner’s birth to his execution. As the years pass in an
endless procession of indignities, Turner—a gifted orator
and charismatic leader who
frequently quotes the Bible for
his inspiration—finally be-

comes so frustrated with his
lot as a slave that he convinces his fellow slaves to revolt.
As retaliation, the whites
kill 200 African Americans,
both slaves and free men.
The story is acted out by
a cast of 15 actors against narration by Gabriel Prosser, an
African American abolitionist and insurrectionist whom
Turner never met.
Prosser is the most outstanding character in the play
and is effectively acted by television and movie actor Asante
Jones.
Tarnue Massaquoi, an actor from West Africa, Liberia
portrays Turner from childhood to manhood. His performance is moving, but at
times his diction is hard to
understand.
I also enjoyed Baadja-Lyn
Ouba’s performance as Turner’s feisty grandmother.
“Nat Turner: Following

Our 108th Year

Faith” forces the audience to
think about the consequences
of violence—both that of slavery and the terrible effects of
Turner’s rebellion.
“Nat Turner: Following Faith”
at Theatre/Theatre, 5041 W.
Pico Boulevard, Thursdays—
Saturdays at 8 p.m.; Sunday at 2
p.m. through December 6. $25.
(213) 529-5133 or buytickets.
at/natturner. Street parking or
secure parking lot $7.

With the holidays swiftly approaching, a
slew of new pet toys and treats
have hit the market. There’s
something sure to please every
type of dog.
For the Athletic Dog:
The Dog-Treat Launcher will
send small bites soaring for
your dog to fetch, $10 at the
Container Store.
For the Dog That Loves
to Walk: The McFly Puffer
vest is inspired by the movie
Back to the Future. Fido won’t
be able to time travel in it, but
he will definitely stay snug, $25
at campcloon.com. An illuminated Dog Leash will make sure
everyone can see who is at the

other end of your tether, $25 at
fancy.com. El Niño is coming
and your dog can be prepared
with her own slicker, in vibrant
colors, $45 at caninestyles.com.
For the Dapper Dog: A
Silly Buddy bowtie dog collar
will make any day fancy, $45
at etsy.com.
For the Runaway Dog:
Keep track of your dog at all times
with the GPS dog tracker from
Tagg, $59.95 at amazon.com.
For the Spoiled Dog:
Once a month, Bark Box will
send out a personalized package of treats and toys for your
dog depending on its size,
starting at $19 per month at
barkbox.com.

Experience Immaculate Heart
A Private, Catholic, College Preparatory School for Grades 6 – 12

“Educating the Hearts & Minds
of Young Women Since 1906”

PAGE
PRIVATE
SCHOOL

Latest Technologies
Small Class Sizes/Ages 2-Grade 6
Extended Hours 6:30am-6:30pm
Music, Art & Spanish Classes
Summer Camp Activities

OPEN HOUSE
Jan. 18-22 at 9am-11am
Visit pageschool.com for Open House Promotions

323.463.5118
Hancock Park
565 N. Larchmont Blvd.,
Los Angeles, CA 90004

December 2015

323.272.3429
Beverly Hills
419 S. Robertson Blvd.,
Beverly Hills, CA 90211

Immaculate Heart High School & Middle School

• High School Open House – Sunday, December 6, at 1:00 p.m.
• Middle School Open House – Sunday, December 13, at 1:00 p.m.
• Middle School Entrance Exam – Saturday, January 9, 2016 at 8:30 a.m.
• High School Entrance Exam for Admission & Merit Scholarships –
Saturday, January 16, 2016 at 8:30 a.m.

5515 Franklin Avenue • Los Angeles, CA 90028 • (323) 461-3651 • www.immaculateheart.org
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[SENIOR MOMENTS]

The Next Chapter for Los Angeles’
Mobility Plan
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist
In
last
month’s column, I wrote
about the LA Mobility Plan
2035, approved by the City
Council last August, as an important step in tackling one

Station on Vermont Avenue.
I bought my TAP card for
$1.75, then boarded the train
for City Hall.
For me, living in LA since
1966 and highly dependent

cedural amendments. Before
voting on re-approval, people
for and against went up to
the podium and spoke for one
minute or less.
I even got the courage to

speak. I said that I supported
the plan because older persons, a growing demographic
in Los Angeles, need to safely use modes of transportation other than cars to move
around the city.
The Committee then reapproved the motion, thereby sending it on to the full
council.
Now, the plan is not per-

fect. Opponents are concerned
that more bicycle traffic and
reduction of lanes will cause
more congestion and will interfere with emergency vehicles. Plus, there wasn’t enough
community outreach before
the plan was approved.
However, even with those
imperfections, Los Angeles
should be on its way to a safer
and less congested city.

For me, living in LA since 1966 and highly
dependent upon my car, it was a very
special experience to move effortlessly
and quickly through the city.
of the major issues facing Los
Angeles and its future.
We have to get a handle on
how we manage our transportation system. We are known to
have the worst traffic congestion in the United States, toxic
air and a high incidence of accidents affecting pedestrians.
The plan would provide
official guidelines for policy
makers to consider all modes
of transportation when planning future projects.
On November 11th, I got
out of my car, walked to a bus
stop on Sunset Boulevard and
boarded a bus to the Metro

upon my car, it was a very special experience to move effortlessly and quickly through the
city. And, I didn’t have to worry
about finding a parking space.
At City Hall, I attended
a joint meeting of the City
Council Transportation and
Planning Committees. This
joint committee had to “go
back to the drawing board”
because the original plan approved by the City Council
was legally challenged by organizations objecting to improper amendments.
The committee decided
to remove the offending pro-

December 4

TO RSVP

Please contact the Admissions Ofﬁce at
(310) 838-2442 or info@echohorizon.org
[STAR GAZING]

Meteor Shower Will
Dazzle in December Sky

3430 McManus Avenue • Culver City, CA 90232 • www.echohorizon.org

By Anthony Cook, Griffith Observatory
The winter solstice, the astronomical term
for the start of winter in the
northern hemisphere, takes
place on December 21st at
8:48 p.m., PST.
The same moment is the
start of summer in the southern hemisphere. In Los Angeles, the day is the shortest of
the year, with only 9 hours
and 53 minutes of daylight.
The absence of moonlight
from late Sunday night, December 13th through dawn
on the 14th, creates excellent
conditions for observing this
year’s annual Geminid meteor
shower.
Meteors can be expected
in increasing numbers from
7:30 p.m. to 2:00 a.m., and
should continue strongly until

dawn interrupts the show at
5:20 a.m.
Geminid meteors get
their name from the constellation Gemini the Twins, from
which the meteors seem to
stream. Gemini rises in the
east-northeast at 7:30 p.m., is
directly overhead at 2:00 a.m.,
and is still high in the west
when dawn starts.
How many meteors you
may see mainly depends on
how dark and clear your sky is.
From a mountaintop or desertwilderness observing site, up
to 120 Geminid meteors per
hour can be seen.6
Even from the light polluted suburbs, however, bright
Geminids are numerous
enough to watch for an hour
or so before midnight.

Advertise in the
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‘Tis the Season

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM

Complied by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
It’s the most glorious time
of the year. Celebrate it with
any of these holiday related
events around town.
Downtown On Ice Pershing Square’s annual iceskating rink returns. This
year, special events include DJ
spotlight nights, a singles skate
night and a New Year’s Day
bathing suit only polar bear
skate. Tickets are $9 for an
hour long session; skate rentals are $4. Pershing Square,
through January 18th, 2016.
532 S Olive St. Information:
holidayicerinkdowntownla.
com
L. A. Zoo Lights The
Zoo’s winter light spectacular
returns with LED lights, lasers, 3D projections and water
and light effects synchronized
to music throughout the zoo.
In addition to the lights, you
can see real reindeer, take your
photo with Santa Claus and
enjoy a nice cup of hot cocoa.
Tickets start at $10. L.A. Zoo,
Fri. November 27th to Sun.
December 3rd. 5337 Zoo Dr.
Information: (323) 644-4200,
lazoolights.org
Supper With Santa For
the 13th year in a row, the
Ebell invites you to join Santa
and Mrs. Claus for a gourmet
holiday buffet. This year, the
event will also feature holiday

crafts, a photo booth, balloon
animals and a performance by
the Bob Baker Marionettes.
Tickets are $45 for adults; $20
for children 2 to 12. The Ebell
of Los Angeles, Fri. December 4th. 743 S. Lucerne Blvd.
Information: ebelleventtickets.com
Chanukah Extravaganza-kah Salon Shabbat Celebrate the festival of light’s
sixth night with a special shabbat service featuring a youth
choir performance, Chanukah
stories and a light dinner with
latkes, matzah ball soup and
jelly donuts. Free. Wilshire
Boulevard Temple, Fri. December 11th, 6 p.m. 3663
Wilshire Blvd. Information:
wbtla.org
White Christmas As part
of their Tuesday Matinees film
series, LACMA presents the
festive 1954 musical starring
Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye,
Rosemary Clooney, Vera-Ellen
and the music of Irving Berlin.
Tickets are $4. LACMA, Tue.
December 22nd, 1 p.m. 5905
Wilshire Blvd. Information:
(323) 857-6010, lacma.org
New Year’s Eve L. A.
Grand Park hosts its third annual New Year’s Eve celebration. This community festival
will feature multiple stages of
live music, food trucks and the

event’s signature 3-D digital
video projections mapped onto
the side of City Hall. Grand
Park, Thu. December 31st,
8:00 p.m., 200 North Grand
Ave. Information: grandparkla.org
Cleopatra’s New Year’s
Eve Ball On New Year’s Eve,
Hollywood’s famous Egyptian
Theater will be transformed
into the hottest club west of
the Nile. The (heated and
tented) courtyard and theater
lobby will feature go-go dancers, DJs spinning Top 40 and
hip-hop, an open bar and VIP
cabanas. Midnight will be
marked by a balloon drop and
confetti. Tickets start at $59.
Egyptian Theater, Thu. December 31st, 9 p.m. Entrance
at 1625 N. Las Palmas Ave. Information: californianightlife.
com/cleo and (323) 604-6030.
Prohibition NYE Ring
in 2016 like it’s 1926 with a
special Prohibition themed,
KCRW hosted party at Union
Station. Performers include
electronic musician Le Youth,
jazz singer Jessie Payo and the
Dollhouse burlesque dancers.
Formal attire required. Tickets are $150. Union Station,
Thu. December 31st, 9 p.m.
800 N. Alameda St. Information: prohibitionnye.com

ADVERTISE NOW
JANUARY 2016 EDITION DEADLINES:

12/15/2015

12/28/2015
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PAPER DELIVERY

CONTACT
Libby Butler-Gluck at libby@larchmontledgerla.com
or (323) 644-5536 for ad rates!

[OXFORD SQUARE]

Day Tripping in Oaxaca
By Murray Cohen, Ledger Columnist
One evening
last summer,
my wife Mary Beth and I were
in our living room in Oxford Square when we noticed
people outside emerging from
their cars wearing brightly colored costumes.
Since I am the neighborhood busybody, it was
my duty to investigate these
suspicious goings-on.
We rounded-up our
neighbor and followed the costume wearers to Pico Boulevard where we stumbled upon
the kick-off parade for the
annual Guelaguetza Festival,
a cultural event originating
in Oaxaca, Mexico that also
takes place in Los Angeles.
All of a sudden, we were
surrounded by indigenous
dancers, walking bands and
vendors selling native food
and artisanal crafts.
Oaxaca is the number one
food city in all of Mexico. I’ve
been there and I can attest to this
fact. It’s an amazing, welcoming
place. And luckily for us, we can
experience those same delights
two blocks from home.
Oxford Square is adjacent to a flourishing Oaxacan
December 2015

community with fabulous restaurants, shops and the most
wonderful ice cream you will
ever eat.
Here are some local Oaxacan hangouts that you must
try:
First up, Guelaguetza Restaurant at 3014 West Olympic
Boulevard.

Next, head over to Expresion Oaxaquena at 3301
West Pico Boulevard. This is
the place to buy delicacies like
a fresh mole mixture. Add sautéed tomatoes, onions and garlic and you’re in Oaxaca.
Then it’s on to Jay’s Market on Pico Boulevard and
Norton Avenue where you’ll

All of a sudden, we were surrounded
by indigenous dancers, walking bands
and vendors selling native food and
artisanal crafts.
Get the Tlayuda, a cross
between a pizza and a tostada
on a huge crispy corn tortilla. Also, order a mole negro
with onions, garlic, spices,
chiles and chocolate. Sounds
weird, but it’s amazing.
Oaxaca is also known
for mezcal and you can sample
your fill at Gueleguetza’s mezcaleria or mescal bar. No matter what you hear, mezcal is
not a psychedelic. Although
years ago, I did experience
extra-terrestrial visions after a
two day mezcal tasting trip in
Oaxaca.

find grocery goodies like nopales, the cactus ears that you
put in salads.
Finally, it’s back to Pico
Boulevard and Victoria Avenue for Mateo’s “heaven
on a stick”—fresh fruit and
ice cream bars with the usual
flavors like strawberry or walnut and some unusual ones
like smoked milk.
In fact, that’s exactly what
we did on the day of the parade.
Our happy threesome headed
home, ice cream in hand, after
an unexpected journey at the
end of our block.
www.larchmontledgerla.com
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[IMMACULATE HEART]

IH Sports Teams Savor Championship Titles
By Ashley Conde, Junior
With the end of
the fall season
rapidly approaching, Immaculate Heart congratulates its
fall sports teams for their success. Our varsity cross country
team took first in the Sunshine
League—for the third year in
a row—while our junior varsity cross country team placed
second in the league. Additionally, for the first time in
IH history, the varsity tennis
team clinched the Sunshine
League title!
Now we cheer on our winter sports teams in soccer and
basketball, and conditioning
for spring sports, including
track and field, swimming and
softball, has already begun!

Our recent Thanksgiving Food Drive, organized by
the Campus Ministry Leadership Team (CMLT), was a
great success. The drive collected food items that helped
feed needy families served by
Casa Esperanza in the San
Fernando Valley. Students
also funded a generous monetary donation to Casa Esperanza. Additionally, CMLT is
hosting a Christmas “Toys for
Tweens” drive.
On December 15, IH will
host its Christmas concert,
showcasing the talents of the
modern dance and choir classes. Christmas break begins on
December 18, the day of the
Christmas program and win-

ter formal dance.
Amidst the Christmas
season’s busyness, IH graduates from 2011-2015 will meet
for a holiday social on campus
on December 18. These reunions demonstrate the strong
bonds that IH students form
during their high school years!
Meanwhile, prospective
students and their families
can get a closer look at Immaculate Heart by joining us
for our upcoming open house
events. The high school’s open
house will take place Sunday,
December 6, at 1 p.m., followed by the middle school’s
open house on Sunday, December 13, at 1 p.m.

RESTAURANT REVIEW]

[PAGE PRIVATE SCHOOL]

Cold December
By Skyla Wilkins, 3rd Grade
We’re ready to
rock and roll
at our Holiday
show! I can’t
wait to see my
schoolmates
dancing
on
stage, and showing off their
skills on Thurs., Dec. 10th.
Our field trip this month
is to “Disney on Ice, Frozen.”
There are going to be people
singing and skating everywhere.
Our class holiday parties
will be on Friday, December
18th with a potluck lunch. We
will be ready to eat everything,
and have a great time.
This month is a short
school month. School will be
closed for 2 weeks for winter
break. Enjoy the holidays with
your loved ones, and see you
next year!

Christmas
Shopping at
the St. Brendan
School
Boutique
KOREATOWN—St. Brendan
School will host its annual
Christmas boutique Thursday, December 3rd from 8am3pm.
The event will feature local vendors, including Pickett
Fences, Asbury Adams jewelry, Flicka, Susie Cakes, Olivia
Kazanjian jewelry, Chevaliers
and more. Come shop for anyone on your Christmas list,
with 20% of proceeds going to
the school.
There will also be sandwiches from Larchmont Wine
and Cheese, homemade soup
and sushi at lunchtime.
The boutique will take
place at the school, 238 S.
Manhattan Place.

Khao Soi Joins the Northern Thai Craze
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic
In Hollywood’s Thai
Town, the dozens of little
storefront and mini-mall restaurants can look pretty much
the same from the outside.
With new ones popping
up all the time, it can be hard
for the uninitiated to figure out
which new ones are worth trying instead of their old favorites.
One clue is the name,
which often refers to a Thai
dish that the restaurant emphasizes. Crispy Pork Gang
has a dozen or so dishes
adorned with bits of crunchy
pig; Lacha Somtum has myriad variations on papaya salad.
So it stands to reason that
a restaurant named for the
curry noodle dish Khao Soi
would feature several variations of that dish.
Khao Soi, an offshoot of

Inthanon Thai in Valley Village, occupies a tiny storefront
with less than a dozen tables.
The decor is cute and
modern with tin roofs evoking
rural Thailand, rustic wood
paneling and walls decorated
with folksy enamel plates and
giant letters.
The namesake Khao soi is
available with the traditional
chicken but also shrimp, pork,
beef, fried chicken and tofu.
We didn’t see the mustard greens that are usually
served with it, but the creamy
coconut curry broth with just
a tiny bit of kick, a circlet of
fried noodles on top and a
hard-boiled egg, brings plenty
to this accessible dish.
We had to try Nam Khao
Tod, a crispy, tart rice salad
sprinkled with peanuts that

used to be tough to find in Los
Angeles.
While Night + Market’s
Khao soi is one of the city’s
all-time great dishes, with several layers of flavor announcing themselves in each bite,
Khao Soi’s version with larger
chunks of deep-fried rice is
more basic, but still packed
with flavor.
Though most of the menu
sticks with Northern salads
and curries, a few more familiar dishes like pad thai and pad
see ew noodles are available,
and spice levels are moderate.
There’s no beer license, so
try a sweet pineapple or lychee
drink or Thai iced tea.
Khao Soi, 5
907 Hollywood Blvd.
323-464-1790
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[BRAWERMAN EAST]

Soccer, Veterans and a
Candy Buyback
Hannah Yatman and Eric Vaughn,
4th grade
We are finishing our very
first Soccer season in the Hollywood-Wilshire League. Our
4th grade team worked really
hard, and we had some close
games in our new Athletic
Complex on top of the parking structure. We invited all
of the teams in the League
to come to our end of season
party, where we will all play
soccer and eat pizza and dessert. Next, we start our first
basketball season.
In November, our Head
Page 16 SCHOOL NEWS

of Security who was a Marine
came to speak to our classes
for Veterans Day. He wore his
uniform and told about all of
his medals. We wrote cards to
veterans in the hospital to help
make them feel better.
After Halloween, we had
a “candy buy-back” where a
dentist came to school and she
gave us money for our leftover
candy to donate for tzedakah
(charity). Then she talked to
us about our teeth. The candy
will be sent to soldiers to enjoy.
www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Spring Softball Sign-Ups in Full Swing

[HOLLYWOOD SCHOOLHOUSE]

Thankful for Holiday
Family Time

By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer
Registration is now open
for Wilshire Girls Softball,
which will begin its spring season the first week of February.
According to league president Adam Glickman, the last
few seasons—Spring, which
runs from February through
April; All Star, from April to
May and Fall, August through
November—have been some
of the most successful in
league history, and the team
is looking forward to building
on that success this Spring.
Among last year’s achievements were a 3rd place win at
San Pedro’s “Battle at the Harbor” Tournament, silver medals in the district tournament
and a bronze medal at the state
tournament.
The league’s recent rebranding, including a logo
redesign and the addition of a
team mascot “has been at the
epicenter of our success for the
past year,” said Glickman.
According to Glickman,
the team has only been known
as the Wilshire Wildcats for
the last six months—prior
to that, they were just called
Wilshire.
“Everywhere we’d play,
people would say, ‘what’s

By Isabella Payne, 6th grade
Last
month,
the Hollywood Schoolhouse
held a Halloween talent
show. Acts included singing,
gymnastics and piano, and a
5th grade band performed.
Now we are getting ready
to celebrate Thanksgiving.
At our school, we are fortunate enough to have a week
to spend with our families.

This time of year, HSH collects hygiene kits and donates
them to People Assisting the
Homeless so those in need
can stay warm, clean and
happy for the holidays.
Be grateful for what you
have and tell those around
you that you love them.
I hope you have a happy
Thanksgiving.

[Turning Point]

Fall Sports Successes
By Gemma Fudge, 7th grade
Turning Point’s
fall sports season has drawn to a close.
“[The flag football team]
made it to the semi-finals and
had a dramatic win in the
opening round of the playoffs
with a touchdown scored in
the rain in the last minute of
the game,” said Coach Peter
Boylan.
The swim team came in
sixth with only five swimmers. Every swimmer won a

medal in the finals, and our
cross-country runners all
dropped time on their final
races.
With winter coming,
the St. Augustine’s Volunteer Emergency Services
food drive is just around the
corner. Students and teachers are encouraged to donate canned and boxed food
to less fortunate families
so they can enjoy a holiday
meal. Let’s give!

Wilshire Wildcats getting pumped up by UCLA head coach Kelly Inouye-Perez
and assistant coach, three time gold medal Olympian Lisa Fernandez.

Wilshire?’…We wanted to
make it more fun for the girls
so they could identify with it,”
said Glickman.
This season will also mark
the third year that Wilshire Girls
Softball is the little sister league
to UCLA Softball. In addition
to hosting an all-day softball
clinic where the Wildcats can
interact with UCLA Softball
coaches and players, the school
matches Wilshire girls with “big
sister” pen pals to write letters to
throughout the season.
Wilshire has “a really vibrant and engaged community
of parents, players and support-

ers,” said Glickman. “We’re
really excited about what the
spring is going to bring.”
Regular registration is
$195, with an early bird discount of $30 for those who
register by December 15th,
and a sibling discount of $25.
Partial scholarships are also
available for families who need
them. This year’s UCLA clinic
is January 30th, and is open to
registered girls for $40.
Coaches are needed at all
levels. Sign up to be a coach,
assistant coach or team parent, or register online at
wilshiresoftball.com.

Bilingual curriculum from preschool through 12th grade
www.internationalschool.la

Bilingual
Diverse

Book a Tour
Tours held weekly

Burbank
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Orange County
www.larchmontledgerla.com
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BUNGALOW from page 1

quest, the Los Angeles Planning Dept. is currently drafting a letter of clarification to
explain what is meant by the
ordinance’s definition of a restaurant.
The restaurant “Q” condition defines a restaurant, in
part, as an establishment operating primarily for the purpose
of selling food to be consumed
on the premises.
Other food service establishments, commonly known
as take-outs, operate primarily
for the purpose of selling food
to be eaten off-premises.
“I consider [the Larchmont Bungalow] a restaurant,”
said Michael Kim, the manager of Le Pain Quotidien, a restaurant located nearby. “There
are dine-in tables, people come
in and sit down to eat and
there are people who bring the
food to them.”
Kim reserved comment
on the Bungalow’s legal situation, but agreed a clarification of the “Q” condition for
Larchmont restaurants might
be a good idea.

POLICE from page 1

Jinoo Choi, the school’s
dean, said he welcomes the officers’ presence. He also said
he is clear on their role.
“They are there to enforce
the law, the penal code. And
the school administration enforces the state educational
code,” Choi said.
In reference to the South
Carolina incident, in which an
officer is seen on video picking up a female student with a
chokehold while she is still sitting at her desk, then throwing her across the classroom,
Choi said a student’s refusal to
relinquish a cell phone would
not involve officers at L.A.
High unless the student became violent.
“Discipline issues are for
deans and assistant principals.
If it’s an illegal act, possession of controlled substances,
knives or fighting on campus,
then it’s an issue for the officers,” he said.
According to Choi, when
crimes do happen on campus,
officers make arrests or issue
citations in a measured way.
“These guys have been
around for a long time. They
are professionally trained police officers. They don’t put
[their] hands on the kids unless they have to. They don’t
approach them unless there’s a
probable cause,” he said.
Whether the students like
having the officers on campus
or not, Choi is convinced they
are needed.
“A campus is like a small
Page 18

“I guess a clarification
would make it easier for everyone to understand what’s
what,” he said.
A stroll down the boulevard reveals there is another
regulation that might need
better understanding among
business owners: revocable
permits.
In general, revocable permits—known as R-Permits—
allow private use of a public
right of way, such as restaurant owners placing table and
chairs on a sidewalk for their
customers.
According to Armenia
Aguilar of the Los Angeles
Dept. of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering, restaurants are allowed to place a
limited number of tables and
chairs outside without needing
an R-Permit if the seating is
placed within the restaurant’s
property line.
“On Larchmont, several
of the restaurants are set back
five feet from their own property line,” said Aguilar, “so
there is room to put out tables
and chairs without a revocable

city,” said Choi. “It is reflective of what goes on in the
near community…if there are
illicit acts outside the campus,
they can be brought in here…
I’m not equipped or trained to
handle that.”
Candy Quintanilla, assistant principal overseeing discipline at Thomas Starr King
Middle School in Silver Lake,
said she also believes the presence of her school’s police officer is beneficial.
Like Choi, Quintanilla said
that the officer gets involved in
discipline issues only if a student
has violated a law. Otherwise,
she said, he mostly engages students as a trusted adult.
“Our police officer is very
kid friendly, very approachable,” said Quintanilla. “He
takes every opportunity for a
learning moment.”
The officer assigned at King
supervises students at lunch and
talks the students through conflict if he sees an argument he
feels might escalate.
“He’ll approach the kids,”
said Quintanilla, “and say,
‘How can we work this out?
How can we do this differently?’”
Quintanilla noted that
when her school’s police officer left the campus for a few
weeks, the students missed
him.
“The kids were asking for
him and were happy when he
came back,” she said. “Nowadays, the way officers are often
perceived, that’s unusual. It’s
not common.”

permit.”
If a business owner wants
to place table and chairs on
the sidewalk beyond their
property line, however, they
need an R-Permit. Even with
that permit, all tables and
chairs must be at least seven
feet from all obstacles to allow an unobstructed pathway for pedestrians.
“Those obstacles include

tree wells, light poles, signs
and parking meters,” said
Aguilar. Additionally, she said
sandwich boards are not allowed on the sidewalk.
According to Aguilar, this
means the curbside tables and
sandwich boards that have
sprouted up on both sides of
the boulevard are out of compliance.
Another restaurant owner,

625 S. St. Andrews Place • Los Angeles

(213) 382-2315 ext. 255

Our interscholastic program in

ATHLETICS

(soccer, basketball
volleyball)

is just one way that St. James’
prepares students for success!

who withheld his name, welcomes clarification of the restaurant “Q” condition, not
just for the Bungalow but for
the street as a whole. He also
said he’d like to see more restaurant owners comply with
the city’s R-Permit rules.
“I don’t have a problem in
the world with competition,”
the owner said. “I just want an
equal and fair playing field.”

admission@sjsla.org
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Time to choose your
Medicare plan is running out!
Open Enrollment ends December 7th

At CareMore (HMO & HMO SNP), we take the needs of our health plan members
personally. After all, you deserve health coverage that fits the way you live. Our
Medicare Advantage plans offer exclusive access to the CareMore model of
care. We call it the Art of Care. We think it’s exactly what the healthcare system
needs today.
CareMore’s Art of Care is integrated and coordinated. That means we make it
easier for you to get the care you need when you need it.

Our team-based approach works to keep you healthy — and help
you save money. How do other plans compare?
Caremore
Coverage

Plan Benefit

Primary Doctor Office Visits
Preferred for Preferred Generic Drugs
Copay for lab tests, X-rays & preventative care

Copay for services at CareMore Centers

www.CareMore.com
Facebook
YouTube

Cedars-Sinai and many of its
providers are now in our network!

My
Coverage
Today

$

Monthly Plan Premium

Copay for routine eye exams

Find us on the Web at:

0
$
0
$
0
$
0
$
0
$
0

There are many sides to the Art of Care.
Come see the whole picture.

CALL TODAY:
1-844-730-0691 (TTY: 711)
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week.
By calling this number, you will reach
a licensed insurance agent. Se habla
Español.

You and your guests are invited to attend an informative meeting in your area and receive a complimentary gift card†!
Space is limited, so please call to reserve your spot today. We look forward to seeing you!
Saturday, Nov. 28 • 10:00AM
AMC Century 15
CareMore Movie Matinee
10250 Santa Monica Blvd
Los Angeles

Friday, Dec. 4 • 10:00AM
Caremore Difference & Diabetes
Awareness
8501 Wilshire Blvd Ste #130
Beverly Hills

Saturday, Dec. 5 • 12:00PM
Fairfax Senior Center
Ballroom Dancing
7929 Melrose Ave
Los Angeles

A sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at
sales meetings, call 1-877-211-6614, TDD/TTY: 711, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week.
†Free at no obligation while supplies last. Cannot be redeemed online. Must attend meeting in person. Gift card cannot be redeemed
for third party not present.
CareMore Health Plan is an HMO/HMO SNP plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in CareMore Health Plan depends on contract
renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact
the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/
coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. You must use network
pharmacies to access your prescription drug benefit, except under non-routine circumstances. Quantity limitations and restrictions
may apply. Pharmacy benefits are subject to a covered list, which is subject to change. The Formulary, pharmacy network, and/or
provider network may change at any time. You will recieve notice when necessary.
This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our customer service number at 1-800-499-2793. TDD/TTY
users call 711. 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., 7 days a week from October 1 through February 14 (except Thanksgiving and Christmas), and Monday –
Friday (except holidays) from February 15 through September 30.
Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor comuníquese con el departamento de servicios al cliente al 1-800499-2793. TDD/TTY deben llamar al 711. 8 a.m. a 8 p.m., los 7 días de la semana desde el 1 de octubre hasta el 14 de febrero (excepto el
Día de Acción de Gracias y Navidad), y de lunes a viernes (excepto los días feriados) desde el 15 de febrero hasta el 30 de septiembre.
Y0114_16_111511A CHP CMS Accepted (112215)

www.coregroupla.com

EXPERT SERVICE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

SOLD | $2,717,775

IN ESCROW | $1,099,000

535 N. CAHUENGA BL. HANCOCK PARK $2,717,775 379 N. BRONSON AVE. LARCHMONT VILLAGE $1,099,000
4 Beds/ 3 Baths. Remodeled, re-imagined Spanish w/ Incredible
outdoor space. California living at its finest. www.coregroupla.com

2 Bed /2 Bath. Charming, modernized, move-in ready traditional
with garage converted into studio space. www.379Bronson.com

SOLD | $3,450,000

SOLD | 699,000

234 S. RIMPAU BLVD. HANCOCK PARK $3,450,000 5130 RALEIGH ST. LARCHMONT VILLAGE $699,000
5 Beds/ 6 Baths + family room & pool on private Cul-De-Sac.
Grand & spacious. Co-Listed W/ Anna Lee. www.234Rimpau.com

2 Bed /2 Bath. Tastefully renovated 1920’s writer’s bungalow with
unique modern style. An unexpected gem. www.coregroupla.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Peace on Earth. Best wishes for a wonderful
holiday season and a new year filled with
health, happiness and prosperity.
Pete Buonocore & The Core Group LA Team
Keller Williams Larchmont
118 N. Larchmont Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90004

PETE BUONOCORE
323.762.2561
pete@coregroupla.com
www.coregroupla.com

BRE# 01279107

