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First All-Girl 
Public School 
To Open on LA 
High Campus 
By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer

MID-WILSHIRE—The Girls 
Academic Leadership Acad-
emy (GALA) is now accept-
ing applications for incoming 
sixth and ninth grade students 

see GALA page 15see CO-OP page 16 see FUND page 4

see WILSHIRE page 16 see RYU page 5

Liz Hicks will be the principal of the 
Girls Academic Leadership Academy 
opening next fall.

Metro Asks Best 
Way To Close 
Wilshire for 
Construction
By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer

MID-WILSHIRE—Residents 
and business owners are be-
ing asked by the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority 
if they would prefer to have a 
section of Wilshire Boulevard 
closed for seven full weeks or 
for 22 weekends during the 
construction of the La Brea 
station, a stop on the Purple 
Line subway.

The project will require 
closures between S. Detroit 
Street and Highland Avenue. 

To build the La Brea sta-
tion, Metro needs to first put a 
concrete deck, curb to curb on 

Ryu’s Slush Fund Scrutiny
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

During his campaign, Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
David Ryu promised he would 
create an advisory board to 
supervise how his district’s 
discretionary funding was pri-
oritized and spent. 

In October, the nine-
member “Discretionary Task 
Force” began its work, voting 
two organizations—who had 
already spent money prom-
ised by outgoing councilmem-
ber Tom LaBonge and later 
rescinded by Ryu—should 
receive the funds. The group 
also discussed Ryu’s request 
to use between $80,000 and 
$150,000 in discretionary 
funds to increase staff.  

The issue of discretionary 
spending, known colloqui-
ally as “slush funds,” became a 
hot topic in the election to re-
place Tom LaBonge, who was 
councilmember for District 4 

(CD4) for about 15 years.
LaBonge was criticized by 

some for spending his discre-
tionary funds on events and 
donations to charity when 
some said the basic needs of 
the district—like re-paving 
broken streets and repairing 
potholes—were not being 
met. 

Criticism mounted after 
the Ledger revealed last spring 
he had used over $1.6 million 
in discretionary funds from 
2006 to 2015 to increase his 
payroll. 

In the last years of his term, 
LaBonge had 25 active staff 
members, more than any other 
council district in Los Angeles 
except for that of Council Presi-
dent Herb Wesson.

It is not clear how many 
staffers Ryu has hired and 
a call to his office for clarifi-

Ryu’s 100 Day 
Report Card
By Allison B. Cohen

Many say Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu has been performing at 
expectation since taking of-
fice July 1st, but that the hon-
eymoon is over and now they 
expect more. 

Ryu campaigned to suc-
ceed iconic city councilmem-
ber Tom LaBonge against 
his hand-picked heir Carolyn 
Ramsay, promising city gov-
ernment transparency and a 
platform of “neighborhoods 
first” for his disparate council 
district which sprawls from 
Sherman Oaks to Silver Lake.

Some say the highlight of 
Ryu’s first 100 days in office 
was when he put the brakes on 
the city entering into an agree-

Larchmont Babysitting Co-Op 
Thriving After Nearly 50 Years
By Allison B. Cohen

LARCHMONT VILLAGE—
Twenty years ago, I was a new 
mother overwhelmed with a 
fussy baby when a woman ap-
proached me in the food court 
at the Beverly Center and said: 
“You look like you could use 
some help.”

That woman 
introduced me 
to the Larch-
mont Babysit-
ting Co-Op, a 
group of about 
25 families in the 
Larchmont Vil-
lage, Hancock 
Park and Wind-
sor Square neigh-
borhoods that, 
it turns out, did 
much more than 
give me help 
with watching 
my nine-month-

old, but helped create a foun-
dation of friends and support 
for my young family as well. 

It is believed the Co-Op 
started in the 1970s. Gen-
erations later, it is still going 
strong. 

The publisher’s son, Griffin (left), back in the day with 
Larchmont Babysitting Co-Op kids, Christian Wilks, Max 
Capogrosso and his brother Sam. All four boys have either 
graduated or are in college now. The photo is from a story 
published in the Larchmont Chronicle in the late 1990s. 

Winter Williams, 8, a student at Christ the King, rides a camel at the Larchmont Family Fair, Oct. 25th. Williams said she 
had never ridden a camel before and that it was “pretty cool.” Thousands attended the annual afternoon event that 
showcases the best of what Larchmont Village has to offer. Photo: Allison B. Cohen.
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Our Annual Meeting and 
Your HPOZ

Thanks to the folks at 3rd Street School, Councilman Ryu and 
his office, the LAPD, and the Tree People for helping make 
our annual meeting such a success.  And, especially, thanks 
to Hancock Park residents for attending and participating in 
making our community a great place.  Remember to volunteer 
for a committee!

As anyone who drives the city know, many neighborhoods 
are facing wholesale house teardowns replaced by huge, 
generic construction.  That’s why our Hancock Park HPOZ is 
so important. Because of our HPOZ Hancock Park continues 
to maintain the unique architectural and historic structures that 
make us one of the most beautiful places to live in America.  
If you’re thinking of making changes to the exterior of your 
house, even ‘small’ changes, find out if your changes are in 
keeping with our HPOZ.  The Hancock Park Preservation Plan 
(www.preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park) is the legal 
document that regulates our HPOZ.  Read it and then contact 
our City Planner, Renata Dragland (renata.dragland@lacity.
org), and get her input.  There is an online form which can start 
the process:  http://preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.
checklist. Renata will then help you schedule a consultation 
with the HPOZ Board, made up of an architect and four of 
your neighbors. Even if all you have is a vague idea contact 
Renata and get input. Remember, if your project is not correctly 
permitted and approved you can be forced to undo the changes 
at your own expense. The HPOZ Board meets at 6PM on 
the first and third Wednesdays of every month at the John C. 
Fremont Branch of the LA Public Library – 6121 Melrose Avenue 
(at June Street). These meetings are public meetings.  

And, as the Tree People reminded us at the Annual Meeting, 
don’t let your trees die.  Water them deeply and about twice 
a month.  Our trees are vitally important to our and the 
environment’s health. Remember, to keep you and your 
family safe by locking your house and car; not leaving items 
in plain sight, setting your house alarm (if you have one), and 
paying attention to any unusual activity.  If you think a crime 
is happening call 911, DO NOT confront someone yourself.  If 
you’re considering any changes to the street visible portion 
of your house, contact our City Planner, Renata Dragland 
(renata.dragland@lacity.org ) and fill out the online form - http://
preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.checklist  to start 
the process.  The Preservation Plan for Hancock Park can be 
found at:  http://www.hancockparkhomeownersassociation.
org/ or http://preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park ). 
Report graffiti sightings by calling 311 or at the City’s Anti-
Graffiti Request System: http://bit.ly/1cOXua8 and by calling 
Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180
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CREATING INSPIRED SPACES THAT MEET
ALL OF YOUR INTERIOR DESIGN NEEDS.

Italian Flair • Unique Materials • Ancient Methods
Complimentary Phone Consultation 

FRAGMENTS MOSAIC STUDIO
www.fragmentsmosaic.com • 310-916-6673

C U S TO M
M O S A I C
D E S I G N
P I E C E S O F S O U L. A RT F R O M T H E H E A RT.

Felicia Funderburk     Studied at The Orsoni Scuola Mosaici in Venice, Italy 
      and The Scoula Arte del Mosaico in Ravenna, Italy 

[LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER]

It appears 
the issue 
of tourists 
inundating 
the Hol-

lywood Hills and Beachwood 
areas of the district to take 
a selfie with the Hollywood 
Sign has taken front stage dur-
ing newly elected Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu’s first days in office. 

According to Ryu’s com-
munications deputy, Ryu and 
his staff have been in over 40 
meetings on the subject since 
taking office in July.

I don’t know about you, 
but I think that’s a lot of meet-
ings on a subject that some say 
should be fairly simple to solve. 

While Ryu has had his eye 
on that issue, he’s neglected 
two others that are currently 
in active litigation. 

Friends of Griffith Park, a 

small non-profit, has sued the 
city over its approval to con-
struct a performance stage at 
Griffith Park’s Old Zoo and 
over its approval of two youth 
baseball fields at the park’s 
Crystal Springs location.

What strikes me as very 
odd is on two of Ryu’s advi-
sory panels—his transition 
team and his newly formed 
Discretionary Task Force—
there are three members of 
Friends of Griffith Park rep-
resented. Meanwhile, there is 
no one from Hollywood Unit-
ed Neighborhood Council, 
which represents thousands, 
on either of Ryu’s boards. And 
that group isn’t very happy 
about that either.

What this means cur-
rently is, a very small advocacy 
group suing the city, has un-
fettered access to Ryu and his 
staff and I think that presents 

a conflict of interest.
The bicycle coalition 

may be pleased to hear an-
other person involved with 
litigation against the city, Jim 
O’Sullivan of the advocacy 
group “Fix the City,” resigned 
his position with Ryu’s transi-
tion team. But not because of 
a lawsuit that group has filed 
against the city’s recently ad-
opted Mobility Plan, as Ryu’s 
Chief of Staff Sarah Dus-
seault told me, but because 
O’Sullivan felt Ryu’s bloated 
transition team with over 40 
members was unwieldy.

I am also troubled that 
Ryu never reached out to 
those who support the stage 
at the Old Zoo, which would 
be used for free concerts and 

see LETTER page 3
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[STREET LEVEL]

Halloween: Your Best Get-Up
By Michael Darling, Ledger Columnist

As Halloween is finally 
here, the Larchmont Ledger 
asked people on the street 
“What’s your favorite Hallow-
een costume you’ve ever done, 
past or present?”

“In college I 
got a last min-
ute invite to a 
party, so I was 
Super Saran 
Wrap Woman. 

I wore a white skirt and a 
silver Madonna style bra and 
wrapped the rest of my body 
in saran wrap. Oh, and I had 
reflective rainbow sunglasses.” 
– Jen M., outside Radi-
ance of Life on Larchmont 
Boulevard

“I’m a tradi-
tionalist. I was 
Batman from 
age 3 to 6.” 
– Aaron 
J., outside 

Flywheel on Larchmont 
Boulevard

“Gas station 
attendant. I 
asked a guy at 
my local gas 
station for a 
shirt. It was 

still greasy and covered in dirt 
and I carried a squeegee 
around all night.” 
– Camila G., outside Kicks 
L. A. on Larchmont Boule-
vard

“Probably a 
Girl Scout 
when I was 
younger and 
my daughter’s 
excited about 

being Rapunzel this year.” 
– Michelle M., outside 
Diptyque on Larchmont 
Boulevard

“I did The 
Royal Tennen-
baums with my 
friends. I was 
one of [Ben 
Stiller’s] kids in 

the track suits.” – Julian O., 
outside Crumbs Bakery on 
Larchmont Boulevard
 

“One year, I 
was Mocha-
hontas. I made 
the costume 
myself, brown 
suede and belt, 

just like the movie, but my 
skin is a bit darker than hers. 
[Laughs].” – Ashley J., 
outside Pickett Fences on 
Larchmont Boulevard

“I’m really 
excited about 
this year’s 
because I’m 
going to be Joy 
from “Inside 

Out.” My co-workers are 
going to be the other emo-
tions.” – Dina C., outside 
Hans Custom Optics on 
Larchmont Boulevard

Community Meetings in November

Olympic Park Neighborhood 
Council
Governing Board
November 2nd at 7 p.m.
1102 Crenshaw Boulevard

Mid City West Community 
Council
Board of Directors
November 10th at 6:30 p.m. 
543 North Fairfax Avenue

Planning and Land Use 
Committee
November 17th at 6:30 p.m.
543 North Fairfax Avenue

Communications and 
Outreach Committee
November 19th at 6:30 p.m.
543 North Fairfax Avenue

Greater Wilshire 
Neighborhood Council
Governing Board
November 11th at 7 p.m.
743 South Lucerne

Land Use Committee
November 23rd at 6:30 p.m.
4350 Wilshire Boulevard

Outreach Committee
November 28th at 9 a.m.
403 North Larchmont Blvd.

Larchmont Boulevard 
Association
Small Business Saturday and 
Holiday Open House
November 28th 
All day at all Larchmont 
Boulevard shops

performances by Symphony in 
the Glen and the Independent 
Shakespeare Co., nor to those 
who support the baseball 
fields, including area families 
and neighborhood councils. 

We now know that when 
Tom LaBonge exited City 
Hall for the last time, he 
took every scrap of paper 

with him (or shredded them), 
leaving Ryu and his staff in 
a tremendous void. But I am 
troubled at what it seems to 
take to get a meeting with 
Ryu so far. You either have 
to be a squeaky wheel and 
bother the council office un-
til they agree or maybe more 
simply, it appears you just 
have to file a lawsuit.

LETTER from page 2
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I CAN’T
BELIEVE 
I MISSED 
OUT!

Don’t worry, there’s 
still time left...

50% off OUR AD RATES 
ends New Year’s Eve

Contract now just in time for the 

holiday season & get 50% off FOREVER!
DECEMBER ISSUE DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 12TH 

PAPER DELIVERS: NOVEMBER 25TH

CONTACT: AD SALES MANAGER,

LIBBY BUTLER-GLUCK 
libby@larchmontledgerla.com 

(323) 644-5536

But once it’s gone, it’s gone…

Gifts for all occasions

See our blog at
www.landislabyrinth.com

for nov. event details!

Landis General Store
142 N. Larchmont Blvd

Birthday

Holiday

Anniversary

Wednesday

[GIVE A HAND]

Volunteering Spotlight: Food on Foot 
If you’re feeling especially 

thankful for all of the food, 
friends and fun this holiday 
season, set aside a few hours 
to pay it forward and help get 
nutritious meals to those who 
need them most.

Food on Foot, a volunteer-
based non-profit located in 
Hollywood, has been provid-
ing chicken dinners, healthy 
snacks, bottled water and gen-
tly used clothing to poor and 
homeless individuals and fam-
ilies every Sunday since 1996. 

In addition to their meal 
program, Food on Foot of-
fers a “Work for Food” pro-
gram, which enlists about 25 

individuals to pick up trash in 
exchange for items like food, 
gift cards, phone cards or bus 
tokens. 

The program is designed 
to help individuals who are 
without reliable shelter, strug-
gling with addiction, or are 
otherwise unready for tra-
ditional employment, gain 
the skills and confidence 
they need to transition out of 
homelessness.

If you’re short on time, 
but would still like to help, 
Food on Foot is seeking cloth-
ing donations—especially job 
interview-appropriate cloth-
ing, such as suits, dress shirts, 

ties and dresses—warm jack-
ets, backpacks and sleeping 
bags. And of course, monetary 
donations are always welcome. 

Donations are tax-deduct-
ible and can be dropped off on 
Sundays between 10:30 a.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. at the Holly-
wood serving site, or checks 
made payable to Food on Foot 
can be mailed to 9663 Santa 
Monica Blvd. #743, Beverly 
Hills, CA 90210. You can also 
donate online or sign up to 
volunteer at foodonfoot.org. 

Meals are served on Sun-
days at 3 p.m. at 1625 Schrader 
Blvd., Hollywood 

[CRIME BLOTTER]

Overall Crime Down, Rapes Continue

There were 325 reported 
crimes in the Ledger’s cover-
age area from September 16th 
to October 15th, an 11% de-
crease for the area from last 
month. 

Of those, there were three 
rapes—September 30th near 
Beverly Boulevard and Ken-
more Avenue, October 3rd in 
the 500 block of South Ogden 
Drive and October 13th in the 
600 block of North Kingsley 
Drive—two more than last 

month.
Additionally, there were 

81 cases of burglary or theft 
from a vehicle 60 stolen ve-
hicles, 45 home burglaries, 36 
cases of theft, 31 robberies, 27 
assaults, 26 cases of shoplift-
ing, ten stolen bicycles, five 
cases of spousal abuse and one 
stolen boat. 

  Crime decreased slightly 
for this reporting period, af-
ter increasing for the last two 
reporting periods, with our 

coverage area seeing thefts 
decrease by more than 50% 
and a 10% reduction in cases 
of burglary or theft from a ve-
hicle. However, the area saw a 
small increase in shoplifting, 
robbery and stolen bicycles 
when compared to last month.

The data were compiled 
using the Los Angeles Police 
Department’s crime mapping 
program, COMPSTAT. To 
see a full list of crimes, visit 
larchmontledgerla.com

cation was not returned on 
deadline. 

“It’s not for padding ex-
isting staff members salaries,” 
said Estevan Montemayor. 
“There has been a clear under-
standing we need additional 
staffing for field deputies to 
respond to requests from con-
stituents and to provide a high 
level of service.”

According to the council 
office, many on Ryu’s staff are 
at levels below what LaBonge 
had been paying.

Ryu declined a pay in-
crease for himself and also 
brought long-time district 
staffer Renee Weitzer—who 
previously worked for both 
councilmembers John Ferraro 
and LaBonge—back in at a 
50% pay cut. 

One of the staunchest 
critics of LaBonge’s discretion-
ary spending habits was Han-
cock Park Homeowners As-
soc. President Cindy Chvatl. 
But, she said, she is okay with 
Ryu using discretionary funds 
to get him up to speed—and 

to keep him there—in the 
sprawling district. 

“[Ryu’s team] started 
with nothing,” said Chvatl. 
“[LaBonge] left them with 
scorched earth. I think fund-
ing for salaries for Ryu is justi-
fied. Tom’s decisions for staff-
ing were frivolous . . . and [he 
did not have] seasoned people 
in the office.”

Chvatl’s “scorched earth” 
comment refers to the now 
widely known fact that La-
Bonge left no files—no docu-
ment—behind for Ryu. The 

two have only spoken briefly 
a few times since Ryu won his 
seat and have met in person 
only once.

The task force is made up 

of representatives from various 
community organizations: five 
are from homeowners’ associa-
tions, three are from neighbor-

FUND from page 1

see FUND page 7
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Former Marlborough Teacher 
Pleads Guilty to Sexual Abuse of 
Students
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS ANGELES—Former 
Marlborough School teacher 
Joseph Thomas Koetters ap-
peared in Los Angeles Superi-
or Court October 21st, where 
he plead guilty to charges of 
sexually abusing two former 
students.  

Koetters, a former Eng-
lish teacher, plead guilty to 
four counts of lewd sexual acts 
with a minor involving two 
different students in the early 
2000s. He was sentenced to 
one year in jail and five years’ 
probation.  

Among the conditions of 
his plea, Koetters must regis-
ter as a sex offender for the rest 
of his life, is prohibited from 
teaching in a public or private 
school and is not allowed to be 
alone with any female under 
18, except for his daughter.

As reported in the Los An-
geles Times, a deal was made 
between prosecutors, Koetters’ 
attorney Leonard Levine and 
the victims’ civil attorney David 
Ring that Koetters would plead 
guilty to the four counts in ex-
change for a one year sentence. 
Koetters was facing a total of 
14 charges that could have sent 
him to jail for 11 years.

At the sentencing, state-
ments from the two victims 
describing their emotional 
pain were read aloud, one read 
by the victim herself.

“For me,” she said, “this 
isn’t an ending at all. I would 
be remiss if I tried to frame 
the situation as anything other 
than what it is for me. It is raw. 
It is hideous.  It is agonizing. 
And I will live with it for the 
rest of my life.”

Koetters remained stoic as 
he listened to the statements.

Ring, who is currently 
representing one of the victims 
in a civil lawsuit against Marl-
borough School, located in 
Hancock Park, and Koetters, 
said a second lawsuit from the 
other victim will be forthcom-
ing within days.

“The purpose of the lawsuit 
is to get answers,” Ring said. 
“To find out how much did 
Marlborough know and what 
could they have they done to 
prevent [these abuses].”

Ring said that no other 
victims have stepped forward 
to press charges, but that 
Koetters’ admission of guilt 
might embolden more.

Dr. Priscilla Sands, the 
Head of School at Marlbor-
ough responded in a state-
ment. 

“We are grateful to the 
courageous alumnae who 
came forward, as well as law 
enforcement and the district 
attorney’s office for bringing 
Dr. Koetters to justice. There 
is no greater priority at Marl-
borough School than the safe-
ty and well being of our stu-
dents. We hope this resolution 
will help the women involved 
continue to heal.”

Joseph Thomas Koetters

ment to bid for the Summer 
2024 Olympic games without 
more city council oversight. 
Others, however, bemoaned 
his naivete, when he sought 
campaign finance reform that 
would bar developers and 
those with business before the 
city from making donations to 
city candidates.

Others worry about a lack 

of communication. Ryu has not 
been able to launch a website, 
nor send constituents a newslet-
ter—via e-mail or otherwise.

Others say he has not been 
inclusive in his appointment of 
representatives to early adviso-
ry groups. 

Emotionally, Ryu’s ex-
pected nervousness during 
council meetings has subsided 
while his days of assuming 

leadership were fraught with 
stumbling blocks. 

Fellow councilmember 
Mitch O’Farrell called seniority 
dibs on LaBonge’s large vacated 
offices, leaving Ryu without an 
operating base for weeks. 

And after staking smaller 
and less assuming ground on 
Spring Street, Ryu discovered 
that when LaBonge vacated, 

RYU from page 1

see RYU page 7
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Larchmont Bungalow Criminal 
Case Delayed
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

Just what is a “restau-
rant?”  This is the question 
that has once again delayed 
the criminal case against Al-
bert Mizrahi, the owner of the 
Larchmont Bungalow café.

Last August, Mizrahi’s 
lawyers asked the Los An-
geles Dept. of Planning for 
a clarification of the “Q” 
condition on Larchmont 
Boulevard regarding food es-
tablishments. This condition, 
defined by city ordinance, 
limits the number and type 
of food-related businesses al-
lowed on the street.

On October 14th, the 
criminal case against Miz-
rahi—who is charged with 
operating without a certificate 
of occupancy and failing to 
comply with city orders—was 
continued for another two 
months because the city had 
not yet come back with the 
clarification.

Debbie Lawrence, of the 
Los Angeles Dept. of Plan-
ning, said the key term that is 
being clarified is “restaurant.”

“Nobody on the boule-
vard, as far as we know, has 
ever asked for a definition of 
the Q condition,” said former 
city attorney, Rocky Delgadil-
lo, who is handling the request 
for clarification on behalf of 
Mizrahi. “And the Q condi-
tion is something of a point of 

argument for everybody.”
Delgadillo said that Miz-

rahi’s criminal lawyer, Rich-
ard Hirsch, asked for the 
continuance because if the 
clarification reveals that the 
Larchmont Bungalow is a take 
out restaurant, it is operating 
legally.

“Nobody has ever defined 
what a take out restaurant is 
or what a sit down restaurant 
is,” said Delgadillo. “We be-
lieve that a meaningful way 
to distinguish the two is based 
on the number of sales, not 
the revenue attached to the 
sale.”   Delgadillo pointed 
out that the majority of the 
people who buy coffee from 
the Larchmont Bungalow do 
not sit there and drink it: they 
take it away.   

“But if you measured it 
based on the amount of reve-
nue,” he said, “there are people 
who buy coffee but will then 
buy something to eat and that 
adds to the value.”

Lawrence emphasized 
that the city is not review-
ing the ordinance for possible 
changes.

“Changing an ordinance 
is a legislative act,” she said. 
“We’re not doing that. We’re 
just clarifying the language.” 

The clarified language is 
expected to be released within 
the next few weeks.

City Council Considers Anti-“Mansionization” Motion
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

LOS ANGELES—A motion for 
an Interim Control Ordinance 
to prevent the “mansioniza-
tion” of Brookside, Sycamore 
Square and parts of Sherman 
Oaks is scheduled to be con-
sidered today, October 28th, 
by the Los Angeles City Coun-
cil and by many accounts, is 
expected to be adopted.

The Interim Control Or-
dinance (ICO) proposed by 

Councilmember David Ryu, 
prohibits the issuance of build-
ing permits for the construc-
tion of single-family homes 
if the proposed construction 
does not meet certain neigh-
borhood-specific criteria.  

The goal is to prevent 
“mansionization”—the razing 
or major remodeling of a smaller 
house to create a larger structure 
that is out of scale with the sur-

rounding neighborhood.  
A similar ICO passed last 

April, providing protection to 
15 neighborhoods scattered 
throughout Los Angeles.

Former Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge made a related 
motion for an ICO for Brook-
side last June, but it’s unclear 
what became of it.

Check our website for up-
dates at larchmontledgerla.com.
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law enforcement officers
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1015 North Gower St.  Hollywood, CA  90038

(323) 469-2981  Fax (323) 469-5044
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hood councils and one is from 
the non-profit advocacy group 
Friends of Griffith Park. To-
luca Lake, the Cahuenga Pass, 
the Hollywood Hills, Los Feliz, 
Greater Wilshire and Hancock 
Park are represented, and Sher-
man Oaks is represented twice. 

Ryu said he is not con-
cerned that every pocket of the 
district does not have a voice 
at this table, yet. Terms for the 
task force will only be for one 
year, so representatives from 
other areas will have their turn 
to chime in on the spending.

So far, the task force’s work 
is cut out for them. LaBonge 
promised over $600,000 in 
discretionary funds to various 
charities, organizations and 
projects during his last days 
in office, a motion that would 
have left Ryu’s discretionary 
cupboard bare. Ryu had the 
funds rescinded on his first 
day in office so he could take 
a closer look. 

Since then, Ryu’s Chief 
of Staff, Sarah Dusseault, has 
described reviewing the details 
of LaBonge’s final funding re-
quests as being akin to “un-
tangling a necklace.”

Thus far, she said, she 

has found a couple requests 
that were improper. In a few 
cases, she said, LaBonge had 
promised community groups 
100% of the funding for of 
city permit fees, to get projects 
started. Currently, the city has 
an ordinance that allows for 
only 50% of a permit fee to be 
funded by a council office. 

“He had been told these 
were done incorrectly and he 
went ahead and did them any-
way,” Dusseault said. 

Among those that Dus-
seault has been able to un-
tangle, were two donations 
the task force voted on at their 
first meeting. 

The task force voted 
unanimously October 8th, at 
Ryu’s suggestion, to reinstate a 
donation of $25,000 to the In-
dependent Shakespeare Com-
pany, which runs in the sum-
mer and had already spent or 
allocated the funds when Ryu 
rescinded them July 1st. 

The task force also ap-
proved a $50,000 donation 
to the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art (LACMA) 
promised by LaBonge, as they 
were told that money too had 
already been spent. But Ryu 
later reversed that decision 

when some in the community 
pointed out that LACMA re-
ceives millions from the coun-
ty annually, and that they had 
not spent the promised funds, 
as was previously believed. 

How and if the other La-
Bonge grants will be funded 
remains to be determined, as 
the task force winds their way 
through his old requests and 
new ones come forth. 

According to Ryu spokes-
person Estevan Montemayor, 
Ryu’s office was able to secure 
funding for many of LaBonge’s 
parting donations by simply 
asking for the money from 
other city departments—such 
as Recreation and Parks or the 
Bureau of Engineering—in-
cluding $20,000 for a fence at 
Griffith Park’s bird sanctuary 
and $25,000 for sidewalk re-
pairs in Larchmont.

It is unclear why LaBonge 

would earmark discretion-
ary funds for projects eligible 
for funding from other city 
budgets. A request for com-
ment from LaBonge was not 
returned. 

Each of the city’s 15 coun-
cilmembers has an estimated 
$1.2 million a year to spend 
in discretionary funds from a 
handful of sources, with un-
used funds rolling over to the 
next year.

Unlike mandatory funds, 
which are designated by the city 
for specific purposes, discre-
tionary funds are more flexible 
and can be spent locally within 
council districts, or shared with 
other districts, at the council-
member’s discretion. 

Ryu’s task force is believed 
to be the only one of its kind 
for any city councilmember. 

While some councilmem-
bers are advised on decisions 

regarding slush fund spend-
ing, Ryu’s panel is the only 
body that is public and oper-
ates under the Brown Act, 
which requires public notifica-
tion of meetings and publica-
tion of the minutes from those 
meetings, as well as details on 
decisions the panel makes. 

“[T]he best way to prevent 
even the appearance of abuse 
is to apply a healthy dose of 
community input and public 
accountability,” Ryu wrote in 
his motion. 

Although the task force 
can vote to approve or deny 
expenditures, they are only 
an advisory body, and as the 
elected official, Ryu will have 
final say over all discretionary 
funds expenditures, according 
to Montemayor.  

Allison B. Cohen contributed to 
this story. 

FUND from page 4

he left not one scrap of paper or 
file behind. The two have only 
had a few brief conversations, 
insiders say, about nothing of 
importance to the district. 

“It’s interesting where he 
is seated during City Council 
meetings,” said Miracle Mile 
Homeowners Assoc. President 
Jim O’Sullivan. “[City Council 
President Herb] Wesson can 
reach down at any time and 
swat him with a fly swatter.”

While Ryu may still need 
to gain the alliances of his city 
council peers, he gets high 

praise from others.
“I think David is doing a 

really good job,” said Cindy Ch-
vatal, president of the Hancock 
Park Homeowners Assoc. “He 
has followed through with ev-
erything he told us he would.”

According to Chvatal, 
Ryu is tending to quality of 
life issues in her neighborhood 
while keeping an eye on the 
bigger picture. 

“It’s refreshing to hear 
him discuss issues and policy,” 
she said. “We never had that 
with Tom.”

RYU from page 5

see RYU page 12
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[OUR BREAD & BUTTER]

Rebekah Van Natta: She Works You and Nurtures You
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

HANCOCK PARK—Like any 
good personal trainer, Rebekah 
Van Natta maximizes her cli-
ents’ time by providing work-
outs designed to meet their 
goals quickly and efficiently.

“I have some clients who 
just want to feel a good burn 
and sweat. It’s nice I can be 
that for them and push them 
harder than they would do on 
their own,” said Van Natta, 
whose chiseled upper arms and 

abs are motivational forces on 
their own. Consistent effective 
workouts go a long way toward 
feeling good. More often, than 
not, said Van Natta, achieving 
goals means going deeper than 
your core and muscle tone. 

Van Natta’s individual-
ized instruction focuses on a 

person’s entire well being. As 
her clients become more physi-
cally fit, she observes that they 
also grow stronger and more 
confident. Van Natta uses this 
momentum to guide her cli-
ents toward a healthy lifestyle. 

Van Natta’s energy is in-
fectious, as anyone can see in 
her 10-minute youtube.com 
video workouts. Her motiva-
tional blog that features nutri-
tional recipes and fitness tips.

She also incorporates re-
flexology sessions into her 
workouts. 

“When my clients are low 
on energy, we’ll do a reflexology 
session,” said Van Natta. “It re-
sets the body and helps in heal-
ing inflammation. It also can 
help your system rest and get 

better faster if you are sick.” 
Different from massage, 

reflexology works with the 
nervous system to help a body 
perform at its optimum level. 
Van Natta uses reflexology to 
take clients from discomfort 
and exhaustion to feeling en-
ergized and centered.

“She is amazing in training 

and she’s incredibly nurturing 
in reflexology,” said Larchmont 
realtor, Jen Stein. “She knows 
what my injuries are so she can 
cater to them while training and 
she fixes my lower back issues 
with reflexology.” 

Van Natta’s Hancock 
Park studio has a variety of 
equipment: from weight and 

martial arts bags to yoga bar, 
but she also works with clients 
at their location.

“When I have a one-on-
one client I customize and 
work them out specifically to 
what they need and like,” said 
Van Natta. “I feel like reflexol-
ogy and the training link to-
gether to balance everything.” 

“When my clients are low on energy we’ll do 
a reflexology session. It resets the 

body and helps in healing inflammation.
 It also can help your system rest and get 

better faster if you are sick.”
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[REAL ESTATE]

West Adams Popular Among Investors
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

There were 31 single-fam-
ily homes sold in The Ledger’s 
coverage area this September, 
a 26% decrease from the 42 
homes sold in August, accord-
ing to Core Logic, a real estate 
data analysis firm based in La 
Jolla, CA. 

For the fourth consecutive 
month, the 90019 zip code 
had the most activity with 15 
homes sold in September at a 
median price of $650,000 but 

at a 4.4% decrease from the 
same time last year. 

“There’s been a lot of de-
velopment in 90019, particu-
larly down Pico Boulevard,” 
said Traci Bates of Bates Hen-
nington Real Estate.

According to Bates, 90019’s 

West Adams has also seen a re-
cent increase in investors, who 
buy run-down homes in the 
neighborhood to rehabilitate 
and put back on the market.

The 90004 zip code had 
nine home sales at a median 
price of $1.32 million, up over 
20% from September of last 
year and six homes sold in the 
La Brea-Wilshire area, with 
the median price up 31.8% to 
$1.65 million. 

Only one home sold in 
Hancock Park’s 90020 zip-
code for $1 million—nearly 
50% less than the median 
price for homes sold in that zip 

code the same time last year.
Meanwhile, condo prices, 

which were down in August, 
were up in September, in-
creasing about 13% in Han-
cock Park’s 90004 and 90020 
zip codes to $650,000 and 
$375,000 respectively. La 
Brea-Wilshire saw a smaller 

increase of 5.2% for median 
condo sales to $568,000. 

There were a total of 14 
condos sold in our coverage 
area this September: seven in 
Hancock Park’s 90020 zip 
code, five in La Brea-Wilshire 
and two in Hancock Park’s 
90004 zip code. 

“There’s been a lot of development in 90019, particularly down 
Pico Boulevard,” said Traci Bates of Bates Hennington Real 

Estate.  According to Bates, 90019’s West Adams has also seen 
a recent increase in investors, who buy run-down homes in the 

neighborhood to rehabilitate and put back on the market.

850 S. Norton in Wilshire Park recently sold for $1.2 million. Traci Bates and Lorna 
Hennington of Keller Williams Realty represented to seller, and Tiffany Chin, 
also from Keller Williams, represented the buyer.
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Betsy Malloy

Betsy Malloy
(323) 806-0203
betsy@betsymalloy.com

CalBRE #:  01293183
251 N. Larchmont Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90004

Mastering the Art of the Deal
One of Los Angeles most Dedicated

Real Estate Brokers

Kat Nitsou 
310.999.9080

kat.nitsou@sothebyshomes.com
katnitsouhomes.com

HERE ARE THE CURRENT TOP 5 REASONS

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission.  Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. * Data per MLS for the dates ranging from 8.1.15-8.31.15 for Single Family Homes
for the areas of Hancock Park-Mid Whilshire. Kat Nitsou’s CALbre# 01945098

1. Inventory is low. 
 By combining low inventory and increasing demand from buyers, you may get   
 more for your home than you think.
 
2. Mortgage rates are still very low. 
 This is another motivation for buyers and sellers to lock into a great loan program   
 now. Also the money you take away from your sale now will go farther in financing   
 another home.
 
3. Higher interest rates are expected soon. 
 Since mortgage rates are currently low, more buyers are expected to enter the   
 market.
 
4. Rising rents in Los Angeles are motivating tenants to make the leap into  
 home ownership. 
 There is a tipping point for renters when their rents continually rise. It just starts to   
 make more sense to buy a home.
 
5. If you’re thinking of waiting because you might get more money in the   
 future, it might not be the case. 
 You should compare your “holding costs” to a potential future sale. Holding costs   
 are what you pay currently to run your home, taxes, maintenance, etc. What your paying  
 to run the home may be costing you more then what you might think you’ll gain if you   
 wait to sell your home in the future.

“Hancock Park is such a beautiful and vibrant neighborhood with great schools and amenities. It is a 
very sought after neighborhood for buyers. According to the MLS, the average sale price in Hancock 
Park-Mid Wilshire Single Family homes was $2,112,060 in Aug 2015*”

“Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly if you wish to discuss further.”

WHY IT MIGHT BE A GOOD TIME TO SELL YOUR HOME NOW:

[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

Saving the Planet?
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

For years, I 
have questioned 

green slogans like “Save our 
Planet” or “Save the Earth.” 

I fully agree with environ-
mentalists and organizations 
that there is nothing more crit-
ical for us right now than pro-
tecting our seas, forests, polar 
caps and animals, but this is 
not because we humans hold 
the power to save the planet. 

If we cut down all our 
trees, eat all the fish and cause 
all the ice to melt, the planet is 
not going to die. It will adapt 
and move on without us, as 
it has done with other species 
that have not survived. 

Maybe the message 
should be “Save Our Habitat” 
or “Save Our Species.” 

The truth is nature doesn’t 
need us; we need nature. I re-
cently saw this theme beauti-
fully expressed in a series of 

short nature films called “Na-
ture is Speaking” on a website 
of the same name.

Each film presents our 
environmental crisis from the 
point of view of a different as-
pect of nature: water, moun-
tains, flowers and so on. 

The message is simple: hu-
mans are taking selfishly from 
nature and we cannot con-
tinue to do so without facing 
consequences. 

Although this thought 
may weigh as heavily as a 
Thanksgiving dinner, it is 
worth contemplating as we 
enter into the Holiday Season. 

According to the Nature 
Conservancy, we produce 
25% of our household waste 
between Thanksgiving and 
New Year’s Day—something 
to mull over when we consider 
what we are most thankful for 
and the real meaning of a gift. 

[HOUSE & HOLMES]

The Case of the Giant Hole in the Wall
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

The house where I grew up 
was built in 1934, but I never 
knew that because my mother 
was determined to make ev-
erything look “contemporary” 
which, in the 1970s, meant 
“out with the old and in with 
the earth tones.”

No more hardwood 
floors, but NEW wall-to-wall 
olive green shag carpeting. No 
more painted plaster walls, but 
NEW wallpaper. And even 
worse, fake wood paneling. 

Well, frankly, I like the 
original design of our 1926 du-
plex where I live now, and I am 
really happy that no one did 
a mid-century renovation to 
make things look “fashionable.” 

I love the quirky look 
of the old fixtures, the end-
less quest to understand why 

someone designed something 
the way they did 90 years ago, 
and the search for an “an-
cient”—as our kids call it—
replacement for a long gone 
piece of hardware. 

But, as you know from 
reading “House & Holmes,” 
each one of these “quirks” 
turns into a mystery. 

Often, I run into some-
thing that just baffles me. We 
have two large recesses in our 
walls—each one looks like a 
window well with a cathedral 
arch for a small stained glass 
window, but there is no win-
dow. 

Instead, there’s an eight-
inch deep, plastered opening 
in the wall, with a twelve-inch 
wide, flat bottom lip and an 
arch that rises about two feet. 

One of these holes is in 
our upstairs hallway, between 
the bedrooms, and one is 
downstairs in what was once 

a Butler’s Pantry—somebody 
must have given the butler this 
century off, because I haven’t 
seen him since we’ve been in 
the house.

What are these little “al-
coves?” A special place to put 

family pictures?  A ledge for 
fine-looking flower vases? 
Some sort of small shrine for 
religious icons? I ran out of 
ideas, so I called my friend 
Dave. 

Dave is not only the cool-
est and most dapper contractor 

I know—he makes Jon Hamm 
look like the ugly cousin in the 
family—he’s a designer. Well, 
that’s my word. He says he’s a 
“creator of aesthetic environ-
ments.”

I felt bad interrupting his 

afternoon swim, but the sul-
try-voiced Scarlett Johansson-
imitator on the line seemed to 
welcome a break to refill her 
mimosa.

“Is there an old phone 
jack anywhere near the nook?” 
asked Dave. 

I looked and quickly an-
swered in the affirmative.

“Yes,” I said.
“It’s a phone nook,’” Dave 

explained. “The telephones in 
the twenties were big and had 
ringers. If there is a shelf un-
derneath, that’s for the phone 
book.” 

I looked. There was a shelf. 
But what’s a phone book?

Another mystery solved.
Thus, once again, prov-

ing my motto about home 
improvement: “If I can’t fig-
ure it out—and I know that I 
can’t—my friend Dave can.”

What are these little “alcoves?” A special 
place to put family pictures?  A ledge for 
fine-looking flower vases? Some sort of 

small shrine for religious icons? I ran out 
of ideas, so I called my friend Dave. 
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[THEATER REVIEW]

“The Money Fi$h”—So Real You 
Can Almost Smell The Fish
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

I usually don’t really like 
one-man shows, but I found 
myself rapt as I watched “The 
Money Fi$h,” the story of a 
young man’s spiritual and 
mental journey to maturity 
aboard a commercial fishing 
ship in the Bering Sea.  

Written and acted by 
John Cox, the play is the real 
life story of his three years at 
sea off the coast of Alaska.  He 
starts as a “greenhorn” and 
rises to a leadership role after 
earning his Able-Bodied Sea-
man’s license.   

Along the way, he has to 
face his demons and overcome 
his fears to turn the jealousy of 
others into respect.

From the opening mo-
ments, the audience is imme-
diately caught up in the atmo-
sphere of the stark ship with 
the swishing sounds of water 
and at times even real water 
splashing onstage, thanks to 
the lighting design by Leigh 
Allen, sound design by Julie 
Ferrin, and scenic design by 
John Iacovelli

The main thrust, however, 
is Cox’s interpretation as he 
tells his own story. From time 
to time, he takes on the voices 
of others to narrate his experi-
ences.  

Fresh out of the Army 
where he qualified as an Army 
Airborne Ranger, he travels to 

Alaska, mainly to make mon-
ey working on a fishing vessel. 

His cockiness is soon bro-
ken as he endures long hours 
of work and witnesses tragedy 
and cruelty on board. 

Not all is grim, however, 
as there are also peaceful ex-
periences such as when he wit-
nesses a school of whales in 
the ship’s wake.  As he rises in 
rank on the ship, he also faces 
prejudice and envy, which fi-
nally comes to a head

 Veteran stage director 
Michael Arabian has managed 
to get the most from Cox, a 
graduate of the South Coast 
Repertory Acting intensive 
Program. Cox is an emerg-
ing talent who deserves to be 
watched.   

One of theater’s most 
exciting qualities is its abil-
ity to take the viewer into an 
unknown world. “The Money 
Fi$h” is no exception.  I left 
the theater with a new appre-
ciation for the human sacri-
fices that exist to put food on 
our tables.  

“The Money Fi$h” at The 
Hudson Guild Theater, 6539 
Santa Monica Boulevard, 
Thursdays and Saturdays at 8 
p.m.; Sundays at 3 p.m. through 
December 20th, Parking adja-
cent to theater. $20. (323) 960-
778 or themoneyfishplay.com.

“The Money Fi$h” is written and performed by John Cox. Photo credit: Michael Lamont

Stir Market Is Whatever You Need it to Be
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

As the 
Swiss Army 
knife of 
restaurants, 
Stir Mar-
ket is the 

kind of place every neighbor-
hood can put to good use. A 
combination of restaurant, 
marketplace and wine bar, Stir 
Market is a food hall that of-

fers robust take-out options. 
Turning temptingly on the 

rotisserie are plump chickens 
and the signature porchetta, 
a boneless pork roast that gets 
brined, stuffed with pork belly 
and pork skin, then roasted 
with fennel, garlic, rosemary 
and lemon zest.  

While its fairly quiet at 
dinner, breakfast and brunch 

are bustling. Avocado toast is 
now ubiquitous, but Stir Mar-
ket’s version is superior: both 
Instagram-worthy and, at $6, 
well-priced.

Though ordering from 
various counters can be slight-
ly confusing, it’s hard to find 
anything else to quibble about.

Stir Market, 7475 Beverly 
Blvd., 323-879-8283 

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Making Los 
Angeles Streets 
Safer for All
By Stephanie Vendig, 
Ledger Columnist

R e c e n t l y , 
I joined a 
w a l k i n g 
group to 
meet with 
Mary Rodri-
guez, Field 

Deputy for City Councilmem-
ber Mitch O’Farrell.  Our ob-
jective was to identify the 
need for safety improvements 
for pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
motorists. 

We concentrated on the 
area between Maltman Av-
enue and Sunset Boulevard, 
walking north along Griffith 
Park Boulevard up to Effie 
Street. 

The car, for a very long 
time, has been the central fo-
cus of Los Angeles roadway 
designs geared to keep traffic 
flowing as fast as possible. The 
unintended consequence has 
been that Los Angeles has one 
of the highest rates of traffic 
deaths among large US cities. 

Just in our short walk, we 
saw the need for more easily 
accessible bus stops, more in-
tersections with a highly vis-
ible, striped cross-walk design, 
curb extensions, curb ramps 
and repaired sidewalks.

Ryu’s first—and ex-
pected—action was forming 
a transition team, a routine 
practice of rounding up those 
knowledgeable on constituent 
hot topics to bring him up to 
speed quickly.

But, some say Ryu’s selec-
tion of the 40 or so people on 
that panel was a hint to his 
long-term motives. 

Eric Sanjurjo, of the Hol-
lywood United Neighborhood 
Council, said Ryu’s initial ap-

pointments were “warning 
signs if you read the tea leaves.”

“Based on his initial ap-
pointments,” Sanjurjo said, 
“some groups already have 
greater say than others.”

While neighborhood 
councils, community groups 
and one advocacy group ad-
vocating for Griffith Park were 
represented on Ryu’s transi-
tion team, HUNC, which rep-
resents nearly 20,000 was not. 

Meanwhile, Ryu has been 

RYU from page 7

see RYU page 13
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[A DOG’S LIFE]

Your Dog is Going on a Vacay!
By Jennifer Clark, Ledger Columnist

Once you own a dog, life 
becomes more complicated. 
You have to feed it, groom 
it, walk it and pay those vet-
erinarian bills. And don’t even 
think about going out of town 
because trusting someone to 
watch your pup feels impos-

sible until now. 
Dog Vacay is an online 

community of 20,000 pet sit-
ters across the country. 

Once you create an ac-
count (free) you can search for 
sitters by zip code, then read 
their personal profiles. When 
you find someone you like, 
simply book online. Sitters are 
rated and reviews are posted. 

Each sitter has a personal-
ized profile that specifies what 
type and size animal they can 
sit and shows photos of their 
home and backyard. 

Choose between having 

your pup stay with your sitter, 
or keeping your pet in their fa-
miliar setting and having the 
sitter come to you. Sitters in 
the Larchmont Village/Han-
cock Park area currently range 
from $30 to $60 a night.

Your sitter will text you 

regular photo updates of your 
pet. Dog Vacay also sits cats. 

Every reservation in-
cludes around the clock cus-
tomer service as well as pet 
insurance that will cover up 
to $25,000 in vet bills. Sitters 
offer a meet and greet so you 
can acquaint yourself with a 
potential sitter and see them 
interact with your pet before 
your departure. 

Dog Vacay is currently 
looking for great dog lovers to 
join their dog-sitting team. 

For more information, 
visit dogvacay.com

Every reservation includes around 
the clock customer service as well as 

pet insurance that will cover up to 
$25,000 in vet bills.

[IMMACULATE HEART]

It’s Time to 
Walk!
By Ashley Conde, Junior 

Heads up, Los Feliz! Im-
maculate Heart students are 
now in full “Walk-mode” as our 
biggest fundraiser of the year, 
the 10K Walk, fast approaches. 
More than 1,000 students, par-
ents, and teachers will wind 
their way through the Los Feliz 
neighborhood on Friday, No-
vember 6th, for this event. We 
will wave as we walk by—and 
this year’s mint green t-shirts 
will make us easy to spot!

The annual 10K Walk 
caps weeks of solicitations 
by students to raise funds for 
school programs. Students are 
especially excited about this 
year’s goal, which is to col-
lect funds for much-needed 
air conditioning in the school 
auditorium. At the end of the 
Walk, students will return to 
campus and celebrate with a 
festive barbecue.

Groups of Immaculate 
Heart students recently partici-
pated in retreats to bond with 
one another and reflect on their 
spirituality. Seniors attended the 
fall Kairos retreat, while juniors 
took advantage of the Emmaus 
overnight retreat. 

out in the community, but 
perhaps at a less frenetic pace 
than his predecessor. 

Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council President Linda 
Demmers said Ryu has been 
present at many community 
events she has attended. But 
she, like some others, is con-
cerned about larger policy is-
sues, such as if Ryu can turn 
the tide of low voter turnout 
in Los Angeles, in general, and 
specifically in CD4.

Only about 20,000 of 
CD4’s 250,0000 possible vot-
ers, cast a ballot in the May 
election, which Ryu ultimately 
won with 54% of the vote. 

“I wonder if he has a strat-
egy for encouraging civic par-
ticipation in CD4,” Demmers 
said.  

He has however, gotten 
the support of some former 
naysayers.

Greater Wilshire Neigh-
borhood Council President 
Owen Smith, who was an ar-
dent Ramsay supporter, said 
he is currently “eating crow.”

“I told David, this is the 
first time I don’t have a direct 
pipeline into the city council…. 
But he has been true to his 
word. I think he is doing great.”

Anastasia Mann, Presi-
dent of the Hollywood Hills 
West Neighborhood Council 
said Ryu’s election is somewhat 
like current Republican front-
runner Donald Trump’s 2016 
run for the White House. 

“The fact that David Ryu 
got elected,” she said, “indi-
cates people are getting fed up. 
I think there is going to be a 
good change.”

Mann also is patient and 
giving Ryu time for acclima-
tion.

“My overall impression is 
he is trying, open minded and 
is reaching out to various ar-
eas. I think he is in the listen-

ing stage,” she said. 
But, she says, it’s time to 

really see what Ryu is made of. 
“The honeymoon has a 

time limit,” she said. “He has 
to start coming back with 
some answers.”

So far, Ryu supporter and 
Miracle Mile Assoc. President 
O’ Sullivan  has been the most 
critical.

O’Sullivan served briefly 
on Ryu’s transition team, but 
resigned, he said, when the 
process started feeling like a 
bloated bureaucracy.

He said he’s also frustrat-
ed with Ryu’s inability to get a 
website up and running.

“I have been going crazy 
over the lack of a website,” 
O’Sullivan said. “I told David 
I could throw one up in two 
hours… what kind of [coun-
cil office] can operate without 
being able to reach their con-
stituents?”

He’s not a big fan, either, of 
Ryu’s newly formed Discretion-
ary Task Force, which is tasked 
with advising Ryu on how to 
spend about $1.5 million a year 
in free floating funds. Ryu has 
already indicated to the panel 
he would like to earmark up to  
$150,000 for additional staffing.

O’Sullivan said if Ryu 
needs more money for staff, it’s 
his call. But thus far, he said, he 
does not think Ryu’s staff has 
lived up to expectations. 

 Due to her earlier expe-
rience advising Mayor Eric 
Garcetti, O’ Sullivan said: “I 
thought [Chief of Staff Sarah 
Dusseault] would put togeth-
er a really seasoned team…. 
Maybe [Ryu] is doing things 
differently. I don’t know. He 
will either succeed or fail….
He’s had his first 100 days. 
During his second 100 days, I 
am going to be watching him 
like a hawk.”

RYU from page 12



Larchmont Ledger

Page 14 November 2015www.larchmontledgerla.comSCHOOL NEWS

TO RSVP
Please contact the Admissions Office at 

(310) 838-2442 or info@echohorizon.org

November 6

December 4

3430 McManus Avenue • Culver City, CA 90232 • www.echohorizon.org

[BRAWERMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL EAST]

School News
By Owen Fishman, Grade 4 and Reese Fishman, Grade 4

We are enjoying so many 
new things at Brawerman East 
this year. We have an inno-
vation lab with tools such as 
drills, saws, screwdrivers, and 
pliers. It also has all kinds of 
materials that we can use to 
build things. In September, 

the whole school worked on a 
project to build a sukkah that 
we could actually sit in. 

There is a brand new kiln 
in our art room, and we will be 
doing a lot of projects with clay. 
The science lab has tables with 
gas and water hook-ups and 

seats that adjust to our height. 
Our library is really big and has 
a section with stadium seating 
and special lighting. One other 
cool thing is the fireplace in the 
music room. It was part of an 
office in the original building.

We also have a special 
problem solving class for all 
grades where we think of ways 
to help people and to repair 
the world (tikkun olam).

Echo Horizon School News
By Ella Richman, 6th grade, Delilah Kohn, 6th grade 
and Lane Bynum, 5th grade

Every year Echo Horizon 
School has a Halloween Car-
nival! The teachers and par-
ent volunteers wear their cos-
tumes and parents help with 
games and food. 6th graders 
get to sit under the dunk tank 
and show their pre-k and kin-
dergarten buddies around the 
carnival. 

Games include spider scat-
ter, eyeball crush, brain buster 
and pumpkin decorating. This 
is a really fun all-school event!

Also, this month at Echo 
Horizon, the girls’ basketball 
team has its first game. We 
get to learn how to work as a 
team, and playing with friends 
makes all of us like each other 
more. When we play games, 
we don’t criticize the other 

girls when they make 
mistakes. Instead, we 
encourage them. 

In Mid-October, 
5th graders took a fer-
ry and a speedboat to 

Catalina. The three-day field 
trip included many activities 
such as a night hike to explore 
the stars and planets, snorkel-
ing, campfire stories, and the 
search for ninja pig—suppos-
edly, there is still one wild pig 
left on the island!

And, cut! Not such a long 
time ago, in the galaxy you 
are standing in, Echo Hori-
zon sixth graders are making 
a movie to show our school 
spirit and our love of all 
things books. The Celebra-
tion of Books is a three-month 
school-wide endeavor and this 
year, our theme is Star Wars. 
Every year we try to set a new 
reading record. May the book 
be with you!  

[HOLLYWOOD SCHOOLHOUSE]

BBQ & Outdoor Education
By Isabella Payne, 6th grade

Hello! It’s Isa-
bella again, 

writing to you from the Hol-
lywood Schoolhouse. In my 
previous article, I mentioned 
that we had kicked off our 
70th anniversary celebration. 
Last weekend, we continued 
our festivities with our annual 
Back to School BBQ. 

In other news, our 5th 
and 6th grade classes recently 
returned from an Outdoor 
Education trip in Santa Bar-
bara. Students at our school 
have been taking these trips 

for more than 20 years! 
This year’s activities in-

cluded: kayaking, hiking, 
bike riding, swimming, a 
high ropes course, and beach 
time. I loved getting to play in 
the pool and hang out at the 
beach. The nature hikes were a 
lot of fun too. 

This trip was a great op-
portunity for my friends and 
me to further bond. The new 
memories we created are price-
less, and this is something that 
all future HSH classes can 
look forward to. 
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Making A Statement: College Path LA Brings College Essay Help to 
Fairfax and Hollywood High
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

WEST HOLLYWOOD—Col-
lege Path LA, a college appli-
cation assistance non-profit—
which recently expanded their 
programming to Hollywood 
High School— plans to fur-
ther expand to Fairfax High 
School by this spring accord-
ing to Sharon Stricker, a direc-
tor with LACER, a popular 
afterschool program that re-
cently partnered with College 
Path. 

College Path began about 
five years ago as a way to bring 
in people from the local com-
munity to work with students 
during the demanding college 
application process, accord-
ing to Susan Phillips, its co-
founder. 

College Path volunteers 
help students with every step 
of the college application pro-
cess, with special focus on the 

“personal statement” essay 
portion, which can make the 
difference between acceptance 
and rejection for some stu-
dents. 

According to Phillips, 
the organization hosts per-
sonal statement workshops in 
the fall, where 25 to 30 vol-

unteers help students write 
their college application es-
says and former students are 
on hand to speak about their 
college experiences. The or-
ganization also holds career 
fairs in the spring. 

Most public high schools 
have only one college coun-

selor for the entire school, said 
Phillips, and “there are not 
enough [essay help programs] 
for the number of kids that 
need them.”

Following a successful 
pilot program at John Mar-
shall High School in Los Fel-
iz, College Path joined forces 
with LACER at Hollywood 
High in October, and plans 
to expand the program to 
Fairfax High in 2016 with a 
spring career fair and person-
al statement essay workshops 
next fall. 

But according to LACER’s 
Stricker, getting in to college is 
just the first step. 

“What we see is a long 
range plan involving college 
and career, because both com-
ponents are needed,” she said. 

For information or to vol-
unteer: collegepathla.org 

for its inaugural 2016-2017 
school-year. 

The school will be the 
first non-charter, all-girls 
school in the Los Angeles 
School District (LAUSD) and 
will feature a highly rigorous 
STEM—Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math—
curriculum. 

The school will have its 
own facilities located on the 
Los Angeles High School 
campus on Olympic Boule-
vard just south of Windsor 
Village. 

“It is clear that within 
our District, our female stu-
dent population is under-
served in the areas of science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematics,” LAUSD Su-
perintendent Ramon Cortines 
said when the school board 
unanimously approved the 
new school last April. “Not 
only will this new school help 

our students discover their 
potential, think critically and 
develop important intellectual 
skills, it will also prepare them 
for college and beyond.” 

Unlike other specialized 
public schools—such as mag-
net schools—GALA is a full 
open enrollment school. This 
means there are no geographi-
cal preferences—all girls with-
in the LAUSD’s boundaries 
are equally welcome to apply.

As the curriculum will be 
highly rigorous, it is critical to 
find girls who are motivated 
students. 

For Liz Hicks, the princi-
pal of GALA, it all boils down 
to one key question: “Do you 
have an interest in being part 
of an all-girls STEM highly 
rigorous school and will you 
put in the effort to do the 
work?”

Hicks has previously 
served as a teacher, an assistant 
principal at multiple schools 

and for the last six years, as 
a Counseling Coordinator 
working with counselors at 
dozens of LAUSD schools to 
help students be college pre-
pared and career ready.

Hicks, whose daughters 
attended the private, all-girls 
Marlborough School, said the 
idea for GALA came about 
from conversations she had 
with her fellow LAUSD em-
ployees.

 “There were several [of 
us] who had their daughters in 
all-girls private schools,” said 
Hicks, “and we all kept saying 
to each other over the years, 
‘Why can’t we do this for our 
girls in LA Unified?’”

Hicks and her team 
reached out to the Young 
Women’s Leadership School of 
East Harlem, which opened in 
1996 and is now the flagship 
school in a national network of 
all-girls schools. There, they not 
only found a model of success-

ful all-girls schools in an urban 
environment, but mentors who 
showed them how it’s done.  

Although there was sup-
port for the idea among 
LAUSD leadership, there 
were legal obstacles regarding 
a public school only serving 
girls. 

In response, Hicks and 
her team proposed an all-boys 
academy for LAUSD, which 
would focus on areas where 
boys statistically falter: Eng-
lish and Language Arts.

 A vote by the LAUSD 
school board on that proposal, 
which currently does not have 
a location, may come as early 
as this spring.

Hicks said she has culti-
vated partnerships with educa-
tional institutions such as Har-

vey Mudd College, USC and 
UCLA as well as with several 
businesses to create the STEM 
curriculum.  She said she will 
continue to seek alliances that 
will bring materials—such as 
two recently acquired flight 
simulators—to the school’s 
“maker space,” a lab for hands-
on projects. 

The school will open to 
grades 6 and 9 in the 2016-17 
school year, grow one grade 
level per year, and serve grades 
6 through 12 by 2020. Ap-
plications will be accepted 
through January 6th.

GALA leadership plans to 
visit schools and parent groups 
to present their program.  Re-
quests for information sessions 
can be submitted at: galacad-
emy.org 

GALA from page 1

[PAGE SCHOOL]

Fall News
By Skyla Wilkins, 3rd grade

Hello! Just to 
remind every-
one, the first 
day of Novem-
ber is when the 
time changes, 
so remember 

to “fall back” on the time for 
Daylight Saving Time! 

On November 2nd, the 
Scholastic Book Fair is coming 
to our school. There are going to 
be a lot of books for us to read 
and enjoy. Feel free to stop by to 
help promote literacy!

We are all excited for the 
Thanksgiving holiday this 
month. We will celebrate and 
give thanks with a huge school 
potluck where we will feast on 
different types of food before 
going on break. We will be hap-
py to spend time with our fam-
ily and loved ones.

I hope you all have a very 
happy Thanksgiving!



Larchmont Ledger

Page 16 November 2015www.larchmontledgerla.comARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Based on the Novel
by E B White

Book by 
Joseph Robinette

Music & Lyrics by 
Charles Strouse

    Directed by
   Janet Miller

Musical Direction
by Wayne Moore

Meet 
the 
cast 
after 
the 
show!

Photo by
Martin Cohen

Tickets
Only $12

NiNe O’ClOCk Players

Big “BARN RAISING” Opening Day µ Sunday, Nov. 1st

“Free” Petting Zoo with farm animals for all theater goers!

All Show At 2pm: Sun. nov. 1, 8, 15, 22 Z  SAt. nov. 21 

Call Now For T iCkeTs  )323-469-1970 ê  or go to
nineoclockplayers.com or brownpapertickets.com

Assistance League Playhouse, 1367 N. St. Andrews Place, LA 90028 

Based on the Novel
by E B White

Book by 
Joseph Robinette

Music & Lyrics by 
Charles Strouse

    Directed by
   Janet Miller

Musical Direction
by Wayne Moore

Meet 
the 
cast 
after 
the 
show!

Photo by
Martin Cohen

Tickets
Only $12

NI NE  O’CL OCK P LAYERS

Big “BARN RAISING” Opening Day  Sunday, Nov. 1st

“Free” Petting Zoo with farm animals for all theater goers!
A L L S H O WS A T 2 P M :  S U N .  N O V .  1,  8,  15,  22   S A T.  N O V .  21  

C A L L  N O W  F O R  TI C K E TS  323-469-1970   or go to
nineoclockplayers.com or brownpapertickets.com

Assistance League Playhouse, 1367 N. St. Andrews Place, LA 90028

 

Tickets
Only $12

Photo by
Martin Cohen

Wilshire, between S. Detroit 
Street and S. Orange Drive. 
Once installed, traffic can travel 
over the surface while the station 
is constructed underground.

Metro is offering the com-
munity a choice as to which 
timetable will be used to get 
the work done. 

Option 1 will require six-
weekend closures from Detroit 
to La Brea followed by seven 
weeks of full closure from La 

Brea to Highland. 
Option 2 will require ap-

proximately 22 weekend clo-
sures that will include work 
from Detroit to La Brea and 
then La Brea to Highland.

Cross streets such as S. 
Mansfield Avenue and S. Cit-
rus Avenue will remain open 
to local access while others—
such as S. Sycamore Avenue 
and S. Orange Drive—will be 
closed at different stages.  

The intersections of High-

land and Wilshire and La Brea 
and Wilshire will remain open 
in three directions.

According to Kimberly 
Upton, a spokesperson for 
Metro, traffic will be de-
toured south toward Olym-
pic Boulevard.  

Plans call for collabora-
tion with the Los Angeles 
Dept. of Transportation to 
provide officers to deter driv-
ers from cutting through 6th 

WILSHIRE from page 1

see WILSHIRE page 19

The group then, and now, 
abides by strict by-laws, holds 
an annual meeting and has a 
steering committee that in-
spects homes, to ensure they 
are “baby-proofed” prior to a 
new member joining. 

Additionally, new mem-
bers must be referred by exist-
ing ones. Currently, there is a 
wait-list to join 

Before email, text messag-
es and online community fo-
rums, the Co-Op worked like 
this: when you needed a “sit” 
for your child, you called that 
month’s secretary with your 
request. She would then go 
through the Co-Op roster and 
call around to get a matching 
sitter for you.

Back then, as it is now, a 
“sit” cost you two points. If you 
were the sitter, you gained two 
points. In my day, the secretary 
would hand tally each mem-
ber’s point totals at the end of 
the month, xerox the results 
and put them in the mail.

Today, the co-op runs 
similarly, but with a few 
changes. Sit requests are now 
usually made by text; points 
are tallied on an excel spread-
sheet and posted in a private 
online community forum. The 
group today also exchanges 
points for rides to the airport 
and for dog sitting. 

Whatever minor changes 
have been made to procedures 
and format, everyone inter-
viewed for this story said the 
co-op provided not onlychild 
watching relief, but a commu-
nity of like-minded families all 
going through life with young 
children at the same time. 
Other byproducts were if you 
joined the Co-Op, suddenly 
your children had a wide vari-
ety of “playdates” right in the 
area. The group also had a book 
club and seasonal parties. 

Heather Risinger, 45, 
joined the Co-Op, she said, at 
a challenging time in her life. 
She had a 3-year-old daughter 
and a 1-year-old son. A month 
after she joined, she said, her 
husband left her. 

“I was just becoming 
a single mom,” she said. “I 
don’t know how I could have 
survived that time in my life 
without the Co-Op.”

That was 15 years ago. Now 
re-married, Risinger remains in 
the group. Today she has a third 
child: a 2-year-old son. 

“I may never leave the co-
op,” she said.

I used the Co-Op for my 
two sons to get myself through 
graduate school (it took four 
years). Others use it to do 
quick childfree errands, to get 
a quick pedicure, or for a night 
out with the spouse.

Dete Meserve, a part-
ner with Wind Dancer Films, 
joined the Co-Op in 1993 when 
her son Ben was six-weeks-old 
and stayed in the group through 
the birth of another child, Jake, 
for over 10 years. 

She said she enjoyed the 
socialization her sons received 
in the group and the educa-
tion she received learning the 
difference between how little 
girls acted compared to her 
rambunctious boys. 

She recalled picking her 
up Jake, now a high school 
junior a Campbell Hall, from 
Co-Op member Marsha 
Schoen’s house.

Meserve said she was 
taken when she dropped Jake 
off to see Schoen’s two daugh-
ters quietly reading and doing 
puzzles together on the family 
living room sofa.

When Meserve went back 
to pick up Jake a few hours later, 
she laughed that Schoen had 
Jake packed up and ready to go 
and met her in the driveway.

“Jake climbed on the din-
ing table and tried to hang 
from the chandelier,” Schoen 
breathlessly told Meserve.

Meserve laughs now re-
calling the pickup.

“Marsha’s hair was stick-
ing out everywhere,” Meserve 
said, from all the boy wran-
gling. 

For Joane Pickett, owner 

of Larchmont Boulevard’s 
Pickett Fences, whose son now 
attends Loyola High School, 
being in the Co-Op was 
“magical.”

“For the first 10 years of 
his life,” she said, “the Co-Op 
was the most important thing 
for him, but we parents got as 
much out of this as the kids.”

Pickett said she remains 
extremely close with the oth-
er families that were in the 
Co-Op when she was, even 
though the children are now 
nearing college age. 

“We were truly in the 
trenches together raising chil-
dren,” she said. “These people 
became my extended family.”

But the Co-Op hasn’t 
been without its dust-ups. 

In the late 1990s, a new 
member wanted to join who 
had a gun and the issue, a first, 
brought the emotion of normal-
ly undisclosed political views to 
the tight-knit group. 

Not everyone agreed, but 
a majority of the membership 
voted the family could join 
provided the gun was locked 
and it and its ammunition 
stored in separate locations.

Today, the Co-Op will 
not accept a family that owns 
a gun. 

“We were very hesitant to 
amend the Co-Op’s by-laws,” 
said Risinger. “There is a lot of 
respect we hold for the ladies, 
who, back in the day, created 
this group.”

But today’s group did 
change the by-laws and recent-
ly had to turn a family away 
who had a gun, as a result.

What about vaccina-
tions—a hot topic lately as 
more families chose not to 
vaccinate their children. 

“I’m surprised,” said Ris-
inger. “That issue hasn’t come 
up just yet.”

CO-OP from page 1

Before email, text messages and online 
community forums, the Co-Op worked 

like this: when you needed a “sit” for your 
child, you called that month’s secretary 
with your request. She would then go 

through the Co-Op roster and call around 
to get a matching sitter for you.
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5515 Franklin Avenue • Los Angeles, CA  90028 • (323) 461-3651 • www.immaculateheart.org

Experience Immaculate Heart

•  Academic Playday for Eighth Graders – Saturday, November 21, at 9:00 a.m.
•  High School Open House – Sunday, December 6, at 1:00 p.m.

•  Middle School Open House – Sunday, December 13, at 1:00 p.m.
•  Middle School Entrance Exam for 6th, 7th & 8th grades – 

Saturday,  January 9, 2016 at 8:30 a.m.
     •  High School Entrance Exam for Admission & Merit Scholarships – 

Saturday, January 16, 2016 at 8:30 a.m.

Immaculate Heart High School & Middle School
“Educating the Hearts & Minds of Young Women Since 1906”

A Private, Catholic, College Preparatory School for Grades 6 – 12

[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

To Be or Not to Be…Thankful
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

Autumn has always been 
my favorite season, going back 
to my youth on the East coast. 
I love the sense of change, the 
energy, the smell in the air 
(yes, even in California). I love 
fall camping, school projects, 

Halloween prep, Thanksgiv-
ing feasts. I even love the 
shorter days.

Most of all, though, I love 
that fall is a time when things 
slow down and the focus be-
comes all about family. This is 
the season when we take a mo-
ment to be thankful as a com-
munity, small and large.

There are many mo-
ments throughout the year when 
I pause to tally up the things I’m 
grateful for. It’s easy to be con-
scious of the essential things 
that make us fortunate—our 
homes, access to food and clean 
water, medical care, education, 

freedom of speech. But there are 
other things that we sometimes 
overlook or take for granted, 
like access to free parks and art 
programs, libraries, and other 
things that may not be neces-
sary, but that make life richer 
and better.

Right now, it’s easy for us 
to complain about the state of 
things: the drought, the 100-
plus degree heat that seems 
to smother Los Angeles every 
September, the devastating 
weight of world news, the cost 
of housing and that perennial 
Southland favorite, the traf-
fic. Still, there’s so much to be 
thankful for.

We’re lucky to live in 
a very tight-knit and active 
community, so in addition to 
all of the above, here are some 
specific things I’ll be saying 
thanks for this November:

•	 The Sunday farmers’ 
market

•	 Salt + Straw
•	 A bookstore for endless 

browsing
•	 Outstanding public 

schools: Larchmont 
Charter and Third Street 
Elementary

•	 Our family-friendly,  
dog-friendly main drag

[LOYOLA]

Ready for Another Great Year
By Tommy Atlee, Sophomore

Big changes have come 
to Loyola this year! Former 
History Department Chair, 

Daniel An-
nerelli, has as-
sumed the role 
of Dean of 
Men, replacing 
Michael Wood 

who has taken a job as prin-
cipal of Jesuit High School in 
San Francisco. 

Mr. Annerelli led a team 
of students to Philadelphia to 
participate in the World Meet-
ing of Families and the Papal 
visit to the United States. 

Students and faculty 
mourned the loss of 12:30 p.m. 
dismissals on Fridays, due to a 
new schedule change making 
periods seventy minutes long. 
However, even in the short time 
since the new schedule’s imple-
mentation, both groups have 
found the longer periods useful 
for covering more material. 

School sports are back 

and looking competitive: wa-
ter polo and cross country 
have had strong starts to their 
seasons, currently 3rd and 
6th in CIF respectively, and 
Loyola football has found its 
way back home, now hosting 
all our home games at Loyola 
on Smith Field and blocking 
off Venice Boulevard between 
Vermont and Normandie to 
provide parking. 

The freshmen were wel-
comed into the school commu-
nity with a dance, which saw 
students from sister schools 
around the city attending. 
Freshmen and transfer stu-
dents also participated in the 
First Year Retreat, where they 
were paired up with seniors to 
learn more about their school’s 
culture and mission. As the 
first half of the semester winds 
down, students are settling 
into their groove, ready for 
another great year at Loyola 
High School.

Turning Point School
By Gemma Fudge, 7th Grade

It was perfect day 
for the beach last 
month when the 

Turning Point Level 7 students 
participated in the statewide 
LiMPETS program (Long-Term 
Monitoring Program and Expe-
riential Training for Students). 
The students visited a local beach 

and tested its health by assess-
ing the mole crab population. “I 
think it was a success,” said Envi-
ronmental Science teacher Matt 
Kline. “We got some good data.”

Meanwhile, the Culver 
City Fire Department visited 
Level 2 students for their unit on 
fire safety, and Level 5 students 

were busy with multiple assign-
ments. For one project, they 
researched and wrote epitaphs 
for explorers. They finished 
their state quizzes, where they 
are tested on their knowledge 
of all 50 states. They have now 
picked their state to research 
further, which they will present 
at the State Fair in December, 
where the whole school will get 
a chance to hear about them.

 …there are other things that we sometimes 

overlook or take for granted like access to 

free parks and art programs, libraries, and 

other things that may not be necessary, but 

that make life richer and better.



Larchmont Ledger

November 2015 Page 19www.larchmontledgerla.com SCHOOL NEWS

JOIN US!
AT A PRESCHOOL OR K–6

ADMISSION OPEN HOUSE

625 S. St. Andrews Place • Los Angeles (213) 382-2315 ext. 255 admission@sjsla.org

FIND OUT MORE & SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT ONLINE AT SJSLA.ORG/LGR

Our focus on

THE ARTS
is just one way that St. James’
prepares students for success!

(music, theater, dance,
and visual arts)

JOIN US!
TOURS AND

INFORMATION SESSIONS
PRESCHOOL - MIDDLE SCHOOL (LEVEL 8)

By Appointment through Fall and Winter

Call to schedule: (310) 841-5420

Our graduates are confident, resilient, globally
aware, and well prepared for success in an increasingly

changing and interconnected world.

www.turningpointschool.org
780 National Blvd. | Culver City, CA | (310) 841-5420

[LAYFAYETTE SQUARE]

Pepperdine Lived Here 
By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist

There is a 
house in La 

Fayette Square that has sat, 
neglected, for many years. I’ve 
often wondered what’s going 
on behind the lovely stained 
glass window with the con-
templative mermaid. 

When George Pepperdine 
lost his fortune in a bad invest-
ment in the Desert Chemical 
Company, he and his wife 
Helen lost their large home in 
West Adams and, while not 
exactly slumming it, moved to 
1614 Wellington Rd. 

Pepperdine created his for-
tune by starting a $5 mail-in 
auto parts order company. By 
1920, he was making $60,000 
a month, and then developed 
Western Auto as a chain store. 
There was anti-chain store leg-
islation proposed, which Pep-

perdine helped to quell, by 
explaining how chain stores 
actually help to keep more 
dollars local. Reading his 
business musings, I realize he 
was truly a forward-thinking 
economist.

By 1937, Pepperdine had 
travelled the world, become 
a respected businessman in 
the city he loved, and conse-
quently felt ready to give back. 
He gave radio talks on KNX 
and made clear the direction 
he envisioned for Los Angeles, 
eventually deciding to open a 
Christian college. 

The beginnings of Pep-
perdine University can be 
found in the foundation 
that George set up in 1931. 
The Foundation benefitted 
youngsters in the Boy Scouts, 
the YMCA and summer 

camps for children. He be-
lieved that helping others was 
the purpose of the wealth he 
had amassed. His wife Hel-
en—whom he met through 
the Protestant Welfare As-
sociation—was instrumental 
in the founding of the Hel-
en Louise Girls Home and, 
eventually, in 1937, George 
Pepperdine College, then 
located on 34 acres between 

78th and 79th streets and 
Normandie and Vermont av-
enues. 

After decades of excel-
lent timing in business, Pep-
perdine divested himself of 
real estate during WWII and 
instead invested in chemicals, 
gold mines and oil wells. Un-
fortunately these badly timed 
investments caused Pepper-
dine to lose much of his for-

tune. Fortunately Helen had 
invested more wisely, and they 
lived out their days in Lafay-
ette Square, George dying in 
1962, and Helen, who served 
on the Pepperdine Board of 
Regents, in 1990. 

Today, Pepperdine Uni-
versity is located in Malibu, on 
830 acres with breathtakingly 
beautiful views of the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Street and 8th Street. 
Other mitigations may in-

clude remotely operated traffic 
signals that will be altered in 
real time to keep traffic mov-
ing and cooperation with the 
navigation app, Waze.

“We’re asking Waze during 
this time to focus everyone’s at-
tention on the preferred detour 
routes,” Upton said.

Several businesses in the af-
fected area only found out about 
the project in mid-October.  

Justin Shin, a manager of 
the Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf 
café believes 22 weekend clo-
sures is a better option for his 
business.

“Most of our foot traffic is 
on week days,” Shin said. “If 
the seven week option is put 
into place, our store is going to 
be hit hard.  It’s going to really 
hurt us.”

Vy Phan, the owner of 
Beauty Bar, shares Shin’s con-
cerns and adamantly prefers 
the 22-weekend option, but 
said she will be optimistic with 
whichever option is chosen. 

“We hope good will come 
out of this project in the end,” 
she said.

Metro will provide a 
“Business Interruption Fund” 

for businesses of 25 or fewer 
employees to com-
pensate for docu-
mented losses. Differ-
ent provisions apply 
for larger businesses.

Upton said that 
Metro prefers the sev-
en week option for its 
efficiency and shorter 
impact time on the 
community.

“It allows us to 
keep a work zone in 
place without worry-
ing about…getting off 
the road by Monday 
morning,” she said.

Upton encourages resi-
dents and business owners 
to voice their preference by 
contacting their neighbor-
hood organizations and by 
sending an email to Metro 
authorities.

The Greater Wilshire 
Neighborhood Council will 
be holding a meeting to gather 
comments from the public at 
7 p.m. at the Ebell on Novem-
ber 11th.

The following night, Met-
ro authorities will be hold-
ing a community meeting on 
November 12th at 5:30 p.m. 
at John Burroughs Middle 
School Auditorium—600 S. 
McCadden Place. 

Metro authorities will lis-
ten to public comments, com-
bine that input with previously 
received comments and make 
an announcement on their de-
cision the following day.

Once the decision is an-
nounced, approvals must be 
obtained from Los Angeles 
City Councilmember David 
Ryu and various city depart-
ments. If all goes to plan, the 
closures will begin in March. 
E-mails to Metro can be sent 
to purplelineext@metro.net.

WILSHIRE from page 16

Construction of the Wilshire-La Brea Purple Line 
subway station will pose challenges to residents 
and businesses for several weeks.
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Keller Williams Larchmont 
118 N. Larchmont Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

BRE# 01279107 

433 N. WINDSOR BL. LARCHMONT VILLAGE          $1,150,000 
2 Beds/ 2 Baths. Sparkling, elegant 1920s Craftsman w/ the perfect 
mix of modern & vintage features. www.433NorthWindsor.com 

NEW LISTING|$1,150,000 

5914 RIVERTON NORTH HOLLYWOOD 

$689,000. 3 Bed/ 2 Baths, plus bonus room. 
Gorgeous, remodeled, upgraded contemporary. 

535 N. CAHUENGA BL. HANCOCK PARK 

$2,749,000. 4 Bed/3 Bath. California living at 
its finest. Incredible re-imagined Spanish estate. 

IN ESCROW IN ESCROW 

EXPERT SERVICE. 
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS. 

BRE# 01939279 

NEW LISTING|$3,450,000 

234 S. RIMPAU BL. HANCOCK PARK $3,450,000 

5 Beds/ 6 Baths + Family room & pool on private Cul-De-Sac. 
Grand & spacious. Co-Listed W/ Anna Lee. www.234Rimpau.com 

611 LILLIAN WAY  LARCHMONT VILLAGE $1,300,000 

3 Bed /2 Bath. Stunning remodel, in the heart of Larchmont  
Village. Open floor plan, new systems throughout, guest quarters. 

379 N. BRONSON AVE. LARCHMONT VILLAGE    $1,150,000 
2 Bed /2 Bath. Charming, modernized, move-in ready traditional 
w/ garage converted into studio space.  www.739Bronson.com 

SOLD|$1,300,000 NEW LISTING| $1,150,000 

5130 RALEIGH LARCHMONT VILLAGE 

$699,000. 2 Bed/1 Bath. Writer’s Bungalow,  
Tastefully renovated with unique modern style. 

IN ESCROW  


