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Potholes &
Broken Sidewalk
Database in
the Works

Local Rents
Highest
In L.A.
By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer

By Sheila Lane
Ledger Contributing Writer
The Greater Wilshire
Neig hborhood Council’s (GWNC)
Tr a n s p o r t a tion Committee has joined
with Los Angeles City Councilmember
David Ryu’s office to create a
database of streets and sidewalks in need of repair within
The Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council area.
Residents, who live within the district and within the
boundaries of the Greater
Wilshire area, are asked to
see SIDEWALKS page 19

Preparation for the Larchmont Family Fair brings together Mary Louise Burrell (left), who will supervise the pie baking
contest, John Winther, President of the Larchmont Boulevard Association and Betsy Malloy, who is a co-head of the
event. This year’s event is Sunday, Oct. 25th, but sign-ups and try outs for some of the day’s festivities are happening
now. Photo: Sheila Lane/Larchmont Ledger.

Academy and “Fix the City”
Reach Agreement on New Museum
Construction now underway

Oxford Square:
Time for an HPOZ? page 7

Renters looking for an
“affordable” home in the MidWilshire or Los Feliz areas
may need to re-adjust their
understanding of that word
before they venture out into
the rental market.
“Affordable” means different things to different people,
but according to the Dept. of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the definition
of affordable housing is that
which requires no more than
30% of the income of a buyer
or renter.
In a report analyzing the
2nd quarter of 2015, Zillow, a
real estate website, found that
see RENTS page 13

Former City Attorney Requests Home
Demolition After 2013 Fire
By Allison B. Cohen

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

MID WILSHIRE—The Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences and the advocacy group “Fix the City” have
reached a settlement agreement regarding the Academy
Museum of Motion Pictures.
In a joint statement released September 11th, the
organizations said that they
“will work closely to minimize
the Museum’s impact on sur-

October 2015

rounding neighborhoods.”
Projected for the corner of
Wilshire Boulevard and Fairfax
Avenue, with plans to incorporate the historic May Company
building currently on the site,
the project was unanimously
approved by the Los Angeles
City Council last June.
Fix the City, which voiced
several objections with the
see ACADEMY page 6

Community Lore:
The Ghosts of Larchmont, page 8

WINDSOR VILLAGE—Former
Los Angeles City Attorney
Rocky Delgadillo has requested the city of Los Angeles approve permits allowing
for the demolition of a home
he owns at 800 South Windsor Boulevard.
Delgadillo filed the requests in March to tear down
his former 3,000-square-foot
two-story home in March,

which was gutted in an early
morning fire in February 2013.
Delgadillo, his wife, two sons
and one of their friends were
not injured, but according to
Delgadillo the house and its
contents were a total loss.
Some locals have speculated that Delgadillo will not
rebuild the house if the city issues the required permits, but
instead, will construct multiunit housing on the lot that
corners 8th Street. The area
is zoned for single and multifamily use.
Delgadillo would not
elaborate any future plans for
the property, just that, in the
immediate, he said it is structurally unsound.
“We want to demolish he
house,” Delgadillo said in an
interview, “because it now has
serious safety concerns. We

Creatively Inclined:
Frank Gehry Exhibit at LACMA,
page 10

Hearth and Home:
The Last House on Wilshire,
page 10

believe the house to be unsafe.”
Delgadillo and his family
have since relocated to another
home in Hancock Park.
He said ultimately the fire
was determined as accidental.
“Going through something like this reminds you
there is nothing more important than family,” Delgadillo
said. “We are lucky we were
able to get out. Thank God
we had fire alarms. They saved
our lives.”
Also, according to public
records, the home has been
cited by the city for rubbish,
garbage, debris and excessive
or overgrown vegetation. According to Delgadillo, those
issues have since been resolved.
Delgadillo and his wife
Michelle bought the property
in 2002 for $930,000.

School Guide:
Our Annual School Guide,
page 14

Larchmont Ledger
[letter from the publisher]
If it’s soon
to be October, that
means it’s
time for the
Larchmont
Family Fair. I can’t count the
years I have attended this wonderful event.
My fondest memory is
taking my children—who
are now in college—and capturing a photograph of them
riding the fair’s Ferris Wheel:
one in an elaborate and very
hot “dinosaur” get-up and the
other, a pragmatic Pittsburgh
Pirates baseball uniform, smiling happily.
Larchmont has what
many neighborhoods want:
a strong community that
is fiercely loyal and active.

While I hope the weather
cools—but that El Nino
waits—the fair is a wonderful place to stroll the boulevard and learn about our
neighborhood’s non-profits
and schools.
I was really taken when
interviewing former Los Angeles City Attorney Rocky
Delgadillo for this month’s
edition regarding his Windsor Village home that was
gutted in an early morning
fire in 2013 while he and his
family were sleeping. He said
repeatedly, his and his family’s lives were saved only
because the home’s smoke
alarms were working.
On Nov. 1st, we will set
our clocks back signaling the
end of Daylight Savings Time.

When you do, please check
your home’s smoke alarm batteries too.
We also had some fun
this month detailing so-called
“ghost stories” of neighborhood locales. According to
our researcher and writer
Michael Darling, the ghost
of Mae West may be lurking
nearby, and such apparitions
have been reported at local
favorites: LACMA, The Original Farmer Market and Tom
Bergin’s.
Finally, we have a feature
this month on what is believed to be the last residence
on Wilshire Boulevard.
Times may have changed
along Los Angeles’ famed
Miracle Mile, but this house
is still standing.
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Join Us At the Annual Meeting!
The HPHOA, est. 1948, will hold its annual meeting at
7PM on Tuesday, October 20th at 3rd Street School. Our
new Councilman, David Ryu, will be there to talk about
Hancock Park’s priorities and how his office will be working
with us. Many of the most important issues are already
being worked on with the new Councilman’s Office. The
Association is looking forward to moving ahead quickly with
Councilman Ryu’s office on repaving our concrete streets,
tree maintenance, parking, security, and all the other areas
important to our neighborhood. The LAPD will talk about
safety and how you can keep from becoming a victim of crime.
There will be a presentation by a landscaping professional
on how to make your yard and gardens more water wise and
beautiful and a representative from Tree People will discuss
how to care for our trees during the drought . There will also
be presentations from Association Committee Chairs about
Street Maintenance, Traffic and Historic Preservation and
our HPOZ. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.
The Annual Meeting is also where the election of half of the
Board of Directors is announced. Members in good standing,
those who have paid their annual dues, will be receiving
ballots in the mail. Please mark them and either mail them
back or bring them to the Annual Meeting. The candidates
nominated by the Board are: Tim Allyn, Greg Glasser, Peter
Gorelick, Susan Grossman, William Newby, Cami Taylor,
Ben Thompson, Jon Vein, and James Wolf. The profiles of
the nominees can be found on the HPHOA website.
Many of Hancock Park’s old and stately trees are suffering
from the effects of the drought. Please don’t forget to water
your trees; even in the drought our trees are vitally important
to our and the environment’s health. Remember, to keep
you and your family safe by locking your house and car; not
leaving items in plain sight, setting your house alarm (if you
have one), and paying attention to any unusual activity. If
you think a crime is happening call 911, DO NOT confront
someone yourself. If you’re considering any changes to
the street visible portion of your house, contact our City
Planner, Renata Dragland (renata.dragland@lacity.org )
and fill out the online form - http://preservation.lacity.org/
hpoz/initial.screening.checklist to start the process. The
Preservation Plan for Hancock Park can be found at: http://
www.hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org/ or http://
preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park ). Report graffiti
sightings by calling 311 or at the City’s Anti-Graffiti Request
System: http://bit.ly/1cOXua8 and by calling Hollywood
Beautification, 323-463-5180

C U S TO M
MOSAIC
DESIGN

CREATING INSPIRED SPACES THAT MEET
ALL OF YOUR INTERIOR DESIGN NEEDS.
Italian Flair • Unique Materials • Ancient Methods

PIECES OF SOUL. ART FROM THE HEART.

Advertise in the
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Felicia Funderburk

Studied at The Orsoni Scuola Mosaici in Venice, Italy
and The Scoula Arte del Mosaico in Ravenna, Italy

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Complimentary Phone Consultation
FRAGMENTS MOSAIC STUDIO
www.fragmentsmosaic.com • 310-916-6673
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[street level]

Do You Believe in Ghosts?
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
This month the Ledger
took a look at the creepy side
of Larchmont, so we took to
the streets to ask: “Do you believe in ghosts?”
“I have a mentality of ‘I don’t
know’ on most
things. I don’t
claim to know
the workings of
the universe, so ghosts could
or could not exist.”
—Kathleen G., outside Lipson Plumbing on
Larchmont Boulevard
“I don’t because
I need to see
something to
believe it.”
—Robert G.,
outside Jamba
Juice on Larchmont Boulevard
“On an energy
level I believe
people
leave
residue. When
you check out,
it’s not over.

The energy finds a way to keep
going.”
—Richmond G., outside
Lipson Plumbing on Larchmont Boulevard
“I do. I feel like
I’ve had weird
dreams about
people hovering
over me, and
I’ve felt energy

presences.”
—Sara N., outside
Hardwear on Larchmont
Boulevard

“Yes, I do believe, because
if you believe
in something
good, there has
to be the other
side. I’ve seen video of a person, the outline silhouette of
a person, walking through
traffic.
—Claudia S., outside
Hardwear on Larchmont
Boulevard

Ebell Awards $300,000
In Scholarships
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

Students wait to receive their first disbursements at the Ebell scholarship
awards in September.

WILSHIRE—The Ebell of Los
Angeles awarded a total of
$300,000 in scholarships to
59 students from 22 campuses
within Los Angeles County in
a ceremony September 10th at
the Wilshire Ebell Theater.
Established in 1919, the
Ebell scholarship program is
open to both male and female
undergraduates of any age who
have attended an accredited
Los Angeles County college
full-time for at least a year,
have financial need, demonstrate community involvement
and have maintained a cumulative GPA of 3.25 or higher.
Students attending fouryear colleges were awarded
$5,000 scholarships and those
attending two-year colleges received $3,000.
About 100 students apply each year for Ebell scholOctober 2015

arships, which are funded
through two endowments.
Michael Okun, a former
Ebell scholarship recipient
who graduated summa cum
laude from UCLA, spoke at
the event and handed the students their first disbursements.
Following the ceremony,
students and their families were
treated to a meet and greet buffet in the Ebell Theater’s clubhouse, complete with centerpieces made of books.
“The kids could take
whichever books they wanted,” said Scholarship Chair
Donna Russell. “It was wildly
popular.”
Scholars’ majors include
Mechanical Engineering, Sociology, Kinesiology, Political
Science, Toy Design, Neuroscience and Biology, among
others.
www.larchmontledgerla.com
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[Our Bread and Butter]

Rob Menz: A Neighborhood
Financial Advisor
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Contributing Writer

Rob Menz, takes his clients’ investments personally.
After graduating from the
University of Notre Dame in
2000 with a degree in Government and International
Relations and 5 ½ years in
the Army—including stints in
Afghanistan and rising to the
rank of captain—he began a
career in finance.
He first worked as junior
partner with a Beverly Hills
firm before he struck out as an
independent financial advisor
in 2009. Since then, his business has steadily grown. The

Page 4
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Silver Lake Chamber
of Commerce honored
him as Financial Professional of the Year in
2014.
Menz says being on his own gives
him the flexibility to
build long-term relationships with clients
he couldn’t while at
a larger firm. It also
gives him the time to
stay involved in community service, and
for his wife and two
young children.
“Having the kids was a
blessing, but it created more
expenses,” he said.
Menz now follows the advice he’s given so many others:
making automatic deposits for
his son and daughter’s futures
into 529 college savings accounts.
Many say working with
Menz is like dealing with a
small shop. He’s easy to reach
and personable. He also likes
to get to know the story and
rationale behind his client’s insee MENZ page 8
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Don’t Want to Cook, Shop or Chop?
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic
Eight years ago, the Los
Feliz Ledger compiled a list of
Los Feliz and Silver Lake restaurants that delivered. Only
20 places made the list, and
if you weren’t in the mood
for Thai or pizza, you were
out of luck.
Now apps and sites have
sprung up to courier food
from pretty much everywhere.
Here’s a little-known
Silver Lake spot: Secret
Chinese Delivery. Initially,
it had no brick and mortar
location. Now it has a tiny
space of its own in the Gingergrass annex with a handful of tables.
Secret Chinese calls itself “real American Chinese,”
an accurate description since
it doesn’t taste as if it were
cooked by anyone familiar
with Asian cooking. Also, it’s a
little odd how food is brought
in through the restaurant’s
front door from a “secret” location. Takeout and delivery

by Caviar.
If you prefer home-cooked
meals, BlueApron.com delivers ingredients for three meals
for two for $60. The flavorful
dishes come with recipes, and
Din.co will do all the chopping prep work for you for $15
a serving.
Munchery
delivers
on the Westside and midWilshire and will move farther east soon. It offers a
variety of meals made fresh
daily for $10.95 to $12.95
per serving.
Nearly every Los Angeles
restaurant is on one of the following services, from humble
burrito joints to French bistros: Caviar, DoorDash or
Eat24. And if these services
don’t have what you’re craving,
Instacart will do the shopping
for you at Whole Foods, while
Postmates will pick up from
anywhere and bring you food,
fresh-pressed juice or even new
tennis shoes.

Larchmont Family Fair Showcases Non-Profits
& Community
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
LARCHMONT BOULEVARD—
In a tradition spanning over
50 years, the Larchmont Boulevard Association will hold
its annual Larchmont Family
Fair Sunday, October 25th.
Between Beverly Blvd. and
1st St., the event will have competitions, rides, food, exhibitors and
vendors for all ages. An estimated
15,000 people are expected to
attend the fair that showcases
local non-profits, including
schools, churches and temples.
Betsy Malloy, a real estate
agent with Coldwell Banker
and Dr. Tim Gogan, a dentist,
both members of the Larchmont Boulevard Association,
are the co-heads of the event
this year. Malloy has co-head-

ed the last four Larchmont
Family fairs.
“The Larchmont Fair has
always been about the kids,
the community and raising
money for the many schools
and non-profits in the area,”
said Malloy. “I am proud of
all the hard work we do each
year to make this possible.”
The Halloween-themed
fair will run from noon to
5:00 p.m. The annual costume
parade and contest will begin
at 1:00 p.m.
This year, “Larchmont
Has Talent,” hosted by Grammy-nominated music producer, Stephen Endelman will begin at 2:30 p.m. Try-outs for
the talent show are October

18th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Coldwell Banker at 251 North
Larchmont Blvd. Cash prizes
include $500 for first place.
The fair will offer rides
and games for kids of all ages,
including climbing walls,
camel rides, Zorb balls and a
video game bus. New this year
will be a pie-baking contest.
Also making its debut will be
the “Larchmont Makers Market” where eco-friendly wares
will be on display.
Details on all events and
sign ups for contests can be
found in the Larchmont
Family Fair ad in this issue
or by contacting betsy@
betsymalloy.com
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Lawsuit Filed Over City’s
“Mobility Plan”

[THE GOOD LIFE]

Oktoberfest Beers
By Tara de Lis, Ledger Columnist

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
The advocacy group Fix
the City has filed a lawsuit
against the city of Los Angeles
over its approval of the Mobility Plan 2035.
The policy—which envisions a safer Los Angeles less
reliant on cars, more dependent on buses and bicycles
and that is more pedestrian
friendly—requires vehicle lane
reductions on many major Los
Angeles streets.
The lawsuit claims that
procedural errors were made
as the plan wound its way
through city hall and that the
plan is in conflict with community plans in place and that
it is not in compliance with
the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA).
According to the lawsuit,
Fix the City argues the city used

outdated data on population
and traffic in assessing impacts
of the plan and failed to consider safety concerns of longer
emergency response times for
ambulances, fire and police.
“We are interested in
holding the city’s feet to the
fire,” said Fix the City’s Jim
O’Sullivan. [We want the
city] to follow the rules, obey
the law and have due process.”
Claire Bowin, a city planner and spokesperson for the
Mobility Plan, said she is confident the plan will hold up
legally.
“[The lawsuit] doesn’t
hold up anything,” Bowin
said. “The Mobility Plan is…
a vision of [transportation]
networks, not the projects
themselves. The policy moves
forward.”

In the spirit
of the annual
Oktoberfest
festival in Munich, many
American breweries now celebrate with releases of their
own Oktoberfest-style beers.
While people enjoy the
tradition, some are unfamiliar
with its origin. The event dates
back to the prolonged public
celebration of a Bavarian royal
wedding in the1800s, and later evolved into its current 16day format.
Though Oktoberfest 2015

itself technically ends October
4, the beers are drinkable all
through fall.
Josephs Brau Oktoberfest
is a cleverly named Germanstyle lager from the folks behind Trader Joe’s. It’s a good
introduction to this straightforward, light-style beer with
a pleasant shade of amber and
only 5.3% ABV—alcohol by
volume.
Sam Adams’ Oktoberfest
category entry has similarities to the TJ brew, with an
identical ABV, but a more or-

ACADEMY from page 1

negotiations with Fix the City
were extremely productive and
collegial and we came to an
agreement that’s great for our
project, for Fix the City and
for the neighborhood.”
Jim O’Sullivan, a board
member of Fix the City, confirmed that talks were constructive.
“We decided,” he said,
“that we had an interest in seeing if we could reach a settlement rather than a lawsuit.”
Terms of the agreement re-

findings in the project’s environmental impact report before it was approved, threatened a lawsuit.
There is a 30-day window
to file a lawsuit after city council approval, but the Academy
extended that time limit to 60
days exclusively for Fix the City.
“We were in the middle of
really great discussions, but we
just weren’t there yet,” said Bill
Kramer, managing director of
the Academy Museum. “The

ange hue. The taste also veers
sweeter and richer, thanks to
its distinct toasted malt nose.
The Sierra Nevada Oktoberfest strikes a nice balance
between bitter and sweet.
It’s a collaborative effort between the Chico-based company and Brauhaus Riegele,
a German brewery founded
in 1386. This lager clocks in
at 6% ABV.
Based in Redlands, the
Hangar 24 Oktoberfest fall
lager is well suited to fans of
IPAs—the hops are prominent without being too aggressive. However, the malted flavor is quite pleasant as
well. ABV is 5.7%.

quire the reduction of signage,
including the removal of some
banners and the positioning of
other signs so they are not visible to passing motorists. The
agreement also calls for the
establishment of a monitoring
system that will ensure that
mutually agreed upon standards for traffic, parking and
noise are met.
Although neither Kramer nor O’Sullivan revealed
specifics of the monitorsee ACADEMY page 12
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Time for an HPOZ

Crime Continues to Rise
There were 366 reported
crimes in the Ledger’s coverage
area from Aug. 16th to Sept.
15th, another significant increase over the previous month.
Of those, there was one
homicide on August 22nd in
the 3900 block of West 8th
Street, one rape on September
9th on Wilshire Boulevard
and Normandie Avenue and
two cases of arson on September 12th in the100 block of
South Gardner Street and August 17th in the 5200 block of
West Pico Boulevard.
Additionally, there were
90 cases of burglary or theft
from a vehicle, 75 cases of
theft, 54 stolen vehicles, 48
burglaries, 34 assaults, 30 robberies, 22 cases of shoplifting

Our house and the historic neighborhoods around us
mean a lot to me. They’ve been
a link to my own history and
the history of Los Angeles.
In 1948, my working class
parents were married in the
Hancock Park home of Judge
Stanley Mosk, the judge who
would soon overturn racial
covenants in the State of California allowing people of color
to move into our—and probably your—neighborhood.
I’m asking Oxford Squareians to join with us to support our efforts to protect our
beautiful neighborhood from
blight.
And if you, dear Oxford
Square reader, need more practical reasons than my romantic
visions, here are three: property values, property values,
property values.

[OXFORD SQUARE]

[CRIME BLOTTER]

and nine stolen bicycles.
Crime continued to increase in the area for the reporting period when compared to the previous month.
The largest increase was
in car-related crimes, with 22
more vehicles stolen and 32
more cases of property stolen
from vehicles.
Burglaries and assault went
down slightly when compared
with last month, while shoplifting and stolen bicycles went up
slightly and the number of robberies remained the same.
The data were compiled
using the Los Angeles Police
Department’s crime mapping
program, COMPSTAT. To
see a full list of crimes, visit
larchmontledgerla.com

By Murray Cohen, Ledger Columnist
In a previous column in
this publication, I went on
a Charles Bronson “Death
Wish” rant about a hotel that
has been operating in Oxford
Square. We’ve gotten no action even after many complaints to Building and Safety,
our Councilman and the City
Attorney.
Years ago, several of our
neighbors challenged building
permits for two other houses
that were “remodeled”—read:
demolished save one wall—as
3 unit apartments. Our complaints fell on deaf ears then,
even though this was an obvious infringement of our R-1
Zoning code.
I’ve done some further

investigation and discovered
something really frustrating—
there are no “enforceable” laws
to prevent or stop this sort of
thing. Yes, lawsuits seem to
work, but residents have to pay
for legal fees. Who has that
kind of dough to throw around?
Our only solution, it
would seem, is to create a
Historic Preservation Overlay
Zone or HPOZ. An HPOZ is
an area of Los Angeles that is
deemed to have historic, architectural, cultural or aesthetic
significance.
I love old houses. But my interest, and now obsession, only
began after we bought and restored our 1911 Arts and Crafts
bungalow in Oxford Square.

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Advance Planning
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist
At a recent
presentation
at the Griffith
Park Adult Community Club,
Forest Lawn Memorial-Parks
and Mortuaries staff used the
term “advance planning.”
It makes sense to think
ahead for one’s funeral plans,
but it is also important to
do advance planning for the
time when physical or mental
limitations start to infringe on
one’s independence—before
there are no other choices, or
when there is a crisis.
This process of planning is
often referred to as long-term
care services and supports
planning.
Most of us prefer not to
think about this need for assistance or who will provide
it. We also underestimate how
likely it is that we will need it,
and how much it will cost.
Many Americans mistakenly assume their health insurance will provide for these
expenses. However, health in-

Ehud Barak

surance does not cover these
costs unless you have a private
Long-Term Care Insurance
Policy.
Medicare covers limited
services, but is mostly related
to treatment. MediCal does
cover these types of services,
but it is according to individual income and other eligibility
requirements.
Advance planning means
doing your homework and
that could include several different actions.
Talk with friends and
grown children. Consult with
financial management people or
accountants to determine your
assets availability for the long
term. Find out about trusts and
how they can work for you.
Learn about opportunities
for hiring caregivers or personal assistants for specific tasks.
Find out what to expect from
a caregiver that is part of your
household and finally, visit facilities to find out what to expect,
and what are their features.

John Cleese

Leon Panetta

Martha Stewart

you'll remember.

night out

you'll never forget.
you've got to

be there!

Michio Kaku

Henry Paulson
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a

Platon

SERIES OF THE WESTSIDE

Sold Out Series is Finally
Expanding to the Westside.
Spend Sundays at the
SABAN Theatre in Beverly HIlls!

Become a Founding Member | www.speakersla.com | (310) 546-6222
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Ghosts of Larchmont
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
Are there ghosts? These
folks seem to think so. Here
are some locations in the
neighborhood reported to be
haunted:
The Ravenswood This apartment building near the
Wilshire Country Club was
built in 1930 for Paramount
Pictures’ stars and employees.
Mae West moved into Apartment #611 in 1932, died there
in 1980 and allegedly still occupies it. In October 1998, a
tenant of the apartment told
Los Angeles Magazine about
multiple encounters with a
“bosomy apparition” in his
apartment that he believed
was West. In 2008, while promoting his movie Ghost Town,
screenwriter John Kamps told
the website Sci Fi Wire about
his experiences with West’s
ghost at the Ravenswood. 570
N. Rossmore Ave.
Bullock’s
Wilshire/Southwestern Law School The former department store is said to
be haunted by the ghost of a girl
who died in one of the elevator
shafts. 3050 Wilshire Blvd.
LACMA LACMA is said to be
home to a couple different spir-

MENZ from page 4

vestment goals.
“Rob has always been
very careful with our money.
He knows what we want and
doesn’t go beyond it,” said Margaret Plotke, whose husband
Jerry, ran Plotke Plumbing on
Larchmont Blvd. for decades
until he recently passed away.
“In the recession, we
weathered the storm and still
have most of our holdings intact because of Rob.”
Menz also makes sure
to reach out to clients when
financial headlines indicate
gloom and doom, like when
worldwide markets recently
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its, but the two most notable are
said to reside in the former May
Company building. In 1989, a
Culver City woman was playing
cards at the department store’s
tearoom with some friends. In
the middle of the game, her
estranged husband walked up
and shot and killed her. He then
turned the gun on himself. According to an October 2010 post
on the “LACMA Unframed”
blog, museum guards and employees have reported seeing the
specters of a man and a woman
inside the old May Company
building and feeling the sensation of heavy breathing down
their necks. 5905 Wilshire Blvd.
The Original Farmers Market/The Grove Hidden between the Wood Ranch and
Umami Burger restaurants,
sits the Gilmore Adobe. Built
in 1828, this building was
once the home of the owners
of Rancho La Brea. When Arthur Gilmore bought the land
in 1880, he and his family
moved into the adobe. Today,
it is used as office space for
Farmers Market management,
but according to the website
“Ghost Hunters of Los Angeles” the spirit E. B. Gilmore
still takes up residence in the

tumbled due to instability in
markets in China.
Today’s market may be
volatile, Menz says, but it also
provides investment opportunities, especially for younger
clients.
Christina Moses, 37, of
Los Feliz, said that in the nearly three years she has worked
with Menz, her portfolio has
grown significantly.
“Rob gives me guidance
to make sure I’m achieving my
goals,” she said. “He breaks
down more complicated aspects and has helped refine my
portfolio so it’s right for someone my age.”

house he was born, lived and
died in. 6333 W. 3rd St.

State Offers Awards For Small
Businesses’ Successful “Greening”

The Alfred F. Rosenheim
Mansion Fans of American
Horror Story will recognize this
charming mansion, built in
1910 by L. A. architect Rosenheim as his own private dwelling, as the infamous “Murder
House” from the series’ first
season. Thankfully, the Rubber
Man never actually lived here.
1120 Westchester Place

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

Tom Bergin’s According to
GHOULA the landmark L.
A. bar that inspired Cheers is
haunted by two ghosts: A female apparition who will walk
through the bar area before
vanishing, and a male ghost
who appears and disappears
near the restaurant’s fireplace.
840 S. Fairfax Ave.

Now is the time for local
small businesses to enter the 6th
annual “CoolCalifornia Small
Business Awards” program.
The awards are sponsored by CoolCalifornia.org,
a collaboration between state
agencies, universities and nonprofits dedicated to be a “onestop-shop” for Californians to
find quick, easy-to-use and reliable tools to save money and
reduce their impact on the climate.
The awards, which recognize small businesses for exemplary environmental leadership, are divided into two
categories.
The “Business of the Year”

award is bestowed upon small
businesses that take significant
actions to reduce their climate
impacts and can demonstrate
measurable greenhouse gas
emission reductions.
The “Climate Leader”
award is given to small businesses that have reduced their
climate impacts and can describe specific actions taken.
Applications are being
accepted through November
2nd. Winners will be announced in January and an
awards ceremony will be held
in Sacramento in February.
Eligibility rules and more details can be found at coolcalifornia.org.

SETTING THE
STANDARD
IN

RESIDENTIAL SECURITY
24/7 Armed Patrol & Response
LIMITED OFFER:
FIRST MONTH FREE
FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS
IN THE MID-WILSHIRE AREA.
MENTION THIS AD
TO FIND OUT MORE.

• Locally owned & operated by
retired LAPD Supervisors
• Manned by active off-duty licensed
law enforcement officers
• 24-7 direct contact with patrol
officer who never leaves the area
• Responds to all alarm monitoring
companies

Protecting Los Angeles Neighborhoods Since 1991
Call us today (866) 357-1772 • www.ssa-securitygroup.com

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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[HOUSE & HOLMES]

What’s Going On With 90020?

The Case of the Disappearing Wi-Fi

By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

There were 42 single-family homes sold in The Ledger’s
coverage area this August, a
slight decrease from the 50
homes sold in July, according
to Core Logic, a real estate
data analysis firm based in La
Jolla, CA.
For the third consecutive
month, the 90019 zip code
had the most activity with 18
homes sold in August at a median price of $737,000 a 9.6%
decrease from the same time
last year.
The 90004 zip code had
13 home sales at a median
price of $1.73 million, up over
50% from August of last year,
and nine homes sold in the
La Brea-Wilshire area, with
the median price up 17.3% to
$1.49 million.
Only two homes sold in
Hancock Park’s 90020 zip code.

I have it on good authority that when our duplex was
built in 1926, there was no
cable television or Wi-Fi, but
there was some form of phone
service.
I’m not sure whether we
had one of those “party lines”
where everyone listened in on
everyone else’s phone calls—
see “Pillow Talk” or any Howard Hawks film—but by the
mid-twenties most people had
a phone and that brand new
device called the “radio.”
But it’s a tough issue installing Wi-Fi in an old house
with thick stucco on the outside and plaster walls on the
inside.
We changed internet providers and now we have an installer that visits so frequently
that we know him by name.
Carlos pretty much stops

October 2015

A unique three-story, 5400 square foot, Cape Cod-style Hancock Park home built
in 1914, sold this month for $3.01 million. Lisa Hutchins with Coldwell Banker represented the seller in the transaction.

According
to
Lisa
Hutchins, a Larchmont area
realtor with Coldwell Banker,
90020’s low number of sales
does not indicate a bad market, but a popular neighborhood.

“There’s really low inventory,” she said. “There were
nine offers on the last property
that became available.”
For those two homes sold,
the median price fluctuated
see REAL ESTATE page 12

www.larchmontledgerla.com

by every month to face our
latest challenge—whether it’s
trying to boost a signal, replace a modem, or somehow
allow broadband to penetrate
through heavy plaster walls.
The good news is that
we think that we have finally achieved “THC”—Total
Home Coverage. We celebrated by streaming Netflix, HBO
GO! and Amazon Prime from
every room.
Then it happened—without warning—no television,
no Wi-Fi, no connection.
This was super bad timing because my wife was home
sick and how was she to get
healthy without being able to
watch The Lego Movie for the
52nd time and gain strength
from its healing powers?
What to do?

see HOLMES page 12
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“Frank Gehry” at the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art:
A Career in Focus
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

Wilshire’s Last House Standing
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
WILSHIRE BOULEVARD—
Driving Wilshire, heading
into the heart of Koreatown,
one might experience a brief
moment of temporal displacement when passing 4016
Wilshire Blvd.
There stands a charming,
non-descript white house built
in a classic turn-of-the lastcentury style.
This nearly century old
house is believed to be the
only house still standing on
Los Angeles’ famed Wilshire
Boulevard—all 16 miles of
it—that stretches from downtown to the beach.
In the late 19th and early
20th centuries, back before
film became the area’s key
export and Los Angeles was

Frank Gehry’s model of Walt Disney Hall is just one of 65 models on exhibit in
“Frank Gehry,” a retrospective that spans the career of the renowned architect
at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.

Frank Gehry’s remarkable
achievements come into sharp
focus at the recently opened
Los Angeles County Museum
of Art’s retrospective, “Frank
Gehry.”
Organized originally by
the Centre Pompidou, Paris,
the exhibition uses Gehry’s
drawings, architectural models and his own words to create
a museum-sized portrait of his
life’s work.
More than 65 models are
on display throughout the
exhibition depicting finished
and un-built commissions.
A major addition to this
exhibit that was not seen in
the Pompidou show is an entire gallery devoted to his
current in-progress projects,
including a proposed megadevelopment at Sunset and
Crescent Heights Boulevards.
Each of Gehry’s greatest hits is documented, some
from inception to realization.
Influential designs include his
personal residence in Santa
Monica—for which he uti-

lized unexpected materials like
chain link fencing, corrugated
metal and plywood—the
Guggenheim Museum Bilbao,
and Seattle’s Experience Music
Project.
Gehry’s change in style
after embracing digital design
tools is revealed in two models for the Walt Disney Concert Hall. The first model was
the competition winner—a
copper and glass design that
would have been a statement
building.
But it pales in comparison
to the exulting curves of the
later design, its shiny stainless
steel-clad exteriors made possible by his use of computer
modeling.
“Frank Gehry” demonstrates how far the architect
has come in transforming
steel, glass, concrete and other inert materials into visual
poetry.
“Frank Gehry”, at LACMA,
now through March 20,
2016, lacma.org

still a farming and oil town,
the city’s elites built their
homes on Wilshire, including
The Gettys, Los Angeles Times
publisher General Harrison
Gray Otis, department store
founder John G. Bullock and
agriculture magnate Edwin
Tobias Earl.
4016 Wilshire—between
Wilton Place and Van Ness
Avenue—was built in 1918,
one of the last on the boulevard before the Roaring
Twenties came into play and
Wilshire was commercialized.
In 1925, Elmer James
Neville, a Harvard educated
real estate developer from Nebraska bought the property.
According to his relatives, he
lived there with his wife and

five children until around
1932.
However, family descendants say, rather than selling
the property, the Neville family took advantage of the new
commercial zoning in that
section of Wilshire and began
renting the house to tenants.
Ninety years later, the
see LAST HOUSE page 13

HERE ARE THE CURRENT TOP 5 REASONS
WHY IT MIGHT BE A GOOD TIME TO SELL YOUR HOME NOW:
“Hancock Park is such a beautiful and vibrant neighborhood with great schools and amenities. It is a
very sought after neighborhood for buyers. According to the MLS, the average sale price in Hancock
Park-Mid Wilshire Single Family homes was $2,112,060 in Aug 2015*”

1.

Inventory is low.

By combining low inventory and increasing demand from buyers, you may get
more for your home than you think.

2.

Mortgage rates are still very low.

3.

Higher interest rates are expected soon.

4.

This is another motivation for buyers and sellers to lock into a great loan program
now. Also the money you take away from your sale now will go farther in financing
another home.
Since mortgage rates are currently low, more buyers are expected to enter the
market.

Rising rents in Los Angeles are motivating tenants to make the leap into
home ownership.
There is a tipping point for renters when their rents continually rise. It just starts to
make more sense to buy a home.

5.

If you’re thinking of waiting because you might get more money in the
future, it might not be the case.

You should compare your “holding costs” to a potential future sale. Holding costs
are what you pay currently to run your home, taxes, maintenance, etc. What your paying
to run the home may be costing you more then what you might think you’ll gain if you
wait to sell your home in the future.
“Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly if you wish to discuss further.”

Kat Nitsou
310.999.9080
kat.nitsou@sothebyshomes.com
katnitsouhomes.com
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. * Data per MLS for the dates ranging from 8.1.15-8.31.15 for Single Family Homes
for the areas of Hancock Park-Mid Whilshire. Kat Nitsou’s CALbre# 01945098

Betsy Malloy
Mastering the Art of the Deal
One of Los Angeles most Dedicated
Real Estate Brokers
Betsy Malloy
(323) 806-0203

betsy@betsymalloy.com

251 N. Larchmont Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90004
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FOR SALE

JUST SOLD
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1312 LAVETA TERR. 90026
Spanish - Can be used as 2/1 and 1/1 $749K

Clint got us WAY more
than we expected.
— Jim C.

1618-1620 SILVER LAKE BLVD. 90026
Multiple Offers - Well Over Asking

JUST SOLD
SE E
U
D K
XE R LA
I
M VE
SIL

FOR LEASE

Clint’s team understands
investment real estate and
our local market the most.
— Adam S.

614 N. HOOVER ST. 90004
Multiple Offers - Over Asking

IL E
TA LAK
E
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V
SIL

614 N. HOOVER ST.
Type 20 Off-sales Beer and Wine License Divisible Space (rendering)

UNDER MANAGEMENT

This is our 10th property
to be managed by Clint’s
team.
— Greg W.

TS
NI ARK
U
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SUTHERLAND ST., ECHO PARK 90026
Repeat Customer

FOR LEASE
L
AI OCK
T
RE LE R
G
EA

COLORADO BLVD. 90041
Great Corner Location (rendering)

Call (323) 668-7500 x222 for a FREE Property Valuation and Analysis

Looking for an apartment?

We can help! Leasing@clintlukensrealty.com

4427 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90029
(323) 668-7500 ph (323) 668-7501 fx
clukens@clintlukensrealty.com
www.ClintLukensRealty.com
BRE Lic #01367014
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[A DOG’S LIFE]

Running with Your Dog
By Jennifer Clark, Ledger Columnist
Running with
your dog not
only provides health benefits,
it can also strengthen your
bond. However, there are
many factors to consider before training with your dog.
First, make sure your dog
has a clean bill of health. Dogs
should be current on all vaccinations and have a general
physical before starting any
new exercise program.
Remember that dogs are
at our mercy when they run
with us. They aim to please
their owner, which means
they will run until we decide
to take a break, even if their
energy is depleted.
It’s important to schedule
breaks throughout your run.
Dogs need water breaks at
least every forty-five minutes.
And they need a high protein
treat if they’re running longer
than that.
Be sure you know the signs
of dehydration, which include

FOR SALE
309 N. Bronson
Complete Renovation
$1,299,000

sagging skin, vomiting, diarrhea, lack of appetite, lethargy,
rapid heart rate and collapse.
Also, wait until dogs are
fully grown before starting
them on any running programs.
Growth plates—soft areas of
immature bone in younger
dogs—can be injured or fractured by high impact activities.
Recovery should include
water and lots of rest. Older
dogs might benefit from jointeasing supplements. And all
dogs should wait about an
hour before eating after completing a run.
Are you and your dog
ready to run? Mark your calendars for the Strut Your
Mutt 5K/walk hosted by Best
Friends Animal Society on
October 10th taking place at
Exposition Park.
All proceeds go towards
Best Friends Animal Society and local animal welfare
groups. For more information,
visit strutyourmutt.org.

ACADEMY from page 6

REAL ESTATE from page 9

HOLMES from page 9

ing system, both believe the
Academy and Fix the City
have come up with a plan
that may prove to be a model
for future developments on
the Miracle Mile.
“It could totally revolutionize how traffic is looked
at and how parking is looked
at and how they are dealt
with going forward,” said
O’Sullivan.
Kramer
acknowledged
the need to be responsive to
the changing landscape of
Wilshire Boulevard.
“Our neighborhood is
extremely dynamic in terms
of construction projects,” he
said, “so monitoring is about
not just one project but how
things are moving in an area
and impacting an area.”
With the threat of a lawsuit behind them, and permits
in hand, the Academy began
construction on the Museum
in mid-September.
“We are thrilled with the
amount of support that we have
received from our neighbors
and we are committed to creating a project that enhances the
community,” Kramer said.
The museum, designed
by renowned architect, Renzo
Piano, is expected to open in
late 2017.

wildly to $3.69 million—up
over 115% from August of last
year. In July, the zip code was
down 74% from the previous
year.
But
according
to
Hutchins, these numbers can
be deceiving when so few
homes have been sold in such
a diverse area.
“The neighborhood is so
unique in the different types
of houses available. The price
points really vary,” she said.
Meanwhile, condo prices
were down from last August
in all areas except Lafayette
Square, which saw an increase
of over 75% to $715,000 in
median price for its three condos sold.
Ten condos sold in the
90020 zip code, but the median price for those decreased
over 30% from a year ago to
$290,000.
Hancock Park’s 90004
area code and La Brea-Wilshire
saw fewer condo sales in August—seven and one, respectively—with both decreasing
more than 10% in median
price to $550,000 in 90004
and $480,000 in 90036.
There were a total of 21
condos sold in our coverage
area this August.

Luckily, I reached my
friend Dave on the golf
course. Dave is a pro—I mean
a professional contractor who
knows everything about old
houses.
He can figure out a problem while lining up a putt, Instagramming his construction
crew, and having his assistant
set up a date for drinks with
a beautiful client in need of a
kitchen makeover.
“Didn’t someone move
into the other side of your duplex?” asked Dave skillfully,
yet cautiously.
I answered, “Yes.”
“Their cable guy cut your
wire.”
I sent my sick wife over
to infect the cable guy and accuse him of killing our wire.
He denied it at first, but then
realized that because we are a
duplex we share lines, and indeed, he had stolen ours.
He found another line,
re-patched, and said to be sure
and blame the neighbors if
ours didn’t work.
Another mystery solved,
thus once again proving my
motto about home improvement: “If I can’t fix it—and I
know that I can’t—my friend
Dave can.”

FOR SALE
320 S. Ardmore #318
1 bedroom renovated
$278,000

(323) 810-7935
www.eileenlanza.com
eileenlanza@me.com
Larchmont Homeowner

Larchmont’s Choice!

CAL BRE # 01393915

The Dancing Realtor

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY
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LAST HOUSE from page 10

property remains in the hands
of the Neville Family Trust,
overseen by E. J. Neville’s
granddaughter Diana Neville
Lucas.
According to Lucas, the
house has seen its share of colorful tenants. She said it’s been
home to a real estate firm, a
bookstore and USC architecture students who both studied and made repairs to the
home’s aging infrastructure.
She also said various artists, actors and writers have
lived at the location, all trying
to make their way in Hollywood.
She also claims the house
is haunted.
“Everybody says [the
ghost is] a Spaniard, a sailor
and he won’t let you open the
door sometimes,” Lucas said.
These days, the house is
mostly vacant. Neville fam-

ily members, who live outside
of Los Angeles, have on occasion temporarily taken up
residence in the house while
in town. Lucas, who grew up
in the Larchmont area and attended Marlborough School,
now lives with her family in
Huntsville, Alabama, but said
she always checks in on the
house when she’s in town.
Currently, according to
Lucas, the family is negotiating a deal with a local church
to use the building.
But despite attempts in
the past by the Los Angeles
Unified School District and
other organizations to buy
the property, the Neville family has no intention of selling
their family heirloom. As they
say, it’s a part of family and local history.
“Although I never lived at
4016, I still love it. It’s a family
place,” Lucas said.

RENTS from page 1

Los Angeles renters spend
48.9% of their income on
housing. This makes Los
Angeles the least affordable city in the country for
a renter.
HUD guidelines define
50% or more of income spent
on housing as a “severe burden,” which can make it difficult for consumers to afford
other basic needs.
According to Zillow
data for July 2015, in the
Mid-Wilshire area—defined
by Zillow as Hancock Park,
Windsor Square and Larchmont Village—the median
monthly rental price hovered at $4,663 per month.
In Los Feliz, the median
rental price was $4,302,
while Silver Lake checked
in with an average of $3,272
per month.
If one uses the HUD
definition of affordability, one
would need to earn an income
of $186,520 to affordably rent
in the Mid-Wilshire area and
$172,080 in Los Feliz.
All of these neighborhoods are in Los Angeles City
Council District 4 under the
watch of newly elected councilmember David Ryu.
“Unless you make a very

high salary…there is probably no place in Council District 4 that a person would
spend 30% or less of their
income [on rental housing,]”
said Tara Bannister, a housing expert and consultant
who formerly served as the
executive director of the
California Apartment Association. “Council District
4 has the highest number
of renters of any of the 15
council districts…and as a
whole, the highest median
rental price.”
Ellie Hernandez, a Los
Feliz-based real estate agent
with The Rental Girl, said she
has seen the reaction to the
area’s high rates from clients
who come from less expensive
cities or who have lived in the
same Los Angeles rental for
many years
“I’d say they are shocked,”
said Hernandez.
And because the real estate market is currently favoring sellers over buyers, some
homeowners who had second
homes and used them for rental income are now asking tenants to move out to cash in on
the market.
Despite high median prices for rentals, the competition
among renters can be fierce.

“Most [property] owners have multiple applicants
to choose from,” said Hernandez. Consequently, she
said, some renters offer to
pay a higher amount, bigger
deposits or to pay rents upfront to be more attractive to
a landlord.
Although some new developments do offer affordable
housing as part of their permitting with the city, Bannister said that building our way
out of the problem is not the
end-all solution, as most new
construction is aimed at the
luxury market.
Bannister said that since
2008, there has been a trend
of renters “doubling or even
tripling up” as roommates to
meet the rent.
Hernandez
confirmed
this trend and estimated about
35% of her clientele employs
this strategy.
Unfortunately, Bannister
does not see the situation easing, as there is no incentive to
offer more affordable housing
when the demand far outstrips
the supply.
“The demand is everlasting…and [Los Angeles] is
behind in creating enough
units,” she said. “We can’t
catch up.”

WE
NOW OFFER
SOLAR!

We offer a full service residential
& commercial roofer and leak specialist.
Free estimates and senior discounts.
Since 1942  State License 386172
1015 North Gower St.  Hollywood, CA 90038
(323) 469-2981  Fax (323) 469-5044
www. supremeroofing.net
October 2015

www.larchmontledgerla.com

HEARTH & HOME Page 13

Larchmont Ledger

2015 School Guide
Compiled by Rita Mauceri
Ledger Contributing Writer
This parents’ primer was
compiled using information
from schools, their websites
and LAUSD.net. The list is
comprised of elementary and
secondary schools in Larchmont, Hollywood, Los Feliz,
Silver Lake and surrounding
neighborhoods, but is not
meant to be exhaustive.
All API (Academic Performance Index) scores listed
here are from 2013. The API
previously served as a measure of academic performance
year to year, but is no longer
being used by California public schools. Historically, the
state’s goal for schools was 800
or above on a scale of 200 to
1,000. Tuitions listed for private schools are for the current
(2015-16) academic year.
Brawerman Elementary
School of Wilshire
Boulevard Temple
3663 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90010
(213) 388-2401
brawerman.org
Grades: K-6
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $19,500 per year plus

October 8

school fees. Tuition for nonTemple members is $22,500.
Tours: 9:30am on October 15,
October 27, November 19,
December 9

October 15

Brawerman Elementary
balances topnotch academics
with a Judaic curriculum.
Their website states: “Our
school is a family connected
by the values we share.”
Communication, courage,
compassion, competence, and
critical thinking are all part
of the school’s core values.
Brawerman’s Wilshire location
(there is a second on Olympic
Blvd.) includes newly-designed
classrooms and recreation
facilities, along with an historic
sanctuary and family center.

November 6
December 4
TO RSVP
Please contact the Admissions Office at
(310) 838-2442 or info@echohorizon.org
3430 McManus Avenue • Culver City, CA 90232 • www.echohorizon.org

Bilingual curriculum from preschool through 12th grade
www.internationalschool.la

Bilingual
Diverse

Weekly Tours

Come visit us and learn more!

Burbank
Page 14 2015 SCHOOL GUIDE

Los Feliz

Orange County
www.larchmontledgerla.com

Pasadena

West Valley
October 2015
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Campbell Hall
4533 Laurel Canyon Blvd.
North Hollywood, CA 91607
(818) 980–7280
campbellhall.org
Grades: K-12
Student body: 1,115
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $29,200-$34,400
Tours: Tours are offered
throughout the fall. Elementary
Open Houses are October 24,
2015 and January 9, 2016. Open
Houses for grades 7-12 are on
September 26 and November
7, 2015. Contact Admissions
at (818) 505-5316 for more
information.
Campbell Hall is a college
preparatory Episcopal
day school that combines
technological sophistication
with a strong sense of
community and enthusiasm
for the arts, sciences and
communications. The academic
program is structured and
challenging.

Chandler School
1005 Armada Dr.
Pasadena, CA 91103
(626) 795-9314 x177
chandlerschool.org
Grades: K-8
Student body: 450

Public or private: Private
Tuition: $21,370-$23,175
Tours: By appointment October
through January, after an
application is received.
Chandler School is an
independent, coeducational K-8
school with a mission to provide
students with the highest
quality and most academically
challenging education in a
nurturing, balanced and diverse
environment.

Children’s Community
School
14702 Sylvan St.
Van Nuys, CA 91411
(818) 780-6226
ccsteaches.org
Grades: K-6
Student body: 115
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $26,528 per student,
plus additional fees. CCS has a
vigorous Financial Aid program
based on need.
Tours: Tours of CCS begin in
the Fall and applications are
available online or picking up
one at a tour. Applications can
be submitted any time before
the deadline (January 22,
2016). The 2015 Open House is
November 21st from 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. for parents only and

requires a reservation.
Children’s Community School
is a small, progressive school
dedicated to teaching children
to think for themselves,
collaborate successfully with
others, and take responsibility
for their own education.

Citizens of the World
Charter Schools
citizensoftheworld.org
Grades: K-8
Student body: 770
Public or private: Public Charter
(API 847)

(323) 462-2840
cwcsilverlake.org

academic year is $25,215.
Additional fees apply.

South Campus (Grades: 2-4)
5620 DeLongpre Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90028
(323) 464-4063
cwcsilverlake.org

Tours: October 15, November 6,
December 4 from 8:45-10:30am.
Echo Horizon is a unique
learning center based in
Culver City. Established more
than 30 years ago to educate
and integrate deaf and hardof-hearing children (DHH),
Echo Horizon today offers
“a mainstream environment
in which DHH children can
work and learn alongside
hearing peers.” The ratio of
DHH students to hearing
students is around 10% and
the school has been nationally
recognized for its ability to
“leverage technology that
optimizes and creates multidimensional learning.” With a
steady emphasis on character,
emotional growth, and social
responsibility, Echo Horizon
offers a nurturing environment

Citizens of the World Charter
has two locations: in Hollywood
and Silver Lake. Opened in 2010,
CWC now serves over 700 K-8
students. Their mission is to
create high-achieving schools
for a diverse community of
students.

Echo Horizon

CWC Hollywood
1316 N. Bronson Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90028
(323) 464-4292
cwchollywood.org

3430 McManus Ave.
Culver City, CA 90232
(310) 838-2442
echohorizon.org
Grades: Preschool–6th Grade
Public or private: Private
Tuition: Pre-K for the current
school year is $19,000. K-6
tuition for the 2015-2016

CWC Silver Lake
North Campus (Grades: K-1)
5616 Carlton Way
Los Angeles, CA 90028

625 S. St. Andrews Place • Los Angeles

(213) 382-2315 ext. 255

Our focus on

S.T.E.A.M.

(science, technology, arts
engineering, and math)

is just one way that St. James’
prepares students for success!

Continued next page

admission@sjsla.org

JOIN US!
AT A PRESCHOOL OR K–6

ADMISSION OPEN HOUSE

FIND OUT MORE & SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT ONLINE AT SJSLA.ORG/LGR

October 2015
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dedicated to diversity.

Episcopal School of Los
Angeles
6325 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90038
(323) 462-3752
episcopalschoolsoflosangeles.
wordpress.com
Grades: 6-12
Public or private: Private
Open Houses: October 10,
October 25, November 14,
December 13, January 9. Check
the website for further details.
With a student-to-faculty ratio
of 4:1 and an average class
size of 11 the Episcopal School
offers individualized attention
for its kids. Athletics include:
squash, basketball, distance
running, lacrosse, and more.
In the heart of Hollywood,
children can learn and enjoy
sports, extra-curricular
activities, a state-of-the-art
recording studio, iPads for all
students, and even an extensive
Robotics program.

Flintridge Preparatory
Academy
4543 Crown Ave.
La Cañada, CA 91011
(818) 790-1178
flintridgeprep.org
Grades: 7-12
Student body: 489
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $32,250-$33,200
Tours: Individual and group
tours are held in the fall and
spring of each year. Tours are
given on weekday mornings

and afternoons between 8:20
a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Call the
Admissions Office at (818) 9495514 to schedule. This year’s
Open House: December 6th
from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Shadow visits are available
from January to March.

See where love of learning lives.

The school offers a broad liberal
arts-based education for young
men and women in grades 7-12,
a small class size and a studentfaculty ratio of 8-1. Campus
life is rich with opportunities
for students to participate in
leadership, play on CIF-ranked
athletic teams and take part
in a variety of visual and
performing arts.

Grand Arts High School
450 N. Grand Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
(213) 217-8600
central-lausd-ca.schoolloop.com
Grades: 9-12
Student body: 1,700
Public or private: Public (API
737)
Tours: Tours begin in early
December. Call the school for a
schedule.
Grand Arts High School
(formerly known as Ramón C.
Cortines School of Visual and
Performing Arts) is a state-ofthe-art $232 million high school
located in downtown Los
Angeles. The 9.8-acre campus
is a public school architectural
wonder, consistently listed
among the top 10 worldwide
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To visit the outstanding,
newly renovated facilities
on our historic campus,
contact: Peggy Davis,
pdavis@brawerman.org
2015 PROSPECTIVE
PARENT TOURS
Thursday, October 15
Tuesday, October 27
Thursday, November 19
Wednesday, December 9

Advertise in the Larchmont

www.larchmontledgerla.com

brawerman
elementary
school east

of Wilshire Boulevard Temple

3663 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90010
www.brawerman.org/east

Ledger (323) 644-5536

October 2015
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with a conical library; 927-seat
professional concert hall with
Broadway-sized proscenium
stage and orchestra pit; a 250seat black box theatre; outdoor
amphitheatre; professional
scene shop; photography and
broadcast studios; multiple
science and computer labs;
specialized spaces equipped for
art, music, and theatre classes;
and four dance studios.

Harvard-Westlake
Harvard-Westlake Middle
School (Grades 7-9)
700 North Faring Rd.
Los Angeles, CA 90077
(310) 274-7281
Harvard-Westlake Upper School
(Grades 10-12):
3700 Coldwater Canyon
North Hollywood, CA 91604
(818) 980-6692
hw.com
Grades: 7-12
Student body: 1,596
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $34,700, plus a new
student fee of $2,000
Tours: All applicant families can
tour the Middle School during a
weekday interview (applicants
for 7th grade) or during one
of the Family Visiting Days
(applicants for 9th grade). There
are also Weekday Coffees at
the Middle School and Upper
School campuses. Contact
the Admissions Office for
reservations.
Harvard-Westlake ranks among
the top high schools in the U.S.
in number of National Merit
Semifinalists. The student to
faculty ratio is 8:1 and average
class size is 16.

Hollywood Schoolhouse
1233 North McCadden Pl.
Los Angeles, CA 90038
(323) 465-1320
hollywoodschoolhouse.org
Grades: Pre K-6
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $15,101-$18,366, plus
New Student and Enrollment
fees, and additional fees based
on grade.

October 2015

The school’s mission is to
nurture the whole child within a
diverse community, combining
challenging academics with
creative learning, where each
child is known, encouraged, and
valued.

Immaculate Heart High
School & Middle School
5515 Franklin Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90028
(323) 461-3651
immaculateheart.org
Grades: 6-12
Student body: 701
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $14,600 plus fees
Tours: “Academic Playday” for
8th graders November 21st 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. General Open
House at 1:00 p.m. December
6th. Contact the director of
Admissions to schedule a halfday Shadow day.

815 N. El Centro Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90038
(323) 836-0860
Selma (Grades 4-8)
6611 Selma Ave.
Los Angeles 90028
(323) 871-4000
La Fayette Park Place (Grades
6-10)
2801 W. 6th St.
Los Angeles, CA 90057
(213) 867-6300

Larchmont Charter School is
a continuous K-12 program
situated on four campuses.
It offers a project-based,
constructivist curriculum
within a public school setting
and seeks to provide a socioeconomically, culturally and
racially diverse community of
students. It also participates in
the Edible Schoolyard program,
one of only a handful of schools
nationwide to be handpicked
by Chez Panisse chef Alice

Waters. Admission is by lottery.
Applications available in
October and the lottery is held
in February.

Los Angeles County High
School for the Arts
LACHSA (Building #20)
5151 State University Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90032
(323) 343-2550
lachsa.net
Grades: 9-12

Continued next page

A Los Feliz fixture since 1906,
Immaculate Heart’s challenging
academic curriculum includes
17 Advanced Placement
courses, 14 honors classes, and
50 UC and Cal-State-approved
elective courses. The school’s
competitive sports program
fields teams in basketball, cross
country, diving, equestrian,
soccer, softball, swimming,
tennis, track and volleyball. The
Visual and Performing Arts
Department features an
annual art exhibit, choral
performances, theatrical
productions and a dance
troupe.

Larchmont Charter Schools
larchmontcharter.org
Grades: K-10
Public or private: Public (API
Scores: 908-931)
Tours: Tours take place during
fall and winter. Please refer to
the website to register for an
upcoming tour.
Four Campuses:
Fairfax (Grades K-3)
1265 N. Fairfax St.
West Hollywood, CA 90046
(323) 656-6418
Hollygrove (Grades K-5)

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Student body: 600
Public or private: Public
Recognized as one of the
premier public arts high school
in the U.S. students must meet
minimum academic, attendance
and behavior standards and
audition for acceptance into
one of five departments:
Cinematic Arts, Dance, Music
(vocal and instrumental),
Theatre or Visual Arts. Each
department selects its own
students through a juried
audition or portfolio review
process.

Los Feliz Charter School for
the Arts
2709 Media Center Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90065
(323) 539-2810
losfelizarts.org
Grades: K-6
Student body: 483
Public or private:
Public (API 836)
This parent-initiated,
innovative, public elementary
school serves a socioeconomically, ethnically and
linguistically diverse student
population. LFCSA seeks
to provide a high-quality
education that embraces
learning in and through the
arts. Enrollment is decided by
a public random drawing in
the spring for the following
academic year. To participate,
a family must complete and
submit the application form.

Loyola High School
1901 Venice Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90006
(213) 381-5121
loyolahs.edu
Grades: 9-12
Student body: 1,293
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $18,700 plus additional
fees
Loyola is a Catholic college
preparatory school for young
men who represent the racial,
ethnic and socioeconomic
diversity of greater Los Angeles.
Founded in 1865, Loyola is
committed to the development
of the whole person, through
a challenging educational
experience of academic,
co-curricular and religious
opportunities.

Lycee International of Los
Angeles (LILA)
lilaschool.com
Grades: Preschool-12
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $14,800-$17,700
Los Feliz
4155 Russell Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
(323) 665-4526
Grades: Preschool-5
Student body: 313
Pasadena
30 N. Marion Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91106
Grades: Preschool-5
Student body: 146
Burbank
1105 W. Riverside Dr.
Burbank, CA 91506
(818) 900-1895
Grades: 6-12
Student body: 263
A bilingual French-American
school, LILA is committed to

academic excellence in an
intimate and international
environment that encourages
personal initiative, creativity
and curiosity. Students are
challenged through a rigorous
and well-balanced bilingual
curriculum.

Marlborough School
250 South Rossmore Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90004
(323) 935-1147
marlboroughschool.org
Grades: 7-12
Student body: 530
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $36,365
Tours: Open House October
10th for grades 7-8 and
November 21st for grades
7-11 (reservations required).
An interview and school tour
is required of all applicants.
Shadow days are also available
by reservation.
Marlborough is an independent,
urban day school for young
women in Hancock Park. Its
staff is committed to delivering
a superior college preparatory
education in an environment
imbued with high ethical
values. Over 30 athletic teams
and a state-of-the-art facility
help to create an inspirational
and high-achieving atmosphere.

Notre Dame High School
13645 Riverside Dr.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
(818) 933-3600
ndhs.org
Grades: 9-12
Student body: 1,205
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $14,050, plus an annual
registration fee of $600 and
technology fee of $600. Books
and uniforms are not included.
Tour: 8th Grade visit Day
December 4th

students and activities
Tours: At the elementary
campus, there are six
Prospective Parent Mornings
from September to December.
At the secondary campus, there
are two Prospective Parent
Events, one on a weekday
evening and one on a Saturday
morning. You must complete
an online inquiry to register to
attend a Prospective Parent
Event.
Oakwood Elementary School
11230 Moorpark St.
North Hollywood, CA 91602
(818) 752-4444
Oakwood Secondary School
11600 Magnolia Blvd.
North Hollywood, CA 91601
(818) 752-4400
Oakwood School is a
coeducational, K-12
independent day school
founded in 1951 by parents
who wanted to provide their
children with an educational
experience rich in the arts,
sciences, and humanities and
challenging to their creative
and intellectual capacities.

Our Mother of Good Counsel
School
4622 Ambrose Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
(323) 664-2131
omgcschool.org
Grades: K-8
Student body: 140
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $4,983 per year for
parishioners. $5,635 for nonparishioners.
A fixture in the heart of Los
Feliz, Our Mother of Good
Counsel School sits at the

corner of Hillhurst and
Ambrose Avenues. The Catholic,
coeducational elementary
school educates with an
emphasis on Christian values.

Page Private School
565 N. Larchmont Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90004
(323) 463-5118
pageschool.com
Grades: Preschool-8
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $16,005 plus additional
school fees
Established over 100 years ago,
Page is a non-sectarian, co-ed
school nestled in the heart of
Larchmont. Page welcomes kids
from preschool age through
middle school and provides
“a nurturing environment for
the individual child so that
educational and social growth
skills are able to develop to
their full potential.” The school
works to promote a positive
self-image, leadership, and
resourcefulness. Their motto:
“Growth with Honor.”

that emphasizes the mastery of
fundamental skills and critical
thinking at all levels.

St. James’ Episcopal Day
School
625 South St. Andrews Pl.
Los Angeles, CA 90005
(213) 382-2315 x255
sjsla.org
Grades: Pre K-6
Student body: 360
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $15,690 (Preschool),
$16,830 (Junior Kindergarten),
$20,260 (Kindergarten through
sixth grade)
Tours: Open Houses are held
throughout the fall. Call to
RSVP.
Grounded in traditional
methods, St. James prepares
bright and capable students
for the best secondary schools
in Los Angeles. The St. James
curriculum incorporates
independent critical thinking
with basic skills to develop
students for the challenges of
the 21st century.

Pilgrim School
540 South Commonwealth Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90020
(213) 385-7351
pilgrim-school.org
Grades: Pre-K-12
Student body: 303
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $18,000-$29,920,
plus additional fees for new
students
A division of the First
Congregational Church of
Los Angeles, Pilgrim School is
an ethnically and culturally
diverse, coeducational day
school offering a traditional
college preparatory curriculum

St. Brendan Catholic School
238 S. Manhattan Pl.
Los Angeles, CA 90004
(213) 382-7401
stbrendanschool.com
Grades: K-8
Student body: 300
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $535 per month for
parishioners. $680 per month
for non-parishioners.
Tours: Tours are offered on the
first Thursday of each month.
Call for an appointment. Open
House is January 31st 11:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m.
St. Brendan is a Catholic

A Catholic, coeducational
secondary school offering a
college preparatory curriculum
with honors and advanced
placement courses in art,
English, foreign languages,
mathematics, science and
social studies.

The Oaks School
6817 Franklin Ave.
Hollywood, CA 90028
(323) 850-3755
oaksschool.org
Grades: K-6
Student body: 149
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $22,563 plus additional
fees for new students
Tours: Tours are held Thursday
mornings at 10 a.m. beginning
September 17th. Reservation
required.
The Oaks is a developmental
elementary school with
a curriculum designed to
promote intellectual, artistic,
social, emotional and physical
growth. Small class size and
flexible teaching strategies
address each child’s unique
learning style and personal
development.

Daily tours
at 9:00 AM
or by
appointment.

Excursiones
diarias a las
9:00 AM o con
cita previa.

Oakwood School
oakwoodschool.org
Grades: K-12
Student body: 765
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $30,880-$36,200,
plus additional fees for new
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elementary program
that provides a concrete
environment for the
development of Christian
values along with an
academically challenging
curriculum. Registration for
the 2016-2017 academic year is
January 31st through February
12th. Applicant testing is in
March, with notification in early
April. Tours of the school are on
the second Thursday of each
month at 11:00 a.m. Call for an
appointment.

Temple Israel of Hollywood
7300 Hollywood Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90046
(323) 876-8330 x4005
tiohdayschool.org
Student body: 210
Grades: K-6
Public or private: Private
Tuition: Approx. $19,000
Tours: Call the admissions office
to make a reservation for a tour.
Temple Israel of Hollywood is
a private, elementary school
providing children with a
dynamic and developmental
education. Lessons are
interactive. Teachers nurture
development of the mind, heart
with a Jewish values based
perspective.

Third Street Elementary
School
201 South June St.

Los Angeles, CA 90004
(323) 939-8337
www.thirdstreetschool.com
Grades: K-5
Public or private: Public (API
947)
Tours: Prospective Kindergarten
Orientation Meeting, Thursday,
October 15 at 5:00pm
Third Street has earned a
reputation as one of the most
respected public elementary
schools in LAUSD. Nestled in
Hancock Park, it was chosen as
“one of the 60 great elementary
schools you should know about
– public or private” by Los
Angeles Magazine. The school
provides high-level academics,
strong community connections,
and extensive parental
involvement within a charming
neighborhood setting.

love of learning, and providing
the foundation for continuing
education and beyond.” With an
art studio, storytelling centers,
multimedia centers, science
labs, 19 sports teams, and a
10,000-square-foot gymnasium,
Turning Point offers its
diverse community (43% of
which are students of color) a
comprehensive education.

Westridge School for Girls

interview.

324 Madeline Dr.
Pasadena, CA 91105
(626) 799-1153
westridge.org
Grades: 4-12
Student body: 497
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $24,990 (Grades 4-6),
$27,990 (Grades 7-8), $32,725
(High School)
Tours: Open Houses are held in
November and January.
Call to schedule a visit and

Westridge is a forward-thinking
girls’ school founded on
the belief that girls flourish
in a single-sex setting. The
Pasadena school’s intellectually
engaging and challenging
curriculum prepares students
to continue their education
in college and beyond as
discerning, motivated learners
committed to excellence.

Turning Point
8780 National Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90232
(310) 841-2505
turningpointschool.org
Grades: K-8
Student body: 350
Public or private: Private
Tuition: $24,145-$29,545

JOIN US!

TOURS AND
INFORMATION SESSIONS

Turning Point started in 1970 as
a Montessori-based preschool,
and today serves Pre-K
through 8 in an environment
“committed to educating the
whole child, instilling a natural

PRESCHOOL - MIDDLE SCHOOL (LEVEL 8)
By Appointment through Fall and Winter

Call to schedule: (310) 841-5420
SIDEWALKS from page 1

go to a website to submit
their requests for repairs. The
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council’s boundaries are
La Brea Avenue to the west,
Melrose Avenue/Willoughby
Avenue to the north, Western
Avenue/Wilton Place to the
west, and Olympic Boulevard

According
to
the
GWNC’s transportation committee head Julie Stromberg,
the idea for the database was
devised when she learned in
a meeting with CD4 deputy
Nikki Ezhari that no records
were left behind on such issues
from CD4’s previous administration under former council-

Our graduates are confident, resilient, globally
aware, and well prepared for success in an increasingly
changing and interconnected world.

www.turningpointschool.org
780 National Blvd. | Culver City, CA | (310) 841-5420

Experience Immaculate Heart
A Private, Catholic, College Preparatory School for Grades 6 – 12

“Educating the Hearts & Minds
of Young Women Since 1906”

The Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council and the office of Councilmember
David Ryu are asking residents to help them create a database of sidewalks and
streets that need repair, such as this sidewalk on the corner of Lucerne Boulevard and 4th Street.

to the south.
Submissions should have
the name of the resident, the
location of the sidewalk or
street in need of repair—with
the closest address, a brief description of the problem and a
photograph.
Last April, in a decision
on a lawsuit against the city of
Los Angeles, it was determined
that broken sidewalks were a
violation of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. In response,
the city has pledged to spend
$1.3 billion over the next three
decades to repair what has been
reported to be about 40% of all
city sidewalks.
October 2015

member Tom LaBonge.
“We are working on it,”
said Estevan Montemayor, a
spokesperson from Ryu’s office. “We are collecting information…We want something
comprehensive.”
Stromberg believes the
idea for the database could be
replicated in other districts.
“I think it would be a
great idea for the council offices to engage their neighborhood councils to collect this
data,” she said.
All requests for repairs
should be received by November 20th at transportation@
greaterwilshire.org.

Immaculate Heart High School & Middle School
• Academic Playday for Eighth Graders – Saturday, November 21, at 9:00 a.m.
• High School Open House – Sunday, December 6, at 1:00 p.m.

• Middle School Open House – Sunday, December 13, at 1:00 p.m.

• Middle School Entrance Exam for 6th, 7th & 8th grades – Saturday, January 9, 2016 at 8:30 a.m.

• High School Entrance Exam for Admission & Merit Scholarships – Saturday, January 16, 2016 at 8:30 a.m.

5515 Franklin Avenue • Los Angeles, CA 90028 • (323) 461-3651 • www.immaculateheart.org
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EXPERT SERVICE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.
Pete Buonocore
323.762.2561

www.coregroupla.com

pete@coregroupla.com

BRE#01279107

SOLD | $3,785,000

NEW PRICE | $1,550,000

501 N. CAHUENGA BL. HANCOCK PARK $3,785,000

1002 S. MANSFIELD AVE. MID-WILSHIRE $1,550,000

5 Bed /4.25 Baths. Sprawling Mediterranean with a
swimmer’s pool, artistically restored & expanded .
Wilshire Country Club Adjacent. www.coregroupla.com

DUPLEX. 6 Bed /4 Baths + Pool. Spectacular, one-of
-a-kind gated compound. Approximately 4200 Sqft.
of luxury living. www.1002Mansfield.com

NEW LISTING $3,450,000

IN ESCROW| $1,300,000

234 S. RIMPAU BL. HANCOCK PARK $3,450,000

611 LILLIAN WAY LARCHMONT VILLAGE $1,300,000

5 Beds/ 6 Baths + Family room & pool on private Cul-De-Sac.
Grand & Spacious. Co-Listed W/ Anna Lee. www.234Rimpau.com

3 Bed /2 Bath. Stunning remodel, in the heart of Larchmont
Village. Open floor plan, new systems throughout, guest quarters.

www.coregroupla.com

Keller Williams Larchmont
118 N. Larchmont Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90004

