
July brought strange weather including cooler and hotter than normal temperatures and a sudden thunder and 
lightning storm mid month. Humidity was also high, causing Southern California to feel more like South Carolina. 
More hot weather, lingering morning clouds and little chance of rain are expected into August. Photo: Eric Crespo.  
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“Fixing the City” One Battle 
at a Time
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

MIRACLE MILE—Jim 
O’Sullivan is a community 
leader who demands to be 
heard.  As vice president of 
the community activist group 
“Fix The City” and as presi-
dent of the Miracle Mile Resi-
dential Association (MMRA), 
O’Sullivan has weighed in on 
many public policies and de-
velopment projects that affect 
the city of Los Angeles. 

Because of his work, Fix 
the City has been described 
as “a savvy opponent” and “a 
muscular adversary” by the 
Los Angeles Times.  

O’Sullivan, 71, didn’t 
start out as an activist. Born 
in Washington D.C., he began 
an acting career in New York 
which eventually brought him 
to Los Angeles in the late 80s.

His life in local activism 
started in 1998 when he called 

up the MMRA to say he didn’t 
receive his copy of the group’s 
newsletter. He was told the 
organization was short-hand-
ed and could use some help. 
Fast forward a few years and 
O’Sullivan became the presi-
dent of the organization.

In his new role, he soon 

Impacted Brookside Has Much to Say About 
Proposed Nearby Development
By Allison B. Cohen

BROOKSIDE—Density, in-
creased traffic, and the closure 
of a residential street that feeds 
to Wilshire Boulevard are 
some concerns Brookside resi-
dents have expressed regarding 
a proposed new development 
along two blocks of Wilshire 
Boulevard at the northern tip 
of their neighborhood. 

The development in ques-
tion is for 87 homes—of vari-
ous sizes, looks and configu-
rations—to be built between 
Rimpau Boulevard and Muir-
field Road between Wilshire 
Boulevard and 8th Street. 

Developers have presented 
their plans twice to the neigh-
borhood for the homes—which 
range in size from 1,500 to 
3,600 square feet—most re-
cently in July to about 100 
residents as part of the Greater 
Wilshire Neighborhood Coun-

cil’s monthly meeting. 
The latest presentation 

revealed that the developer—
CIM—had reduced the num-

ber of homes for the project 
from 119 units to 87 as a result 
from earlier feedback. At the 

see O’SULLIVAN page 4see CIM page 12

see FUNDS page 4see SIGN page 5

Jim O’Sullivan started his career as 
an actor. But in his retirement he says 
he spends about 40 hours a week 
working on community issues. 

Hollywood Sign 
Dispute Adds to 
Ryu’s Growing 
Pile of Inherited 
Lawsuits
By Erin Hickey
Ledger Contributing Writer

BEACHWOOD CANYON—A 
group of home and business 
owners operating under the 
name Homeowners on Beach-
wood Drive United (HBDU) 
have filed a lawsuit against the 
city over tourists using Beach-
wood Drive to access a popu-
lar view of the Hollywood 
Sign within Griffith Park. 

John Schwartz, an indi-
vidual who owns a home on 
Beachwood Drive, is also list-
ed as a petitioner in the suit, 
which alleges the “enjoyment 
and safety of his home…has 
been severely compromised by 

Discretionary 
Funds Used for 
City Salaries, 
Office Remodels 
and Events
By Allison B. Cohen

Over $8.6 million has 
been transferred from a dis-
cretionary fund intended to 

fix and remove blight in Los 
Angeles but used instead for 
salaries and other items not 
related to community rede-
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Don’t Let Your Trees Die; 
They Can Save Your Life!

 

As everyone in California knows we’re still in a severe 
drought.  We’re all cutting back on landscape watering or 
removing lawns and replacing them with more appropriate 
plantings. But this doesn’t mean we should starve our 
trees of water and let them die. Trees are one of the most 
important links that keep our planet healthy. They clean 
the air, the water, the soil, providing food and refuge for 
birds. They lower temperatures and produce the Oxygen 
we need to live. To produce this oxygen they take CO2 out 
of the air, helping to fight climate change. Trees don’t take 
a lot of water, unlike lawns, but they do need some water.  
Trees should be watered deeply and a good way to do this 
(without wasting water) is to use Tree Watering Stakes.  
These stakes get the water underground and down to the 
tree roots quickly and efficiently. Please, remember to water 
your trees, deeply, twice a month. That’s all, and you’ll be 
keeping the planet cooler, cleaner and more livable.

The LA Department of Building and Safety has launched 
two new websites for online access to building permits, 
Certificates of Occupancy and other building authorization 
documentation. If you have a question about any 
construction activity in your neighborhood, or if you want to 
find out if your contractor actually got that actually got that 
permit, check these sites to see what was approved. The 
website that describes this new facility is http://ladbs.org/
LADBSWeb/online-building-records.jsf. The website for 
searching records is:  http://ladbsdoc.lacity.org/idispublic/ .

Remember, to keep you and your family safe by locking 
your house and car; not leaving items in plain sight, 
setting your house alarm (if you have one), and paying 
attention to any unusual activity.  If you think a crime is 
happening call 911, DO NOT confront someone yourself.  
If you’re considering any changes to the street visible 
portion of your house, contact our City Planner, Renata 
Dragland (renata.dragland@lacity.org ) and fill out the 
online form - http://preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/initial.
screening.checklist  to start the process.  The Preservation 
Plan for Hancock Park can be found at:  http://www.
hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org/ or http://
preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park ).   And don’t 
forget to water your trees. 

Report graffiti sightings by calling 311 or at the City’s Anti-
Graffiti Request System: http://bit.ly/1cOXua8 and by 
calling Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180
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[LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER]

Our sister 
p u b l i c a -
tion, the 
Los Feliz 
Ledger, just 
celebrated 

its 10th anniversary. About 50 
or so—including local politi-
cians and pundits, reporters, 
columnists, advertisers and 
friends—joined us at the Al-
cove Bungalow in Los Feliz for 
a spirited party July 9th. The 
Alcove even served up special-
ly designed cocktails for the 
occasion: the “Ledger Lemon-
drop” (gin, lillet, lemon and 
sugar) and the “Muckraker” 
(bourbon, apricot, grand mar-
nier and bitters.)

Attendees wished us well by 
signing posters at the party with 
such sentiments as: “Thanks for 
keeping us in the loop;” “The 
Los Feliz Ledger is more respect-
ed than the Los Angeles Times;” 

“Truth telling. Thank you;” and 
“Ten fabulous years. Thanks for 
making a difference.” 

I edited a 30-minute (yes, 
very long I know) movie of 
some of our news coverage 
and I must say, even I was sur-
prised at the breadth of what 
we’ve accomplished with our 
Los Feliz edition in 10 years. 
If you want to check it out, the 
movie is posted at larchmont-
ledgerla.com. It may be long, 
but it’s got a great soundtrack 
of Bob Dylan, the Foo Fight-
ers, Dusty Springfield and 
the Pretenders, to name a few. 

We’ve only just started our 
work for the Larchmont and 
Hancock Park communities 
and look forward to bringing 
the same comprehensive cover-
age to this neighborhood that 
I’ve loved, and called home (but 
for three short years in Los Fe-
liz) since 1994.
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[STREET LEVEL]

Uber: Pick Up or Put It Down?
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

The ride share company 
Uber has been the subject of 
two vastly different rulings re-
cently. On July 16th, a Califor-
nia Public Utilities Commis-
sion judge ruled that Uber pay 
a $7.3 billion fine for failing to 
provide information about re-
quested rides, services for the 
handicapped and accidents. 

On the other hand, on 
July 17th, the Los Angeles Air-
port Board of Commissioners 
gave Uber and Lyft the OK 
to pick up travelers making it 
the largest airport to allow ride 
share pick-ups. 

What do you think of 
Uber? Have you had any note-
worthy experiences with the 
company? 

“I use them all 
the time. I 
think it’s a good 
thing. Compe-
tition’s good, 
but it’s so inte-

grated into people’s lives now 
that it’ll be hard to properly 
regulate.” 
–Rich S., on Larchmont 
Boulevard near Wells Fargo

“I moved here 
in the end of 
2013 and had 
to use cabs and 
Uber as I didn’t 
have a car. I’ve 

mostly used cabs and think 
Uber hasn’t quite nailed the 
business model. I’ve found 
some of their drivers to be 
shady, whereas at least cabbies 
are licensed.” 
–Michael, on Larchmont 
Boulevard near Burger 
Lounge

“I think Uber’s 
quite function-
al. They’re 
thinking out-
side the box 
and a lot of 

drivers I’ve spoken to love the 
freedom. The market is dictat-
ing that L. A. needs this.” 
–Eric W., outside Hans 
Custom Optik on 
Larchmont Boulevard

“I’m new to the 
Uber experi-
ence. I’ve been 
in Europe 
where there’ve 
been riots 

against Uber. Healthy compe-
tition is good and makes the 
taxis step up their game. But 
Uber needs to play by the rules 
if they want to stick around. 
But it shouldn’t be banned like 
people are asking for in Eu-
rope.” 
–Wemi O., outside 
Starbucks on Larchmont 
Boulevard

“I’ve only rid-
den with Uber 
twice and in 
those cases, 
friends have 
paid. I joke that 

I want to drive for them. I’ve 
heard that they’ve introduced 
handicapped accessible vans, 
but I’ve never personally want-
ed to use Uber.” 
–Xander M., outside 
Radiance of Life, on 
Larchmont Boulevard

[CRIME BLOTTER]

Overall Crime Low, Burglaries High
 

There were 148 reported 
crimes in our coverage area 
from June 15th to July 15th.

Of those, there were two 
rapes—July 4th in the 400 
block of North Fairfax Av-
enue and July 13th in the 
600 block of North Fuller 
Avenue—10 assaults, 36 bur-
glaries or thefts from vehicles 
29 burglaries, 25 thefts, 19 
cases of shoplifting, 16 stolen 
vehicles, eight robberies, and 

three stolen bicycles. 
The area saw an over-

all decrease in crimes for 

the reporting period, when 
compared to the previous 
month, but an increase in 
burglaries. 

The data were compiled 
using the Los Angeles Police 
Department’s crime mapping 
program, COMPSTAT. To 
see a full list of crimes, visit 
larchmontledgerla.com

The area saw an overall decrease in 
crimes for the reporting period, 

when compared to the previous month, 
but an increase in burglaries. 
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realized there would be much 
reading of legal documents 
and proposals. But this didn’t 
faze him.  

“If you are a classically 
trained actor,” said O’Sullivan, 
“you learn how to do re-
search… so, it was just like 
normal practice to me.” 

Fortunately, he found he 
had an aptitude for the work.

“Jim is tenacious and well 
informed because he is one of 
the few people who actually 
reads the documents,” said 
Jack Humphreville, a writer 
for the website CityWatch 
and a member of the Great-

er Wilshire Neighborhood 
Council. 

“He is a great resource be-
cause of his institutional mem-
ory…. He can recall people 
and documents and how they 
all interrelate,” Humphreville 
said.

Over the years, O’Sullivan 
has taken part in several ami-
cable negotiations between the 
city, developers and commu-
nity groups.  

However, there have been 
a few major conflicts. 

Most notably in 2013, Fix 
the City won a lawsuit against 
the city that stopped the Hol-
lywood Community Plan—a 
blueprint for the area that pro-
posed high-density develop-
ment and high-rise buildings. 
The organization won, in part, 
by proving that the city used 
inaccurate population data to 
justify the plan.

 More recently, through Fix 
the City, O’Sullivan has fought 
to stop city approval of the 
Academy Museum. The orga-
nization also opposes the city’s 
long range Mobility Plan—a 
citywide transportation initia-
tive that will require vehicle lane 

reductions on many major Los 
Angeles streets.

In both cases, O’Sullivan 
is not against the concept be-
hind these proposals. What he 
objects to are the impacts they 
might have on neighborhoods 
and their lack of thoroughness.

O’Sullivan spends hours 
over environmental impact 
reports to determine how 
traffic, parking, aesthetics 
and other factors in his com-
munities will be affected by 
these projects.

Once issues are identified 
and examined, he writes com-
ments that are then submitted 
as part of the official record of 

the project’s approval process 
with the city. 

Currently, he is involved 
in negotiations and is prepar-
ing for legal action for both 
the Academy Museum and the 
Mobility Plan, if necessary.  

Retired for the last 10 
years, O’Sullivan volunteers at 
least 40 hours a week to work 
on community issues, he said.

“Jim is a true neighbor-
hood activist,” said Cindy 
Chvatal, President of the Han-
cock Park Homeowners As-
soc., “who works tirelessly to 
protect the quality of life in 
our Los Angeles and [council 
district 4] neighborhoods.”

Having fought many 
battles, O’Sullivan has come 
to believe, with some notable 
exceptions, that city staffers 
hold an “us or them” mental-
ity towards groups like Fix The 
City. 

“We are the pains in the 
asses that ask questions,” he 
said. 

Nevertheless, Sullivan 
tries to remain optimistic.

“I’m hoping [new coun-
cilmember David Ryu] will be 
different,” he said.

Over the years, O’Sullivan has taken part 
in several amicable negotiations between 

the city, developers and community 
groups. However, there have been a few 

major conflicts. 

O’SULLIVAN from page 1

FUNDS from page 1

velopment or the reduction of 
blight, what the funds were in-
tended for. 

According to documents 
obtained by the Ledger from 
the Los Angeles City Clerk in 
response to a California Pub-
lic Records Request regarding 
individual councilmember use 
of so-called AB1290 funds 
from 2012 to date, over $5.5 
million was used directly for 
salaries, over $2.5 million for 
non related items or programs 
and over $600,000 to balance 

the city’s budget.
Specifically, $100,000 

was used by Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell (District 13) to pur-
chase a command table for 

a fire station in his district 
and for a 2014 transfer of 
$590,000 in AB1290 funds 
to Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti for “Veterans Affairs, 
Immigration Affairs and En-
tertainment.”

O’Farrell also used an-
other $375,000 to set up and 
renovate space—an old laun-
dromat—for a CD13 field of-
fice in Echo Park. 

“While the funds were 
used for the build out, in-

cluding installation of tele-
communications, I think it’s 
worth noting that the entire 
office was furnished using 
repurposed furniture at no 
cost,” O’Farrell said through a 
spokesperson. 

Other high ticket uses for 
the funds include $145,540 by 

former Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Tom La-

see FUNDS page 10

Mitch O’Farrell Jose Huizar
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Former LaBonge Staffer Nikki 
Ezhari Named Ryu Field Deputy 
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

Newly elected Los An-
geles City Councilmember 
David Ryu (CD4) has named 
Nikki Ezhari as his field 
deputy for the Miracle Mile, 
Wilshire and Larchmont areas 
of Council District 4.

The role will be a familiar 
one for Ezhari, who covered 
the same neighborhoods for 
former Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge four years ago. 

Ryu’s Chief of Staff Sarah 
Dusseault said there was an 
“overwhelming outcry” from 
Larchmont-area residents for 
Ezhari’s return to the district, 

and that the office was consid-
ering her for the position long 
before they realized she had 
already applied for it. 

“Nikki’s knowledge of the 
city is incredible. . . . We are so 
excited to have her,” said Dus-
seault. 

Ezhari said bringing city 
services to the community is a 
priority for her and she “wants 
the community to feel that 
their local government works 
for them,” echoing statements 
made by Ryu during his elec-
tion campaign.

Following Chief of Land 
Use Renee Weitzer, Ezhari will 
be Ryu’s second appointment 

of a former LaBonge staffer. 
Ezhari left LaBonge’s of-

fice for a similar position at Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
Paul Krekorian’s office (CD2), 

where she covered Valley Glen, 
Valley Village and Van Nuys.

She said she hopes she will 
be able to use her experiences 
from her time in Koretz’s of-
fice to serve a CD4 that is 
very different from the one she 
served four years ago.

“The city is so vast and has 
gone through so much change 
in the past few years,” she said. 

Although official priori-
ties have not been established 
yet, Ezhari said she is “really 
excited to be back at CD4” 
and “open to anything [Ryu] 
needs” from her. 

Ezhari said she will begin 
working for Ryu August 4th.

Following Chief of Land Use Renee 
Weitzer, Nikki Ezhari will be Ryu’s second 
appointment of a former LaBonge staffer.

Sign up for 

Larchmont Ledger 
email updates! 

Register at www.larchmontledgerla.com 

or email us at: newsletter@larchmontledgerla.com
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the large numbers of people 
who use his street to gain ac-
cess to [the sign].”

Beachwood Drive, which 
has no sidewalks and is only 
30 feet wide at some points, 
is the main—and in many 
cases, the only—access point 
to more than 500 Beachwood 
Canyon homes, and the influx 
of tourists on the street has 
caused several safety issues, al-
leges the suit.

The lawsuit was filed in 
response to former Los Ange-
les City Councilmember Tom 
LaBonge opening a new en-
trance to Griffith Park at the 
top of Beachwood Drive in 
January. 

According to the suit, La-
Bonge specifically promoted 
the new entrance as an access 
point for tourists and residents 
to view the Hollywood Sign. 

This resulted in “a steady 
flow of people, sometimes as 
many as thousands per day…
creating a series of dangerous 
conditions for the homeown-
ers,” according to the lawsuit. 

Although parking re-

strictions were put in place 
earlier this year following a 
problematic increase in traffic 
on Beachwood Drive, the suit 
alleges that hundreds of pe-
destrians use the narrow street 
to access the sign daily, which 
also causes safety issues. 

This suit against the city is 
one of many that David Ryu, 
newly elected representative 
for Council District 4 (CD4), 
has inherited. Others include 
disputes over the Hyperion 
Bridge redesign in Atwater 
Village, a proposed perfor-
mance stage in Griffith Park 
and two proposed baseball 
fields, also in Griffith Park. 

Additionally, a lawsuit was 
also filed against the city by 
Sunset Ranch Hollywood Sta-
bles, Inc. regarding the city’s 
contruction of a gate on the 
ranch’s property to discourage 
visitors from using No. Beach-
wood Drive to take photos of 
the Hollywood Sign, and two 
other possible lawsuits are be-
ing considered in reference to 
the Academy Museum project 
on Wilshire Boulevard at Fair-
fax Avenue and the city’s Mo-

bility Plan, which envisions 
the removal of lanes of some 
major streets in the area, as 
well as throughout the city, for 
to make way for bicycle lanes 
and more sidewalks.

Sarah Dusseault, Ryu’s 
chief of staff said that the 
councilmember hopes to be 
more proactive going for-
ward and that he hopes by 
reaching out to neighbor-
hoods “early and often” for 
their opinions, he can pre-
vent future lawsuits. 

“Communities and neigh-

borhoods felt like they weren’t 
being heard. When that process 
breaks down, that’s when litiga-
tion happens,” Dusseault said.

According to Dusseault, 
the council office is currently 
talking with advocates con-
cerned about the Academy Mu-
seum project, which has not yet 
reached the point of litigation 
despite threats from groups who 
oppose the project. 

“When a community 
member speaks, we need to lis-
ten,” she said. “They live in the 
community, they’re the ones 

experiencing it.”
According to a spokesper-

son with the City Attorney’s 
office, there have been 10 land-
use lawsuits filed against CD4 
over the last few years and five 
filed in the last six months.

Currently, there are 141 
active land-use lawsuits filed 
against the city, according to 
Rob Wilcox, spokesperson for 
the City Attorney. 

Of those, Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell’s District 14, has the 
most, with 14 lawsuits pending.

SIGN from page 1



Larchmont Ledger

August 2015 Page 7www.larchmontledgerla.com COMMUNITY NEWS

Drinking Troughs For Coyotes?
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Paul Koretz of 
Council District 5 introduced 
a motion July 1st calling on 
the city’s Dept. Of Animal 
Services to develop a plan to 
provide water to wild animals 
living in the natural areas of 
the city, such as Griffith Park.

The goal, according to 
Koretz’s motion, is to keep 
wild animals in the wilderness 
and out of residential neigh-
borhoods as coyote attacks on 
residential pets have been re-
ported from Los Feliz to Han-
cock Park and as far south as 
the Santa Monica Freeway.

Although the proposal of-
fers a humane way to deal with 
the growing—and bolder—
population of coyotes, there is 
no guarantee, according to the 
city’s Animal Services website, 
that it will play out as intended.

In a post written more 
than five years ago on the web-
site the agency claimed that 
“no amount of water would 
cause an urban predator to 
stay in one place.”  

The website also men-
tions studies that show the 
placement of water troughs in 
natural areas can draw prey 
animals to the water source 

making them easy targets for 
predatory wildlife, thereby up-
setting the eco-system.

Hoang Dinh, an officer 
with Animal Services, said he 
is ambivalent about Koretz’s 
proposal.

“I just don’t feel we should 
implement it too quickly,” he 
said. “It needs a lot more re-
search.”

Currently, the main tool 
the agency uses to fight coyote 
infiltration in residential areas 
is education of the commu-
nity. 

They advocate residents 
should not leave out food and 
water; keep trash cans sealed; 
clear brush where coyotes 
could hide and never feed or 
care for a wild animal. 

They also suggest more ag-
gressive tactics such as yelling, 
jangling keys or throwing a ten-
nis ball to scare away an animal.

 Dinh said he believes 
these tips can be effective, but 
only when the whole commu-
nity is following them. He has 
seen cases where the neighbor 
who reports a coyote attack 
lives near another neighbor 
who is caring for a sick coyote.  

Having heard the concerns 
of his constituents—some of 

whom live in the foothills of the 
Santa Monica Mountains—
Koretz believed some action 
needed to be taken.

“[Koretz’s motion] is an 
attempt to do something that 
may be modest…[or] may be 
significant”, said a spokesman 
from Koretz’s office. “If it has 
some effect and keeps some 
coyotes from leaving their 
natural habitat and wandering 
into residential areas, that’s a 
positive effect. . . . We want to 
do things that are productive 
to ease the situation.”

Mark Steinberg, a 
homeowner in the Los 
Feliz Oaks, has tried for 
months to convince Ani-
mal Services to take an 
active role in re-instilling 
a fear of humans in the 
local coyote population.

“While I can’t ad-
dress the potential im-
pact of the councilmember’s 
proposal, Steinberg said, “I’m 
encouraged that someone in 
higher authority understands 
that Animal Services and oth-
er agencies with wildlife re-

sponsibilities should be doing 
more than lecturing us.” 

The motion has currently 
been referred to the city coun-
cil’s Arts, Parks, Health, Ag-
ing and River committee for 
further review.
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[OUR BREAD AND BUTTER]

Betsy Malloy—Cultivating 
A Treasured Bond With Her 
Neighborhood 
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

In a highly competi-
tive real estate market, the 
agent who has a keen knowl-
edge of the neighborhood is 
the one who gives clients the 
edge when buying and selling 
homes.  

Having lived in Hancock 
Park her entire life, real estate 
agent Betsy Malloy’s familiari-
ty with the Larchmont Village 
area is unmatched. 

Malloy grew up on the 
400 block of Rimpau Boule-
vard and has fond memories of 
those days. 

“I come from a family of 
seven, and we must have had 
10,000 parties at our house,” 
Malloy said.

Whether through her 
family ties, her former cater-
ing business, or in her role for 
the past 15 years as a real estate 
agent, Malloy believes she’s 
probably been in every house 
in the neighborhood.

Last year, she resold her 
family’s former property on 
Rimpau Boulevard, which 
had been transformed into a 
7,800 square feet Mediterra-
nean villa. 

It was so tastefully done, 
Malloy said, that the Historic 
Preservation Overlay Zone 

guidelines cite the new estate’s 
character and design details as 
an example for new construc-
tion. 

In addition, Malloy’s sale 
of the house marked one of the 
highest prices ever reached in 
Hancock Park. 

Malloy is cheered to see 
neighborhoods below Wilshire 
being restored to their former 
glory, and sees great potential 
in the rising home values in 
the surrounding area. 

“We’ve sold these big 
houses for such a huge amount 
of money,” said Malloy.  “There 
is no reason we can’t have the 
same prices as Beverly Hills.” 

Raising a family of five 
children has kept Malloy 
deeply entwined with the 
community.

Over the decades she’s suc-
cessfully headed local events, 
including the Larchmont 
Family Fair to raise beautifica-
tion funds for the village. 

One gets a strong sense 
from Malloy that she truly 
cares about her community, 
and in return, she is given re-
spect from others.

“She puts the client first,” 
said local business owner, 
Suzanne Phillips, who has 
worked with Malloy through 
nine commercial and residen-
tial real estate transactions. 

“She has an uncanny un-
derstanding of people. I have 
never once felt she was trying 
to get me to do something that 
wasn’t in my best interests,” 
Phillips said.

Malloy can explain her suc-
cess in simple terms. “I do big 
deals and my clients are so loyal 
to me,” she said. “That’s how 
you can tell if you’re any good.”

Betsy Malloy

Pilgrim’s “Field of Dreams”
Will Be One of the Area’s Largest

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmembers David Ryu and 
Mitch O’Farrell were present 
for the June 11th ground-
breaking of Pilgrim School’s 
“Field of Dreams” project, 
an athletic field, which when 
completed, will be one of the 
largest open spaces in the 
neighborhood between Han-
cock Park and downtown 
Los Angeles.

The field will primarily 
serve the growing Pilgrim Pa-
triots athletic department, but 
Pilgrim school and the First 
Congregational Church of Los 
Angeles (FCCLA) are current-
ly exploring partnerships with 
other community organiza-

tions that could benefit from 
the use of the new facility. 

Pilgrim is an independent 
day and boarding school just 
west of downtown Los Ange-
les, with 420 students from 
preschool to 12th grade.

According to the school, 
Pilgrim is one of the most di-
verse in California, serving 
students from 50 different zip 
codes and 10 foreign countries 
in a high-density neighborhood. 

The project was approved 
following a recent vote by the 
school’s governing board and 
the FCCLA’s board of trustees.

The field will sit atop a 
large new underground park-

see PILGRIM page 16
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[REAL ESTATE]

Median Price for La Brea-Wilshire Condos 
Jumps over 95%
By Erin Hickey, Ledger Contributing Writer

Southern California home 
sales in June were the highest 
for the month since 2006, ac-
cording to Core Logic, a real 
estate research firm.

The median price for a 
home in Southern Califor-
nia in June was $442,000, 
the highest since October 
2007, though still 12.5% be-
low the peak median price of 
$505,000 reached in summer 
2007. 

Home sales of $500,000 
or more made up over 40% of 
all sales this June, a small in-
crease over the previous year. 

Locally, 22 condos were 
sold in Hancock Park, La 
Brea-Wilshire and Lafayette. 

Of those, the most, 17, 

sold in Hancock Park, with 
10 in the 90020 area code at 
a median price of $340,000, 
a 2.3% increase over last year 
and seven in the 90004 area 
code at a median price of 
$615,000—over a 10% de-
crease from last year.

Lafayette Square had 
three recorded condo sales at 
a median price of $455,000 
with no change from last year, 
and La Brea-Wilshire had two, 
at a median price of $1.32 
million—a whopping 95.9% 
increase over last year.

A total of 50 homes sold 
in Hancock Park, La Brea-
Wilshire and Lafayette, which 
recorded the most sales at 25. 

Hancock Park and La 

Brea-Wilshire saw significant 
decreases in median prices 
from last year, while Lafayette 
saw a 2.8% increase.

 Specifically, in Lafay-
ette, 25 homes were sold for 
a median price of $905,000, 
up 2.8% from last year. In 
Hancock Park’s 90004 zip 
code, 18 homes were sold for 
a median price of $1.05 mil-
lion, a nearly 14% decrease 
from last year. In La Brea-
Wilshire, six homes sold for 
a median price of $1.22 mil-
lion, down 27.7% from last 
year’s median. In the 90020 
zip code of Hancock Park, 
one home sold for $2.2 mil-
lion, down over 30% from 
last year’s median price. 

HEARTH & HOME

Betsy Malloy

Betsy Malloy
(323) 806-0203
betsy@betsymalloy.com

CalBRE #:  01293183
251 N. Larchmont Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90004

Mastering the Art of the Deal
One of Los Angeles most Dedicated

Real Estate Brokers

[HOUSE & HOLMES]

The Mystery of the Ice Box
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist

Living in a 
1926 Duplex 
creates the 
most inter-
esting ques-
t ion s — a nd 
not the stan-

dard kind that can be solved 
by the tattooed guy at the 
Hollywood Home Depot. 

No, we save the big ques-
tions for the experts, like my 
friend Dave. He’s a contractor, 
but that’s an understatement.  
He’s an industrial artist in 
khakis, a white Polo shirt, and 
Ray Bans. 

Anyway, our duplex is in 
the process of being slowly 
“up-graded.”  We are trying 
to protect the original look 
and feel of the place, but af-
ter nearly 90 years, whatever 
is still original looks more 
“worn” than “classic.” 

Our kitchen is the biggest 
challenge—a cheerful mix of 
really old and semi-new. Old 
tile countertops and a semi-
new sink sit side by side with 
old cabinetry and a semi-new 
dishwasher. 

An old cooktop venti-
lation system—isn’t there 
supposed to be an exhaust 
fan?—hovers over a semi-new 
stovetop and oven.

But the biggest question 
mark in our salute to the 20th 
Century Kitchen is our built-
in ice box. Yes, ice box.

We have a refrigerator 
that lurks in the small hallway 
next to our washer-dryer, but 
we still proudly have a top of 
the line—circa 1926—white 
clad ice box made by the Sim-

mons Hardware Company of 
St. Louis. 

It’s a built-in with three 
compartments. There’s a large 
fridge—about 14” x 60”—
with a “freezer” just below. 

The third compartment 
is where we assume one puts a 
large rectangular block of ice, 
and the mechanical compres-
sor that kept the whole thing 
“cold” or at least “cool.”  

It’s a special part of the 
kitchen wall, but as you know, 
a kitchen is all about “perfectly 
planned space.” Having a huge 
built-in ice box does not easily 
fit into that plan.

I asked Dave’s advice and 
strangely enough he didn’t im-
mediately propose an answer, 
but posed a question.

“What do you want to do 
with it?” he asked.

“I want to save it,” I said.
“Then figure out a use for 

it,” said Dave, as he excused 
himself to take a call from 
some prospective big bucks 
kitchen-remodeling client in 
Brentwood named Bambi.

Now when you enter our 
kitchen, we have the coolest—
excuse the pun—and certainly 
the most insulated, breadbox.  
There’s plenty of room for 
crackers, cereal, and granola, 
too. 

I count it as a victory for 
creativity over destroying the 
past.

Plus once again, I have 
successfully proved my mot-
to about home improvement: 
“If I can’t fix it—and I know 
that I can’t—my friend Dave 
can.”

This home at 1616 Carmona Ave. recently sold for $904,000 in the south Mid Wilshire area. The home, built in 1930, is 1,311 
square feet with three bedrooms and one bath.
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[KEEN TO BE GREEN]

The Daily Wash
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist

I love my show-
er in the morn-

ing as it wakes me up and gives 
me a fresh, clean start each 
day. Because of the drought, 
I try to keep it as short as I 
can, but with very little rain 
in sight, it looks like this habit 
may become a luxury. 

Historically, the daily 
shower is a relatively new habit 
in the United States. It started 
taking hold in the mid-20th 
century as advertising for de-
odorants and soaps convinced 
Americans of the need to be 
fresh and clean. 

By the 1950s, when Amer-
ican homes were equipped 
with full bathrooms, the habit 
had stuck.

But do we really need a 
daily shower or bath?

As far as our health and 
hygiene are concerned, correct 
hand washing is important to 

stop the spread of germs, but 
most of us don’t need to wash 
our bodies thoroughly every 
day.  

In fact, a daily scrub can 
dry out our skin and remove 
some of the good microbes and 
bacteria we need to protect our 
skin from inflammation.

The effects of daily washing 
on children’s delicate skin can 
be particularly harmful, causing 
skin rashes and eczema. 

The American Academy 
of Dermatology recommends 
children aged 6 to 11 bathe at 
least once or twice a week, af-
ter playing in the dirt or swim-
ming, or if particularly sweaty. 

So as frightening as it 
might seem, if the drought 
continues, we may all need 
to rethink our daily rituals, 
master the art of “spot-wash-
ing”—and buy a lot more de-
odorant!

Bonge that went to the Los 
Angeles Zoo in 2013 and 
2014; $62,500 to the Los An-
geles Cedars Rotary Founda-
tion and $50,000 to Catholic 
Charities of Los Angeles, Inc. 

Additionally, now termed 
out city councilmember 
Bernard Parks gave nearly 
$175,000 to the Regents of 
UCLA in 2012.

Other high expenditures 
were from council district 14, 
by city councilmember Jose 
Huizar who provided just 
over $1.2 million in 2012 and 
2013 for “general services” of 
the Boyle Heights Constitu-
ent Center where Huizar has a 
field office. 

The city received $36 mil-
lion for AB1290 funds.

Of that total, more than 
two-thirds—or just over $24 
million—were transferred by 
various councilmembers back 
into city coffers. 

During that time, Los An-
geles City Council President 
Herb Wesson transferred just 
shy of $1 million in AB1290 
funds back into city coffers for 
salaries, including $495,000 
this past June. 

Additionally, Wesson used 
$72,000 for Beltrans Rents 
and Sales for a July 2014 event.  

Additionally, Parks, whose 
last day in office was June 30th, 
spent more than $36,000 using 
AB1290 funds also for an event 
in October of 2014.  

According to Parks’ son, 
Bernard Parks Jr. who spoke 
on behalf of his father, the 
funds were probably used for 
what Parks’ called his “State 
of the 8th” event, a gathering 
usually held near Halloween 
to showcase high-achieving 

students in the district. How-
ever, Parks Jr. was unable to 
confirm that.

The issue of discretionary 
fund spending and misuse be-
came a campaign issue in the re-
cent election for LaBonge’s Dis-
trict 4 seat. Councilmembers 
have at least three such discre-
tionary funds: AB1290, Street 
Furniture Revenue Fund and 
the Pipeline Franchise Revenue 
Fund, the latter two earmarked 
for redevelopment or to repair 
infrastructure. 

Earlier this year, the Led-
ger reported LaBonge moved 
nearly $1.6 million from 
funds allocated to his of-
fice for street, public transit, 
sidewalk repairs, redevelop-
ment and community ser-
vices for the purpose of sala-
ries since 2006, with 80% 
of those transfers occurring 
since 2012.

In reference to a 2012 mo-
tion by LaBonge to transfer 
$500,000 from AB1290 to La-
Bonge’s salaries account, then 
LaBonge senior advisor Jeanne 
Min wrote to a fellow staffer: 
“Hope it doesn’t raise any 
eyebrows and gets approved 
without a hitch.” The second 
staffer, then LaBonge’s legisla-
tive analyst, Lisa Schechter, re-
sponded: “I’m sure it will” get 
approved, and then described 
how the motion would be con-
sidered on a day when the City 
Council would be distracted 
by larger issues.

David Ryu, who beat 
LaBonge’s former Chief of 
Staff Carolyn Ramsay for the 
Council District 4 seat, in part 
due to constituent outrage over 
the use of such funds, cam-
paigned that he would create 

FUNDS from page 4

see FUNDS page 18
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Recent Activity

Sold, Multifamily, Mt. Washington

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE RECENT SALES
24 units - $2,365,000
20 units - $2,100,000
10 units - $1,760,000
4 units - $720,000
4 units - $1,085,000
3 units - $1,020,000
2 units - $623,000 

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE LEASING
Recent Eastside Leases
$3.75 to $4.95/sq. ft., NNN
Interested retailers exceed listings

3 Year Lease - Design Studio & Retail - Handbags
5 Year Lease - Restaurant – East Coast Seafood
3 Year Lease - Retail - Shoes
3 Year Lease - Retail - Outdoor Wear & Accessories 
5 Year Lease - Salon – Waxing
3 Year Lease - Retail – Men’s Apparel
5 Year Lease - Café – Coffee Shop & Accessories

Currently For Lease, Retail, Silver Lake

  COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT
Landlords recently hired CLR to manage…
4-Plex - Hancock Park 
4-Plex - Hancock Park 
9 Units - Silver Lake 
Apartments over retail - Echo Park 
Apartments over retail - Highland Park 
9 units - Echo Park 
10 Units - Echo Park 
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RiverPark Is Making A Big Splash!

Located along a scenic stretch of the Los Angeles River and just 
steps away from the vast 40-acre Rio de Los Angeles State Park, 
this exciting new-home community offers abundant nearby leisure 
opportunities — including hiking, biking, recreational sports, and 
more. Within the community, you’ll discover a promenade park 
and over 70,000 square feet of scenic walkways, intimate seating 
areas and serene landscaped spaces.

All this sets the perfect backdrop for RiverPark’s limited collection 
of spacious and contemporary new homes, with open-concept, 
state-of-the-art fl oor plans.

New 3–4 Bedroom Homes • Up to 2,000 Square Feet
View Lots Available • From the High $500,000s

©2015 TY Taylor 41. All Rights Reserved. TY Taylor 41 reserves the right to modify features, plans, specifi cations, materials and pricing without prior notice. Variations in plans do exist. The dimensions 
and the square footages included in the sales materials from this project are approx. only, and are based upon the design measurements provided by seller’s architect and should not be relied upon as 

fi nal. The as-built dimensions and square footages may vary from such preliminary measurements. Ask sales representative for further details. Models do not depict ethnic preference.

Open Daily 10–6 • 2581 Arvia Street, Los Angeles, CA 90065
(323) 222-0501 • info@LiveRiverPark.com • LiveRiverPark.com

The Dancing Realtor  

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY  

July presentation, developers 
asked again for community 
input passing out comment 
cards and they received a 
heavy stack back. 

But after the latest meet-
ing, Brookside resident Jan 
Wieringa sent about 300 sur-
veys to Brookside residents 
only, of which she said she’s 
received about 70 back. 

According to Wieringa, 
respondents have, thus far, 
continued to express concerns 
about the project’s density, it’s 
lack of a formal environmen-
tal review and the developer’s 
desire to close off a street that 
runs in the neighborhood that 
runs between Olympic and 
Wilshire boulevards.

CIM wants to develop 
over a portion of Mullen 
Street, so its project is on one 
continuous piece of land. Cur-
rently, their project would be 
split by the street. But doing 
so would create a dead-end of 
Mullen at 8th Street and some 
residents fear that would push 
cut through traffic to other 
small neighborhood streets. 

Locals have also expressed 
concern about the developer’s 
plans to create a “pocket park” 
at 8th Street, which they say 
might attract a bad element to 
the area, especially if it were 
outfitted with benches. 

“We’re not opposed to 
green,” Wieringa said, “but we 
are opposed to something that 
attracts crime and transients.”

The overall project is a 
mix of four different types of 
homes that would use the ex-
isting Farmer’s building and 
its street level parking lots just 
west of it. In total there would 
be: 52 luxury two and three 
bedroom condos in the Farm-
er’s tower starting on the 4th 
floor; 11 modern townhomes 
immediately adjacent to the 
tower and then nine three-sto-
ry Spanish style condos facing 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Also proposed is a mix 
of two and three story single-
family homes, again Span-

ish in style. Seven two-story 
homes would face 8th Street 
and eight, which are both two 
and three stories in height, 
would be sandwiched behind 
those homes and the nine con-
dos facing Wilshire.

Wieringa has other con-
cerns, including, she said, that 
the Spanish look of the devel-
opment is not in keeping with 
the mixed architecture styles 
in Brookside and that the zon-
ing for the property allows 
homes to be built closer to 
the street, not set back further 
from the curb as other homes 
do in the neighborhood. 

The two and three story 
homes will each have an at-
tached garage, some of which 
are proposed to be in the front 
of the property. Residents of 
some of the other units will also 
use what’s known as an “auto-
mated parking garage,” where 
cars are vertically stacked using 
an elevator-like system.

But already, some are do-
ing the math and wondering 
about all the cars matching 
up for 87 new homes, some of 
which may have three or more 
occupants. Additionally, the 
first three stories of the Farm-
er’s building will still be used 
for commercial office space. 

“It’s going to be kind of 
mind-boggling all these peo-
ple going in and out of this 
development on a daily basis,” 
Wieringa said.

 A traffic study is expected 
from CIM in mid-August. But 
some residents have expressed a 
desire for a full environmental 
impact review for the project.

“We have no idea what to 
expect,” Wieringa said, “re-
garding pollution, traffic and 
light and noise spill. We want 
as many reviews and studies as 
possible.”

Developers have said they 
want to start construction in 
April of 2016. 

“We’re looking for solu-
tions,” said Wieringa. “Let’s 
see where the hard sticking 
points are and then try and re-
solve them.”

CIM from page 1

Advertise in the Larchmont Ledger (323) 644-5536



Larchmont Ledger

August 2015 Page 13www.larchmontledgerla.com HEARTH & HOME

Rare Victorian Designed by Famed Architect Going for $5.8 Million
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer

HANCOCK PARK—With the 
exception of special historical 
districts in Angelino Heights 
and West Adams, Los Ange-
les is nearly devoid of Victo-
rian houses. Luckily, Hancock 
Park is home to one of L. A.’s 
rare examples of the architec-
ture style that defined the turn 
of the last century and it is a 
house uniquely tied to the his-
tory of Los Angeles. 

The house at 637 S. Lu-
cerne Blvd. was built in 1902 
under the direction of archi-
tect John C. Austin for Chi-
cago grain merchant Hiram 
Higgins. 

In a way, Austin was the 
Frank Gehry of early 20th 
century L. A., creating struc-
tures that became civic icons. 
His works includes Los Ange-
les City Hall, the Griffith Ob-
servatory, the Hall of Justice 
and the Shrine Auditorium, 
among others. 

On a recent Wednesday 
afternoon, the house’s cur-
rent owners, Perry and Peggy 
Hirsch, welcomed Austin’s de-
scendants—led by his grand-
daughter Jane Spaulding—for 
a tour. 

Spaulding, 82 has vis-
ited many of her grandfather’s 
homes and despite living in 
Orange County, said she 
didn’t know about this par-

ticular one until very recently. 
“I was reading, I think, 

The Week magazine and they 
had a feature on homes for 
sale in California and there 
was this one pretty Victorian. 
I looked at the name of the 
architect and it said John C. 
Austin!” said Spaulding. 

During the tour, Perry 
Hirsch told the story of the 
house’s famous 1924 move. 

According to Perry 
Hirsch, the mansion original-
ly sat at the corner of Wilshire 
and Rampart boulevards but 
as Wilshire became more 
commercial, the home’s owner 
Howard Verbeck moved it to 
more residential territory. 

As it was the Roaring 
1920s, Verbeck, the story goes, 
moved the house in the most 
delightfully ridiculous way 
possible. 

On the evening of June 
28th, 1924, he and his wife 
hosted a party for 100 friends 
including then Los Angeles 
Mayor George E. Cryer and 
Los Angeles Illustrated Daily 
News publisher Cornelius 
Vanderbilt IV. 

The evening’s entertain-
ment included dinner and 
dancing—but no drinks, as 
it was Prohibition—and then 
at 11 p.m. guests were invited 
to step into two rooms: half in 

the dining room and the other 
half directed to the kitchen to 
watch the house be split in two 
and then and carried by trucks 
to its present location. A 1924 
L. A. Times story about the 
event carried the headline 
“House Moves Over Guests.” 

Peggy Hirsch, who would 

only say she is of “retirement 
age” said that when she first 
heard the story about the 
house’s move, after she and her 
husband purchased it in1986, 
she had nightmares about the 
house splitting in half during 
an earthquake “and my bed 
bouncing down Wilshire.”

The Hirsches, who had 
lived in other areas in Los 
Angeles, bought the nine-bed-
room mansion and restored it 
to its former brilliance after 
decades of hard times. 

The house had started to 
decline during the Depression 
and continued to do so as it 
went through a series of own-
ers whose names have been 

see MANSION page 19
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A New Chapter for Chevalier’s  
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer

Weathering the ups and 
down of the book industry, 
Chevalier’s Books has been a 
community institution for 75 
years. 

Originally opened by the 
Chevalier family in 1940, 
the store remained in family 
hands for 50 years, until Filis 
Winthrop bought it in 1990.  

Under her watch, the tra-
ditional model of bookselling 
was upended by the arrival of 
Amazon, and Chevalier’s was 
faced with serious challenges.

By 2014, the store was 
noticeably struggling. Darryl 
Holter, an avid reader and a 
Chevalier’s regular customer, 
could see that the stock was 
dwindling and that there was 
a lack of new titles. 

In a conversation with his 
friend and fellow bookworm, 
Bert Deixler, Holter proposed 
buying the store. The two lo-
cal residents approached Win-
throp, and by the end of Octo-
ber they were the new owners 
of Chevalier’s.  

Winthrop has stayed on 
as a consultant.  She can often 
be seen at the store reading or 
chatting with long-time cus-
tomers.

Holter, a first-time book 
store owner, acknowledges that 
Chevaliers will never be able to 
compete with Amazon on price, 
but he strongly believes that 
there is still a demand for a brick 
and mortar store.

“There are some people for 
whom the lowest price is not 
the most important thing,” 
Holter said.  “The experience 
of going into a bookstore with 
printed books, feeling them, 
that’s more important.”

He also believes there are 
other factors working in Che-
valier’s favor. The store’s loca-
tion brings good foot traffic, 
the surrounding neighbor-
hood is “a little more affluent” 
than other areas, and there is a 
legacy, a history that brings a 
loyal base of customers.

The store’s manager, Erica 
Luttrell, has worked at Cheva-
lier’s for 12 years. She believes 
personalized recommenda-
tions account for the store’s 
survival.

“Amazon can’t see a per-
son and talk to them and know 
what they might like,” Luttrell 
said.  “The human connection 
is paramount.

Luttrell added that store 
events also bring in and con-
nect the community.  The 

store hosts various happenings 
including book signings with 
prominent authors. Most re-
cently, novelist James Ellroy 
was a featured guest.

Children’s events are also 
popular. Every Tuesday, the 
store hosts a music hour filled 
with song and dance, and ev-
ery Saturday morning, among 
the comfortable mini-club 
chairs in the children’s sec-
tion, a new book is read dur-
ing story hour.

[A DOG’S LIFE]

Date Night with Your Dog
By Jennifer Clark, Ledger Columnist

Itching to go 
out to dinner, 

but don’t want to ditch your 
dog? You’re in luck because 
nowadays more restaurants are 
not only allowing dogs on the 
premises, they’re offering up 
dog menus catering to their 
four-legged clientele. 

For the dehydrated pooch, 
there’s Ray’s & Stark Bar at 
the Los Angeles County Mu-
seum of Art that boasts a water 
menu for dogs. 

The Morrison Pub in At-
water Village has three selec-
tions on its dog menu. Where’s 
the Beef, Cock-a-Doodle-Do, 
and Franenweinie [cq] re-
spectively feature hamburger, 
chicken and hot dogs.

In-N-Out serves up pup 
patties—a plain, unseasoned 
and salt free burger.

Home in Los Feliz will 
dole out water and dog treats.

Even while you’re getting 
your caffeine fix at Starbucks, 
you can order a Puppuccino 
for your pup. It’s a small cup 
filled with whipped cream. 

I know my dogs would 
have some GI issues with that, 
so proceed with caution.

And if your pooch has a 
sweet tooth, Sprinkles has a 
doggie cupcake that’s sugar 
free and comes with yogurt 
“frosting.”

Eat up pups!

Ray’s & Stark Bar at LACMA, 
5905 Wilshire Blvd.; The Mor-
rison Pub, 3179 Los Feliz Blvd.; 
Home, 1760 Hillhurst Ave.; 
Sprinkles, 629 Americana Way, 
9635 South Santa Monica 
Blvd., 189 The Grove Drive

The welcoming children’s section at Chevalier’s.
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[OXFORD SQUARE]

A Neighbor’s Tale from a Dark 
Chapter of History
By Murray Cohen, Ledger Columnist

Jorge, our 
neighbor, has 
a story from 
a disgrace-
ful chapter in 
U.S. History.

George ’s 
father was one of thousands of 
Japanese men who immigrat-
ed to Peru from Japan around 
the turn of the 20th century 
seeking opportunity.  

In Peru, George married 
a Japanese woman, had five 
children and became a suc-
cessful merchant. 

In the United States, after 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
the government ordered more 
than 110,000 men, women, 
and children of Japanese ori-
gin, to leave their homes and 
detained them in remote, mil-
itary-style camps.  

In Peru, for reasons still 
unknown or unproven, 2,000 
Japanese Peruvians, mostly 
successful business people and 
their families, were deported 
to internment camps in the 
United States.

George’s family was taken 
aboard a troop carrier to Crys-
tal City Alien Enemy Deten-
tion Facility in Texas.  

The family arrived at 
Crystal City when George was 

seven and they were released 
when he was eleven.  

His memories of the expe-
rience are what you might ex-
pect a child’s memories to be. 
It was an adventure.  

George remembers play-
ing with his friends, but he 
also remembers the humili-
ation of being made to un-
dress en masse, and then be-
ing sprayed with chemicals 
for lice. 

After being released, 
George’s father went on to a 
series of menial jobs. He re-
mained bitter and broken 
throughout his life.  He was 
haunted by the humiliation, 
the injustice and his own per-
ceived inability to protect his 
family. 

George went to college 
and became an engineer.  He 
met his lovely wife, Marcella, 
they moved to Oxford Square 
in 1978 and we all lived hap-
pily ever after.  

But we all live with the 
knowledge that there is evil 
in the world.  Perhaps, if 
we share our experiences, 
learn to understand one 
another and band together, 
the strength of our commu-
nities will protect us from 
evil.

These “Parachute Kids” Have a Safer Landing 
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

LAFAYETTE PARK—In July, 
three Chinese high school 
students appeared in a San 
Gabriel Valley courthouse to 
face charges on the torture, 
kidnapping and assault of an-
other Chinese student. 

The case raised serious 
questions about the phenom-
enon of “parachute kids”—
young international students 

who are sent to schools in the 
United States while their fam-
ilies remain behind. 

As reported in the Los 
Angeles Times, the three stu-
dents—along with some 
others—created their own 
gang-like culture, devoid of 
meaningful adult supervi-
sion from either their assigned 
caregivers or school adminis-

tration. 
The result was a toxic mix 

that might have been prevent-
ed if proper policies had been 
in place—policies like the 
ones that are put into practice 
every day at Pilgrim School. 

Pilgrim School, which 
serves students from pre-
school to high school, has 
been accepting international 
students since 1968. 

 In the beginning, the 
program was populated with 
the children of diplomats who 
wanted to finish their educa-
tion at the school even though 
their parents’ assignment in 
Los Angeles was completed.

Over the years, as the 
school grew, its internation-

al population grew as well.  
When Head of School Mark 
Brooks, arrived at Pilgrim in 
2005, there was an established 
group of trusted “homestay” 
families who housed interna-
tional students for a stipend. 

However, once the num-
ber of international students 
crossed over 20, Brooks be-
came concerned that he 
couldn’t oversee the program 

properly.
“I just didn’t feel that I was 

going to do the best job with 
that many homestay families,” 
he said. “There was too much 
room for error.” 

As a result, the school’s 
former Headmaster’s Resi-
dence was renovated into a 
dormitory, now called the 
Mayflower House and wel-

A dorm room in the Mayflower House at Pilgrim School.

see PILGRIM page 17

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

Aging in Place
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

There is 
a term that 
is used to ex-

press the ideal that people, as 
they are aging, should have the 
opportunity to remain in their 
homes as long as possible. It’s 
called, “Aging in Place.” 

The Center for Disease 
Control defines the term as 
“the ability to live in one’s own 
home and community safely, 
independently, and comfort-
ably, regardless of age, income, 
or ability level.” 

For most older people, it is 
highly desirable to stay where 
they are comfortable and 
where everything is familiar.  

Basically, Aging in Place” 
is a strategy that depends on 
community resources. Ser-
vices, opportunities and in-
frastructure have to be avail-
able so that people can remain 
active and engaged while 
remaining in their homes as 
they grow older. 

The “Aging in Place” 

strategy is followed by the Los 
Angeles City Department of 
Aging through its 16 Multi-
purpose Centers, one in each 
council member’s district. 

They provide comprehen-

sive services, particularly for 
the fragile among us. Home-
delivered meals, transporta-
tion, and social services can 
be vital for remaining in one’s 
home.  

For those of us who can 
get to community locations, 
including senior centers op-
erated by LA Recreation and 
Parks, nutrition programs are 
available.

This brings up another 

term used by social services as 
an ideal. Services should be 
comprehensive with “one-stop 
shopping.”  

That doesn’t mean every-
thing has to be in one place, 
but at the least, assistance 
should be provided to guide 
seniors toward the appropriate 
service in the community and 

to make sure the connection 
to that service takes place.

From my view, this means 
that such city programs for se-
niors as the multipurpose cen-
ters of the LA Department of 
Aging and the senior centers of 
LA Recreation and Parks need 
to develop collaborative pro-
grams so that all seniors can 
have opportunities for “Aging 
in Place” and to do “one-stop 
shopping.”

“Aging in Place” is a strategy that depends on 
community resources. Services, opportunities 
and infrastructure have to be available so that 

people can remain active and engaged while 
remaining in their homes as they grow older. 
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[LAFAYETTE SQUARE]

The Williams’ Sound of Music
By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist

When New York actors 
Keith and Dionne Williams 
started house shopping in 
Los Angeles, Dionne at first 
refused to look at Lafayette 
Square. 

She had her mind set on a 
more cosmopolitan neighbor-
hood that would replicate her 
New York experience.  

However, when Keith fi-
nally convinced her to see the 
Square for herself, she imme-
diately experienced the peace-
fulness of this little oasis. 

In 2002, Keith and Di-

onne purchased a home in 
the Square, built in 1937, that 
was in need of a major face-
lift. At that time, they had a 
son, Owen, 8, and their baby 
daughter, Mae-Lea. 

Before they could finish 
renovations, daughter Ruby 
joined the fold in 2004.

Accustomed to the ano-
nymity of New York City liv-
ing, Dionne found the friend-
liness of her neighbors a little 
disconcerting. However, she 
came to realize that what she 
first interpreted as “nosiness,” 

was actually kindness and con-
cern.   Many of those “nosy” 
neighbors have since become 
close friends.

One of the most remark-
able things about the Williams 
household is the pure joy that 
emanates from it. Dionne tells 
me they occasionally have a 
running opera, where every-
one sings to each other all day 
and night.

Both of their daughters 
are exuberant and talented 
singers, and brother Owen 
plays bass.

This summer, the two old-
er children will be away on the 
east coast.  Mae-Lea will be at-
tending a political leadership 
program while Owen will be 
finishing his degree in music.  
Ruby will be at home to con-
tinue the lovely family opera.

Both Keith and Dionne 
are very busy with current 
projects.  Keith can be seen 
on the TV show “Communi-
ty’ and is currently narrating 
the Ken Burns’ documentary 
about Jackie Robinson.

 Dionne, who has written 
and performed cabaret shows 
and a radio show is now devel-
oping a TV show. Stay tuned.

Keith, Ruby, Dionne and Mae-Lea Williams.  Photo credit: Gina Walker Photography

ing facility and is the first part 
of a multi-phase campus expan-
sion that will eventually include 
additional classrooms, a new 
gymnasium and performing 
arts facility and a new building 
specifically for upper grades. 

Gensler & Associates, a 
collaborative architecture and 

design firm, conceptualized 
the long-term plan for the 
campus expansion.

The project is the re-
sult of a three-year fundrais-
ing campaign that has raised 
$12,000,000 dollars to date.

Donors include FCCLA 
and The Ahmanson Foun-
dation.

PILGRIM from page 8
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comed its first international 
students in 2012.

Today, an international 
student at Pilgrim School is 
allowed to live with a parent 
or grandparent—an arrange-
ment which is monitored by 
Brooks—or, if they are in 9th 
-12th grade, in the Mayflow-
er House, with its four staff 
members. In this way, inter-
national students are under 24 
hour supervision. A handful of 
domestic students also live in 
the dorm.  

According to Brooks, the 
school is also selective about 
the international students they 
accept. Brooks said he and a 
colleague fly around the globe 
to interview prospective stu-
dents and meet a majority of 
them before they step on cam-
pus. 

Students must be conver-
sant in English, pass a stan-
dardized test in English

and once accepted, have 
their English re-assessed for 
proper class level placement. 
There, they learn history, sci-
ence and English taught by a 
faculty member with exper-
tise in teaching non-English 
speakers.  Eventually, the stu-

dents are mainstreamed into 
regular classes.

Brooks acknowledged that 
international student applica-
tions have “skyrocketed” over 
the last few decades through-
out the U.S., particularly for 
boarding schools. 

“You could fill your school 
with international students,” 
he said. “We’re not interested 
in doing that. We are a com-
munity school and we want to 
enrich this community, so we 
limit it.” 

Currently, 25 of Pilgrim’s 
425 students are international 
students who hail from China, 
Korea, Vietnam, Kazakhstan 
and Brazil.

“We love it,” Brooks said. 
“The kids are so interesting 
and they bring a really inter-
esting dynamic to the school.”  

International friendships 
are made and on an academic 
level—particularly in math—
the foreign students have 
pushed the domestic students 
to do better.  

“It’s a real world experi-
ence for our students,” said 
Brooks. “‘It says, ‘This is the 
competition that you’re go-
ing to have, you better get 
used to it.’” 

PILGRIM from page 15

[THEATER REVIEW]

“Zulu Time” Makes Its World Premiere at the Hudson Theatre
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

“Zulu Time,’’ an origi-
nal drama written by Charles 
Faerber and directed by Rich-
ard Kuhlman, takes the audi-
ence on a Navy aircraft carrier 
during the Vietnam War.

The time is 1965, when 
race relations were challenged 
by violent urban uprisings. 
The massive ship is undergo-
ing maneuvers off the Cali-

fornia coast, close enough for 
the sailors to see smoke rising 
from the Watts riots.  

Tensions rise when Ron-
nie (Christopher T. Wood), a 
black petty officer, overhears 
Page Boy (David Ghilardi) 
one of the pilots, say that he 
believes they should be bomb-
ing the rioters.

Riveting dialogue cap-

tures the tensions of the men 
serving on the ship.  Strong 
performances are offered by 
the all-male cast.  

“Zulu Time” runs through 
August 9th, Fridays and Sat-
urdays at 8 pm, Sundays at 
3 pm at the Hudson Theatre, 

6539 Santa 
Monica Blvd.  
$25; off-street 
parking on 
Hudson Ave., 
$5.  (323)960-
7740; plays411.
com/zulu.

Jake Hundley, Tony Grosz and Acquah Dansoh 
Photo credit: Ed Krieger
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[THE GOOD LIFE]

Summer Rosés
By Tara de Lis, Ledger Columnist

If wines 
have a season, 
then rosé is 

definitely in the summer cate-
gory. Drinking dry pink wines 
is a longstanding tradition in 

Europe, and has been gain-
ing steam in the U.S. steadily 
over the past decade. In 2015, 
however, rosé is more than a 
buzzword—it’s everywhere. 
And that’s a very good thing 
for lovers of crisp, typically in-
expensive wine on a hot sum-
mer’s day. 

A brief refresher on rosé 
wines: they’re very different 
from the White Zinfandels 
that were popularized in this 
country in the 1970s. They 
can be the same color, but 
rosé wines tend to be drier and 

more acidic, while the White 
Zins have sugar added for 
sweetness. 

As rosés have gained an 
American following, domes-
tic production has also risen. 

There are now many great 
pinks produced in the U.S., 
though quality imports are 
worth exploring as well. 

The 2014 Curran rosé 
hails from the Santa Ynez 
Valley, only a couple of hours 
drive from Los Angeles. The 
fruits are juicy, but balanced 
with just the right acidity. It’s 
a wine that’s versatile when it 
comes to food pairings, too. 

The 2013 Domaine de la 
Bouverie is distinguished by the 
light pink salmon-like color of 
so many Provençal rosés. It has 

a slight effervescent quality that 
plays well with subtle but pleas-
ing peach notes.

 The 2011 Cune is a much 
bigger, bolder rosé wine, hail-
ing from the Rioja region of 
Spain. There’s a full-bodied 
flavor from the Tempranillo 
grapes, but the wine has mel-
lowed, thanks to a bit of age. 
Now is the prime time to 
drink it. 

There are now many great pinks produced 
in the U.S., though quality imports are 

worth exploring as well.

[RESTAURANT REVIEW] 

Maré’s Sweet and Secret 
Seafood Patio
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

To find the sweet little 
hidden restaurant Maré, start 
at Greenspan’s Grilled Cheese 
shop on Melrose Avenue. Now 
walk confidently through this 
establishment to the kitchen at 
the rear. 

It may look like a dead-
end, but the kitchen staff will 
point you to a heavy door that 
looks like it might lead to a 
walk-in cooler.

Don’t worry, you’re not 
about to be deep-frozen: 
the door leads to the former 
Foundry chef ’s pleasant new 
all-patio restaurant that fea-
tures a tightly-edited menu 
that concentrates on Mediter-
ranean-style seafood and lots 
of seasonal vegetables.

While you’re considering 
the menu, an array of snacks 
is served: a dish of preserved 
kumquats and tiny olives, 
seeded baguettes, and pickled 
sweet peppers. 

There are muddled fruit 
cocktails, like tequila with 
kumquat or whiskey with 
fig and oregano. For now, 
the wine list keeps it super-
simple with one house choice 
of each color, though it may 
eventually grow. 

Order a selection of cru-
dités with two dips and an ar-
ray of lightly steamed and raw 

veggies, or a very Italian Riv-
iera plate of small fried smelts. 

A whole grilled branzino 
or a special, like supple slices 
of raw scallops topped with 
plums, salsa verde and crunchy 
sea beans are also offered.

Mussels, shrimp or clams 
are available with a handful 
of broth variations from white 
wine to curry to corn. 

A bowl of plain spaghetti 
arrives alongside the mussels, 
along with a raw egg, and the 
diner is instructed to mix the 
egg, pasta and leftover broth 
to form a sort of a French ra-
men, a nice touch that makes 
for a heartier dish.

For dessert, choose be-
tween a few simple selections 
like sorbet, semolina cake with 
fruit compote or chili choco-
late crepes. 

Maré’s slightly improvisa-
tional feel, enthusiastic service 
and reasonable prices make it 
a fine spot for a mid-city sum-
mer supper. 

With just a few more 
dishes on the menu—per-
haps a cheese and charcuterie 
plate—it could end up being 
everyone’s favorite secret spot.

Maré
7465 Melrose Ave.
323-592-3226

a “Discretionary Funds Task-
force,” if elected, which would 
provide community leaders an 
opportunity to prioritize and 
determine how such discre-
tionary funds should be used. 

“For too long discretion-
ary funds have been treated as a 
councilmember’s personal ‘slush 
fund’ with their uses closely 
guarded and protected by City 

Hall insiders,” Ryu said during 
the campaign in a statement.

According to Ryu Chief 
of Staff Sarah Dusseault, Ryu, 
who assumed office July 1st, 
is meeting with his transition 
team, composed of community 
members, soon to get input on 
how to best form the task force.

Requests for comment 
from Huizar and Wesson were 
not returned.   

FUNDS from page 10
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GET LOST is a new weekend getaway travel section 
in the Los Feliz Ledger and Larchmont Ledger!  
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[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

Vegas or Vassar:
Which Has Better Odds?
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

As summer comes to an 
end, the college admission 
process starts to heat up. 
Soon, high school seniors na-
tionwide will find themselves 
in the throes of essay writing, 
gathering letters of recom-
mendations and waging their 
odds of admission—called 
“chance me” available on 
various online college admis-
sion websites. 

Since the 1980s when I 
was a rising senior, the pro-
cess of applying to colleges has 
changed significantly. Today, 
rather than filling out individu-
al applications for each college, 
students fill out one centralized 
online application called the 
Common Application.

The Common App, as it is 
known, began as a pilot in 1975 
with just 15 colleges participat-
ing. Now, nearly 500 do. 

Initially, the idea was wel-
comed. What had been hours 
filling out applications was 
now streamlined and simpli-
fied. While most schools still 
request applicants provide 
supplemental materials, like 

short essays or résumés, the 
tedium of filing individual 
forms is long gone.

But no one anticipated 
how the Common App would 
drastically change the numbers 
game. It has so streamlined the 
process that now many high 
school seniors apply to too 
many schools, sending accep-
tance rates plummeting.

In 2015, Columbia Uni-
versity received 31,712 appli-
cations and accepted 6.9%. 
According to IvyWise.com, 
college acceptance rates this 
year dropped as low as 5% for 
the first time for colleges such 
as Harvard and Stanford. 

In comparison, in 1988, 
Columbia had an acceptance 
rate of 65% according to U.S. 
News & World Report. This 
year, 33,531 applied and fewer 
than 7% were accepted.

Most concerning are Cali-
fornia’s acceptance rates.  

According to a press re-
lease generated by UCLA, 
more than 112,000 students 
applied for admission to the 
university this fall. 

Now some are calling for 
reform. Ideas range from in-
creasing application fees to 
doing away with the Common 
App altogether.

There are some who be-
lieve the numbers are mis-
leading and it’s not drastically 
harder to get into your favorite 
school today than it was when 
I was a kid. Either way, it is 
enough to make me think my 
daughter’s odds in Vegas are 
better than her odds at Vassar.

[OUT AND ABOUT] 

August 2015

ART

Evanimals A solo show of Evan 
Yarbrough’s pen and paper 
drawings of famous tv and film 
animals, including surprisingly 
realistic, deanthropomorphized 
takes on cartoon animals. Free. 
Gallery 1988 (East), Fri. July 
31st to Sat. to August 22nd. 
7021 Melrose Ave. Information: 
nineteeneightyeight.com 

BOOKS

Christos Gage Veteran comic book 
scribe Gage stops by Chevalier’s 
Books to promote his new graphic 
novel Lion of Rora (co-written 
with his wife Ruth Fletcher Gage, 
art by Jackie Lewis). The graphic 
novel is a historical epic telling the 
true tale of Joshua Janavel and the 
Waldensians, a group of persecuted 
Christians who fought for freedom 
against the Duke of Savoy in 17th 
century Italy. Free. Chevalier’s 
Books, Thu. August 13th, 7 p.m. 126 
N. Larchmont Blvd. Information: 
chevaliersbooks.com

MUSIC

Cayucas With the summer winding 
down, it’s the perfect time for 
the beachy sounds of indie duo 
Cayucas. It’s a homecoming show 
for the Santa Monica band of 
(literal) brothers as they tour in 
support of their sophomore record 
Dancing At The Blue Lagoon. Tickets 
are $18. The El Rey, Fri. August 
14th, 9 p.m. 5515 Wilshire Blvd. 
Information: theelrey.com

FYF Fest For its 11th year, Los 
Angeles’ premier music festival 
pulls out all the stops with 
performances by Frank Ocean, 
Morrissey, Belle & Sebastian, 
D’Angelo and many many more. 
Single day tickets are $109 dollars, 
general admission is $175 and VIP 
tickets are $329. L. A. Memorial 

Sports Arena & Exposition 
Park, Sat. August 22nd to Sun. 
August 23rd. 3939 S. Figueroa St. 
Information: fyffest.com

THEATER

Deconstructing Broadway As 
one of Sirius/XM satellite radio’s 
Broadway hosts, Seth Rudetsky 
knows a few things about the 
American theater. In his hit 
one-man show Deconstructing 
Broadway, Rudetsky uses video 
clips to explain what makes an 
amazing theatrical performance 
work and contrasts that with some 
of the weirdest Broadway related 
clips he could find: Cher performing 
all of West Side Story, anyone? 
Tickets are $40 to $60. Largo at the 
Coronet, Tue. August 4th, 8:30 p.m. 
366 N. La Cienega Blvd. Information: 
largo-la.com

COMEDY

6th Annual #Summahfest For six 
years now, comedian Howard 
Kremer has been promoting 
his philosophy that you “have a 
summah” and enjoy every summer 

—er, summah—moment. For the 
sixth straight year, Kremer has 
invited his comedian friends to 
celebrate summah with an all 
day party featuring music, food 
trucks, waterslides, free beer, 
face-painting. Comedians include 
Steve Agee, Jade Catta-Preta, 
Brooks Wheelan and Brody Stevens. 
What better way to spend a 
summah Saturday? Free. Nerdmelt 
Showroom at Meltdown Comics, 
Sat. August 1st, 2 p.m. 7522 Sunset 
Blvd. Information: nerdmeltla.com

COMMUNITY

Dinner In the Garden: Summertime 
BBQ The Ebell Club celebrates 
the height of summer with 
a BBQ featuring the flavors 
of Latin America including 
Mexican barbacoa and Brazilian 
churrascaria with traditional side 
dishes. Vegetarian selections will 
also be available. Free for children 
under 8, $15 for children between 8 
and 12, $35 for Ebell members and 
$40 for non-members. The Ebell 
of Los Angeles, Fri. August 7th. 
743 S. Lucerne Blvd. Information: 
ebelleventtickets.com

Morrissey joins Frank Ocean, Belle & Sebastian, D’Angelo and many more at this 
year’s FYF Fest. Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena & Exposition Park, Sat. Au-
gust 22nd to Sun. August 23rd. 

lost to time. 
Over the years the house, 

which is just off Wilshire Bou-
levard, has served as a retire-
ment home for nuns, an office 
building, a boarding house 
for actors and even the film-
ing location of the 1971 horror 
movie Willard. 

According to Perry Hirsch, 
“we didn’t realize how much 
restoration we had to do. 
Plumbing, electrics. They all 
needed to be brought to code.” 

The Hirsches said they 
even consulted photos of the 
house from 1902 to ensure 
they got the right look for new 
lighting fixtures. 

For their efforts, they re-
ceived a commendation from 
the Los Angeles City Coun-
cil and in 1988 the house was 
officially recognized as a Los 
Angeles Cultural-Historic 
Monument. 

When the Hirsches com-
pleted their renovations on 

the house, they said they 
summoned the spirit of 1924 
by throwing a party for 300 
friends with a 16-piece band 
playing in the house’s double 
parlor. But this time, there 
would be no splitting of the 
house in two.

The house has also been 
used as a set in television and 
film, including Beverly Hills 
90210—the Halloween epi-
sode—the Bob Dylan film 
Masked and Anonymous and 
episodes of Scandal. 

The Hirsches enjoyed 26 
years in the house but have since 
relocated to VenturaCounty 
and said they hope someone will 
want to take this architectural 
delight off their hands.

 At $5.88 million, it’s a 
relatively small price to pay for 
a beautiful piece of Los Ange-
les history. 

To see a series of photos 
of the house, visit 
larchmontledgerla.com
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Keller Williams Larchmont 
118 N. Larchmont Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

BRE# 01279107 

759 N. JUNE ST.   HANCOCK PARK ADJ.                    $795,000 
2 Bed /1 Bath. Sun filled, meticulous, sophisticated Spanish  
bungalow, upgraded & remodeled. www.759June.com 

IN ESCROW | MULTIPLE OFFERS 

17330 CUMPSTON ST.   ENCINO  

$1,795,000. 5 Bed/ 4.5 Baths. Magnificent 
home & grounds, Amestoy Estates cul-de-sac.  

651 PARKMAN AVE.  LOS FELIZ 

$785,000. 3 Bed/3 Bath. Vintage California 
Bungalow w/ expansive views. Upgraded, Lush. 

IN ESCROW | MULTIPLE OFFERS 

2625 CANYON DR.  HOLLYWOOD HILLS 

$1,625,000. 3 Bed/3 Bath plus den/4th bath. 
Remodeled, chic Mid-Century Modern home. 

SOLD | MULTIPLE OFFERS SOLD | MULTIPLE OFFERS 

EXPERT SERVICE. 
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS. 

BRE# 01939279 

IN ESCROW | MULTIPLE OFFERS 

580 N. IRVING BLVD.  LARCHMONT VILLAGE    $1,495,000 
3 Bed /3 Baths + Guest Quarters. Move-In ready, fully remodeled 
Mediterranean at the heart of Larchmont. www.580Irving.com 

2176  24TH STREET,  HISTORIC WEST ADAMS        $1,350,000 
5 Bed /4.5 Baths, Pool.  Exceptional 1910 Sumner P. Hunt Arts & 
Crafts residence with beautifully refinished, historic details. 

439 N. ARDEN BLVD.   HANCOCK PARK              $2,500,000 
5 Bed /4.75 Baths. Grand & Unique new construction emulating 
1920’s architecture. Marble surfaces, Fantastic, open floor plan.   

IN ESCROW SOLD 


