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Ryu Promises
“Neighborhoods First”
At Swearing In

By Colin Stutz
Ledger Senior Contributing
Writer

By Allison B. Cohen
LOS ANGELES—Promising to
put neighborhoods first, David Ryu, a former healthcare
worker, was sworn in as Los
Angeles’ first Korean councilmember and the first Asian
American member of the Los
Angeles City Council in a generation June 28th on the steps
of the south lawn of City Hall.
“Wow, this is really happening,” were Ryu’s first words
after taking the oath of office.
Ryu’s parents attended the
ceremony, as did a contingent
of family members from Korea.
“I don’t have much family
here,” Ryu, 39, said. “Thank
you for being here.”

As newly elected Los Angeles City Councilmember
David Ryu gets down to work,
he does so with a long list of
big and small projects left unfinished in Council District 4
(CD4).
From Hancock Park to
Los Feliz, there is a laundry
list of business Ryu is inheriting from termed out councilmember Tom LaBonge.
Across the district, neighbors complain of persisting
traffic and safety issues—
many brought to LaBonge and
his staff but not resolved.
In Hancock Park, for instance, promised left turn arsee RYU page 4

see PROMISES page 13

Brookside Added to Areas
Seeking to Curb “Mansionization”

Residents Say John Burroughs Renovation
Provides Chance to Reimagine Traffic Woes

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

BROOKSIDE–In a bid to join
the ranks of 15 other previously named neighborhoods, Los
Angeles City Councilmember
Tom LaBonge made a motion
June 16th to have Brookside
included in an ordinance that
prohibits “mansionization,”

HANCOCK
PARK—John
Burroughs Middle School—
known informally as JB—has
been selected by the Los Angeles Unified School District
(LAUSD) as one of 11 initial
schools slated for modernization and nearby homeowners
are hoping renovations can
lead to traffic improvements at
the school.
Funded by taxpayers
through Measure Q—a 2008
bond measure that authorized
the school district to issue $7
billion in bonds to repair and
upgrade aging classrooms—
the school can look forward
to tens of millions of dollars
in renovations with the exact
sum to be determined after
the full scope of the project is
decided.
JB was granted the project after an analysis revealed

it as one of the schools most
in need of upgrades ranging from modernizing aging
buildings, to ensuring it is up
to seismic standards and adding more breathing room to
undersized facilities. A start
date has not been set. The
projected length of the entire
project—from first community meeting to final ribboncutting ceremony—is esti-

Real Estate: Modern housing
construction boom, page 9

House & Holmes: The case of the
invisible screen, page 9

call a long crusade to rid the
area of oversized homes they
say harm the character of their
neighborhoods.
During the housing boom
of the early 2000s, a trend began of developers
building
multi-story

the razing or major remodeling of a smaller house to create
a larger structure that is out
of scale with the surrounding
neighborhood.
LaBonge’s motion is just
the latest in what some locals

homes with more square footage than the lots they stood
on. Developers— argued that
it was within the law to build
these homes out of scale and
their fees based on square

Politics:
David Ryu selects Chief of Staff,
page 3

Community News: GWNC
wants city to issue bonds to fund
sidewalk repairs, page 6

see BROOKSIDE page 18

mated to be five years.
In May, LAUSD officials held the first of several
scheduled meetings with some
community members at the
school, which is located between Wilshire Boulevard and
6th Street on South McCadden Place.
Joanne Medeiros, a board
member of the Hancock Park
see BURROUGHS page 10

Out & About: American Idiot at
the Met, page 17, plus 4th of July,
larchmontledgerla.com
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[Letter from the Publisher]
As we complete just
six months
of publication, the
Larchmont
Ledger has quickly become
a new “must read” in the
Larchmont and Hancock
Park area.
We are now launching
two new initiatives to make
reading the Ledger easier
than ever: an app (downloaded for free from an online
app store, like Apple’s and
expected this month) and an
“e-edition” that is ready now
that will look exactly like the
printer paper but will behave
interactively, like a website,
providing readers more opportunity to delve into a topic and advertisers an entirely
new way to promote their

goods or services.
But for a brief three years
in Los Feliz, to be near that
publication, I have lived in
the area since 1994 (on Citrus, Los Palmas and Victoria
avenues), and as a local, I am
excited to bring my neighbors, friends and readers
news that is more thorough,
and often, enterprise and investigative.
As a result, we have gained
the respect and support of
many in the area who desire
a more thorough analysis of
neighborhood issues. Our
goal, when we launched the
Los Feliz Ledger, how celebrating this month its 10th anniversary, was to bring complex
city, state and sometimes even
national stories into context
locally. Our goal is the same
for Larchmont.
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What We’re Asking Our New
Councilman
The Association has put together a list of our top priorities
for our new Councilman, David Ryu: 1) Communication
and Transparency between the Council Office and the
community; 2) Development/Land Use, monitoring
compliance with the Conditional Use Permits (CUPs)
in Hancock Park and Supporting our HPOZ, including
better enforcement of building codes; 3) Improving our
infrastructure-particularly streets, sidewalks and water
pipes; 4) Traffic mitigation and parking; 4) Modifying
the City’s Mobility Plan so that changes in traffic design
doesn’t just dump commuter cars on our streets; 5)
Maintaining the Highland median and supporting Hancock
Park’s trees, and determining appropriate replacements
for lawns; and 6) Crime and Security.
There is some good news about repairs to our damaged
streets. The failed portions of the intersections at Clinton
St. and Cahuenga Blvd., Clinton St. and Wilcox Ave.,
1st St. and June St., 4th St. and June St. and 4th St.
and McCadden Pl. have been repaired. While, Hancock
Park is still waiting for the complete repair of its concrete
streets, this is an important first step.
Don’t forget that even though we’re in a drought, water
your trees. Drop for drop trees are the most efficient
users of water there is. They clean the air, the soil, the
water and provide temperature lowering shade. Trees
only take one or two deep waterings a month. Before
embarking on an expensive tear-out of lawns and
greenery, talk to a landscape architect and get a plan.
A good place to start is the California Native Plant
Society (http://www.cnps.org/) and the Theodore Payne
Foundation (http://theodorepayne.org/). Remember, that
as part of Hancock Park’s HPOZ, installation of artificial
turf in the visible portion of your property will need to be
reviewed by the HPOZ Board. If you’re considering any
changes to the street visible portion of your house, contact
our City Planner, Renata Dragland (renata.dragland@
lacity.org) and fill out the online form: http://preservation.
lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.checklist
to start the
process. The Preservation Plan for Hancock Park can
be found at: www.hancockparkhomeownersassociation.
org/ or preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park).
Report graffiti sightings by calling 311 or at the City’s
Anti-Graffiti Request System: http://bit.ly/1cOXua8 and
by calling Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180
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Want to “Bullet” to San Fran?
By Michael Darling
California High-Speed
Rail has been the subject of
lawsuits and much controversy in California’s Central
Valley and more recently
in the San Fernando Valley
where residents fear that the
construction would cut-up the
community and lead to a loss
of tax revenue due to business
closures.
The railway would take
passengers from Los Angeles
to San Francisco in around 2
hours, 40 minutes, but is not
expected to be complete until
2029 and is expected to cost
$68.4 billion.
How do you feel about highspeed rail to San Francisco?
“I think it’ll be
great for the
state and it’ll
facilitate travel
between
the
Bay Area and
Southern California without
spending hours in a car or at
the airport.”
–Vince L., outside Pickett
Fences
“I think it’s
great. We need
more
public
transportation.
It’s so expensive
to fly and we’re

at the mercy of the airlines and
the 8-hour drive’s so desolate.”
–Emma C., outside Flicka
“In theory, it’s a
good idea, but
the state doesn’t
seem financially
equipped.
Also, both metro areas are connected to airports, so it might be hard to
convince people to take a
train.”
–Tommy H., outside Bonnie
Chance
“I think it’s the
future.
You
need to up the
public transportation
on
the west coast.”
–John H., outside Burger
Lounge
“Fantastic idea!
We need cheaper transportation that takes
you from here
to San Francisco or San Diego. We need to
get people off the road.”
–Bill M., outside Larchmont
Wine And Spirits

Former Garcetti Advisor
Tapped as Ryu’s Chief of Staff
LOS ANGELES—In an unexpected move, new Los Angeles
City Councilmember (District
4) David Ryu has hired Sarah
Dusseault, a former policy advisor for Los Angeles Mayor
Eric Garcetti as his chief of
staff.
Dusseault, 45, recently
worked as the manager for
Bobby Shriver’s failed 2014
campaign for Los Angeles
County Supervisor.
Previously, she served as
Garcetti’s director of policy
from 2006 until 2012 and
then in the same capacity on
his campaign for mayor.
She also worked under Los
Angeles Mayor James Hahn as
a deputy mayor for housing
and homelessness from 2003
until 2004.
According to sources, Ryu
received about 25 resumes for
the position and narrowed
his selection to a handful, including two that ran against
him in the March election:
former Tom LaBonge’s Deputy of Special Projects Sheila
July 2015

Sarah Dusseault

Irani and current chief of staff
to councilmember Paul Koretz, Joan Pelico.
“I hadn’t expected to go
this way,” Ryu said at an event
in June. “But I met with her
and she’s terrific.”
Dusseault earned a B.A.
from Yale College and a J.D.
from the University of California, Los Angeles. She is married to Chris Dusseault, of the
legal team that successfully
argued before and overturned
California’s Prop. 8 by the
United States Supreme Court.
The couple have two sons
and live in Pasadena.
www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Apartment Owners at Standstill
Over Retrofitting Buildings
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer
Los Angeles City Councilmembers are evaluating
methods to pay for the retrofitting of thousands of atrisk buildings citywide while
many property owners are at
a standstill, concerned their
properties are unsafe, but unsure when, and at what cost,
earthquake modifications can
be accomplished.
Experts warn that “The
Big One,” meaning an earthquake larger than any Los An-

Angeles City Council that
the damage of the 1994
Northridge earthquake, actually does not approach the
likely damage, reported at
$48 million and 57 lost lives,
of an expected quake along
the San Andreas fault. According to Jones, in the event
of another major quake, she
estimates one in 16 buildings
will be damaged.
Currently, city officials are
preparing to force apartment
owners, by an
ordinance, to
retrofit an unknown number
of buildings to
prevent
such
damage.
Angelo
Garcia, a real
agent
The National Guard patrolled heavy impacted areas after estate
the 1994 Northridge Earthquake, including at this uniden- who owns a
tified collapsed apartment building. Photo: AFP/Getty building
on
Images. A complete retrospective of the earthquake is
South
Ardmore
available at nbclosangeles.com.news/local/Timeline-TheAvenue
near
Northridge-Earthquake.
Wilshire Bougeles has ever experienced, is
levard and wants to buy three
not a matter of if, but when.
more properties in the area,
They use images of the 1994
said he’s not concerned about
Northridge earthquake for
retrofitting requirements on
reference, including photos of
his current building, because
cars in carports and subterit was built in 1989, but wonranean garages squashed by
ders if those he may purchase
buildings not properly fortified
will require retrofitting.
to withstand an earthquake of
Garcia said he is wary of
Northridge’s 6.8-magnitude.
old buildings altogether, comThe United States Geoparing them to used cars, which
logical Survey’s (USGS)
require more and more repairs.
widely respected earthquake
“After a certain point, the
expert Dr. Lucy Jones has
repairs aren’t worth it,” he said.
see STANDSTILL page 16
previously warned the Los
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RYU from page 1

rows at Melrose and Rossmore
avenues have not been installed, though accidents persist at the intersection, according to neighborhood leaders.
Nearby, stretches of 6th
Street remain riddled with
potholes, despite numerous
requests to LaBonge’s office
to get them fixed. And, residents say, no significant headway has been made to stave
off the “mansionization” that
residents say is plaguing the
neighborhood.
While some say LaBonge is not completely to
blame, others say they have
felt LaBonge’s office has been
“checked out” for months.
Some Hancock Park
homeowners have written to
CD4, asking in emails, “Is
the whole office on vacation?
Aren’t you still community
facing city employees? Come
on guys, this is beyond pathetic,” and, “We have had zero response on this from your office
to any of our emails.”
According to members
of one neighborhood council
in the district, LaBonge’s office went “radio silent” more
than six months ago and one
LaBonge staffer described his
office recently as in “chaos.”
As LaBonge’s former
chief of staff Carolyn Ramsay
ran to fill his seat—facing off
but coming up short against
Ryu in the general election—
members of LaBonge’s staff
such as Greater Wilshire Area
field deputy Ben Seinfeld volunteered on Ramsay’s campaign, giving a perception,

www.larchmontledgerla.com

some say, they were more focused on that than their current responsibilities.
Barbara Savage, president of the La Brea Hancock
Homeowners Assoc., who
has lived in the district for
over 20 years and worked on
LaBonge’s staff from 2011 to
2012, said the changing of the
guard could not have come
fast enough.
She said she has a “feeling
of relief” that with Ryu entering office “now something’s
going to get done.”
According to Savage, who
is also an alternate board member on the Greater Wilshire
Neighborhood Council, the
attitude, lately at least, under
the old regime was one that
lacked urgency. She said staff
approached requests as if they
were burdens. Consequently,
she said, there are many unfulfilled promises.
“Everything caught up
with [LaBonge] and now he

has stuff left on his plate and
he says, ‘Oh shoot!’” she said.
LaBonge denies any slowing down at the end of his long
tenure. He first became councilmember for the district in
2001.
Additionally, he scoffs at
criticism his office became distracted during Ramsay’s long
campaign to succeed him, saying he and his office worked
with the City Ethics Commission to follow all campaign
rules.
“I wish there was more
time,” he said. “In the last
year, I’ve worked harder than
ever before. I am very proud
of the work I’ve done in our
district.”
District community leaders say they predict Ryu will
bring more professional management skills to the job, as
opposed to LaBonge’s often
informal and exuberant approach.

see RYU page 17
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Larchmont Bungalow Plans Appeal
After Judge Dismisses Case as Late
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

LARCHMONT BOULEVARD—
A civil lawsuit brought by
the owner of the Larchmont
Bungalow against the city was
dismissed by a Superior Court
judge June 1st on procedural
grounds.
In the claim, the Bungalow’s owner, Albert Mizrahi,
asserted that the city violated
his constitutional rights of
equal protection by enforcing
a “no seating for dining” covenant for the popular eatery,
but not other similar designated take-out businesses on
the street.
As Mizrahi’s attorneys
failed to bring the action to
trial within five years—a
timeline that was initiated
by the start of legal proceedings regarding the issue—as
required by statute—the case
was dismissed.
Jeff Berke, the attorney
representing Mizrahi, said that
his client intends to appeal
and that the June ruling will
not affect the day-to-day business of the restaurant which
continues to have both indoor
and outdoor seating, a proper
view, Berke said, as the issue
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has not been resolved based on
Mizrahi’s desire to appeal.
“Since we believe the
court’s ruling is in error,”
Berke said, “due process requires that the claims [must
be] resolved—by appeal or
otherwise—before any action
can be taken by the city with
regard to the business.”
The city has said Mizrahi’s
restaurant, which has no servers—orders are only placed by
customers at a single register at
the front of the restaurant— is
not authorized for seated dining, as it is was approved as a
take-out only.
A city ordinance—the
so-called “Q Conditions”—
limits the number of restaurants with tables and chairs on
Larchmont Boulevard. Mizrahi and others have said the
city has ignored those eateries
while singling him out.
Mizrahi is also facing
criminal counts related to the
issue, all misdemeanors, related to Bungalow non-compliance with city codes.
Motions in that case were
expected to be heard in late
June.

Advertise in the Larchmont

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Fixing Sidewalks Like Matterhorns
Has Sky High Costs

1911 imposed repair obligation
on property owners, but a 1973
federal grant provided funds
to the city to assume the entire
cost. The funding only lasted a
few years and a 1974 revision
to the Los Angeles Municipal
Code created an exception for
tree root damage, a significant
portion of the damage throughout the city, and with that exemption, the uneven patches of
concrete proliferated.
A ballot measure to issue
new state bonds to fund repairs
in the late 1990s failed. After

City & community deciding who pays for repairing 11,000 miles worth
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer
The Greater Wilshire
Neighborhood Council wants
the city to fund sidewalk repairs for homeowners by issuing bonds and says that an
independent oversight committee should monitor the
program, according to a letter
from the council.
At issue is a recent city report indicating there are currently an estimated 11,000
miles of buckling sidewalk—
pushed into crests and dips
from overgrown tree roots—
citywide.
The topic of why Los
Angeles has so many broken
sidewalks has long been debated but was revived recently
with new urgency when the
city committed to spending
$1.4 billion on repairing sidewalks due to a settlement in
an American with Disabilities Act (ADA) lawsuit that

claimed broken sidewalks denied access and mobility to the
disabled.
A few options have been
floated to fix the sidewalks including what’s called “fix and
release,” where the city pays
for the first repair of a sidewalk and the property owner
thereafter.
Both the GWNC and
the Mid City Neighborhood
Council support this option,
as does the Los Angeles Administrative Officer, which
assesses costs of proposed city
policies and makes recommendations to the Los Angeles
City council.
“Fix and release” is one of
seven possibilities that could
become law. Currently, city
agencies are hearing public
comment on the issue at various community meetings that
will conclude in late July.

Other options include
property owners assuming
complete financial responsibility, sharing half the cost of
repairs with the city and one
option that would make the
city completely responsible for
the repairs.
A California law enacted in

that, local lawmakers used $9
million out of the city’s budget to tackle the issue. But that
only made a dent, fixing 46
miles of broken sidewalk.
Finally, the city implemented a cost-sharing pilot
program in 2005, the “50/50
Program,” which is now up
again for reconsideration, in
which property owners’ sidewalks were fixed faster if they
split the costs with the city.
But funds for that plan were
depleted, according to the city,
just four years later.
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Plan to Reduce Car Lanes on Major
Streets Approved with Concerns
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer		
The city’s “Mobility 2035
Plan,” that could possibly become the master plan for future decisions regarding Los
Angeles transportation issues,
was passed unanimously by
the city’s Planning Commission May 28th, with one commissioner expressing concern
that the public and emergency
responders have not weighed
in regarding the plan’s ramifications.
While the plan’s intent is
to encourage Angelenos out of
their cars to travel by bike or
public transit and to increase
the walkability of Los Angeles, one of its possibly controversial components is removing car lanes throughout Los
Angeles on a variety of major
thoroughfares.
Although passed unanimously by the six present
members of the nine-member
Planning Commission, not
everyone voting was enthusiastic.
Commissioner Richard
Katz—a former state legislator who has also served on
the boards of the Los Angeles
County Metropolitan Transit
Authority and Metrolink—
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pointed out that city planners
were recommending to reduce
traffic lanes on major streets in
an attempt to change Angeleno’s deeply entrenched driving
culture, where many citizens,
he said, on average have a 20mile commute to work.
“I don’t believe you can reduce lanes to enforce behavior
changes [in commuting],” he
said.
Katz also voiced concerns
city planners had not heard
input from the police and
fire departments, when such
a reduction in vehicular lanes
could significantly affect response time.
During the hearing, Katz
recalled earlier when he asked
city planners what metrics had
been used to decide to not reassign some current streets as
one-way only in the plan.
He said their response was
that no metrics were involved
and that the city had concluded converting some streets to
one way wasn’t considered “a
good idea.”
“I question a plan that
is based on value judgments
that are made by folks who
leave options out on what they

think is a good idea or not,”
said Katz. “I’d much rather
see a plan with a whole range
of options and let policy makers decide what options are in
there or not.”
Plan details will now
be heard by the City Council’s Planning and Land Use
Committee (PLUM) and its
transportation committee. Ultimately, it expects to be considered by the full city council.
Jim O’Sullivan, who
founded the advocacy group
“Fix the City” and is the cur-

www.larchmontledgerla.com

rent president of the Miracle Mile Resident Assoc.,
said he plans to file a lawsuit if the plan is approved.
O’Sullivan has also threatened litigation, related, in
part, to an increase in traffic, in light of the recently
city council approval of the
Academy Museum on Wilshire
Boulevard and Fairfax.
“I have never seen an [Environmental Impact Report]
where the police and fire departments have not weighed
in,” O’Sullivan said. “So that

in and of itself—when we get
in front of a judge—is going to
be real interesting.”
Streets that have been identified in the plan for a vehicle
lane downsize include Hollywood Boulevard, Melrose Avenue and Beverly Boulevard.
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ADVERTISE NOW

50% off

Sign on as a Founding Advertiser
and receive 50% off advertising
What Our Advertisers are Saying
about the Larchmont Ledger:

FOREVER

“As a neighborhood business, it’s important for our

After only publishing now for six months, the Larchmont Ledger
already brings the same provocative news reporting — mixed with
local features, school news and featured columnists — that our
other publication, the Los Feliz Ledger, has brought to Los Feliz
and surrounding neighborhoods since 2005. As a result, we have
gained the respect and support of many in the area who desire a
more thorough analysis of neighborhood issues. Our goal when we
launched our Los Feliz paper was to bring complex city, state and
sometimes even national stories into context locally. Our goal is the
same for Larchmont.

stores to be both fun and convenient. The coupon we
chose to advertise in The Larchmont Ledger has been
a great way to not only get new customers in our door,
but also walking out with something they love.”
– Landis’ Labyrinth Toy Shop & Landis General Store
“Advertising in the Ledger is the most cost efficient
means for me to reach a large audience of potential clients. The neighborhoods they cover allow wide-spread
access to a target rich environment, which I couldn’t
attain on my own.”
– Rob Menz, RJM Financial Group
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Larchmont Ledger

Multi-units in Multiple Locations Go Modern

[House & Holmes]

The Curse of the
Invisible Screen

By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

The proposed project at 501-543 N. Wilton Place

A multi-unit housing construction boom is underway in
Los Angeles’ oldest neighborhoods. From mid-city to Echo
Park, the building trend is towards increased density.
Many of these new residential and mixed-use projects
are the result of changes in the
city’s zoning laws, which allow small lot subdivisions, and
SNAP—the Station Neighborhood Area Plan—which permits increased building heights

and relaxed parking requirements near Metro transit hubs.
What many have noticed
is the predominance of one
architectural style—boxy and
contemporary, with stucco exteriors.
It’s a style some argue aesthetically incongruous with
the look or scale of the city’s
older neighborhoods.
The developments are
popping up near the Los Angeles River, Echo Park and Los

Feliz as well as locally
in Larchmont Village
and Beverly Grove,
much to the dislike
of many vocal community members.
Projects
have
been said to have
“the ambiance of a
residential strip mall,”
are an “abomination,”
have a “cookie cutter” design or
are “franchise looking.”
Larchmont’s project, temporarily called “525 No. Wilton Place,” is still in the early
stages.
The development will
have 88 apartments between
Clinton Street and Maplewood Avenue, just south of
Melrose Avenue. Nine homes
will be razed to make way for
its slated five-stories.
In Mid-City’s Beverly
see MODERN page 13

By Rob Loos & and his sidekick, Dave
My home was
built before
air conditioning, so people
opened windows at night to let
the cool air inside and then the
house would stay temperate all
day long.
That’s a good plan except
that in the evening, bugs, flies,
spiders and mosquitos want to
come inside to visit.
So window screens were
developed. In 1926 they were
called “invisible screens,”
which were a “thoroughly
modern contraption” that
put the screen on a roller that
slides down grooves inside the
window frame.
Seems like a good idea,
except that our screens haven’t
worked since FDR’s last fireside chat.

So, first, I examine the situation, then, like any guy who’s
made it through 7th grade
wood shop, I grab the two handles on the screen and pull as
hard as I can. It doesn’t budge.
Hit it with WD-40? Nope.
That would just make a mess.
I decide I need a super
hero, an expert, one of those
guys from a home improvement show—only real. So, I
call my friend Dave.
He’s a professional contractor with nearly super-human fix-it skills.
Dave looks at the screen,
then explains my choices: (1)
Move, (2) Fix the old screen (a
project), (3) Install an outside
screen.
Choice 1 is not an option;

see HOLMES page 13

The Dancing Realtor

PHOTOGRAPHY BY SUSAN LONDONER 323.646.9927

The One and Only Jennifer Nairnsmith — that’s who!
Local Realtor & Neighborhood Expert

Long Time Resident of Wilshire Park
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Mayor Appoints Tom Gilmore
To Helm LaBonge’s Sister Cities
Non-Profit
By Allison B. Cohen
LOS ANGELES—Los Angeles
Mayor Eric Garcetti has appointed real estate developer
Tom Gilmore as Chairman of
Sister Cities of Los Angeles.
Outgoing Los Angeles City
Councilmember Tom LaBonge will serve as Chairman
Emeritus of the non-profit.
The 501(c)(3) coordinates
civics, education, culture,
trade, economic development
and travel in exchange with
other cities worldwide.
The organization became
a sore spot for LaBonge’s former Chief of Staff, Carolyn
Ramsay, during her failed
election campaign to replace
him after a LaBonge staffer,
Kamilla Blanche Stern—who
also served as the director
of the non profit— said she
would turn over two year’s

worth of financial documents
to the Ledger but only after
the May 19th election.
It remains unclear why
Blanche Stern wanted to delay
providing the documents.
The Ledger eventually
filed a California Public Records Request for the documents, including the request
of the non-profits bylaws, but
still has not received them.
Additionally, the Ledger
sought earlier this year information related to the apparent
double payment to Blanche
Stern for Sister Cities services
contracted in 2013 by another
city department while she was
likewise being paid as a LaBonge staffer for the same work.
Blanche-Stern refused to
answer questions through an
attorney.

BURROUGHS from page 1

are just some of the problems
Medeiros has witnessed, since
she moved across the street
from the school in 2005.
Although the Los Angeles
Dept. of Transportation has
placed a lone officer daily at
the site, Medeiros said she feels
the officer is overwhelmed
when the school’s current
enrollment of 1,850 are dismissed, nearly all at once, with
parents and others waiting at
the site for pick up.
As such, Medeiros said she
hopes what is officially called
the “Comprehensive Modernization Project” will allow for
dialogue between the LAUSD
and the community for traffic
calming solutions.

Homeowners Assoc. advocated for the proper preservation
of the school’s historic buildings, but her number one concern—shared by other local
residents—was that the modernization plan address traffic
safety concerns.
“There is no master plan
for the safe pick-up of students at the end of the day,”
Medeiros said. “Hundreds
of students are released at the
same time and there is massive
chaos.”
Double parking on the
blocks nearest to the school,
residents unable to get into or
out of their own driveways and
traffic accidents—including
those involving pedestrians—

Page 10 HEARTH & HOME
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SILVER LAKE BAKERY AND MARKET

LINCOLN HEIGHTS CREATIVE RETAIL
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2825 - 2829 Bellevue Ave. 90026

2652 Pasadena Ave. 90031

1920’s vintage brick bldg.
Great storefront windows facing the street
Quaint south Silver Lake residential neighborhood
Entire building or just the corner space
Certificate of occupancies for a Bakery and/or Market use.
The market space comes with a type 20 – off sale beer and
wine license.

957 to 3,300 SF $3.25-$3.50 / SF / NNN

Vintage brick construction
Occupy one to six spaces. Landlord open to variety of uses
Enterprise Zone. LAC4 zoning.
Proximity to major transit.
Near quaint store fronts and residences
Within sight of Downtown LA. Proximity to higher priced
Glassell Park. Lease now. Rates are trending upward.

1K–8K SF $1.90 / SF / NNN

COMING SOON
H
EC
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K

EIGHTFOLD COFFEE • ECHO PARK BOXING AND
MARITAL ARTS • ALI GOLDEN (women’s fashion)
ESQUELETO (art, jewelry)

E
LV
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R
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LA

E

HEMINGWAY & SONS
(men’s clothing and accessories)
1615 Silver Lake Blvd., Silver Lake

1296 to 1302 Sunset Blvd., Echo Park

Call (323) 668-7500 x222
For a FREE Property Valuation and Analysis
Looking for an apartment?

We can help! Leasing@clintlukensrealty.com

4427 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90029
(323) 668-7500 ph (323) 668-7501 fx
clukens@clintlukensrealty.com
www.ClintLukensRealty.com
BRE Lic #01367014
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Losing My Empathetic Self Over Illegally Operating Local Hotel
By Murray Cohen, Ledger Columnist
Let me preface this rant
by saying that I have recently
been trying to work on my
empathy skills. I kid you not.
But, I think the following falls
directly into my long-dead,
non-empathetic father’s category of “What the hell are
these idiots thinking?!”
I just got an email from
my Oxford Square neighbor
with the subject line: “Illegal

Hotel Still Operating!” The
note goes on to read: An illegal hotel continues to operate
at 1250 S. Windsor Blvd. They
even have a website. We have
been trying to get the city to
shut this down for a year and
the silence we get in return is
very frustrating.”
I had heard about this
“hotel” through the neighborhood newsletter but I thought

they were exaggerating a bit.
I was wrong.
This is a hotel, no ifs, ands,
or buts. Their website is chockfull of room descriptions and
photos of apparently famous
people who have stayed at the
“Windsor House Hotel.”
So, I sent an email to
the office of our Los Angeles
City Councilmember Herb
Wesson. Then I spoke with

two other neighbors who live
near it. They say they’ve been
complaining to the city’s code
enforcement and the councilmember’s office for over a year,
but without a response.
Then I called 311 to see
what I could stir up, of course
keeping my empathy gameface on.
Clarissa, the extremely
empathetic 311 operator, told

me that this address has had
complaints of an illegal business and boarding house since
2011—that’s four years, not
one.
She told me she would
transfer me to a “senior” code
enforcement person at the
city’s building and safety department, but all I got was a
voicemail. Trying for my best
empathetic self, I left a nice
message.
“I hope for a call back,” I
said sweetly.
see OXFORD page 15

[editorial]

Next Generation Online Voting
Is Right for Neighborhood Councils
By Fred Mariscal
Recently, two city agencies moved toward implementing online voting, starting
next year, for Los Angeles’ 95
neighborhood councils, which
is now waiting for mayor review and approval.
It’s interesting to note that
full citizenry participation within the neighborhood council
system has taken some time to
develop, akin to the time it took
for many parts of Latin America, and in particular Mexico, to
fully democratize.
In the late 1990s, Los
Angeles was facing a crisis as
discontented neighborhoods
across the city who were expressing displeasure of under
representation. The neighborhood councils were then created in the hope of bringing
more Angelenos together: residents, homeowners, renters,
students, undocumented, rich,
poor and the homeless.
But sometimes it seems
just the opposite is happening.
Today’s neighborhood councils tend to have frequently reoccurring boardmembers and
little voter turnout at polling
locations for council elections.
The Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment—a city
agency that oversees the neigh-

borhood councils—promotes
that they were formed to improve city services and as an
experiment in citizen-engaged
democracy. Online voting is
an example of what the councils were created for: to better
engage Angelenos and it’s an
experiment in democracy all
neighborhood councils should
embrace.
Some, however, have expressed concern about the safety
and veracity of online voting for
neighborhood councils. While
these concerns are justified,
they are overblown. In my view,
some current councilors are
afraid online voting could possibly mean they would be voted
out of office, as certainly more
ballots would be cast thereby
ensuring a diversity of elected
neighborhood councilmembers.
The vendor that has been
chosen to manage and oversee
neighborhood council online
voting, “Everyone Counts,”
has nearly two decades of experience in successfully deploying secure, reliable and
transparent elections all over
the world, delivering both online and best practice paper
ballots to millions of voters in
over 165 countries. I, for one,
see EDITORIAL page 15

Betsy Malloy
Mastering the Art of the Deal
One of Los Angeles most Dedicated
Real Estate Brokers
Betsy Malloy
(323) 806-0203

betsy@betsymalloy.com

251 N. Larchmont Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90004
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non-conforming look, among
others.
Grove area, community memTypically homes on small
bers are vehemently protesting
lot
developments
tend to be
the possible construction of
stacked
vertically
on
multi-levels
eight three-story townhomes
with garages on the ground level
developers hope to price at
and open plan kitchens.
over $1 million each.
Condominiums
and
Called the Edinburgh Avapartment buildings often feature
open plan “great
rooms” that combine living and
dining areas. Exteriors are generally
clean and modern
with oversized windows and sliding
doors.
“Partially it’s
a trend in modern
architecture
and
The LFNC’s request to have designers of their choosing work with developers on the look of “City Lights,” it’s partially due
(pictured above) was approved.
to zoning codes,”
said Scott Plante,
enue project, it can only move
an architect, who co-chairs
forward with the city’s approvthe Silver Lake Neighborhood
al to evict eight families from
Council’s Urban Design &
their current 100-year-old rent
Preservation Committee.
stabilized homes.
The development of
A committee of the Mid
multi-units is a complicated
City West Neighborhood
and multi-faceted process due
Council recently voted against
to the numerous players and
the project, citing traffic conentities involved: the developcerns, the project’s size and its
MODERN from page 9

PROMISES from page 1

Ryu went on to name the
neighborhoods of the sprawling Council District 4 in
various languages including
Korean, Hebrew, Tagalog,
Chinese, French and Spanish.
“I was sent here by the
neighborhoods,” I now represent, Ryu said, “with very
few Asian voters. I was chosen
by the neighborhoods to put
neighborhoods first.”
Council District 4, which
spreads from Silver Lake to
Sherman Oaks, is 7.4% Asian
American.
In a compelling and concise speech, Ryu listed difficulties facing Americans and
Angelenos alike, including
homelessless, inflation, parents’ inability to afford college
tuition and, until recently, not
being able to marry the one
you love, the last comment
referencing the June 26th U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision on
same sex marriage.
He spoke about the mothers and grandmothers who, he
said, “are the backbone of society.”
“My grandmother,” he
said through tears, “was one of
the great immigrants,” I thank
for paving the way for all immigrants to have a better life
here in Los Angeles.
“I will remember every
day,” he said, “why I am here
and how I got here.”
On the dais behind Ryu,
sat several community members—who are now on Ryu’s
transition team—including
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Councilmember Bill
July 2015

Funderburke, Hancock Park
Homeowners Assoc. President Cindy Chvatal, Sherman
Oaks Neighborhood Council
President Jill Banks Barad and
Barbara Ferris, a long-time Los
Feliz neighborhood advocate.
The swearing in ceremony was the first time Ryu has
publically engaged with Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
and its City Council President
Herb Wesson.
During
his
remarks
Garcetti, said Ryu had “great
guts” and that he admired his
election campaign. He then recounted how outgoing Council District 4 councilmember
Tom LaBonge always carried
car jumper cables in his trunk,
in case someone needed assistance in the district.
But of Ryu, he said: “David is a jumper cable,” with
great energy.
After thanking others in
attendance—including Ryu’s
former boss, former Los Angeles County Supervisor Yvonne
B. Burke and mentor California State Treasurer John Chiang—Ryu told the crowd of
about 150, he had nearly forgotten to mention Wesson.
“Thank you Council President Wesson for rearranging
your schedule so you could
be here today,” Ryu said, “because without you, I cannot
get anything done.”
Both Garcetti and Wesson endorsed Ryu’s competitor, former LaBonge Chief of
Staff Carolyn Ramsay, in the
election.
Ryu’s first day in office
was July 1st.

er, future residents, the neighborhood, the city and zoning
administrators.
While architecture is the
most visible aspect of any real
estate development, the cost
of land and materials, parking
requirements, height limits,
permits and more also impact
what is built in the future.
“It’s common everywhere,”
said Plante, the architect,

who said the SLNC’s design
committee encourages more
thoughtfully designed projects.
“The city is built out.”
However, as recommendations by local neighborhood
councils are advisory only, the
city is the ultimate authority.
“It comes down to the
property and zoning,” Plante
said. “Growth is not going to
stop.”

HOLMES from page 9

Choice 2 is great, but Dave
estimates demo, rehanging,
re-plastering, re-painting all
at about the cost of what I
paid for my first car. So, it’s
Choice 3. Put in a couple of
holders, have a screen sized
at OSH and don’t tell anyone
about the thoroughly modern
contraption you just worked
around. Solved!

“They say you are known by the company you keep. At Sotheby’s International Realty we are
fortunate to be known for the exceptional agents that distinguish us in communities all over
the world. “

JUST SOLD - OVER ASKING
Charming Craftsman with guest suite, less than a mile from Larchmont Village.

"Simply put, Kat Nitsou of Sotheby's International Realty is the most attentive, hard working and
helpful Realtor I have ever worked with. Her attention to detail and awareness made this process
delightful.
Kat is patient, kind, a great listener and always willing to go the extra mile to make sure the
decision you make is the right one for you. You could tell she genuinely cared. Thank you for a
fantastic experience, Kat.”

Presented by Sotheby’s International Realty’s

Kat Nitsou

310.999.9080
kat.nitsou@sothebyshomes.com
katnitsouhomes.com
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Kat Nitsou’s CALbre# 01945098
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Lipson Plumbing and Heating:
A Tradition of Small-Town
Personalized Service
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

Bob and Zeb Vacca

LARCHMONT VILLAGE— Bud
Rice and his wife, Betty, have
put a lot of love into their 1926
Spanish Revival on N. Norton
Ave., but sometimes their house
hasn’t loved them back. Over
the last 60 years, they’ve had
sewer stoppages, leaks in the
bathrooms and drainpipes
that needed replacing.
“The first folks we think
about calling is Lipson,” said
Rice. “They come in and repair the old stuff and bring it
back to life again.”
Rice can, and will, go on
about Lipson’s reasonable prices and their fast and courteous
service. He’s been a satisfied
customer of theirs for decades.
He and Betty could tell us
even more about loyalty. They
were married at St. Brendan
Church in 1947.
Lipson Plumbing and
Heating goes back even further.
Jack Lipson founded his company in the 1930s. He set up shop
right in Larchmont Village and
over the years built a strong local reputation for reliability.
In 1976, Bob Vacca, and
his brother-in-law Jim Domay,
bought the business, keeping
the name and same dependable service.
According to Zeb Vacca, Bob’s son, the two ran
the company together until
Domay’s retirement in 2004.

It’s always been family run.
Zeb came to work
for his father full time
in 2001, shortly after
getting his degree in
Geology from Occidental College.
“Working
in
Hancock Park homes
makes houses everywhere else
seem straightforward,” said
Zeb. “A lot have old galvanized pipes and fixtures made
out of brass so they are much
thicker and heavier, and last a
really long time.”
Lipson Plumbing has eight
professionals on staff. “Some
started before I was born,” said
the younger Vacca. They have
commercial clients—including
Occidental College, Farmers
Market, CBS Television City
and even the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles—but still manage
to prioritize the residential customers in the neighborhood.
Foremost on Angelenos’
minds, Zeb said, is water conservation. Lipson Plumbing
works with homeowners to help
cut back with products like faucet aerators and efficient lowflow toilets—which Zeb insists
work 10 times better than the
toilets of 20 years ago.
The Vaccas are grateful to
maintain a personal connection
with folks in and around Larchmont Village. They like being
small-town plumbers and enjoy having folks walk into their
Larchmont Blvd. shop.
“People bring in parts
that need replacing or order
fixtures,” said Vacca. “We can
troubleshoot and answer questions, and provide service if
needed.”

Larchmont
Ballet

(formerly Outback Studios since 1982)

Second location: Dance Arts Academy
Monday nights only 7:30-9:00pm

SCHOOL & THEATRE
Beginners to Pre-Professional

Jennifer Nairn Smith
Master Ballet Teacher and
Pilates Instructor

Jennifer Nairn Smith:
Associate of the Royal Academy
of Dancing London;
handpicked by Balanchine for the
New York City Ballet; original Fosse
dancer; in the original cast
of the Tony Award-winning
Broadway show Pippin and the
Academy Award-winning
movie All That Jazz;
trained directly with Joseph Pilates,
Carola S. Trier & Ron Fletcher.

ADULTS
Professional Balanchine Technique Class
Beginner/Intermediate
Pilates Mat work and Zena Rommett Floor Barre
Fosse Jazz
CHILDREN
Pre-Ballet, Ballet I and Beginner/Intermediate
Fosse Jazz
Beginner Tap
Hip Hop Dance

Private and Small Classes (max. 10 students)
“Ms. Jennifer is so beautiful and the perfect dancer.
She has great posture and is teaching me amazing stretches.
I feel I am learning a lot from her.” - Lauren Norrix, 7 years old
“I am thrilled with my daughters’ experience with Ms. Jennifer at
Larchmont Ballet. Each week, they come out of class happy and
energized and can’t wait to show me all of the cool positions and
stretches they’ve learned. They love it!” - Marqui Hood

For more information on private, group and
class schedule go to www.LarchmontBallet.com
or call 323-273-2717
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[Mother of Invention]

“Team Players” Aren’t Born That Way
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

cer dads, Bobby Salomon, for
his take on youth sports. He
grew up in Montreal playing
hockey, soccer, and baseball
and had aspirations of playing

At some point as they enter
adulthood, our kids will probably field the standard Human
Resources question, “Are you a
team player?”
What I’ve found in my
career is that regardless of the
team—not just traditional sports
but chess teams, debate squads,
and glee clubs—true team players have played competitively at
some point, somewhere.
Recently, my daughter’s
soccer team of 8-year-old girls
won their first tournament.
The girls were ecstatic, as were
the parents and coaches who
spent many a weekend ferrying them all over So-Cal.
We spent the previous season getting run over by teams
from the Inland Empire, but
the Hollywood FC girls’ team
had now officially “arrived.”
While no one would deny
it’s fun to win, we all know
it’s not the real prize in youth
sports. The endgame is something much bigger.
Watching kids blossom
through sports is not easy. It’s
fraught with competition, drama, injuries, and crying.
When I’m on the sidelines
in 109-degree San Bernardino
heat, I try to remind myself of
the payoffs in terms of teamwork, camaraderie, and selfconfidence.
There may be future academic benefits as well. According to Livestrong.com,
playing on a high school
sports team increases a young
woman’s chances of graduat-

ing from college by 41 percent.
And it goes
further. As young
athletes continue
on past school,
they carry added
benefits into the
working world. An
impressive number of CEOs from
the likes of Whole
Foods, IBM, Bank
of America, and
GM all played college sports.
Teams
are
huge confidenceboosters. As a devout ballplayer and
youth coach, my
husband revels in
“the moment they
get it”—when a The columnist’s daughter, Amalia
kid makes his first
basket, gets his first
hockey professionally.
base-hit, or scores her first goal.
Bobby is one of the most
I’ve seen the look on their
nurturing
sports dads I’ve met
faces in that moment, too, and
and he helped put it all in perit’s that noticeable, like watchspective.
ing a flower bud unfold before
“Talent is just one of the
your eyes.
factors
that go into achieving
My daughter’s team has
success at the highest levels,”
given her a unique kind of conhe said. “Heart and passion
fidence. It has also put her in the
win the big games.”
company of other young girls
He then summed it all up.
who, together, create a fierce dy“If you love yourself, you
namic of competitive instinct,
may
lose, but you can never
emotional strength, physical
fail.”
toughness, speed, and smarts.
For all the sports parents
They get knocked down,
who spend their weekends
and get right back up. Whethsweating on the sidelines, and
er they win or lose, they come
for the kids who come back
off the field patting each other
bruised and battle-scarred,
on the back.
that is the true endgame.
I asked one of the soc-

OXFORD from page 12

not responding to four years’
worth of complaints. I want
the city to shut down the hotel and then personally visit
every neighbor on Windsor
Boulevard and apologize for
refusing to serve their constituents. This isn’t some gray
area. This isn’t Airbnb. This

Empathy, Murray, empathy. Everyone is busy, they’re
doing the best they can, I
think to myself.
Forget empathy. I want
action. Wait, I don’t just want
action… I want revenge. I
want to see someone pay for

July 2015

EDITORIAL from page 12

believe they can do the same
here in Los Angeles.
How can we truly represent a community when on
election day we only get 10,
eight and sometimes even one
vote? How can neighborhood
councils be truly representative and effective at lobbying
City Hall with such a dismal
civic engagement? Neighborhood councils can’t continue
to function this way.
When I first ran for a
seat on the Greater Wilshire
Neighborhood Council in
2010, I won by one vote. The
Los Angeles City Clerk certified the election. But still the
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council would not seat
me on the board, saying the
City Clerk couldn’t verify the
voters’ identifications who had
voted in the election.
Really? This kind of problem will be removed with online voting by requiring voters
self affirm or provide documentation they live, work,
own property or have a stake
in the community. Voters will

receive secret voting codes,
once verified, to cast a ballot.
Telephone voting, as well as
the traditional in-person voting at a voting location, will
also be available. Neighborhood councils have been given
an option to decide if they
want to participate.
The voting, expected to
cost $552,000 will be funded by unused neighborhood
council funds from 2013-2014
that would normally roll over
in the city’s general fund.
Online voting is a must
as neighborhood council’s
grow in esteem and influence
throughout the city. Having
such a way for stakeholders
to vote is vital to Los Angeles
becoming a better city, a 21st
century city, a more innovative
city that can set an example
nationwide.
Fred Mariscal is a current
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood
Council boardmember and was
a candidate in the recent Los
Angeles City Council District 4
election to replace Tom
LaBonge.

is an illegal hotel.
It’s at this moment I return to the memory of my
cigar-chomping father who
would say to me upon having
to wait to be served in a restaurant, “Who do I have to sleep
with to get a glass of water in
this joint?”

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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According to the school’s
website and information provided by the LAUSD, JB opened in
1924 with 400 students in one
building that currently faces
South McCadden Place. Three
more buildings were built in the
1920s, with other permanent
structures going up between
the late 1950s and late 1970s,
expanding the school to its current footprint.
As enrollment continued
to grow, the school added
“portables”—essentially modified trailers—for more classrooms. Today, 26% of classrooms are portables.
According to the California Dept. of Education’s
website, the school’s enrollment, for grades 6th through
8th, peaked during the 20032004 school year at 2,400

STANDSTILL from page 4

Garcia said if the city is
going to craft policy and spend
money, they should subsidize,
via low-or no-interest loans,
the demolition of old buildings instead of requiring them
to be retrofitted, allowing a
state-of-the-art rebuild of the
property instead.
Without any clarity of the

Page 16

students.
Among its illustrious
graduates, JB can point to
crime novelist, James Ellroy,
former supermodel and television producer, Tyra Banks,
and newly elected Los Angeles
City Councilmember (District
4), David Ryu.
Ryu returned briefly last
February to his alma mater for
a Council District 4 debate.
The 91-year-old school
has enjoyed its own time in
the spotlight, having been
featured in several films such
as “Pleasantville” and” Never
Been Kissed.” When Disney
shot the movie, “Prom” at
the school in 2010, producers—with the approval of the
Windsor
Square-Hancock
Park Historical Society—refurbished the school’s front
stone and brick façade with

their own funds.
Throughout the years,
the surrounding community
has been supportive of the
school. The Wilshire Warriors Pony Baseball League
plays many of its games on
JB’s sports fields and, previously, the Wilshire Sports Assoc. youth baseball program,
helped fund maintenance for
the school’s play yards.
In recent years, the Hancock Park Homeowners Assoc.
and the Windsor Square-Hancock Park Historical Society
have helped raise tens of thousands of dollars to upgrade
the school and surrounding
grounds.
Indeed, local resident Medeiros has been a key player in
organizing, implementing and
maintaining improvements to
the landscaping at JB.

matter, many multi-unit property owners, fearing their buildings are unsafe, are at a standstill,
not able to prepare financially if
the ordinance is passed. City officials currently have no timeline
for such a decision.
Previously, it was expected
the city would release a list of
impacted buildings last January. That information has
been delayed, according to Jeff

Millman, a spokesperson for
Garcetti.
Currently, there are multiple motions by various city
councilmembers being considered regarding how the
retrofitting can be funded.
Issuing new city bonds to
pay for part or all of it is one
possibility as well as splitting
the cost of retrofitting with
property owners.

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Rock Steady College Counseling
Kerry Rock
College Counselor
310-505-0755
kerryrocksteady@gmail.com
rocksteadycollegecounseling.com

“It doesn’t have to be crazy!”
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[Theater Review]

[Restaurant Review]

Green Day’s American Idiot Rocks
The Met Theatre

Vernetti Sparkles on Larchmont

By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

Recently-opened Vernetti
has injected a new energy into
Larchmont’s dining scene, with
packed tables and a busy sidewalk patio. The former Girasole
space has been revitalized into a
casually elegant spot, open for
breakfast, lunch and dinner.
Owner Steve Vernetti, a
longtime resident of the area,
had been looking for a restaurant space for years when
he heard neighborhood staple
Girasole was for sale.
The owner “didn’t want
her business to go to just anybody,” Vernetti said, “She
wanted to find someone suitable in the neighborhood.”
“I knew what the potential
was,” Vernetti said, since he and

By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic
his wife, Joanna, had eaten there
several times. When the space
next door also became available,
he realized it was a chance to
build out an eatery that could
compete in L.A.’s frenzied restaurant scene.
After running Girasole
for a year, Vernetti closed it
down to completely gut the
space and combine it with the
vacant shop next door, which
remains compact at 45 seats
inside and another 20 in front.
Designed by Assembledge
with input from Joanna
Vernetti, the sleek space sports
marble and wood bar counters, high ceilings and stylish
brass lighting fixtures.
A few favorites from the

Girasole menu remain, such
as the vongole seafood pasta
and osso buco, but most of
the menu is brand new with
fresher artisanal items.
With kitchen space still at
a premium, a round-the-clock
crew stays in the kitchen after
hours to craft handmade pasta
and items such as fresh ricotta.
Vernetti, who formerly cooked
for the Patina Group, reports
that diners are ordering three
times as many pasta dishes
now that it’s made in-house.
Basic breakfasts on weekdays
have recently been added, and
Venetti will introduce Sunday
brunch for the farmer’s market
crowd later this summer. In the
coming months diners can look
forward to a beer and wine license, more local fish on the
menu, ravioli and tortellini, and
new pastries and pies.

Jess Ford and Andrew Diego in American Idiot

If you’re a fan of high-octane rock, you won’t want to
miss American Idiot, currently
onstage at the MET Theatre in
Hollywood through July.
Based on the album by the
pop punk band Green Day,
the musical was nominated for
a Tony Award for best musical
during its Broadway run.
This incarnation follows
DOMA Theatre Company’s
tradition of bringing big scale
musicals to this intimate setting. The raised set, dynamic
dance numbers, and live band
do not disappoint.
This is a rock opera without spoken dialogue, but
strong singing and acting hold
the action together.
The story unfolds through
the music and lyrics of Billie
Joe Armstrong and includes
some Green Day favorites
such as “Boulevard of Broken
Dreams,” and the title number, “American Idiot.”

Armstrong and co-book
writer Michael Mayer’s dark
storyline set in the early
2000’s at the beginning
of the Iraq War, evolves as
three young friends leave the
suburbs to search for their
dreams in the city—only to
find disillusionment.
Although the music appeals to all ages, there are
grim scenes of drug use, violence and coarse language that
makes this a show for mature
audiences.
American
Idiot
runs
through July 26 at the MET
Theatre, 1089 N. Oxford Ave.,
on Fridays, Saturdays at 8
p.m.; Sundays at 3 p.m. $30
general admission; $34.99
VIP includes reserved seating,
snack and beverage. Seniors
and students with ID, $20.
Parking at 5300 Santa Monica
Blvd., (2 blocks east of the theater.) (323) 802-9181 or domatheatre.com.

RYU from page 4

rolled over to Ryu’s budget,
this act left some constituents
frustrated.
“We’ve been waiting for
years for these left turn arrows
that were promised to the
community once again back in
February,” said Cindy Chvatal
president of the Hancock Park
Homeowners Assoc. “And in
the past couple days Tom’s just
been giving away money to his
pet projects.”
LaBonge had one in-person
meeting with Ryu leading up to
the transition in which the exiting council member said he told
him to follow his gut.
Ryu is a “very smart individual and he works hard,”
LaBonge said, adding that he
trusts he will do good work for
the district.

Others have pointed to
Ryu’s choice of a strong campaign team that helped him
win the office as well as his
recent appointment of Sarah
Dusseault, a former policy
advisor to now Mayor Eric
Garcetti as an indication the
39-year-old is willing to surround himself with strong independent thinkers.
“We will have more predictable business in the council district now,” said Los Feliz
Improvement Assoc. President
Chris Laib.
On his way out of office,
LaBonge made more than
$430,000 in transfers to various projects June 17th, about
half of which benefited charities. As this money would have
July 2015
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Fruity Beers for Summer
By Tara de Lis, Ledger Columnist
Now that summer has started
and the days
are getting warm again, it’s
time to toast the season with
a refreshing beer. To many
people, hot weather equals
cold beer. To others, it signifies the bounty of sun-kissed

produce. Why not combine
the two? Crisp brews with
a touch of fruit are making
their way onto more and more
menus and store shelves.
Acai berry beer? It was
bound to happen. Eel River
Brewing Company not only features the “superfood” in its ale,

BROOKSIDE from page 1

the so-called Interim Control
Ordinances—known as ICOs
for short—designed to temporarily halt “mansionization”
went into effect. The first prohibits the demolition and major exterior alteration of single-family homes in proposed
Historic Preservation Overlay
Zones, such as Oxford Square.
The second allows 15
neighborhoods—including
Larchmont Heights, La Brea/
Hancock and The Oaks of Los
Feliz—to prohibit the issuance
of building permits for the construction of single-family homes
if the proposed construction
does not meet certain neighborhood-specific criteria.
“Getting the ICOs in
place involved an immense
amount of work and discussion, both with community
groups and within City Hall,”
said Koretz, “but in the end we
achieved a major step forward
in protecting very hard-hit local neighborhoods from the
ravages of overdevelopment,
“mansionization” and dangerous hauling. Those neighborhoods now have key safeguards in place.”
While pleased the interim
ordinances are finally in place,
Larchmont’s D’Atri said they
also stop homeowners, specifically in Larchmont Heights,
who want to expand their
homes in a responsible manner.
“When the city acts, they
swing a cudgel, not a razor,” he
said.
Barbara Savage, president of the La Brea-Hancock
Homeowners Assoc. said her
neighbors had hoped for an
ICO that addressed more design issues—such as the prohibition of attached garages.
Currently, these garages do
not count toward a project’s
total allowed square footage
yet can significantly enlarge a
house’s footprint. In addition,
some say, they are aesthetically
at odds with the rest of the
neighborhood.
“I’m not convinced it’s
going to stop [the problem],”
Savage said.
The interim ordinances expire in two years—just about
the same time when the city’s
massive revision of the City’s
Zoning Code, “re:code LA,” is
supposed to come online.

footage and payable to the
city, were a financial positive.
Opponents—such
as
neighborhood councils— argued that the structures destroyed the character of their
neighborhoods, hurt property
values and encroached on their
privacy.
In
2006,
LaBonge
brought forth a motion to
the Los Angeles City Council
which eventually evolved into
the 2008 Baseline Mansionization Ordinance (BMO).
This ordinance placed restrictions on the structure size and
height of homes on flat lots.
Later, in 2011, another
ordinance was passed to similarly protect neighborhoods on
hillsides.
However, as time passed,
it became clear that the ordinance did not have enough
teeth.
According to councilmember Paul Koretz’s 2014
motion for amendments to it,
“the BMO has shown to have
vulnerabilities.”
Loopholes emerged in the
form of bonuses that allowed
developers to build 20% more
than allowed if they incorporated certain design elements
and exemptions regarding
what was to be included in the
total square footage of a project, which, ironically, encouraged larger overall structures.
Charlie D’Atri, president
of the Larchmont Village
Neighborhood Assoc. has seen
the result of such loopholes.
“Larchmont Heights—
which refers predominantly to
the single-family home areas
of Larchmont Village—is a
neighborhood which has been
under siege by get-rich-quick
developers tearing down, in
some cases, beautifully restored cottage-sized historic
homes to erect max-density,
grossly oversized, poster-children-for-bad-development
monstrosities,” he said.
When it became clear that
it would take more than a year
for the city to evaluate Koretz’s
amendments, let alone adopt
them, the strategy changed to
passing, instead, some placeholders until the new ordinance could be finalized.
This past April, a pair of
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it’s also organic. How antioxidants interact with 4% alcohol
is up for debate, but the fruitforward taste is very agreeable.
The 21st Amendment
Hell or High Watermelon
wheat ale is as palate pleasing
as the freshly cut fruit itself.
It starts neutral, but finishes
bright—crisp enough to tame
spicy foods, but without being
overly bitter. It’s also pretty
low in alcohol by volume,

clocking in at 4.9%. A summer seasonal beer, it’s available
until September.
Dogfish Head Brewery
put Delaware on the craft beer
map—if not the epicenter of
the beer geek universe. Festina Peche is the current seasonal beer. Just don’t let the peach
aspect fool you into thinking
this one’s sweet. It’s actually
tart, sour, and assertive. The
peach is quite subtle.
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DISCOVER THE SPIRIT OF BRAWERMAN EAST!
Newly renovated classrooms and
facilities opening Fall 2015

Prospective Parent Tours:
Thursday, October 15, 2015
Tuesday, October 27, 2015
Thursday, November 19, 2015
Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Tours begin at 9:30 a.m. and last
approximately two hours.
To visit us and experience our vibrant
community, contact Peggy Davis,
pdavis@brawerman.org

Brawerman Elementary School East
W I L S H I R E B O U L E VA R D T E M P L E

Erika J. Glazer Family Campus * 3663 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90010

www.brawerman.org
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The Larchmont Ledger announces new and improved
unlimited DIGITAL ACCESS on any device!
• With our eNewspaper, every page looks exactly as it does in print but in a convenient digital format
that you can easily access on your phone, tablet or desktop – anytime, anywhere.
• Fully searchable. Every article in every issue is available.
• New interactive features – ﬁnd out more about a story, or learn more about an advertiser.
• New digital format offers greater value for our readers and advertisers.

FREE

UNLIMITED DIG
ITAL
ACCESS NOW
AVAILABLE!

Find out more at: LarchmontLedgerLA.com
Promo_App_July15_LL.indd 1
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www.coregroupla.com
NEW LISTING

580 N. IRVING BLVD. LARCHMONT VILLAGE

EXPERT SERVICE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.
NEW LISTING

$1,495,000 651 PARKMAN AVE. SILVER LAKE

$785,000

3 Bed /3 Baths. Move-In ready, fully remodeled Mediterranean,
3 Bed /2 Bath. Vintage 1921 California Bungalow with expansive views &
charming & sophisticated at the heart of Larchmont Village. Hedged original character, upgraded with sophisticated modern conveniences.
for privacy plus Guest/Office quarters. More at : www580Irving.com Deck, lush landscaping, enclosed porch. More at: www.651Parkman.com

SOLD– OVER ASKING

IN ESCROW– MULTIPLE OFFERS

SOLD– OVER ASKING

848 N. LAS PALMAS, HANCOCK PARK ADJ.

2625 CANYON DRIVE. HOLLYWOOD HILLS

3169 DONA MARTA DR. STUDIO CITY HILLS

IN ESCROW– MULTIPLE OFFERS

IN ESCROW– MULTIPLE OFFERS

IN ESCROW

439 N. ARDEN BL. HANCOCK PARK *Repping Buyer

3672 HOLBORO DR. LOS FELIZ *Repping Buyer

2176 24TH STREET, WEST ADAMS *Repping Buyer

$1,486,000. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath. Pool, converted
garage, beautifully remodeled, private, gated.

$2,585,000. 5 Bed/4.75 Bath, Unique New
Construction w/ 1920 Architecture.

$1,475,000. 3 Bed/3 Bath plus den/4th bath.
Remodeled, chic Mid-Century Modern home.

$1,649,000. 4 Bed/ 3 Bath. Contemporary, Mid
Century home, W/180˚ panoramic city views.

$1,668,000. Sophisticated, turnkey, pool,
open floor plan, Mid-Century home w/ views.

$1,350,000. 5 Bed/4.5 Bath. Exceptional arts
& crafts home w/refinished historic details.

Pete Buonocore 323.762.2561
Sabine Demain 323.683.5172
pete@coregroupla.com
sabine@coregroupla.com
BRE# 01279107

BRE# 01939279

www.coregroupla.com
Keller Williams Larchmont
118 N. Larchmont Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90004

