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Slush Fund
Transfers to
Salaries Not
Exclusive
to CD4

[CD4 Election]

Ryu Assembling
Transition Team
By Colin Stutz
Ledger Senior Contributing
Writer

By Allison B. Cohen
According to Los Angeles
City Council motions passed
between 2002 and 2011, $2.8
million was transferred from a
fund earmarked for infrastructure repair instead to 10 different councilmembers’ offices
for the purpose of salaries.
The use of so-called council
discretionary funds—or slush
funds—came under scrutiny
for soon-to-be termed out councilmember Tom LaBonge and
his former Chief of Staff Carolyn Ramsay during the recent
election to replace him.
Ramsay lost the election
May 19th to City Hall newsee FUNDS page 3

Local Business
Owner Bemoans
Minimum Wage
Increase

Wilshire Warriors Orioles players (left to right) Cody Ellsworth, Colton McPherson, Louis Song,
Owen Dufelmeir, Eamon Gillen and Ethan Ceppi ham it up with their “lucky knome” before a
recent game at Pan Pacific Park. The Orioles are currently in 2nd place, behind the Twins in the
league’s Mustang 9-year-old division as they head into post season play starting June 1st. See the
story on page 15. Photo: Allison B. Cohen.

Academy Museum Gets Initial
Go-Ahead
Residential Group Plans Lawsuit

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

see WAGE page 18

Things To Do:
Father’s Day
Recommendations, page 2

LOS ANGELES—In a decision
that brings a museum dedicated to the motion picture
industry one step closer to
reality, the Los Angeles City
Planning Commission unanimously certified May 14th the
environmental impact report
for the Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures after a show
of overwhelming public sup-

Community News:
Napa Chef Lands in the Village,
page 5

Newly elected Los Angeles
City Councilmember David
Ryu said he is now building a
transition team in preparation
for his first day on the job July
1st replacing termed out longtime Council District 4 councilmember Tom LaBonge.
Ryu, who was widely touted as running a shrewd and
skillful campaign, said he now
looks forward to putting that
behind him and getting on to
the work for the district.
“There’s a lot of work to be
done,” he said.
According to Ryu, he
wants half of his transition
team composed of community
see CD4 page 6

Grads Get Free Cap & Gowns
After Long Ignored State Law
By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributing Writer

By Bridgette Webb Ledger
Contributing Writer
LARCHMONT BOULEVARD—
Local Village Pizzeria restaurant owner Steve Cohen
said the city’s new minimum
wage increase of $15.25 by
2020 which passed May
19th by a Los Angeles City
Council vote of 14-1, is
short sighted.
“I am sympathetic to the
plight of the worker,” he said.
“But this has the potential to
contribute to the demise of
mom and pop businesses.”
Cohen, who opened the
popular Larchmont pizzeria 18
years ago, said the new higher
minimum wage will cause a
domino affect of higher wages
for his business.
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port and little opposition to
the project.
“We’re very pleased with
the decision… and with the
overwhelming show of support from the community,”
said Bill Kramer, a spokesperson with the Academy of
Motion Pictures Arts and
Sciences. “The Academy has
see MUSEUM page 12

Our Bread and Butter:
Landis: A Labyrinth of Stores,
page 7

For decades, many public
high schools have been charging senior dues, a fee that includes the cost of many senior
activities like a senior breakfast as well as the cost of a cap
and gown.
Those dues can quickly
add up and for some families
may be too much to bear. Now
parents can check one graduation expense off their list.
The 2015 graduating class
will be the first in which the Los
Angeles Unified School District
(LAUSD) will provide rentals
for cap and gowns for free.
The issue came to a head
after a 2010 lawsuit, filed by
the American Civil Liberties
Union, alleging free cap and
gowns were already law and that
many California public schools
were simply ignoring it.
Some school districts statewide, including the LAUSD,

House & Holmes:
Your old homes’ mysteries solved,
page 9

had continued to charge students for a cap or gown or
only provided the items free of
charge if a student lived at or
below the poverty line. Both are
violations.
The state Supreme Court
ruled in 1984 that such fees
violate the state constitutional guarantee to a free public
education.
LAUSD officials were reminded in the fall of 2013 of
see GRADS page 6

School News:
High School Counselors on this
year’s college acceptances, page 14

Larchmont Ledger
[Father’s Day]

Do Dad Right This Father’s Day
Edited by Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
Here are some fun ideas
to celebrate dad this Father’s
Day. All dates are the big day,
June 21st, unless otherwise
specified.
Racing at Santa Anita: This
Father’s Day, Santa Anita
plays host to two major
races, the Santa Anita
Juvenile and the Landaluce
Stakes. Kids can play in the
family fun zone while dads
can sneak off to the Bud
Light Lounge where they

can enjoy discounted drinks,
an all you can eat buffet
and TV screens where they
can watch the races and
midseason baseball action.
$5, general admission; $25,
Bud Light Lounge admission
(includes general admission).
Santa Anita Park, first
post at 12:30 p.m. 285 W
Huntington Drive, Arcadia.
Information: santaanita.com
Dodgers Vs. Giants: The
Dodgers take on their
loathsome rivals from the

HANCOCK PARK HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Congratulates Our New Councilman

DAVID RYU!

north. All dads in attendance
will receive a special Father’s
Day BBQ set. Additionally,
dads can wear their children
out before heading back
home, as the Dodgers
are letting kids run the
bases after the game ends.
Tickets start at $30. Dodger
Stadium, Game time: to be
announced. 1000 Elysian
Park Ave. Information:
dodgers.com
Rodeo Drive Concours
d’Elegance: Every year,
Beverly Hills marks Father’s
Day with a grand display
of classic cars and vehicles
on Southern California’s
most famous boulevard.
Last year’s Concours even
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We welcome our new Councilman for Council District
4: David Ryu and congratulate him on his election.
We also thank everyone who participated in this election, from
attending a community forum, to putting up a lawn sign, to voting. We thank all the candidates, particularly Carolyn Ramsey,
for giving us real choices and for being willing to face the voters
with their ideas. This election, and the primary, took a lot of attention and work from the not only the candidates, but all the
community organizations that scheduled debates and other
forums. We all win when people participate in their democracy.
In his thank you to his voters Mr. Ryu highlighted the work of
neighborhood canvassing done by residents, recognizing how
important every citizen is to his election. Longtime CD4 deputy
Renee Weitzer will be helping David with his transition and The
Association will put a number of issues before our new Councilman: concrete street replacement and repair, HPOZ enforcement, traffic mitigation, and parking relief. We look forward to
working with our new councilperson and starting a new chapter
in our community’s relationship with the Council Office and City.
As we all know California is now in the fourth year of a terrible
drought, and many neighbors are looking at their lawns and
landscaping and wondering if change may be at hand. Before
embarking on an expensive tear-out of lawns and greenery,
talk to a landscape architect and get a plan. A good place to
start is the California Native Plant Society (www.cnps.org) and
the Theodore Payne Foundation (theodorepayne.org). Also,
remember, that as part of Hancock Park’s HPOZ, changes to
hardscape which may include artificial turf in the visible portion
of your property, will need to be reviewed by the HPOZ Board.
If you’re considering any changes to the street visible portion
of your house, contact our City Planner, Kimberly Henry (kimberly.henry@lacity.org) and fill out the online form at preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/initial.screening.checklist to start the
process. The Preservation Plan for Hancock Park can be found
at: www.hancockparkhomeownersassociation.org or preservation.lacity.org/hpoz/la/hancock-park.
And don’t forget to water your trees. Drop for drop, trees are the
most efficient users of water there is. They clean the air, the soil
and even the water. They provide shade, lowering temperatures
and homes for birds. Trees only take one or two deep waterings
a month, so commit yourself to keeping your trees healthy and
happy. Report graffiti sightings by calling 311 or at the City’s
Anti-Graffiti Request System: http://bit.ly/1cOXua8 and by calling Hollywood Beautification, 323-463-5180

Sign up for

Larchmont Ledger
email updates!
Register at www.larchmontledgerla.com
or email us at: newsletter@larchmontledgerla.com
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C U S TO M
MOSAIC
DESIGN

CREATING INSPIRED SPACES THAT MEET
ALL OF YOUR INTERIOR DESIGN NEEDS.
Italian Flair • Unique Materials • Ancient Methods

PIECES OF SOUL. ART FROM THE HEART.

Felicia Funderburk

Studied at The Orsoni Scuola Mosaici in Venice, Italy
and The Scoula Arte del Mosaico in Ravenna, Italy

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Complimentary Phone Consultation
FRAGMENTS MOSAIC STUDIO
www.fragmentsmosaic.com • 310-916-6673
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[Street Level]

Carrot or Stick?
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
A study recently published in the New England
Journal of Medicine asked
people to deposit $150 and if
after six months they had quit
smoking, they would get that
money back plus an additional
$600. But, if they didn’t quit,
they would lose the $150 and
not get anything else. What
do you think would motivate
you to give up smoking—or
another vice—losing $150 or
making $600?

Boulevard

“I don’t think
either would
work.”
– Janine,
while parking
on Larchmont

“Depending on
how many cigarettes a day and
how
long
they’ve smoked,
the success rate
would vary: the pack-a-day
smoker would probably eat the
$150 while the half-pack smoker might quit.”
– Jamie, outside Jamba
Juice on Larchmont
Boulevard

FUNDS from page 1

comer David Ryu.
In response to a California
Public Records Request, LaBonge’s current Deputy Chief
of Staff indicated April 27th
LaBonge had transferred $1.7
million in such funds for the
purpose of office salaries, with
the majority occurring when
Ramsay was his chief of staff.
Of the $2.8 million

“Making $600
would motivate
me more. It’s
such a bigger
goal for wanting to quit. It’s
a really good motivation to
work for. No matter how
much they’d want that cigarette, they’d stick to it.”
– Doug, outside Jamba
Juice on Larchmont
Boulevard
“Making $600
because I’d
rather make
$600.
[Laughs]”
– Fred
Mariscal, former Los Angeles City Council District
4 Candidate and current
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council boardmember, outside Starbucks on
Larchmont Boulevard
“Making $600,
because my incentive in general is towards
meeting a goal.”
– Dev, outside
Rite-Aid on Larchmont
Boulevard

by Hancock Park’s historic ordinance.
While it appears LaBonge
engaged in this practice by far
the most of any current or former councilmember, of the recent transfers—only from one
fund, called Street Furniture
Repair—former
councilors
Jan Perry (CD9) and Janice
Hahn (CD15) moved nearly
$500,000 each during their

While a great majority of motions for such
transfers, year after year, provide appropriate
details by councilmembers for their intended
purposes, those previously and recently identified
by the Ledger lack specifics, just that funds be
transferred to council office salary accounts.

newly identified transfers,
according to public records,
LaBonge moved another
$150,000 previously unreported to his salaries account
in 2002 and 2009.
The issue of council office discretionary spending
was raised in advance of the
recent election after Hancock
Park resident Cindy Chvatal
questioned CD4’s spending
after she was told there were
insufficient funds in the council office to repair local streets
with concrete, as is mandated
June 2015

tenures.
Curren Price, Jr. and Joe
Buscaino are now the councilmembers for those districts.
Other total transfers
ranged from $385,000 (Herb
Wesson, CD10 and the council’s current president) to
$175,000 for Richard Alarcon and Alex Padilla of CD7,
which is now under the leadership of Felipe Fuentes.
Current Mayor Eric
Garcetti was shown to have
transferred $180,000 to his
see FUNDS page 18

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Former Marlborough Teacher Now Faces 14
Counts of Sexual Misconduct

[Theater Review]

“I See You Made An Effort” and
“House of Yes”

By Allison B. Cohen

By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theater Critic

HANCOCK
PARK—Joseph
Koetters, a former teacher
at Marlborough School, was
charged in May with 10 additional sexual abuse charges
by a second former student
who attended the private girls
school.
In this second case, Koetters was charged with five
counts of sexual penetration
with a foreign object and five
counts of oral copulation.
In February, Koetters
was charged with our other
counts—of identical nature—
by another former Marlborough student, who according
to her attorney began a sexual
relationship with Koetters in

Annabelle Gurwitch. Photo by Ed Krieger

Author and actress, Annabelle Gurwitch, has transformed her best-selling book, I
See You Made An Effort, into a
one-woman show directed by
Bart DeLorenzo at the Skylight Theatre in Los Feliz.
In her humorous monologue, Gurwitch satirically
describes her mid-life angst as
she tries to come to terms with
turning 50.
She’s caught in the sandwich generation—squeezed
between the demands of parenting a teen who won’t look
at her in public—and her
mother who is transitioning to
a retirement home.
Gurwitch’s fast-paced patter is humorous and witty and
her show will resonate with
those who struggle with aging
in a youth-obsessed culture.
Jeanne Syquia stars in the
black cult comedy, “The House
of Yes” directed by Lee Sankowich at the Zephyr Theatre in
the heart of trendy Melrose.
Trouble begins when
Marty (Colin McGurk) arrives home with his fiancée,
Lesly, played by Syquia. This
peeves Marty’s un-hinged
twin sister, Jackie O (Kate

Maher) who is fixated on both
Jackie Kennedy and her brother—with whom she has had a
long-standing incestuous relationship. Totally confused,
Lesly tries to understand the
family dynamics.
In spite of its characters’
strange behavior, the play is
oddly humorous which contributes to its cult following.
Strong acting and fast pacing
make this an entertaining experience, albeit with troubling
issues.

2000 which resulted in a pregnancy and miscarriage.
According to reports, the
newest charges relate to Koetters’ alleged conduct with a then
16-year-old student in 2004.
Koetters has pleaded not
guilty to all charges and has

posted bail of $490,000 between the two cases.
Koetters’ alleged sexual
misconduct surfaced last summer when a third student, who
graduated in 2013 from the
school, wrote a blog post about
his conduct.

Sign up for

Larchmont Ledger
email updates!
Register at www.larchmontledgerla.com or
email us at: newsletter@larchmontledgerla.com

I See You Made An Effort at
Skylight Theater/Skylab, 1816
½ N. Vermont Ave., $25, Sat.,
6 p.m.; Sun., 3 p.m.; Mon. 8
p.m.; thru June 8. (213) 7617061 or skylighttix.com. Running time: 75 minutes without
intermission. Street parking
or pay lots directly behind
theater.
The House of Yes at the
Zephyr Theater, 7456 Melrose
Ave., $25, Fri.-Sat., 8 p.m.;
Sun., 2:00 p.m.; thru June 14.
(323) 960-5563 or plays411.
net/houseofyes,
Running
time: 80 minutes without intermission. Allow extra time
for parking.

ADVERTISE NOW

50% off

Sign up as a Founding Advertiser and
receive 50% off advertising FOREVER.
Founding Ad Rate Special will only be
offered for a limited time, so sign up SOON!

06/18/2015

07/01/2015

AD RESERVATION DEADLINE

PAPER DELIVERY

CONTACT
Libby Butler-Gluck at libby@larchmontledgerla.com
or (323) 644-5536 for ad rates!
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[Retail Therapy]

Napa Chef Arrives at
The Larchmont
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist
With stints at
Napa’s famed French
Laundry and other
high caliber eateries
on his resumé, The
Larchmont’s new executive chef, Kevin
Kathman, promises to
energize the Melrose
Avenue restaurant’s
offerings.
The
restored
100-year-old Craftsman bungalow has
seen several incarnations and is now
under owner Spoon
Singh and his partners.
Kathman promises elevated standards
in both menu and in- Kevin Kathman in 2009 when he was the head chef
at Restaurant Max in Minneapolis.
gredients, but wants Photo by Chris Bohnhoff Photography.
to keep the neighborhood vibe.
is featured daily. This spring
“I want to throw a party,
it’s chilled cream of asparagus.
have guests relax, eat well,
Other dinner items indrink well. It’s a house after
clude line-caught local halibut
all,” he said.
and savory Niman ranch pork
The menu, which will
chops served on a bed of fresh
change frequently to reflect
greens.
seasonal ingredients, reflects
The Larchmont’s interior
his collaboration with kitchen
retains many of the home’s
staff and his multiple culinary
original
characteristics:
influences from Peru to Asia.
there’s a fireplace—lit on cool
“My foundation is French
nights—wainscoting, stained
through and through,” he
glass and picture windows.
said, however.
The marble-topped bar, conKathman will be sourcing
temporary artwork and tented
ingredients as much as possible
outdoor terrace are more refrom within 400 miles. In fact,
cent additions.
he’s planted a two-acre garden
The softly lit terrace
in Ojai on Singh’s property to
charms at night. Upstairs is
meet the restaurant’s needs.
a large open space for private
“I love what I’m doing
dining and events. Lunch is
and the plate is my palette. I
served on weekdays. Dintry to be creative as possible,”
ner, Monday through Sathe said.
urday. Brunch on weekends.
A recent scallop crudo
Expect happy hour and late
dish was dotted with nasturnight menus in the coming
tiums that he foraged from a
months.
neighbor’s yard. His ultimate
goal is to surround the restauThe Larchmont,
rant with an edible garden for
5750 Melrose Ave.
menu ingredients.
(323) 464-4277,
A soup made from scratch
thelarchmont.com

June 2015

Advertise in the Larchmont

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Ledger (323) 644-5536
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leaders. As a result, he is now
reaching out to neighborhood
councils, homeowner associations and other organizations
for recruitment.
“I definitely want the community’s input on the recommendations for staff,” he said.
“Like who they have worked
with, who they liked… We
want to hear from the community because there might
be additional tweaks that we
never thought of.”
Ryu said he might also tap
into LaBonge’s current staff as
well, even though some CD4
employees pledged support to
his opponent, Carolyn Ramsay, LaBonge’s former deputy
and chief of staff. As well,
there are 13 former candidates
he could consider for positions
in his office. With no experience at city hall, the team Ryu
builds can help him navigate
and quickly get up to speed on
the city’s government system.
“Wherever I am deficient
is where we could make up
for it in staff,” said Ryu. “My
mind is open… But, definitely, [regarding] the current
deputies in office: we’re going
to give everybody an opportunity to reapply.”
Once a team is in place,
Ryu said his office’s top priority is teaming with neighborhood and community groups
to prioritize issues.
“I already have a great
sense of what it is the community wants,” he said.
Ramsay, who worked for
CD4 for seven years, declined
to comment regarding what
comes next for her. She did,
however, release a statement to
her supporters.
“Los Angeles is becoming a thriving, innovative,
livable and tolerant world
city,” she said. “I will keep
working toward that vision
and am sure David Ryu will,
too, as Councilmember for
the 4th District. I wish him
all the best.”
Ryu, 39, a health care ex-

Page 6

ecutive, defeated Ramsay in
a May 19th runoff election
with 11,269 votes for 54% to
Ramsay’s 9,657 for 46%, according to unofficial election
results from the Los Angeles
City Clerk.
Ryu’s victory was a stunning loss for LaBonge and
Ramsay.
Always considered a frontrunner in the race and fortified with many heavy hitting
political endorsements, some
neighborhood discontent—
on such issues as the influx of
tourists on Beachwood Canyon residential streets to view
the Hollywood Sign and the
revelation that LaBonge had
spent $1.6 million in discretionary funds on staff salaries
rather than district infrastructure—was hard for Ramsay to
overcome.
“I am so delighted,” said
Hancock Park Homeowner’s
Assoc. President Cindy Chvatal. “I can’t wait to start
working with David. He is
smart, focused and a breath of
fresh air.”
Chvatal, earlier this year,
raised concerns about the
council district’s discretionary
spending after she said she was
repeatedly told by LaBonge
the city did not have funding
to repair some Hancock Park
streets with concrete, as is
mandated by the area’s historic
ordinance.
In Los Feliz, Chris Laib,
the president of the Los Feliz
Improvement Assoc., the city’s
oldest residential homeowner’s
group, said Ryu’s victory cannot be ignored.
“[Ryu] ran a very shrewd
anti-incumbency campaign
and it appears that, together
with low turnout, should be
a wake up siren for the city
council.”
Others have called Ryu’s
victory a game changer, especially Korean-Americans,
who represent 7.4% of the
district. Ryu will be the city’s
first Korean-American councilmember.

GRADS from page 1

high schools. Because some
school administrators said
they feared the district will
order inferiorly made caps
and gowns to save money,
individual schools, can chose
to lose the cap and gowns all
together and opt for a “freedress” graduation.
However, the LAUSD’s
Delnavaz thinks that is unlikely.
“Having a free-dress
graduation brings up the question of equal access,” he said,
meaning the possibility of a
mixed graduating class with
some students wearing caps

the state law and finally informed schools of the change
in the fall of 2014.
“It has taken a while for
the district to plan the roll
out of this policy,” said Nader
Delnavaz, LAUSD director of
college and career education.
“The devil is in the details,”
he said, referring to the district now having to add this
$300,000 annual expense to
an already tight budget.
Approximately 19,000
seniors will graduate this
year from LAUSD’s 160

and gowns and some not. “The
schools should use the cap and
gowns provided.”
For ceremonies starting
this June, LAUSD officials expect the process to be “messy”
and expensive, according to
Delnavaz, as the district is
forced to honor individual
contracts some schools have
already made with cap and
gown providers.
Adding to this year’s cost,
the LAUSD must refund students who have already rented
a cap and gown if the student
asks.

Find what you need, when you
need it!

✣

Into the Light Organizing Service
Home – Office - Clutter Management -‐ Space Planning

(213) 247- 0611

intothelightorganizing.com	
  

Working throughout the L.A. area since 2002

	
  

Member - Nat’l Assoc. Professional Organizers, Past N.A.P.O-L.A. Director of Communications
Member Echo Park Chamber of Commerce
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Landis: A Labyrinth of Stores
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

Landis Labyrinth co-owner Devoney Wolfus (far right), with marketing director
Rose Hart-Landsberg (center) and employee Kody Schmidt.

LARCHMONT BOULEVARD—
It seems there’s always been a
Landis Store in Larchmont
Village, but what many don’t
know is the multiple transformations Landis storefronts
have undergone over the years.
Today, there are three, all with
the Landis name: one at 140,
142 and 144 Larchmont Boulevard.
It was in 1933 when the
Landis family first established
a department store known for
carrying popular conveniences
as well as the unusual item.
Bob Landis, who had the store
passed down to him by his fa-

ther, ran the business for more
than 50 years before he sold
the business to his daughter’s
friend, Christine Wolfus and
her partner, Edith Frere.
Keeping the Landis
name, the pair opened a
smaller version of the store
across the street. There, they
sold sewing and office supplies, clothes, cards and gifts.
A growing demand for personalized stationery eventually saw the partners expand
into a second store, Landis
Gifts and Stationery, which
Frere managed.
In 2009, the duo divided

the businesses. Frere took
over the Landis Gifts and Stationery store, while Wolfus
passed the general store to a
retailer from the next generation—her daughter, Devoney.
“When we took over the
lease we asked the neighborhood what they’d like to see in
a new store,” said Devoney.
Responding to popular
demand, and having fun with
it, Devoney and partner, Timothy Corrigan, opened Landis’ Labyrinth Toy Store, aptly
named for both the children’s
game and because it was connected with Landis General
Store.
This store at 144 N.
Larchmont Blvd. is stocked
with science gadgets, a dress
up section and the toys we all
remember fondly from our
own childhoods.
“It’s fun to carry toys we
grew up with and see young
customers’ new discovery in
them,” said Wolfus.
With growing customer
satisfaction but lack of space,
last October Devoney expanded the Landis legacy to a third
storefront.
The second Landis’ Labyrinth Toy Store at 140 N.
Larchmont Blvd. focuses on
children under three. Here,
you’ll find an array of puppets,

books, and baby-toddler green
friendly products.
With a vintage Landis
General Store sign hanging
outside the door, the newly
redesigned general store at 142
N. Larchmont Blvd. concentrates on crafts and the art of
gift giving. There’s a delightfully Larchmonty back room
that carries unique gifts such

as a wine tap cut from solid
stone.
On merchandising the
General Store, Devoney said,
“I try to teeter on the edge a
little bit.”
Indeed, with the recent
expansion, Landis’ trio of
stores has something for everyone while remaining true to its
Larchmont Boulevard roots.

Larchmont Ballet
Formerly Outback Studios (1982—present)
NOW OFFERED AT A SECOND LOCATION :

DANCE ARTS ACADEMY
"Jennifer Nairnsmith (handpicked by Balanchine and Fosse)
leads this class unlike any other ballet class I've taken in LA.
Her attention to detail has made me the dancer I am today
allowing me to work in an iconic Vegas show — “Jubilee.”
Her one of a kind teaching technique; adapted through her
years of training with the best in the biz allows for her
students to reach their maximum potential in a very private
atmosphere. I highly recommend Jennifer's class."

Danielle Flahive

One of my beautiful misfits

BODY BY JENNIFER : LEANER, LONGER, STRONGER
June 2015

Master Teacher/ Choreographer

For more information call at 323.273.2717
or visit LarchmontBallet.com

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Advocating for Senior Services
at the National Level
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist
Many of us
A merica ns
have the notion
that
once
you
leave childhood, you
are self-sufficient or independent. But self-sufficiency or
independence is not absolute.
As the Beatles once sang, “I
get by with a little help from
my friends.”
For practically all of us,

cacy Coalition, managed by
St. Barnabas Senior Services,
speakers provided their view
on how older people can be
served in a more coordinated
and appropriate way.
Nora Super, executive director of the 2015 White House
Conference on Aging to take
place in July, shared with us
how this conference and all previous ones since 1961 have been
the catalyst for setting national
aging policy including Medi-

to access multiple services in
one place.
This might include meals
on wheels, nutrition programs
at community sites, job training, senior centers, caregiver support, transportation,
health promotion, social services, and more.
Today, 11,400 senior centers serve more than 1 million
older adults every day according to the National Council
on Aging.
Because Congress has not
yet reauthorized the Older
Americans Act and the framework for the conference, the
2015 White House Conference will hold listening ses-

Today, 11,400 senior centers serve more than 1 million older
adults every day according to the National Council on Aging.
at some point in our lives—
usually as we age—help is
truly needed. The questions
of how much help is needed
for a quality life, and where
that help will come from are
becoming more prominent issues as the population of aging
Americans increases.
But who helps when help
is needed? Is it only from the
family? Obviously, help will
have to come from diverse
sources. And can these sources, such as medical providers,
medical facilities, nonprofit
organizations, insurance companies, private companies or
public institutions be managed in a coordinated way and
be easily accessible to all?
At an annual conference of the LA Aging Advo-

care, Medicaid, Social Security,
and the Older Americans Act.
All became a reality through
the White House Conference
process.
You may not be aware
of The Older Americans Act
(OAA) like you know Medicare. But this Federal Program—established in 1965
by Congress in response to
concerns about a lack of community services for older persons—has been the impetus
for the development of senior
centers across America.
They connect older adults
to vital community services
that can help them stay healthy
and independent. More than
60% of senior centers are focal
points for delivery of OAA services—allowing older adults

sions and meetings across the
country to gather input, plus
provide an interactive website
for individuals, organizations
and coalitions to submit comments at whitehouseconferenceonaging.gov.
We can all contribute
our bit on the following four
topics: Retirement Security,
Healthy Aging, Long Term
Care and Supports, and Elder
Abuse Justice.
According to conference
organizers, the 2015 conference will mainly be a national
dialogue with Americans of
all ages to celebrate, and support the health and well-being
of older Americans, as well as
help shape the programs for
older Americans in the next
decade.

FATHER’S DAY from page 2
featured a full sized Learjet!
Free. Rodeo Drive, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Information:
concoursdelegance.
rodeodrive-bh.com
Pasadena Chalk Festival:
A Father’s Day Weekend
tradition for 23 years,
the sidewalks near the
Paseo Colorado will be
transformed into art by
some of the world’s best
chalk artists. Past years
have featured chalk work
that’s humorous, beautiful
and even photorealistic.
Free. Around the Paseo
Colorado Sat. June 20th to
Sun. June 21 st, 10 a.m. to 7
p.m. 280 E Colorado Blvd,
Pasadena. Information:
pasadenachalkfestival.com
Dress Up Daddy: The Zimmer
Children’s Museum is letting
kids have fun on Father’s Day
by giving their paterfamilias
a new wardrobe. Kids will

get to decorate bow ties,
hats and other accessories
that will make a great gift for
dad. Free. Zimmer Children’s
Museum 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
6505 Wilshire Blvd., #100.
Information: (323) 761-8984,
zimmermuseum.org
Father’s Day Brunch:
The Autry celebrates
with a special frontier
brunch, featuring hearty
western fare like babyback ribs and chicken
sausage. Additionally,
families can pan for gold
and hear music at the
Western Music Association
Showcase. Tickets to the
Western Music Association
Showcase is free with
museum admission. The
Autry National Center
of the American West,
Brunch: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.;
Western Music Association
Showcase: 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
4700 Western Heritage Way.
Information: theautry.org
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AD SPECIAL

ADVERTISE NOW!
CONTRACTORS • PLUMBERS • DECORATORS • HARDWARE
ELECTRICIANS • FLOOR & TILE • CARPET • LANDSCAPE

50% OFF ALL ADVERTISING
50% OFF COLOR
Free Ad when you sign up for contract advertising!
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EDITION DEADLINES

06/18/2015
AD RESERVATION DEADLINE
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Libby Butler-Gluck at libby@larchmontledgerla.com
or (323) 644-5536 for ad rates!

COMPLIMENTARY HAIRCUT
with a Color Service*
309 North Martel Avenue
Los Angeles, 90036
(323) 936-3600
Book an appointment on our Facebook page
facebook.com/salonthree

*New clients only. Offer valid with Desiree and Sara only.
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[Real Estate]

Local Market Swinging Wildly
By Allison B. Cohen
The number of homes
sold in Southern California
in March increased sharply
compared to February as well
as year over year, the first time
that has occurred in three
months.
Still, the number of homes
sold in Southern California
was 18.2% below the March
average, dating to 1988. For
the record, March sales ranged
from a low of 12,808 in 2008
to a high of 37,030 in 2004.
The homes that are selling are those priced over
$500,000. In March, that
category rose 14.4% compared to last year and accounted for 38% of all sales,
the highest level since December 2007.
“A surge in home sales between February and March is
normal,” said Andrew LePage,

CoreLogic analyst, “given a
lot of buyers and sellers return
to the market in late winter,
resulting in more deals being
closed in March.”
Additionally, according to
CoreLogic, the median home
price for Southern California
sales was the highest in more
than seven years with a 6.3%
increase.
In Los Angeles, March
sales were 12. 5% higher
than a year ago and the median price increased 9.5% to
$476,500.
Locally, the price of a
home in zip code 90004
dropped 39%—compared to
last year—to a current median of $710,000. The data
is based on the closing of six
such homes.
More homes sold south of
Hancock Park, in the 90019

zip code, with 19 closing escrow, but the median price
dropped 18% to $650,000
compared to last year.
There was also a good
deal of activity in the 90036
zip code, with 12 single family homes selling at a $1.24
million median price, up 9%
compared to last year.
Data were not available for
the second month in a row for
Hancock Park zip code 90020
for single-family homes, but
condos did extremely well
with 12 sold in March at a
median price of $385,000, up
49% over last year.
Condos also had a strong
showing in the 90036 zip code
seeing a 33.8% increase in median prices to $676,000, however only three such escrows
closed.
Zip code 90004 saw
more condo sales, 7, but the
price gains were more moderate, 17.7% to a median of
$550,000.

[House and Holmes]

The Case of the Dead
Doorbell
By Rob Loos, Ledger Columnist
Since moving to Larchmont Village, my wife and I
have lived in houses that were
built in 1918, 1920 and currently a 1926 duplex. We love
the tradition of these abodes,
but every time something goes
“wrong,” we are flummoxed by
finding a modern solution for
a problem that existed when
our grandparents were kids.
I have no training in
house repairs, which is why I
call on my friend Dave, who
knows everything I don’t. This
month’s adventure:
Everybody has a doorbell
right?
Not me. For a long time,
my wife and I have lived with
the welcome “knock” on the
front door from Eric the mail
carrier, John the UPS guy, and

hundreds of un-named FedEx
folks. (Wait a sec. Why are
we getting all of these packages? Another mystery to be
solved!).
On the wall next to our
front door, there’s a metal
French fleur-de-lis with a
small beige button. Once,
the button activated an old
schoolbell on the kitchen wall.
But over the years, the bell lost
its casing, so there it hangs exposed and useless–with a clapper, dangling coils and lots of
other random wires exposed.
One of those wires probably leads to a power source, I
think to myself. So, I take this
cool little screwdriver I have
that lights up if it touches a
“live” electrical wire and test
it. Dead as a doornail—or in
see DOORBELL page 12

The Dancing Realtor

PHOTOGRAPHY BY SUSAN LONDONER 323.646.9927

The One and Only Jennifer Nairnsmith — that’s who!
Local Realtor & Neighborhood Expert

Long Time Resident of Wilshire Park
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City Reports Progress
In Chandler Renovations
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

WINDSOR
SQUARE—The
current owner of the Chandler estate, “Los Tiempos” has
agreed to consider renovation
options that would bring the
home closer to compliance
with the standards set for a
designated Los Angeles historic monument.
The house, located at 455
S. Lorraine Blvd. and designated a Historic-Cultural
Monument in 2007, became
an object of controversy last
summer when the façade of
the Beaux-Arts style mansion
was painted white where once
was a stone finish.
A group called the “Windsor Square Concerned Citizens League” started a website
condemning the paint job and
several other renovations as
inconsistent with the house’s
historic status.
In August of 2014, they
brought their concerns to the
Los Angeles Office of Historic
Resources. Since then, a series
of inspections and discussions
have yielded developments.
Ken Bernstein, manager
of the city’s Office of Historic Resources, said Lambert
Giessinger, the office’s preservation architect, has been
in contact with the owner’s
consultant and design team to
help move the renovation into
compliance with the standards
that apply to designated Historic-Cultural monuments.

Page 10 HEARTH & HOME

Most recently, according to Bernstein, Giessinger
consulted Tim Corrigan, the
interior designer who worked
with a previous owner of the
Chandler Estate.
“Corrigan has generously
shared the color schemes he
conceived for the previous
owner, which our office has
passed along to the current
owner,” Bernstein said.
According to Bernstein,
the owner is now considering a
mock-up of this color scheme
for some of the house’s façade
which will be reviewed in May
by his office and a two member
sub committee of the city’s Cultural Heritage Commission.
Bernstein said the owner is
also planning the restoration of
the driveway and that the proposed materials for that work
will also be reviewed by the Cultural Heritage Commission’s
sub committee. In addition, the
restoration of a pool house—
that had been demolished by
the immediate past owners—is
almost completed.
“We’re encouraged by this
progress,” said Bernstein.
Requests for comment
from the Windsor Square
Concerned Citizens League
went unanswered. The Chandler estate was once the home
of Norman Chandler, publisher of the Los Angeles Times,
and his philanthropist wife
Dorothy Chandler.

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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MUSEUM from page 1

made tremendous strides in
tailoring our project around
the input we received from a
wide range of stakeholders, including many of our neighbors
in the Miracle Mile.”
Plans will now be heard
this summer by a sub committee of the Los Angeles City
Council and then finally by the
full 15-member council itself.
If approved, the museum will be at the corner of
Wilshire Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue, along the Miracle
Mile, at the May Company
building site, which closed in
1993.
The design includes using
the May Company building,
which was designated a Los
Angeles historic monument
in 1992, along with the demolition and replacement of
its north wing with a sphereshaped design by award winning architect, Renzo Piano.
Plans call for a tribute to
the past, present and future
of motion pictures including
state-of-the-art galleries, exhibition spaces, movie theaters,
educational areas and special
event space.
More than 40 people
made public comment in support of the project at the May
hearing, including Los Angeles City Councilmember Tom
LaBonge, representatives of
the Miracle Mile and Hollywood chambers of commerce
and actor and activist Ed Begley, Jr. At one point, LaBonge,
who will be termed out of office July 1st, urged those in
support to stand up and jokingly suggested those who opposed “should hop on one leg.”
Although only one person opposed the project at the
hearing, some organizations
have previously raised concerns.
In a written comment,
submitted earlier during the
project’s review process, the
Los Angeles Conservancy
“applaud[ed]” the rehabilitation of the May Company
building but questioned

whether some of the proposed
design elements, particularly
the “Sphere,” were compatible
with the property’s historical
status.
The Academy Museum
would be located near the
George C. Page Museum,
which displays the Ice Age fossils found in the adjacent La
Brea Tar Pits. Officials from
the Page have requested assurances for the proper handling
of paleontological materials
should they be discovered during construction.
But with the project now
through its first hurdle, Jim
O’Sullivan, president of the
Miracle Mile Residential Assoc., said that organization is
planning a lawsuit against the
city if the project is approved.
O’Sullivan has repeatedly
raised traffic, parking, signage
and noise concerns related to
the overall project, but specifically regarding special events
planned for the Museum’s
large theater, which seats
1,000.
Although the city planners have addressed some of
these concerns, whether they
will satisfy naysayers remains
to be seen.
Some projects in California, like this one, are subject to
the California Environmental
Quality Act review—known
as CEQA—that delineates
negative environmental impacts and provides mitigations
for such things as cultural resources, transportation and
traffic and aesthetics. Many
such approved projects are
tested legally.
Additionally, the project
requires variances, conditional
use permits and various reinterpretations of city codes to
move forward.
“It is a shame that the
City will not obey its own
rules and continually forces
communities to file lawsuits,”
said O’Sullivan. “We are up to
the challenge and will prevail.”
If approved, construction is estimated to take 30
months.

DOORBELL from page 9

this case a doorbell.
How was the power supposed to get all the way from the
front door, through the house,
to the kitchen anyway? I follow
the wire into the wall and decide it must go under the house,
through the crawlspace, and
back to the kitchen. But I’m not
going in that crawlspace! I’ll be
gnawed by rodents… attacked
by snakes… or at least I’ll get
really dirty.
So, I call my friend Dave.
He can look at a doorbell and

probably get it to ring with his
charm alone. He’s one of those
super-handsome guys with the
stubble that somehow makes
him look really cool (on me, I
look like a guy who forgot to
shave).
Dave comes over, stares at
the clapper, the button, and
then, gives me my choices:
(1) move (2) replace the front
door bell (3) replace the backdoor bell.
“What?” I say. I have a
back doorbell?
Dave locates the “bells”

for the front door, which are
in a dark corner of our vaulted
entryway. (I feel really dense
for never noticing that beige
plastic box before.) He then
barks out: “Four AA batteries.” I provide them and suddenly, we have a doorbell
(vintage 1978) that not only
chimes “Greensleeves,” but
also “Dixie Land” and “La
Marseillaise.”
The bell in the kitchen,
Dave tells me, is attached to
the backdoor bell. Previously
see DOORBELL page 13

Betsy Malloy
Mastering the Art of the Deal
One of Los Angeles most Dedicated
Real Estate Brokers
Betsy Malloy
(323) 806-0203

betsy@betsymalloy.com

251 N. Larchmont Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90004
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[Larchmont Charter School]

[page private school]

Leadership Club Dance

Turning the Page

By Haneen Eltaib, 10th Grade

By Vivian Kim, 5th Grade

Larchmont
Charter School
at La Fayette
Park
Place
held its formal
dance May 8th,
with the theme:
“Under the Sea.” About 32
students attended the event.
The formal was organized
and held by the Leadership
Club. Club advisor and geography and U.S. History teacher
Mr. Ryan Dondero said the
club’s mission is to “create a
sense of community and school
spirit within the school while
planning fun and engaging activities for all students.”

Other club activities include movie nights, merchandise sales and other dances.
“We try to raise money
for events like the two dances
we are holding next year,” Mr.
Dondero said.
Events usually break-even
in terms of cost and do not
act as fundraisers. Instead, the
Leadership Club receives donations from our student Store,
which donates money to a new
club on campus each week.
Our school, and many
charter schools in general, count
on not only the state’s funding
but also on donations from parents and the community.

As this is the
last article I
will be writing for Page Private School, I
reflect upon the past nine years
here at Page. What a journey it
has been!
Most of my friends and I
have been here since preschool

and we’ve grown up together.
Now we are ready to graduate
together this month. We will
miss all the helpful, loving, kind
and extraordinary teachers who
have become part of my family.
I have a special shout out
to Ms. Romero who has been
guiding me since 4th grade.

I’ll never forget how she made
learning fun. I’ll miss all of
our school’s exciting trips,
shows, projects, events, extracurricular classes and more!
Page has been a wonderful
place of growth and now that
it is time to move on, I look
forward to the exciting challenges ahead.
Congratulations and best
of luck Class of 2015! We
made it! J

[echo horizon school]

We’re Getting Ur Freak On
By Delilah Kohn and Ella Richman, 5th graders
Every year the
5th, 6th graders and teachers perform a
lip sync show.
This year, the
theme is “Super Bowl” and
we can do any
song performed
during Super
Bowl halftime,
solo or in a group, and teams
choreograph their own dance
moves. Remember Katy Perry
or Missy Elliot’s performance?
Rehearsals are going on
now! The teachers do the
grand finale and sing the last
song. The performances are

awesome, the dancing is terrific and everybody sings on key.
Other exciting news from
this month: 25 teachers from
Australia visited our school
to see how we use technology in our classrooms; Mayor
Eric Garcetti mentioned our
3rd and 6th grader’s projects for water use reduction;
we had Pie N Burger from
Pasadena for the first time for
our monthly burger lunch and
it was delicious!
The Class of 2015 is graduating! A lot of them are going
to middle school together and
on a special day, 6th graders
got to wear t-shirts and sweatshirts of their new schools.

DOORBELL from page 12

Nope, I reply. Then his
sage advice wins out.
“I’d take out the [back]
doorbell.”
Another mystery solved
and I’m only out four batteries.
Let us know what mysteries abound at your old
house. Email Rob at housea n d h o l m e s@ l a r c h m o n t ledgerla.com. Rob, along
with his handsome sidekick
Dave, will set out to solve
them.

unnoticed, I discover there’s
another button for a doorbell
that was once used as a “service” doorbell for the live-in
help. (Needless to say, we don’t
have live-in help, except for
our children who only “help”
us empty the fridge).
As Dave heads for his cool
Houck construction truck, he
asks me a probing question:
“Does anyone ever come to
your backdoor?”

The

Larchmont Ledger
is looking for columnists (only great ideas and
strong writing skills necessary) and a general
assignment reporter with proven journalism
experience. Send Publisher Allison Cohen your
pitch and resume to
acohen@larchmontledger.com.

June 2015
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Oh! The Places They’ll Go: College Counselors
On This Year’s Admissions
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
If you know a high school
senior, you know that this
year’s hot-button question has
been, “So, what are your plans
for next year?”
Hopefully, by now, your
senior has decided where they
will spend the next four years
and most likely one of the people who helped guide their decision was a college counselor.
After months of advising
and shepherding applications,
four local college counselors spoke to the Ledger about
where their graduates will
matriculate this fall and the
trends they saw this year.
“We are a very mixed school
currently with 619 seniors,” said
Tricia Bryan, a counselor at
Los Feliz’s John Marshall High
School, a public school. “Close
to half of our students are going
to a four year college and the
other half are going to community college.”
According to Bryan, she
saw an increase in the dreaded
“waitlist” for colleges this year,
particularly for the Univ. of
California system.
Students are “waitlisted”
for a college if their credentials meet a school’s standards,
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but there are more applicants
ahead of them with similar or
better stats.
This year, there were
over 179,000 applications to
UCLA and UC Santa Barbara
alone. As California is a popular destination, these schools
see applicants from not only in

charged a higher tuition.]”
Jordan estimated that a
“handful” of Loyola graduates
would be attending community college, but the majority,
he said, is heading to four-year
colleges.
Michael Heeter a counselor at Marlborough School—

This year, there were over 179,000 applications to
UCLA and UC Santa Barbara alone. As California
is a popular destination, these schools see
applicants from not only in state, but from
throughout the nation and the world.
state, but from throughout the
nation and the world.
Paul Jordan, a counselor
at Loyola High School, a private, Catholic boys school that
has a senior class of approximately 300 students echoed
that gaining an acceptance
letter from the UC schools is
getting harder by the year.
“I think it’s getting tougher for California students to
take advantage of a system
that was set up for them…
The UCs are placing more of
an emphasis on out-of-state
applicants [because they are

a private girls school serving
grades 7-12—and Elsa von
Heydenreich, with Immaculate
Heart—a private, Catholic girls
school serving grades 6-12—
both worked with senior classes
of about 100 students.
Marlborough is sending
100% of its seniors to four
year colleges while virtually all
of the students at Immaculate
Heart are doing the same.
All the counselors agreed
that Early Decision—a binding
agreement early in the college
admissions process to attend
a school and Early Action, a

www.larchmontledgerla.com

non-binding agreement—are
increasingly playing a strategic
role in college applications.
Both require an applicant
to apply early, usually in November instead of the following
January. The odds of acceptance
are higher, as there are fewer
applicants, but nearly all those
applying early have outstanding
academic resumes.
Because of the Common
Application, which allows a
student to apply to several
colleges with one press of the
send button, colleges are receiving more applications than
ever before. This has made it
difficult for colleges to assess
who is a serious candidate, so
in some cases, and there are
caveats, an Early Decision or

Early Action applicant may
gain an edge.
“Twenty-eight percent of
the class was [accepted] as a
result of Early Decision,” said
Marlborough’s Heeter. “That’s
high for us and we’d like to see
that grow.”
Immaculate Heart’s von
Heyenreich pointed out that
with the Common Application, the competition intensifies as many students apply to
schools that might not even be
appropriate for them.
“There are so many great
institutions of higher education in this country which
students may have never heard
of, but their counselors have.
Trust the work of the counselor,” she said.
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Warriors Baseball Playoffs
Start June 1st

[Lafayette Square]

Paul Williams: Architect of Grace
By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist
Years ago, I
was invited
to visit the
home of my
lovely neighbor, Lauren
Smith. She
and her husband, George, live
in the house that famed architect, Paul Williams, designed
for Lauren’s grandfather, the
prominent African-American
doctor, J. Phyromn Taylor.
The mid-century modern
home was built in the 50s after
the racial covenants were lifted in the Square in the 1940s.
The minute I stepped into the
house, I could feel the luxuriousness that thoughtful and
aesthetically pleasing architectural design elicits. The flowing sight lines and well-placed
details emanated tranquility.
Paul Williams built his
own house in the Square
on Victoria Road, across St.
Charles from my house. This
is where Williams and his wife
Della, raised their two daughters, Marilyn and Norma.
Another
mid-century
modern home, the Williams’
house exudes luxury. What
comes to mind are the hand-
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some homes of The Thin Man
movies of the 30s—pleasing
lines, opulent details and elegant people sipping champagne.
In fact, many homes designed by architect Williams
were just that. In the golden
age of Hollywood, a home designed by Williams exhibited
the stamp of good taste.
While some architects
created ostentatious palaces to
affirm the ascendancy of their
clients, Williams managed
to achieve a balance between
grandeur and restraint that
reflected well on his clients. A
list that included car mogul E.
L. Cord, Jay Paley, Frank Sinatra and Barbara Stanwyck,
among many others.
He also designed the
Beverly Hills Hotel—including the iconic pink and green
logo—the Beverly Wilshire
Hotel, Saks Fifth Avenue, and
many other buildings across
the
world—approximately
3,000 over the span of five decades.
Paul Williams was not
only gifted designer, but a
hard worker with great patience and wisdom. Orphaned

By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributing Writer
at four, Paul Williams’ adoptive family encouraged his artistic talents.
He was a top student at
Polytechnic High School,
later matriculated to USC’s
architecture school, and was
eventually named the first
African-American member of
the American Institute of Architects.
Williams did experience
racism, yet found the grace to
rise above it. “White Americans, in spite of every prejudice, are essentially fair-minded people who cannot refuse
to respect courage and honest
effort,” he wrote in his diary.
“They will, therefore, give me
an opportunity to prove my
worth.”
The Paul Williams legacy
lives on, not just through the
absolutely brilliant architecture, but through the fascinating books written about
him by his granddaughter,
Karen, and the living legacy of his daughters, Marilyn Williams Hudson and
Norma Williams Harvey—
both residents of Lafayette
Square—and their children
and grandchildren.
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Baseball playoffs begin June 1st
for some divisions
of the Wilshire
Warrior League.
In the nineyear-old
“Mustang
Division”
which will play its
last regular game
on May 30th, currently, the Twins The team’s lucky gnome has helped the Orioles land in
are currently in second place leading into the playoffs.
1st place with an
8-0 record.
pitcher with Oz Rubinson.
“We have a strong team
All teams in the division
this season,” said Dan Turner
will advance to the playoffs.
the Twins head coach. “This
A team’s ranking determines
team is so talented and has no
their playoff matchup.
ego. That is what has made us
The White Sox are in 3rd
so great this season.”
place with a record of 4-4.
According to Turner, if
After the playoffs and
his team “plays their game”
the championship game, the
he would be surprised if they
Wilshire Warriors will host a
didn’t walk away as champions
baseball camp June 18th and
this season. The championship
19th at Pan Pacific Park from
game will also be played at
9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Pan Pacific Park on June 6th.
The camp is open to ages
The biggest threat to the
7 to 10. Players will receive inTwins is the Orioles, who curdividualized instruction from
rently are in second place with
Wilshire Warriors coaches as
a record of 6-2.
well as from current college
Twins coach Turner said
baseball players. To register by
the Orioles have “solid fundaJune 8th, email: brandeaux@
mentals” and an outstanding
t3baseball.com.
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[Oxford Square]

Pride For Our
Neighborhood
By Murray Cohen, Ledger Columnist
Last month,
Lafayette Square columnist,
Laura Collins, threw down
the gauntlet with her article
about Norton Simon’s exploits
in “The Square” as they call it.
Norton Simon? Other
than $100 million and an art
collection, who cares?
We fine residents of Oxford Square, just a hop, skip

was a small town grocer with
big ideas.
It was 1906 when he
opened his tiny Vons groceteria downtown with $1,200.
The store was based on the
revolutionary concept of “cash
and carry.” I know this sounds
crazy but customers came to
his store and bought groceries
themselves. This was unheard

In the early 1900s, when Von der Ahe, his wife
and eight children lived at 1243 Victoria Ave.,
Los Angeles was a small town and “Charlie”
was a small town grocer with big ideas.
and a jump north of “The
Square,” boast a far more
iconic historical neighbor than
a rich canned goods guy.
Does the name Charles
Theodore Von der Ahe ring a
bell?
No? Here’s a hint: he
founded Vons supermarkets.
In the early 1900s, when
Von der Ahe, his wife and
eight children lived at 1243
Victoria Ave., Los Angeles was
a small town and “Charlie”
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of in the days of “charge and
deliver.”
Von der Ahe eventually
created the first supermarkets
as we know them. By 1928,
Vons had grown to 82 stores
when—predicting the coming
depression—Von der Ahe sold
the business to Safeway.
But that wasn’t the end of
the Von der Ahes in the grocery business.
Four years later, Von der
Ahe’s two sons, Ted and Will,

opened a new Vons Grocery
Company with dear old dad’s
backing.
And, the rest is grocery
history. Grocery executives
worldwide would come to
Southern California to see,
first-hand, the Von der Ahes’
revolutionary way of doing
business.
I heard a first-hand history of the Von der Ahe clan
when 90-year-old “Mrs. Stewart,” who was one of the Von
der Ahes’s neighbors back then
came for a visit.
“They had eight kids because the family was Catholic,”
Mrs. Stewart said, eyes rolling.
She told us, her father
never approved of a Catholic
family living on the street.
This was a proper Protestant
neighborhood after all.
In the 1930s, the 16-yearold Mrs. Stewart developed a
crush on one of the Von der
Ahe boys. Her father quickly
ended it.
Mrs. Stewart was heartbroken—although she did go
on to become Mrs. Stewart so
she obviously recovered.
If her father ever knew the
fate of that Von der Ahe kid,
I’m sure he was heartbroken
that his daughter didn’t marry
the grocery tycoon. Even if he
was a Catholic.
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How Can a Fish Grow A Plant?
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

St. James’ students are getting a very hands-on lesson in water conservation and
sustainability using recycled fish tank water to grow plants. Photo: Courtesy St. James’
Episcopal School.

MID WILSHIRE—At
St.
James’ Episcopal School, there
is a living experiment that is
teaching students the meaning
of sustainability, service and a
little vocabulary. The key word
is aquaponics: the combination of aquaculture—raising
of fish—and hydroponics—
growing plants in water.
On the school’s roof there
are three such gardening beds
sprouting with strawberries,

lettuces and other produce.
It all begins with a tank
filled with fish. Water from
their waste drips from the
tank providing nutrients to
the garden. The excess water
is strained through a layer of
pebbles and then re-circulated
back to the fish tank.
“The most interesting thing
I have learned is how we saved
the water using fish poop,” said
see ST. JAMES page 18
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June 2015
By Michael Darling, Ledger Contributing Writer
ART
European Baroque Art
Art historian Amber Smith leads a
special early bird tour of LACMA’s
European gallery featuring works
by Rembrandt, de la Tour and
other masters of the 16th and 17th
century. Enjoy the gallery in near
privacy before the museum opens
to the public. $35, general public,
$30, members (parking is included
with admission).
LACMA, Sat. June 13th, 8:30 a.m.
5905 Wilshire Blvd.
Info: (323) 857-6010, lacma.org

BOOKS
Bengie Molina
Former Los Angeles Angels of
Anaheim catcher Molina has
written a book, Molina , a memoir
about his father and the unlikely
journey he and his two brothers
took to baseball stardom and
a combined five World Series
victories. Molina will discuss the
book and sign copies for fans.
Barnes and Noble at the Grove,
Sat. June 6th, 2:00 p.m. 189
The Grove Dr. Info: (323) 525-0270,
barnesandnoble.com

FILM
Bronson
Tom Hardy stars as infamous English
criminal Charles Bronson in this
brutal but visually stunning biopic
from director Nicolas Winding Refn
(Drive, Only God Forgives). Refn will
be on hand to introduce the film and
sign copies of the film’s soundtrack,
which has recently been released on
vinyl. $12.
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Cinefamily at the Silent Movie
Theater, Wed. June 3rd, 7:30 p.m. 611
N Fairfax Ave. Info: cinefamily.org
Los Angeles Film Festival
The 21st installment of the annual
festival features a line-up of
promising indies and potential
awards contenders, plus special
programs devoted to genre
filmmaking and movie music.
Festival passes are $350 - $2,500,
tickets to individual films vary.
L.A. Live, LACMA and other venues,
Wed. June 10th to Thurs. June 18th.
Information: lafilmfest.com

MUSIC
Best Coast
The lo-fi indie rock duo promote
their new record California Nights.
Nashville indie up-and-comers Bully
open. Tickets start at $20.
Wiltern Theater, Sat. June 27th,
8:00 p.m. 3790 Wilshire Blvd.
Information: wiltern.com

WINE
L.A. Wine Fest.
The 10th annual Wine Fest will
feature over 100 wineries and
several beer and spirit makers.
Additionally, 20 food trucks will be
on hand to complement the wines.
Best of all, select vinos will be
available for purchase to enjoy in
the comfort of your home. Tickets
start at $85.
Raleigh Studios,
Sat. May 30th to Sun. May 31st,
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
5300 Melrose Ave.
Info: lawinefest.com

Advertise in the Larchmont

Ledger (323) 644-5536
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“If a worker starts out at
$15.25, then the wage for my
workers that have been with
me for years has to go up to
$20 or more by 2020. It may
be impossible to stay afloat.”
The wage increase will
impact an estimated 800,000
Angelenos who currently work
for a minimum wage of $9 per
hour.
The vote punctuated
months of discussion where
those for and against the
wage increase spoke emotionally at hearings throughout Los Angeles.
While many workers
throughout Los Angeles are celebrating, many local business
owners, like Cohen, are not.
Small business owners
that made public comments at
the May 19th hearing at City
Hall warned they would not
be able to keep doors open if
the wage increase passed.
Restaurant owners, in particular, have cautioned they
may have to raise menu prices
in order to profit on their already slim margins.
According to an earlier
UC Berkeley report requested
by Mayor Eric Garcetti, restaurants and the food service industry will be the most affected
by the minimum wage jump.

Los Angeles City Councilmember Mitchell Englander, representing district 12,
was the sole dissenting councilmember voting no.
“There is no question in
my mind that better pay for
workers would provide myriad
benefits,” he said in a press release. “I am not, however, convinced that a unilateral minimum wage increase serves the
intended purpose and may,
worse, have unintended consequences such as job loss, reduction in working hours, or
make it impossible for entire
industries to do business in the
city of Los Angeles.”
Some
councilmembers
spoke to the complexity of
such sweeping change and tabled for further review—until
late June—program exemptions, tip provisions, add on
services charges for consumers
and employee paid sick leave.
Many councilmembers said
at the hearing the vote was not
easy, but it was necessary.
“We are trying to hit the
sweet spot between helping
workers and not putting others out of business,” said councilmember Paul Koretz.
After review, some or all
of those issues tabled for further review may be added to
the ordinance as amendments.

cho Horizon School
extends warmest
congratulations to
the Class of 2015
for their middle
school acceptances. We’re
thrilled for you and wish you
well as you embark on your
new adventures!

FUNDS from page 3

ST. JAMES from page 16

salary account when he was
the councilmember for CD13.
While a great majority
of motions for such transfers,
year after year, provide appropriate details by councilmembers for their intended
purposes, those previously
and recently identified by the
Ledger lack specifics, just that
funds be transferred to council
office salary accounts.
Ryu, who will take office
July 1st, pledged during his
campaign to create a task force
to now oversee CD4 discretionary spending.
“David is committed to
setting up [such a task force]
so community leaders can help
decide how to best and most
effectively use CD4’s discretionary funds,” said Ryu campaign spokesperson Rachel Estrada over the recent Memorial
Day Weekend. “David wants
to lead by example and make
our process in CD4 collaborative and transparent.”
In order to get a complete
analysis, the Ledger forwarded
a California Public Records
Request to three different city
agencies overseeing such infrastructure repair funds in relationship to Los Angeles City
Councilmember
spending
May 25th.

5th grader Shine Park.
According to school staffer, Ryanne Plaisance, an aquaponics system can use 90%
less water than conventional
soil gardens and makes plants
grow 60% faster.
Maintenance of the project
is handled by the 29 students
from the school’s leadership

James’ Church soup kitchen.
The students now have such
economic concepts like “line
item” and terms like “revenue”
rolling off their tongue.
“I love the fact that I am
helping nature and people by
giving people vegetables that
were grown by conserved water,” said 6th grader, Lyon
Chung said.

According to school staffer, Ryanne
Plaisance, an aquaponics system can use
90% less water than conventional soil
gardens and makes plants grow 60% faster.
program. Parents and staff help
out, too. Selected from 6th, 5th
and 4th graders, these students
are learning alternative environmental practices.
“All my life I leaned about
how to properly grow a plant,”
said 6th grader, Cordelia Reynolds, “but learning that plants
can thrive in a way that conserves water is revolutionary!”
There is also a service element to the rooftop garden.
The students in the leadership program have a business
plan wherein the produce that
is grown will be sold on campus to fellow students and staff
with proceeds going to the St.

Cordelia chimed in, “I realized that I can do so much
more to save the world than
others give me credit for.”
The school is currently
building a new curriculum focused on nutrition, health and
sustainability.
From collecting water
from half-finished plastic
bottles for school plants to
eating their own grown food,
St. James’ administration said
they hope to instill a positive
approach to sustainability issues as a way of life.
“Let’s start the water revolution!” Assistant Head of
School Carol Swainson said.

Middle School Acceptances
Brentwood School

Oaks Christian School

The Buckley School

Oakwood School

Campbell Hall School

Pilgrim School

Crossroads School

Village Christian School

Episcopal School of LA

Westside Neighborhood School

Harvard-Westlake School

Wildwood School

Marlborough School

Windward School

New Roads School

Great Teaching. Great Values. Great Kids.
Echo Horizon School • 3430 McManus Avenue • Culver City, CA 90232
www.echohorizon.org
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Climbing Out of the Darkness
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

Are you a “warrior mom?”
Before you answer that question, know that a warrior mom
is not, as it may sound, the latest version of a “tiger mom.”
A warrior mom is something
different, and far stronger. Let
me explain.
A year ago, in June of 2014,
the New York Times published
a groundbreaking two-part series by Pam Belluck entitled,
“Mother’s Mind.” The subject:
maternal mental illness.
Both the hopeful first article, “Thinking of Ways to
Harm Her,” and the tragic second, “After Baby, an Unraveling,” offered startling findings
on just how varied the stages
of mental illness affecting
mothers can be.
When they first appeared,
the Times’ articles were lauded
for shedding fresh light on an
issue that is both more complex and more prevalent than
was once thought.
Most remarkably, Belluck’s feature told the stories
of real women who were brave
enough to share their experiences. These were not easy
stories to read, so I can only
imagine what they were like to
live through. Most were heartrending and extreme, but still
they somehow resonated with

all moms.
We are familiar with postpartum depression, but as Belluck pointed out, depression
is not always postpartum and
can occur during pregnancy or
even months after birth—as
it did with actress Courteney
Cox.
In addition, maternal
mental illness doesn’t always
surface as depression. It can
appear as anxiety, bipolar disorder, or obsessive-compulsive
tendencies.
Most women are braced
for the typical stresses of parenthood, but few are prepared
for depression. As mothers,
we feel constant pressure to
be strong, so the reality of
being weak is not something
we want to admit, much less
share. Women who have experienced mental illness and
lived through it have dubbed
themselves “warrior moms.”
As with all mental illnesses, the fact that people are now
coming out, talking about it,
and creating a public conversation, is the beginning of the
battle to beat it.
On June 20th, Los Angeles will take part in the world’s
largest event to raise awareness
of maternal mental illnesses.
Warrior moms and supporters
throughout the area are invited
to participate in “Climb Out
of the Darkness” in Griffith
Park.
“[Postpartum depression]
is a very scary, confusing and
isolating experience. My main
goal in leading this ‘Climb’…
is to bring local moms together as a way to raise awareness
and ultimately increase the
amount of resources available
to L.A.-area moms who need
support.”

The “Climb” is approximately three miles and begins
at 8:30 a.m. in the picnic area
next to Shane’s Inspiration
playground. All climbers must
register ahead of time.
As part of the “Climb,”
participants all over the world
will climb, hike, or walk to
symbolize their stance against
these mental illnesses and to
raise funds for Postpartum
Progress, a non-profit organization and support network
for women around the world.
To register or get more information, go to postpartumprogress.org or contact local
Climb Leader, Ali Kozoll, at
ClimbOutLA@gmail.com.
Whether you’re a warrior
mom or not, this is a cause
that impacts us all. So tell your
story, help someone tell theirs,
or just get out to Griffith Park
and take a hike for change.

CALENDAR from page 17

HISTORY
Hollywood Forever Cemetery Tour
Classic Hollywood historian Karie
Bible leads guests on a two-hour
tour of the cemetery of the stars,
with stops at the graves of such
notables as Cecil B. DeMille,
Valentino and Vampira.
Hollywood Forever Cemetery,
Sat. June 20th, 10:00 a.m.
6000 Santa Monica Blvd.
Info: cemeterytour.com

THEATER
Hollywood Fringe Festival
The annual alternative theater
festival returns with a line-up of
over 200 plays, many of them world
or national premieres, at over 30
venues around Hollywood.
The Actor’s Company, Complex
Theaters and other venues, Ticket
prices vary per show.
Thu. June 11th to Sun. June 28th.
Info: hollywoodfringe.com
Astro Boy And The God Of Comics
Astro Boy makes its west
coast debut. This multimedia

performance features acting,
interactive video and live drawings
to tell the story of legendary
Japanese cartoonist Osamu Tezuka
and his most famous creation,
Astro Boy. $25.
Sacred Fools Theater,
Sat. June 20th to Sat. July 25th.
660 N. Heliotrope Dr.
Info: sacredfools.org
Improvised Shakespeare Company
Using audience suggestions,
the troupe creates a comedic
Shakespeare-style play on the spot.
$30.
Largo at the Coronet,
Tues. June 23rd, 8:00 p.m. and
Wed. June 24th, 8:00 p.m.
366 N. La Cienega Blvd.
Information: largo-la.com

COMMUNITY
Friends of The Library Book Sale
Plenty of great used books, DVDs
and CDs will be available for sale.
The best part? All proceeds support
the library. Free.
John C. Fremont Branch Library,
Sat. June 6th, 12:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
6121 Melrose Ave.
Info: (323) 962-3521. lapl.org

SAVE THE DATE!

For more information visit:
ymcaLA.org/Hollywoodsignrun

DISCOVER THE SPIRIT OF BRAWERMAN EAST!
Newly renovated classrooms and
facilities opening Fall 2015

Our 107th Year

PAGE
PRIVATE
SCHOOL
Latest Technologies
Small Class Sizes/Ages 2-Grade 6
Extended Hours 6:30am-6:30pm
Music, Art & Spanish Classes

323.463.5118

Hancock Park

323.272.3429

Beverly Hills

565 N. Larchmont Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90004

419 S. Robertson Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90211

June 2015

To visit us and experience our vibrant community,
contact Peggy Davis, pdavis@brawerman.org

Brawerman Elementary School East
W I L S H I R E B O U L E VA R D T E M P L E

Erika J. Glazer Family Campus * 3663 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90010

www.brawerman.org

www.larchmontledgerla.com

SCHOOL NEWS Page 19

EXPERT SERVICE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.coregroupla.com
IN ESCROW– MULTIPLE OFFERS

3169 DONA MARTA DRIVE, STUDIO CITY HILLS

IN ESCROW– MULTIPLE OFFERS

$1,495,000 2625 CANYON DRIVE, HOLLYWOOD HILLS

3 Bed /2.5 Baths. Sophisticated, turnkey Mid Century modern home
with views. Open floor plan, tremendous light, glass walls open to
pool and outdoor living area. More at : www3169donaMarta.com

$1,475,000

3 Bed /3 Bath plus Den/4th Bath. Chic, extensively remodeled and
expanded Mid Century modern home in the Griffith Park foothills. Open
floorplan, large entertainer’s area. More at: www.2625CanyonDrive.com

SOLD- MULTIPLE OFFERS

IN ESCROW– MULTIPLE OFFERS

IN ESCROW– MULTIPLE OFFERS

2321 HILLHURST AVE, LOS FELIZ

848 N. LAS PALMAS, HANCOCK PARK ADJ.

146 S. VAN NESS LARCHMONT VILLAGE

SOLD

IN ESCROW

FOR LEASE

12504 WOODBRIDGE # 301 STUDIO CITY

5351 DOCKWEILER PL. MIRACLE MILE

2131 CANYON DR. HOLLYWOOD HILLS

$3,245,000. 4 Bed/4.5 Bath, 4800 Sqrft.
Grand traditional, two-story. *Represented Buyer

$735,000. 2 Bed/ 2 Bath spectacular, bright
architectural corner unit.

$1,450,000. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath. Pool, converted
garage, beautifully remodeled, private, gated.

$849,000. Triplex, 6 Bed/ 3 Bath total. Rare,
remodeled Investment opportunity,

$2,895,000. 4 Bed/4.5 Bath, Gorgeous refurbished California Craftsman. *Representing Buyer

$7,500 per month. 3 Bed/2 Bath. Fully
furnished gem in Bronson Canyon foothills.

Pete Buonocore 323.762.2561
Sabine Demain 323.683.5172
pete@coregroupla.com
sabine@coregroupla.com
BRE# 01279107

BRE# 01939279

www.coregroupla.com
Keller Williams Larchmont
118 N. Larchmont Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90004

