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LaBonge Staff
Email Hopes
Money Transfer
“Won’t Raise
Eyebrows”

[cd 4 election]

“Insider” or
“Outsider?”
Voters Decide
May 19th

By Allison B. Cohen
How over $1.6 million
was spent since 2006 using
funds designated for street,
public transit, sidewalk repairs, redevelopment and
community services but were
transferred instead to Los Angeles City Councilmember
Tom LaBonge’s office for the
purpose of salaries, is still unclear after multiple California
Public Records request by the
Los Feliz Ledger.
LaBonge’s use of such socalled “discretionary funds” has
become a campaign hot spot in
the race to replace him in the
upcoming May 19th election.
Candidate Carolyn Ramsay has, thus far, deflected
questions regarding the funds
transferred to LaBonge’s salaries accounts, of which a majority occurred while she oversaw LaBonge’s office as Chief
of Staff.
But according to an email
exchange between LaBonge’s
staffers, the issue of transferring such funds was discussed
amongst LaBonge’s staff.
Specifically, in reference
to a 2012 motion by LaBonge
to transfer $500,000 from a
fund called AB1290 to LaBonge’s salaries account, then
LaBonge senior advisor Jeanne
Min wrote to a fellow staffer:
“Hope it doesn’t raise any eyebrows and gets approved without a hitch.”
The second staffer, then
LaBonge’s legislative analyst,
Lisa Schechter, responded: “I’m
sure it will,” get approved and
then described how the motion
would be considered on a day
when the City Council would
be distracted by larger issues.
“The whole porn thing
with condoms in on the agensee TRANSFER page 8

CD4 Election:
Publisher endorses Candidate
David Ryu, page 2

May 2015

By Colin Stutz
Ledger Senior Contributing
Writer

Jerry Cottone was just about everyone’s favorite barber and a staple on Larchmont Boulevard for many years. “Jerry
gave me my first haircut,” said local George Hawley, “and [nearly] every haircut until he retired. That’s over 40 years. He
was simply, the best.” Cottone died April 11th after a long illness with heart diease. Read our obituary on page 4.

With the May 19th general election soon approaching,
candidates Carolyn Ramsay
and David Ryu are making
their final claims to why they
are each best suited to represent the city’s 4th District
(CD4) and replace the termed
out Tom LaBonge.
The matter of personal
experience is of high priority,
as both Ramsay and Ryu are
see ELECTION page 12

LaBonge Says Sister Cities Staffer
Didn’t “Double Dip”

City’s “Mobility” Plan Needs
Local Study Now, Some Say

By Allison B. Cohen and Julie Walmsley

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

A staffer for Los Angeles
City Councilmember Tom
LaBonge appears to have been
paid twice for the same work
relative to LaBonge’s “Sister
Cities” program according
to public records, a claim the
soon to be termed out councilmember denies.

the Griffith Observatory after
an extensive renovation.
Until recently, BlancheStern’s title has been as Director of Sister Cities and Arts
and Culture. Last year, her annual salary was $76,796.
But documents show
Blanche-Stern was also con-

Los Angeles City Councilmember Tom LaBonge as photographed at the opening
of the 2014 Los Angeles Sister Cities festivities in Bordeaux, France.
Photo: sistercitiesofla.com

Kamilla
Blanche-Stern
has been on LaBonge’s staff
since 2006 when he hired her
to assist with the re-opening of

tracted by the city’s Dept. of
Cultural Affairs to work on
at least one Sister Cities Los

Street Level:
Saving water in drips & drabs,
page 3

Lifestyles: Toyland, Beyond
Toying with Success, page 7

see LABONGE page 6

Reducing lanes on Highland, Melrose or La Brea avenues for bicycles lanes or wider
sidewalks?
Those are some of the ideas
currently being evaluated by the
city as it tries to envision a moreuser-friendly Los Angeles for the
next generation.
The city’s “Mobility Plan
2035” could be the city bible
for future decisions about how

Real Estate:
Brown? The new green?, page 9

to create a more sustainable
city. It imagines more sidewalks for pedestrians; more
designated bicycle only lanes;
and a real and trustworthy
public transit system all working in conjunction with—cars,
just hopefully fewer of them.
While the city has been
working on the plan for the
last four years—so far at a cost
see MOBILITY page 4

Coachella wrap-up (Jack White
rocked) and Greek Theater updates,
losfelizledger.com

Larchmont Ledger
[CD4 endorsement]
Regarding
the
Los
Angeles City
Council
District 4
election to replace termed out
councilmember Tom LaBonge
May 19th, the Ledger endorses
David Ryu.
While on the campaign
trail, Ryu has grown smarter
and has demonstrated he is
wise enough to surround himself with intelligent personnel
to help better understand our
sprawling district.
Ryu spent six years working under former Los Angeles
County Supervisor Yvonne
Burke, and in that capacity
crunched numbers as an assistant budget deputy, including
reviewing and creating efficiencies for a $24 billion budget. Such experience is a plus
right now, as the city so desperately needs to triage how to
best spend taxpayer’s money.
Still, even with this political experience, his opponent,
former LaBonge Chief of Staff
Carolyn Ramsay, has pointed
out many times, it will take
Ryu some time to learn his
way around City Hall. That
may be true, but we feel the
potential for change that Ryu
promises is worth the wait.
When scrutinizing Ram-

say’s experience, we believe a
number of CD4 projects could
have been better handled by a
more attentive Chief of Staff,
including the current chaos
with the management of the
Greek Theater and two projects for Griffith Park—youth
baseball fields and a performance arts stage—which are
both now in litigation, as their
city drafted environmental
impact reports, reviewed along
the way by the council office,
are being challenged.
And at least one project
Ramsay calls out as a major accomplishment are the
Larchmont Boulevard medians, stop signs and flashing
red lights which have only
turned the once homey street
into a slo-mo traffic nuisance.
Ramsay has also tried
to distance herself from LaBonge, but only when it is
convenient.
When questioned at a
recent debate regarding LaBonge’s use of $1.6 million of
discretionary funds, Ramsay
only parroted the statement
LaBonge made to the Los Angeles Times saying the money
was used to hire people to pick
up trash in the district.
“He saw the downturn
coming,” Ramsay said. “He
is a big believer in the broken
windows theory of govern-

ment. I would have done the
exact same thing.”
Apparently she already
did “do the exact same thing.”
The motion for the transfer of
such money from street repair
funds to LaBonge’s salaries
account were issued on her
watch.
A strong relationship requires the ability to influence.
Ramsay, it appears, either
thought the moving of such
money was OK or she was unable to convince her boss of its
inappropriateness.
LaBonge is probably a
pretty hard guy to convince
of anything. But if Ramsay couldn’t, she could have
stepped down rather than
watch him misuse the people’s
money.
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C U S TO M
MOSAIC
DESIGN

CREATING INSPIRED SPACES THAT MEET
ALL OF YOUR INTERIOR DESIGN NEEDS.
Italian Flair • Unique Materials • Ancient Methods

PIECES OF SOUL. ART FROM THE HEART.

Felicia Funderburk

Studied at The Orsoni Scuola Mosaici in Venice, Italy
and The Scoula Arte del Mosaico in Ravenna, Italy

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Complimentary Phone Consultation
FRAGMENTS MOSAIC STUDIO
www.fragmentsmosaic.com • 310-916-6673
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[street level]

Saving H2O in Drips & Drabs
Compiled by Ameera Butt
Ledger Contributing Writer
In April, California Gov.
Jerry Brown ordered statewide
water cuts by 25% in lieu of
mandatory drought restrictions. The drought, now in
its fourth year, has devastated
ranches and farmland across
the state. Locally, homeowners are looking into planting
drought tolerant plants outdoors and conserving water
indoors, wherever they can. In
Los Angeles last year, Mayor
Eric Garcetti already called for
a 20% cut for city water usage.
Here’s what some locals
had to say about the changes
they’ve made to their homes
or offices and whether they are
taking the drought seriously:
I’m taking the
drought
seriously. I am
absolutely
conserving
water wherever
I can. My front yard is huge.
I’m thinking of changing
some of my yard’s plants to be
more drought-friendly. I
picked up a magazine on
Japanese landscaping.
Diane Lerner, 73, San
Fernando Valley, on First
and Gower streets close to
Larchmont Boulevard
Just yesterday, I
was looking at
aerial photos of
a dam online,
and where it’s
[water] is
declining. I would say I try not
leaving a tap water running
while cooking and even for my
dog, a Boston Terrier, when I
would bathe him often, now I

bathe him less.
Renee Lawter, 44, Pico and
Robertson Boulevards, on
Larchmont Boulevard
I am just
taking one bath
a day as
opposed to one
in the morning
and at night.
Asiama Collins, 63, Koreatown, on Normandie Avenue and Sixth Street with
his granddaughter, Paris
Collins
I do take the
[drought]
changes
seriously. I
don’t own a
house but water
is wasted a lot if you have a
house. [I haven’t done]
anything, actually. Not yet.
Ines Baumgartner, 35,
Hancock Park, on Wilshire
Boulevard and Dunsmuir
Avenue
I’m taking the
drought
seriously. I’m
not using the
dishwasher and
am doing the
dishes by hand. For laundry,
we do larger loads. There are
also certain times of day for
laundry and dishes, and we
do them at night. For showers, we collect the water while
it’s warming up and we use it
to fill up the toilet tank and
water the plants.
Colette Von, 27, Echo Park,
on Wilshire Boulevard and
Burnside Avenue

Lawsuit Alleges Marlborough
Ignored Teacher’s Former
Sexual Abuse
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
HANCOCK PARK—A former
student has filed a criminal
lawsuit against former Marlborough School teacher, Joseph T. Koetters, and alleges
the prestigious all-girls prep
school ignored previous allegations of similar abuse before
hiring him.
According to documents
filed April 8th in Los Angeles
Superior Court, the unnamed
student, believed to now be in
her 30s, claims Koetters initiated a yearlong sexual relationship with her in 2000 when
she was 16.
The same former student
also contacted the Los Angeles Police Dept., which lead to
Koetters’ arrest in February.
May 2015

He was charged with four felony counts of oral copulation
and sexual penetration with a
foreign object on a victim under the age of 18. Koetters was
released on $140,000 bail. At
an arraignment Feb. 25th he
plead not guilty to all charges.
The lawsuit alleges Marlborough administrators did
not investigate previous complaints against Koetters. According to court documents,
the lawsuit alleges Koetters,
now 48, had a history of
predatory behavior dating to
1991 at Pasadena’s Polytechnic
School, a Santa Barbara college and at Viewpoint School
in Calabasas.
see MARLBOROUGH page 10
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Jerry Cottone:
The Barber on the Boulevard

retiring Cottone would stop by
the shop sometimes to check
the mail. “He was a nice man.

He told me, ‘You’re doing a
great job. You’ve rejuvenated
the place.’”

Cottone is survived by his
wife, Diane, and two sons,
Chris and Doug.

By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer

LARCHMONT BOULEVARD—
Jerry Sebastian Cottone, former owner of the Larchmont
Barbershop, died April 11th of
heart disease. He was 76.
According to a 2011 interview with Neon Tommy,
a USC digital news outlet,
Cottone began working at the
Larchmont Barbershop when
the owner, his father, brought
him aboard in 1957. He took
ownership of the shop in 1964
and worked daily until 2012
when health issues forced him
to retire.
Over the course of more
than 50 years on Larchmont
Boulevard, Cottone became
part of the lives of generations
of local residents.
“I remember Jerry’s sense of
humor,” said Milan Ratkovich.
“One day Jerry helped me sweep
up all the hair off the floor after
my haircut. We put the hair in
a brown paper bag and handed
it to my Dad when he returned
to pick me up. Jerry got a big
kick out of handing the bag to
my Dad and saying, ‘Looks like
you need it more than your son

does.’”
Local realtor Andrew
Woodward said four generations of men in his family
have sat in Cottone’s vinyl, old
school leather chairs. Woodward also recalled Cottone’s
often dry sense of humor.
“Every time I came in, I’d
say, ‘Make me beautiful,’ and
Jerry would say, ‘I’m a barber,
not a miracle worker.’”
Woodward added, “He
also worked damn hard.”
In addition to cutting
hair, Cottone held jobs delivering the Los Angeles Times
in the San Fernando Valley
and working the graveyard
shift at a Vons warehouse.
Woodward said Cottone
was also generous.
“He would give guys who
were down and out the opportunity to polish shoes in the
shop,” he said.
Jorge Hilario, who purchased the barbershop from
Cottone in April of 2013, has
kept it old school adding only a
couple of TVs and new lighting.
Hilario recalled that since

MOBILITY from page 1

of such a plan—neighborhood
by neighborhood—must be
analyzed now.
“This is the time to challenge these things,” he said. “If
they put in a protected bike
lane on 6th Street from San
Vicente to La Brea, there is
no analysis. How will that impact traffic on Wilshire or 3rd
Street? Where would the traffic go? What would happen?’”
O’Sullivan, who is also
vice president of Fix the
City—an advocacy group focused on city policies—is accustomed to asking the city a
lot of questions.
“This is a very ambitious
project that [the city] undertook,” O’Sullivan said, “and I
don’t think they did it properly.”
The city initiated the project in response to state laws
requiring municipalities take
a longer view at how artery
streets could be better utilized
for various modes of trans-

of $1.5 million—some have
wondered why the plan’s draft
environmental impact report,
including maps showing “networks” of walking, driving,
transiting and biking corridors
from San Pedro to Glendale,
doesn’t address the domino of
impacts such changes might
create on individual neighborhoods.
“This document doesn’t
make it so that we can go put all
these improvements in tomorrow,” said Claire Bowin, a senior city planner for Los Angeles. “These are concept networks
and they are aspirational.”
Because the report does
not provide mitigations, for
example, if Highland Avenue
is recommended for a “road
diet” and loses a car lane for
bike riders, some area activists
are concerned.
Miracle Mile Residential Assoc. President Jim
O’Sullivan said consequences
Page 4
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see MOBILITY page 7
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[Debate Digest]

Ramsay’s “Machete” & Ryu’s “Dark Hole”
Candidates: In Their Own Words
With the May 19th Los
Angeles City Council (District 4) election between Carolyn Ramsay and David Ryu
now upon us, we’ve attended
a number of political debates
and include here some of the
key moments from two. We
also talked with as many people as possible at the conclusion of each event, to get the
public’s take. The comments
are in no particular order, just
simply taken from our reporter’s notebooks. Here are some
of the key hits and misses
we’ve seen along the way:
Sherman Oaks
Neighborhood Council,
April 13, 2015
Attendance: Approx. 50
Issues discussed: Management
style, vision for the city, campaign donations from developers, minimum wage increase,
phasing out the city’s Business
Gross Receipts tax, traffic,
mentors, transparency, 2020
report, labor unions endorsements, metered parking, city
sustainability, who should be
the City Council President af-

ter the current Herb Wesson,
low voter turnout.
Ramsay Moments:
“David Ryu has
about $60,000 [in
his campaign] from
developers in his
coffers. He sold his
house to a developer.”
Ramsay chose current Los
Angeles City Councilmember
(District 11) Mike Bonin as
her mentor.
“Nearly every city council
member has endorsed me.”
“I’m going to machete
through the red tape,” at City
Hall.
“We need to look at permeable sidewalks,” as a solution to the city’s buckling sidewalk problem.
It’s like when they say on an
airplane that the parent should
place the oxygen mask on first
and then the child. “The city
has to survive first.” Ramsay
said this in relationship to voicing her support of Mayor Eric
Garcetti’s plan to rein in city
salaries and pensions.
“I have a thousand ideas
for parking.”

When asked what has
been the best and worst thing
Mayor Eric Garcetti has
thus far done, Ramsay said:
(Best) Working toward making Los Angeles a more sustainable city. (Worst) “When
the Mayor swore at that hockey game.”
When talking about
growing up as the daughter of
an NBA coach, Ramsay said
her family moved a lot. “I’ve
seen a lot of America,” she
said, “and life is better [in Los
Angeles].”
Ryu Moments:
“I offer a fresh new
perspective.”
“If you want the
status quo, I am not
your candidate.”
As a communicator, Ryu
said he was: “responsive” and
that he would “do what needs
to be done.” He said he would
offer a different management
style than that of current council member Tom LaBonge. He
said he would ensure there
would be a “systematic” approach to getting things done,
meaning you won’t have to

call him with complaints. He
said, he will make sure things
will get done in advance of
complaints.
Ryu said former Los Angeles County Board of Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky is his
mentor. (This received much
applause.)
“I would love to do a
study,” Ryu said, about how
many small lawsuits have been
filed against the city.
“I will go through every
department, line by line, [budget] to ensure efficiencies.”
“The city feels like a black
hole,” in reference to transparency.
“You should only have to
pay for the actual time you
park,” at a meter. Ryu said he
would advocate to reduce the
cost of such parking.
Ryu said Mayor Garcetti›s
worst mistake so far was he
should have rolled out the
earthquake
infrastructure
plan sooner.
“I have no doubt City
Council President Herb Wesson will become my best friend
come May 20th.” (The day after the election.) “It›s not per-

sonal,” he said, “It›s politics.”
“If you want change, step
up and show up.”
Audience Comments:
A majority of the audience polled (about 15 to 20)
said Ryu was stronger in the
debate. Some said their decision of whom to vote for was
a toss up.
Sherman Oaks
Homeowner’s Association,
April 15, 2015
Attendance: About 140
Issues discussed: over development, traffic, is experience in
this race an asset or liability,
Council District 4 “discretionary funds” (also known
now as “slush funds”), is there
a disconnect with constituents
and City Hall, can a city councilperson truly make everyone
happy, pledges regarding taking no campaign donations
from developers, whom does
each candidate admire (Ramsay: Tamar Galatzan; Ryu:
California State Treasurer John
Chiang and Zev Yaroslavsky,
see DEBATES page 6

“As your City Council Member,
I won’t accept money from developers.
Not now. Not ever.
No gifts. No campaign contributions.
No fundraising events.
Not one penny;
for as long I serve on the Council.”

DavidRyu.com

VOTE

MAY
19th!
Paid for by David Ryu for Council 2015 - General | P.O. Box 57128, Los Angeles, CA 90057 | Additional information is available at ethics.lacity.org
May 2015
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former member of the Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors), whether gender and
ethnic representation matter on
the City Council, accountability, transparency, Ryu’s recent
absenteeism on his local Neighborhood Council.

Angeles, Inc. event while she
served in an identical capacity
in LaBonge’s office.
In 2013, the Dept. of Cultural Affairs contracted with
Blanche-Stern for $65,000 to
work on events related to the
50th anniversary of the city’s
“Sister City” relationship with
Bordeaux, France.
Two
contracts
were
awarded to Blanche-Stern in
the amounts of $15,000 and
$20,000 to coordinate events
for the anniversary for the two
cities. The second contract was
amended six months later to
add an additional $30,000.
According to Lisa Schechter, LaBonge’s deputy chief of
staff, the notion that BlancheStern “doubled dipped,” is
incorrect. Schechter said
Blanche-Stern was contracted
only as a representative of Sister Cities Los Angeles, Inc. to
use city funds for items related
to the Bordeaux events, not to
pocket as payment.
However, Schechter could
delineate how they funds were
actually used and suggested the
question be redirected to the
Dept. of Cultural Affairs or to
photographs of the Bordeaux
events posted on the Sister Cities Los Angeles Inc. website.
“That’s what the money
was used for, I guess,” Schechter said, “all those things that
show the event on the Sister
Cities website.”
When pressed that the
contracts in question itemized
specific tasks to be performed,
including “firm up universe of
possibilities,” make telephone
calls, find a French translator, draft an agreement to
work with a Bordeaux festival
and plan a fundraising gala,
Schechter speculated that perhaps Blanche-Stern used the
funds to hire personnel or
“volunteers.”
“Kamilla Blanche is not
being paid by [the Dept. of
Cultural Affairs],” Schechter
said. “Her salary comes from
the council district’s office.”

Ryu Moments:
If a developer comes
my way, when I am
city councilperson,
I will tell them to
“talk to the community first, not to me.”
“We should celebrate our
diversity. We should embrace
it.”
“It›s a travesty there has
only been one woman elected
to the Los Angeles City Council… If elected, I will be only
the second Asian American
and I will be the first Korean
American.”
“The city is one big black
hole. There›s no trust there.”
In reference to the moderator’s question: “what kind
of out of the box ideas do
you have,” Ryu said creating
an Office of Transparency, of
which has been recommended
in the 2020 report.
Ramsay Moments:
“I am going to machete through the
red tape at City
Hall.” (Said two
times.)
“I am my own person. I
am not Tom LaBonge.”
“David, you sold your
house to a developer.” (A debate attendee was overheard
saying to this: “Now, she’s getting petty.”)
In reference to gender,
Ramsay struggled when asked
the differences (and if they
mattered) a woman could
make in office, as opposed to a
man. She said: “Pushing a stroller is just like pushing a wheelchair.” Women are needed, she
said, in elected positions.
Regarding recent media reports (Los Feliz Ledsee DEBATES page 13
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Described as a program
of arts and cultural exchange,
LaBonge’s Sister Cities Inc.
promotes itself as a method
of cultural exchange between
Los Angeles and 24 other cities throughout the world.
The city of Los Angeles first
started a Sister Cities program
in 1959, when it formed a relationship with Nagoya, Japan.
Sister Cities of Los Angeles,
Inc., the nonprofit organization,
acquired its status in 1991.
According to annual renewals for the non-profit filed
with the state Attorney General’s office, LaBonge’s city
hall address is listed as the
non-profit’s location as early
as 2006. Blanche-Stern’s signature is also provided on that
filing, along with her Los Angeles city email account.
The nonprofit’s website
does not list a board of directors. Boardmembers, who
bear responsibility for the ethics and legality of a charity’s
work, are typically disclosed
in tax filings. The last available
filing for the non-profit was for
2009. At that time, LaBonge
is listed as its president. Additional filings, on the state’s
Attorney General website, are
not available.
The issue of spending

www.larchmontledgerla.com

money for LaBonge’s Sister
Cities programs, out of tax
payer funds as well as the donations made anonymously to
the non-profit, become a sore
source of contention for some
of LaBonge’s constituents after LaBonge used $20,000 in
funds for a party for Elvis Presley last January. The event’s
promotional materials listed
Sister Cities of Los Angeles,
Inc. and LaBonge’s council office as event sponsors.
Requests for financial
documents and accomplishments for 2013 and 2014 for
the non-profit, through a California Public Records Request
by the Ledger, have gone unanswered since February.
“What the IRS and [Attorney General] care about is
being transparent,” said Regina Birdsell, President of the
Center for Non-Profit Management, out of tk. “If [Sister
Cities, Inc.] is behind [in their
tax filings] they need to catch
up. They need to make sure
the public has access to that
information.”
California non-profits are
barred from political activity.
As a 501c3, donations are not
public record. Conflict of interest in non-profits can occur
if it can be proven a board-

member has gained financially
from the relationship.
But the legality of a nonprofit within an elected official’s office, according to
Birdsell, depends on how it
operates.
Money used for a nonprofit must be held separately
from taxpayer funded city revenue and accounting for the
non-profit must be clear. Additionally, a non-profit’s board
of directors must understand
where its money is raised and
spent.
If so, Birdsell said, “then
technically, they’re operating legally in the state of California.”
LaBonge has overseen the
city’s 4th district since 2001.
Now termed out, the election
to replace him is May 19th.
LaBonge’s former chief of staff,
Carolyn Ramsay, is a candidate whom he endorsed early
on. Ramsay has distanced herself from Sister Cities, telling
the Ledger in March that she
had no role in the non-profit.
The Ledger first sought
documents in February of
both Sister Cities within the
city council office and the
non-profit.
Shortly
thereafter,
Blanche-Stern replied via
see LABONGE page 18
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Kip’s Toyland: 70 Years of Slinkys, Scrabble and Success
By Sheila Lane, Ledger Contributing Writer
FARMERS MARKET—First
it was FAO Schwarz. Then
American Girl and now Amazon. But these evolving favorite-of-the-moment shopping
outlets have been mere momentary blips in the history of
Los Angeles’ oldest toy store,
Kip’s Toyland.
In October, this classic toy
shop will celebrate 70 years:
that’s a couple of generations
where they’ve witnessed, first
hand, that wooden blocks, Monopoly, and Slinkys can endure
today’s onslaught of Playstation,
X-Box and Mine-Craft.
The shop was founded after
Irvin “Kip” Kipper, returned
from World War II, an experience in which his plane was shot
down over Italy and he spent
time in a Nazi prison camp.
When the war ended and Kip
returned to Los Angeles he
vowed to spend the rest of his
days doing something happy.
So he opened a store,
across from Farmers Market.
The store initially sold flags
but when war-rationed rubber was finally available, Kip
extended his product line to
include balloons.
“My earliest memory of
working in the store was when

I was nine,” said Kip’s son
Don, who now runs the shop.
“My job was tying string to
the balloons.”
Over time, the business
grew, added toys to the mix
and moved officially to the
Farmers Market in 1956, right
where Chipotle stands now.
Seventy years in business
have brought their share of
marketplace challenges many
of which occurred in the early
2000s.
According to Don, when
The Grove was being developed, the Kipper family was
offered a new location for their
store—a mere football field
away from mega toy store,
FAO Schwarz.
At the time, Don said he
was apprehensive that FAO
Schwarz, with all its oversized stuffed animals, props
and life-sized piano keyboard,
immortalized in the film Big,
would threaten their traditional business model.
But Don said, Kip was
never too worried and didn’t
pay FAO Schwarz a whole
lot of attention, even with his
shop dwarfed by its very large
shadow. The Kipper family,
Don said, stayed focused on

“My earliest memory of working in the store was when I was nine,” said Kip’s
son Don (pictured here), who now runs the shop. “My job was tying string to the
balloons.” Photo: Sheila Lane.

their own traditional business—offering classic toys to
children—and FAO Schwarz
eventually closed.
Then there was American
Girl’s opening, also, at The
Grove.
The way Don tells it, this
also super-sized toy store with
its offerings of look-a-like dolls
and must-have birthday parties,
only helped Kip’s Toyland.
“We see moms and daughters coming from all over the
place [to go there],” said Don.
“And it’s kind of nice because
they bring the brothers in here
for a little equal time.”
They’ve also felt the impact of Amazon, “but drones

notwithstanding,” Don said,
“We can beat them.”
Although Kip, 98, is retired now, he still visits the
store to see Don and his granddaughter Lily, who is now an
employee as well.
Bob Tusquellas, the owner
of three family businesses that
have thrived for many decades
at Farmers Market said he has
looked to Kip as a role model
since he was a young boy.
“Kip is almost an iconic
person in Farmers Market,”
Tusquella said.
Celebration events for
the 70th anniversary of Kip’s
Toyland are being planned for
October.

MOBILITY from page 4

portation. For its part, the city
says there will be plenty of opportunity for the community to
weigh in on any and all of the
plan.
All potential impacts, according to Bowin, the senior
city planner, will be further
reviewed and some potential
major changes, like removing
an entire lane from a currently
busy street, might warrant
their own environmental impact report.
“Typically,” Bowin said,
“there is an initial study
that looks at all the different [kinds of impacts].
That study may not rise to
the level of an environmental impact report,” she said.
“But, if you start to see that
there will be a lot of impacts,
that pushes you into the [environmental impact report]
realm,” for various parts of
the larger plan.
Regardless,” she said,
“there’s going to be community engagement.”
The city will release the
overall plan’s final environmental impact report April
30th. City planning commissioners will also discuss
the issue at a public hearing
May 14th at Los Angeles
City Hall.

Larchmont
Ballet
JENNIFER NAIRNSMITH

Danielle Flahive

One of my beautiful misfits

BODY BY JENNIFER : LEANER, LONGER, STRONGER
May 2015

Master Teacher/ Choreographer

For more information call at 323.273.2717
or visit LarchmontBallet.com
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[Our Bread and Butter]

Healing Hands: Affordable Oohs and Aahs
and Alignment
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist
LARCHMONT BOULEVARD—
To Steve Gluck, owner of
Healing Hands Wellness
Center, regular massage therapy is a necessary component of any
health regimen.
When he opened
for business in 2003,
Gluck and a partner set
out to create a place for
clients to have a professional, full 60-minute
massage, with a twist:
he insisted offering
services at affordable
prices, without compromising quality.
Healing
Hands
was an instant hit at
their 414 No. Larchmont Blvd. location
and Gluck soon opened
another site at 300 So.
Crescent Heights Blvd.
By Gluck’s conservative count, he estimates
about 180,000 massages and
treatments have been performed since at the two locations. That’s a lot of oohs and
aahs.
Private treatment rooms,
set in warm earth tones, all
contribute to a transformative
experience. Clients appreciate that they aren’t paying for
amenities such as robes and
slippers and the bulk of the
fees go directly to the therapists, who set their own rates,
which can be up to 30% less
than a luxury spa massage.
The lower fees, allows many,
more frequent visits to main-

tain wellness.
“It’s fantastic for me.
I live close and can walk

there,” said Richard Jones,
of Windsor Square, a regular
at Healing Hands for the last
10 years. “It makes me feel
special that they know who I
am. They make you feel very
welcome.”
The difference at Healing Hands, said Gluck, is that
each massage therapist is an
independent business owner.
Every therapist holds current statewide certification
through the California Massage Therapy Council.
“I was looking for a more
wellness-based facility that allowed me the freedom to practice and specialize, as opposed

City’s Greek Theater Decision
Questioned
By Allison B. Cohen
LOS ANGELES—The Los Angeles City Council heard the
issue of the city’s Dept. of Recreation and Parks taking control of the Greek Theater Tuesday, after city councilmember
Paul Koretz earlier issued a
request that the department
provide the council details
on how such an arrangement
would work.
The Ledger went to press
prior to the council’s briefing
on the matter. Please check
our website for the latest on
this story at larchmontledgerla.com
The city’s Recreation and
Parks Board of Commissioners voted 3-1 in March
for such a plan after the fivemember panel tossed out proposals from Live Nation and
Nederlander, who had partnered with the Anshultz EnPage 8
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tertainment Group, to run the
storied venue.
The commissioners had
earlier chosen Live Nation to
manage the Greek at the recommendation of a hired outside hired consultant, which
the city council rejected.
The issue of who would
run the Greek has become
highly politicized after the
city requested proposals to run
the site last year in advance of
its current contract expiring
with Nederlander in October.
Nederlander has managed the
Greek since 1975.
Many local community
activists have expressed opposition to the city’s plan to take
over the Greek saying its management should only be done
by professionals. The Los Angeles Times also editorialized the
same Sunday, April 26th.

to a spa with a corporate routine,” said general manager,
Suzy Lewis, who has been a

da,” Schechter replied, “and
will take up a bunch of time.”
The Ledger was forwarded
the email exchange by an area
homeowner who received it
from LaBonge’s office after a
lengthy wait for answers relative to her own public records
request regarding the office’s
use of such funds.
Ramsay’s competitor, candidate David Ryu has promised to create a “CD4 Discretionary Funds Taskforce”
for community input on how
such money should be spent
and that he would fully disclose, if elected, how the funds
are used.
“For too long discretionary funds have been treated
as a councilmember’s personal
‘slush fund’ with their uses
closely guarded and protected
by City Hall insiders,” Ryu
said in a statement.

Ryu said, if elected, he
wanted to use the funds appropriately and effectively,
“not throw parties and finance
photo-ops.”
In response, Ramsay has
recently promised to post
all such use of discretionary
funds on the council district’s
website if elected.
Additionally, new information provided to the Ledger
by the Los Angeles City Clerk,
in response to a public records
request, additionally reveals
$250,000 of such funds transferred by LaBonge in 2012 to
the city’s General Purposes
Account were possibly done so
with the intent to not be spent,
but instead, held there until
the money would be “rolled
over” into the councilmember’s salaries account.
Of the $250,000 moved,
LaBonge spent $36,000 for

see TRANSFER page 13

practitioner at Healing hands
since 2004. “Everything I do
is individualized for each of
my clients.”
In addition to massage
therapy to relieve pain, stress
and patterns of dysfunction in
the body, Healing hands offers acupuncture, one of the
principal treatments in the
practice of Traditional Chinese Medicine. Additionally,
Healing Hands offers chiropractic treatments to restore
proper alignment throughout
the body.
For information:
healinghandswc.com

MARLBOROUGH from page 3

Additionally, the former
student alleges that a Marlborough official learned of Koetters’ behavior when checking references to hire him in
1999, but that when questioned Koetters downplayed
the reports. Koetters was ultimately hired and remained
at Marlborough until June of
2013. Court filings also allege
Marlborough administrators
failed to alert Polytechnic of
complaints against Koetters,
which occurred at Marlborough, before he was re-hired
there in 2013.
The issue came to light
last summer after another former student, Mikaela GilbertLurie, published an essay on
the website xoJane describing
how Koetters made sexual
advances toward her in 2012.
Other media outlets picked up
the story and reported more
allegations against Koetters
see MARLBOROUGH page 10
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“Brown is the New Green” Signs Not Catching On
But Saving Water Is
By Julie Walmsley, Ledger Contributing Writer
HANCOCK PARK—Areas of
the storied Wilshire Country Club have started to be
patched with dirt, just one
sign that local organizations
are taking California’s fouryear drought seriously.
In
nearby
Hancock
Park—where lush, expansive
lawns are a hallmark element
of the historic neighborhood—homeowners are still
adjusting to living with less
water, now that water conservation mandates have been
imposed.
“I think people are willing
to scale back in certain areas,
but a lot of people are not willing to give up their grass,” said
Farrah Dragon of the Hancock Park Homeowners Association.
Dragon, the captain of

May 2015

her residential block, is spearheading a movement to get
all Hancock Park residents
to embrace conservation. She
started a Facebook page “Save
Water LA” and fabricated
lawn signs with the group’s
name and the tag line “Hancock Park Saves Water. Brown
is the New Green.”
An email sent to all the
association’s members—providing water conservation tips
and inviting them to post the
signs in their yards—has so
far, she said, returned interest
from only a handful of residents. But Dragon said she remains hopeful.
A few residents responded
that they have already made
changes to lessen their consumption of H2O, although,
she said, they all passed on the

lawn signs.
Californians are now being forced to cut back on water usage. Gov. Jerry Brown
issued an executive order for
a 25% cut in water consumption statewide April 1st, queuing cutbacks in municipalities
throughout the state. Los Angeles area must cut its usage
now by 16%.
Hancock Park Homeowner’s Assoc. President Cindy
Chvatal had already swapped
out her backyard’s grass for
synthetic turf before the governor’s edict via the Los Angeles Dept. of Water and Power’s
(LADWP) “Cash in Your
Lawn” program.
The LADWP now pays
homeowners $3.75 per square
foot for the first 1,500 square
feet— and $2 per square foot

www.larchmontledgerla.com

Hancock Park resident Farrah Dragon hopes to get her neighbors on board with
conservation with a Facebook group and lawn signs. Photo courtesy: Farrah Dragon

thereafter—to replace traditional lawn with astroturf.
According to Penny Falcon, a water policy manager
with LADWP, the program is
popular.
“We get about twice the

reservations,” now, Falcon said,
since the governor’s mandate.
According to Falcon,
about 15 million square feet
of grass have been exchanged
citywide under the program
since its 2009 inception.

HEARTH & HOME
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Wine Without Waste
By Meher McArthur, Ledger Columnist
As summer approaches, many
of us will probably be popping
the corks off bottles of sparkling wines, Pinot Grigio or
perhaps a fruity Merlot-Cab
mix from Bordeaux. Although
we can recycle the bottles afterwards, corks can’t be put in
blue bins. Typically they are
wasted, unless we save them,
as I have done, for some future
craft project.
I hadn’t been aware of
the origins of corks until I
searched for a way to recycle them. Cork is harvested
from the bark of Cork Oaks
or Quercus suber, mainly in
Portugal, Spain and northwest Africa. Once the trees
are about 25 years old, the
cork is stripped from the
trunks about once a decade.
The trees live for about 300
years, so each can provide
multiple cork harvests with-

out damage. Although cork
harvesting is sustainable and
the forests help prevent desertification of these warmer
regions, pressure on these
forests has increased with
consumer demand for wine:
about 20 billion bottles a
year worldwide.
Fortunately, a couple of
organizations now recycle
millions of wine bottle corks
each year. Since 2010, Whole
Foods has been working with
Cork ReHarvest, one of the
pioneers of cork recycling
in North America, collecting used corks and pulping
them to make cork tiles and
other post-consumer products (corkforest.org). In 2012,
Bevmo also started recycling
corks with ReCORK (recork.
org). Now, by dropping off our
corks at these stores, we can
sip our wine free from guilt
about the environment.

MARLBOROUGH from page 8

126-year-old institution has
suffered.
“Marlborough’s faculty is
intelligent, inspiring and caring,” said Marlborough parent, Marita Geraghty. “I am
saddened to see how much
pain one troubled teacher can
cause, primarily to his victims,
but also to the school community as a whole.”
Marlborough officials, citing the criminal investigation
and complaints, said they were
unable to comment at this
time.
A preliminary hearing for
Koetters is scheduled May 4th
at the Clara Shortridge Foltz
Criminal Justice Center.

from other anonymous students.
Last November, after a
self-imposed internal investigation, Head of School Barbara Wagner resigned. She
will be replaced, July 1st, by
Dr. Priscilla G. Sands, who
most immediately joins Marlborough from the Springside
Chestnut Hill Academy, located in Philadelphia, where
she has been president since
2011.
Meanwhile, school administration, teachers and
students continue to work
through the school year, while
many have acknowledged the

Page 10 HEARTH & HOME
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working to explain their own
qualifications to voters and
why they are each uniquely
suited to represent the district’s
roughly 250,000 citizens.
As LaBonge’s former chief
of staff, Ramsay’s pathway to
this city hall office is the more
clear of the two.
In this position and those
she held previously on LaBonge’s team, she has made a
name for herself around CD4
and downtown—apparent by
endorsements she’s received
from a number of community leaders along with sitting
council members.
As well, she points to her
prior experience as a “neighborhood activist” around the
Larchmont area where she
helped to achieve historic designation in the neighborhood.
Before that, she said she honed
her “active listening skills” as a
journalist for 15 years.
Ryu, meanwhile, is focused
on positioning himself as the
“outsider” candidate in this
race, making his direct qualifications less linear than those of
Ramsay, who he has called LaBonge’s “heir apparent.”
He works now as director of development and public
affairs at Kedren Acute Psychiatric Hospital and Community Health Center, one of
Los Angeles’ largest non-profit
health care providers. For his
political experience, he leans
heavily on the six years he
worked under former County
Supervisor Yvonne Burke. In
that role, he worked on a variety of issues including public
health, housing, children and
family services, transportation
and senior services.
During his time working
with Burke, Ryu also helped
oversee the county’s budget
as assistant budget deputy.
His responsibilities included
reviewing—for funding, cuts
and inefficiencies—a $24 billion budget.
He said this work gave him
insight into government affairs
and bureaucratic spending as he

worked to streamline costs.
Where it is standard for
agencies to pad their budgets as
a safeguard against future cuts,
Ryu said he this leads to inflated
accounting. Instead, during his
time with Burke, he said, he
implemented a new system to
reward departments for their
savings by sending some of the
surplus back for their use on additional projects.
Ryu’s been promoting his
“comfort with numbers,” as he
put it, at a time when governmental spending is of high concern. Not only is the city working its way out of significant
deficit brought by The Great
Recession, but also LaBonge’s
own departmental accounting
has been brought under question with potential misuse of
funds discovered in an investigation by the Los Feliz Ledger.
Even as a candidate to
replace LaBonge, Ryu said he
has been unable to get a clear
sense of the district’s budget
for planning purposes, he said,
if he is elected.
Without such access, Ryu’s
promises to review and reform
the district’s finances, often saying he will “open the books,”
risk sounding shallow. But he
is making efforts to assert terms
to his pledges, too, further positioning Ramsay as the “insider”
candidate in this race.
Notably, Ryu has returned
more than $4,000 of developer
contributions to his campaign
donors, in order to alleviate
concern over influence on his
candidacy. He has also committed to not receiving any developer contributions throughout
the tenure of his holding office,
should he be elected. He said he
will advocate to create a citywide Office of Transparency,
which was proposed in the city’s
2020 Commission Report last
year, but shelved.
Ryu also said he would
involve
the
community
throughout matters involving
discretionary funds and development. This means sending
developers for vetting through
neighborhood and commu-

nity groups before they even
approach him of his staff.
Throughout the election,
a common criticism of Ryu
has been that his plans lack
specifics.
Ramsay—along
with former candidates—has
made such assertions. Instead
of a plan-heavy platform, Ryu
presents himself largely with a
focus on reform, transparency
and empowering citizens.
He acknowledges his significant support from an Asian
American base as key to propping up his campaign and pushing him this far. If elected, Ryu
will be the city’s first KoreanAmerican councilmember.
“I have an independent base
of supporters who want nothing
but just an opportunity for me
to win because they believe in
what I’m trying to do,” he said,
“and they believe in the change
I’m trying to make.”
Ramsay defends herself
from Ryu’s claims of vested interests, saying they are political gimmicks.
On the issue of developer
contributions, she said, Ryu is
the only person who ever raises
this as a problem. And while she
said she is “absolutely more experienced” than Ryu, she called
his attempts to portray her as a
political “insider”— considering her experience before join-

ing LaBonge—”a stretch.”
She also states that while
Ryu has criticized her for receiving endorsements from nine
sitting city councilmembers as
well as the L.A. County Federation of Labor, he too made efforts for these pillars of support.
“I was a journalist and a
community leader far longer
than I worked in city hall,” she
said. But, she said, “I stand on
my experience and it will make
me a better council person to
have the experience I have to
hit the ground running on day
one.”
It’s hard to deny that
Ramsay would have a better
lay of the land, come July 1st,
when the new councilmember
will take office.
“This is a crucial point
at the city’s history because
we’re at a historic drought. We
have to change the way we do
things and it’s a time of tight
resources,” Ramsay said. “So
having the experience to navigate the system, and knowing
how to make fixes right off the
bat is extremely important.”
In her tenure with LaBonge, Ramsay takes credit
for serving as point person
on a variety of projects. These
include establishing a 30-feet
height limit on buildings in
Larchmont Village to preserve

the neighborhood’s character,
the Cahuenga Peak acquisition that added 138 acres to
Griffith Park, work on bond
measures to generate public
funds to keep libraries open
and build new parks, lobbying
Metro to develop the East San
Fernando Valley Transit Corridor to better service the Valley, and more.
And while Ramsay, too,
states support for greater transparency in government, she does
not acknowledge any wrongdoing in LaBonge’s office or its
handling of discretionary funds.
She said she supports efforts by
City Controller Ron Galperin
and Mayor Eric Garcetti to put
all accounting metrics online
and that she would do this for
her own office’s discretionary
expenditures.
As for how those discretionary expenses will be made,
Ramsay said she supports community involvement but not
handing decisions over to the
community. With 15 neighborhood councils and more
then 50 community groups in
the district, she said, “I don’t
see any process where we put
the onus on them to prioritize among different projects
among the district.”
Ramsay is also less con-

see ELECTION page 13
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such things as educational
programming for elementary
students; for sports equipment
at Thomas Starr King Middle
School and to defray costs for
a cross-country meet for high
school students at Griffith
Park, among a handful of other
items. How the balance of the
transferred money, $213,000,
was used after it landed in the
councilmember’s salary ac-

the end of 2011.
In 2012, according to city
budget records, LaBonge employed six staffers. That number jumped to 10 in 2013 and
remained at that level in 2014.
However, according to LaBonge’s current city website, his
office now has 20 paid positions.
The issue of LaBonge’s use
of discretionary funds came
to light first in January after
Hancock Park Homeowner’s

“For too long discretionary funds have been
treated as a councilmember’s personal ‘slush
fund’ with their uses closely guarded and
protected by City Hall insiders.” – David Ryu
count remains unclear.
According to a representative from the City Clerk’s office, the practice of automatically rolling over funds in this
manner has long been a practice by the city, but was recently changed, possibly in 2013.
According to city data,
LaBonge’s office had the 2nd
highest payroll of all 15 city
council districts in 2014 and
2013, at $1,228,000 and
$1,646,500,
respectively.
Only Council District 10
has a slightly higher payroll
under councilmember Herb
Wesson, who has been the
president of the council since

Association President Cindy
Chvatal requested information
on LaBonge’s spending habits
after he indicated to her funds
were not available to repair
eight intersections in Hancock Park with concrete, as is
required by the area’s Historic
Preservation Overlay Zone ordinance (HPOZ).
Chvatal, and others, have
become incensed that the
council office on Jan. 8th used
$20,000 in public funds for an
“Elvis Presley Birthday Celebration” and $100,000 last
year to string holiday lights at
the Los Angeles Zoo.

ELECTION from page 12

cerned with reforms to the
city’s budget and accounting
than Ryu, but said she would
rather focus on bringing new
business to the city and CD4
with what she calls a 20-block
“Hollywood
Innovation
Zone.” According to Ramsay,
this initiative would bring
more entertainment and tech
jobs to the district, strengthening the local economy. She
even claims the “Zone” would
reduce traffic, as it would be
centered around public transportation hubs.

DEBATES from page 6

ger and Los Angeles Times) of
CD4’s use of “discretionary
funds”: “Tom did do that,
move money for salaries. He
saw the [economic] downturn
coming and he is a big believer in the ‘broken windows’
theory,” of government. Ramsay said the funds were used
to beautify CD4 with staffers
using a truck to pick up trash.
“I would have done the exact
same thing.”
In his closing statement,
Ryu said Ramsay had been
endorsed by the Dept. of
Water and Power in the election. Ramsay was speechless
and just said, “Wow. I have

Both candidates have
proposed efforts to cut down
on the city’s “red tape” that
hinder new businesses to establish themselves. Ryu has
also proposed phasing out
the gross receipts tax and replacing it with a simpler “fair
tax,” he said, would be more
competitive with neighboring cities.
Regarding development,
Ramsay said she acknowledges the need for more housing
in the city and said residents
must understand the correlation between the city’s sig-

nificant housing deficit and
homelessness.
But as development is often a neighborhood’s scorn, she
said efforts must be made to
mitigate its impacts. Ramsay
said the key, moving forward, is
better informing citizens on the
city’s existing zoning “so people
have a better idea of the direction that the neighborhoods are
going already.”
“We are in the throws of
change and change is difficult
for people and I’m going to
work with them to minimize
the impact,” she said.

never been supported by the
DWP and don’t know where
that came from.”
In reference to the moderator’s question of “What kind
of out of the box ideas do you
have?” Ramsay reiterated her
“Waze” app/Google collaboration idea where both tech companies would provide analytics
to the city in order to better
know how to redirect drivers in
heavily congested areas.

“stronger,” in his answers and
had a “better personality” to
serve as a council member.
One person said, “He cleaned
her clock in this debate.” One
woman mentioned that Ryu
has proven he is up to the
task of the great “learning
curve” regarding the city and
that he had improved in his
overall knowledge of isssues
since the March 3rd election.
Some said Ryu performed
better than they had expected. About 3/4 of those interviewed, said they were planning on voting for Ryu. Some
said they felt the race was a
toss up and they expected the
results to be close.

Audience Comments
Post Debate:
About 15 to 20 were
interviewed. Every person
asked, but one, said Ryu
won the debate. They mentioned they felt Ryu was

The Dancing Realtor
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The One and Only Jennifer Nairnsmith — that’s who!
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Success Runs in the Family
By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist
One of the first families
I met in Lafayette Square
was the Washington family of Buckingham Road.
Ray Washington was one of
the first to help string Christmas lights along St. Charles
Place—with his boundless
energy and wonderful sense of
humor, he made the daunting
task a pleasure. His wife Cassandra, tall and stylish, who
exudes a calm confidence,
runs the Annual Yard Sale in
the Square, which is coming
up May 16th. Many families
participate every year to sell
their unwanted treasures.
When Ray and Cassandra weren’t busy with their
careers or volunteering in the
Square, they were raising their
wonderful daughters, Courtney, and twins Cameron and
Channing.
But before they bought
their gorgeous Cape-Cod style
home in 1985—with its rambling lawns, gorgeous pool
and rose gardens—they were
two young adults, ambitious
and energetic.
Cassandra grew up in
posh Sugar Hill, north of the
10 Freeway and in Lafayette
Square. Her mother still resides in the stately Spanish
home on Victoria Avenue.
Cassandra followed in her
mother’s footsteps by enrolling at UCLA, receiving a de-

gree in History.
But Cassandra’s first love
was fashion. Her first job was
as a buyer for Ohrbach’s on
Wilshire Boulevard. According
to Cassandra Ohrbach’s was
famous for their “Twin Shows.”
Buyers would attend the fashion
shows in Paris and bring home
Dior, Balenciaga and Givenchy
for Ohrbach’s to copy.
Ohrbach himself was
proud catering to women of
both high and low income
with good taste.
“What we would like to
do in the world of fashion,”
he told the Los Angeles Times
in 1960, “is the equivalent of
selling a new $16,000 RollsRoyce for $5,000.”
Cassandra left the highflying, but low-paying, world
of Ohrbach’s for an MBA
from UCLA with an emphasis
in marketing. By then, finance
had become a ‘sexier’ field and
Cassandra opted for Bank of
America’s World Banking department as a retail specialist.
Cassandra eventually became
the assistant treasurer for the
Times Mirror Corporation
and when that company expanded their investments by
providing seed-money to help
minorities buy media outlets
nationwide, Cassandra was
put in charge. Eventually,
she headed the philanthropic
wing of Times Mirror, over-

A family photograph of the Washingtons: Ray, Cassandra, Courtney and Cameron at the U.S. Open.

seeing donations to LACMA,
the LA Philharmonic, among
other icons. Her last 14 years
before retirement was heading
up a Foundation for consumer
advocacy.
In the meantime, Ray was
embarking on his career in
broadcasting. He worked for
KCET and PBS before heading to CBS, where he worked
in news, game shows, on The
Mike Douglas Show and eventually West Coast CBS Sports.
His “in” at CBS Sports was
his mastery of the “Slo-mo”
camera—a then innovation
in sports broadcasting. Ray’s
career took him all over the
world and put him in the company of legends—like Magic
Johnson, Kareem Abdul Jabbar and Scotty Pippin.
Daughter Courtney, who
attended Marlborough and
Columbia University, is now
a physician in Los Angeles—
where she and her partner
Groesbeck Parham are raising
3-month old twin babies of
their own.
Ray and Cassandra’s

twins, now 29, are now starting their next phase in life:
Cameron graduated from

Marlborough and Cornell and
Channing from Westmark
and Humboldt.

Don’t Forget Mom May 10th
Compiled by Ameera Butt
FOOD
LACMA Picnic in Hancock Park.
Enjoy the galleries, opening at
10 a.m. followed by brunch on
the grass at the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art. Tickets:
$45 brunch buffet and $19 for
children 10 and under. Los
Angeles County Museum of
Art, Sun., May 10th, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. 5905 Wilshire Blvd.
Reservations: lacmaevents@
patinagroup.com
Salt & Straw. A flower-inspired
menu for Mother’s Day with
flavors including honey
lavender and rhubarb crumble
with toasted anise. Price range
is under $10. Salt & Straw, Sun.,
May 10th, 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. 240
N. Larchmont Blvd. Information:
(323) 466-0485.
Ebell Mother’s Day Brunch.
There will be two seatings for
this elegant buffet complete
with a string quartet and a
children’s magician. Tickets:
$50 adults, $30 children ages six
to 18. The Ebell of Los Angeles,
Sun., May 10th, 10:30 a.m. and
1 p.m. 741 S. Lucerne Blvd.
Information: (323) 931-1277.
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Meal & Memories with Mom.
Enjoy a delicious meal and
giggle over fun dice games that
you can play over and over.
Also make a colorful keepsake
picture frame craft with
mom. For girls ages 8 and up.
Reservations required. Tickets:
$45 per person. American Girl
Store at The Grove, Fri., May 8th,
5:30 p.m. 189 The Grove Drive.
Reservations: (877) 247-5223.
Woman 2 Woman. A Mother’s
Day event with Rene Margary’s
play. Ticket prices vary. The
Wilshire Ebell Theatre, Sun.,
May 10th, 2:30 p.m. 4401 W. 8th
St. Information: (323) 939-1128.

ART
Handmade for Mom: A CraftLab
Workshop. Make Mother’s
Day even more special by
constructing a handmade
card for her, a grandmother,
or a special woman in your
life. Admission: $7 adults, $5
children. Moms are free. Craft
and Folk Art Museum, Sun.,
May 10th, 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
5814 Wilshire Blvd., (at Curson).
Information: (323) 937-4230.
cafam.org
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[restaurant review]

Carousel: Longtime Favorite Deserves a Return Visit
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic
After more than 30 years,
a recent facelift and a beer and
wine license is the perfect reason to revisit Carousel in East
Hollywood, which still turns
out some of the city’s best
Middle Eastern cooking.
Carousel retained its
1980s mini-mall ambiance for
decades while the more lavishly decorated location on Brand
Boulevard in Glendale seemed
to get all the attention from
the Tcholakian family.

of Carousel’s perfectly balanced fattouch salad or its
bracingly tart, herb-flecked
cabbage salad that’s the perfect
foil to the richness of charred
lamb kebabs or creamy hummus. The home-style Lebanese
dishes at Carousel define the
flavors that others experiment
with but sometimes the original is still the best.
The entree kebabs and
samplers are a good value for
plenty of food, but make sure

growing fond of the combination of crunchy pita slices, cucumbers, tomatoes and purslane. But as soon as I tasted
Carousel’s bright citrus-sumac
vinaigrette, I could tell a new
standard had been set for the
signature salad.
Kebbeh, or steak tartare,
is one of the most popular
traditional dishes, but if you

to explore the more unusual
corners of the appetizer menu.
Tabbouli comes in regular
and a “red” variety with sauteed tomatoes and onions,
while hummus gains another
dimension with toppings of
ground beef or Armenian soujouk sausage.
This restaurant is where
I first tried muhammara, the
fruity, lightly- spiced dip made
of red peppers, walnuts and
pomegranate, and it’s hard to
find a better version. I had already tried fattoush salad before I ever went to Carousel,

[the good life]

Check in to Hollywood’s
No Vacancy
By Tara de Lis, Ledger Columnist
No Vacancy
follows in a line of successful nightlife ventures by the
Houston Brothers, including
La Descarga, Pour Vous and
Harvard & Stone. Themed décor and handcrafted cocktails
are their signature, but in the
case of No Vacancy, the building itself is an attraction.
It’s taken residence in the
historical landmark known as
Janes House, a Queen Anne
home built in the early 1900s.
The gables and turrets stand
out on Hollywood Boulevard
— the last remaining Victorian in an area once full of
them. The bar is about to celebrate a milestone of its own
when it turns two at the end
of May.
Originally conceived by
the Houstons as Hotel Juniper—the sign is still there—
as a gin bar, the concept later
evolved into equal parts gin
and whiskey.
The cocktail menu is split
down the middle. Most popular are the “Gin and Jameson,”
made with Jameson, Beefeater,
May 2015

lime, orgeat and honey. And
the “China Doll,” comprised
of jasmine-infused gin, egg
white, lemon and coconutjasmine cream.
It’s a yin and yang that
translates into the design of
the space as well. General
manager Sean Hamilton describes it as “a 1920s hotel lobby meets a hunting lodge.” He
says it captures the same mix
of masculinity and femininity,
and served as inspiration for
the beverage list.
The secret entrance befits
a speakeasy—we were sworn
to secrecy—while the sprawling patio with dual fireplaces
hosts a tightrope walker on
weekends. A parlor-like main
bar is typically the center of
the action. Nightly entertainment runs the gamut from
burlesque shows to DJs.
Visit on a Tuesday for quiet conversation and no line.
1727 N. Hudson Ave.
(323) 465-1902

Carousel,
5112 Hollywood Blvd.
(323) 660-8060

Find what you need, when you
need it!

This restaurant is where I first tried muhammara,
the fruity, lightly- spiced dip made of red
peppers, walnuts and pomegranate and it’s
hard to find a better version.
Now Carousel›s original restaurant on Hollywood
Boulevard near Normandie
is more inviting, with an
opened-up layout, black and
white photos and carved wood
accents replacing its previously
worn hotel-room art and frosted glass dividers. Bright canvas awnings shield the sidewalk tables from the parking
lot, and some even bring their
dogs to dine al fresco.
After trying “modern”
Mediterranean dishes elsewhere, like kale tabbouli, you
might find yourself dreaming

prefer beef to be cooked, try
Beef Kofta, fried torpedos of
ground beef and pine nuts
that start the meal off just
right. You’ll want to assemble
various deliciously garlicky
concoctions using pita bread
and meats as a base, so make
sure appetizers include several
spreads like smooth eggplant
mutabbal or moussaka and

creamy lebneh (yogurt cheese).
Save room for baklava and
Armenian coffee after dinner
and or try something different
like the fragrant rosewater and
Lebanese cheese desserts.
Lebanese and Armenian
beer and wine work well with
herb and onion-laden dishes.
Or try housemade lemonade,
bright green tarragon soda pop
or traditional yogurt tun drink.

✣

Into the Light Organizing Service
Home – Office - Clutter Management -‐ Space Planning

(213) 247- 0611

intothelightorganizing.com	
  

Working throughout the L.A. area since 2002

	
  
	
  

Member - Nat’l Assoc. Professional Organizers, Past N.A.P.O-L.A. Director of Communications
Member Echo Park Chamber of Commerce

LOUIE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1245 S. CRENSHAW BLVD. , LOS ANGELES, CA 90019

No Job Too Small!
CALIFORNIA CONTRATOR STATE LIC. 308121

• PLUMBING
• HEATING

• ELECTRIC
• SEWER ALL TYPES

(323) 360-1620 – 24 HOURS

Tara de Lis is a freelance writer
who lives in Hollywood.
www.larchmontledgerla.com
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Compiled by Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer
ART
Focus Iran: Contemporary
Photography and Video. A juried
international group exhibition
organized by the Craft & Folk Art
Museum (CAFAM) in partnership
with Farhang Foundation to feature
living artists whose works explore
Iranian culture. Museum admission:
$7 general admission, $5 for seniors
and students. Artwork on display
through May 3rd. Craft and Folk
Art Museum, Tues-Fri., 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. Sat-Sun, 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. 5814
Wilshire Blvd., (at Curson).
Info: (323) 937-4230. cafam.org
Ed Moses: Drawings from the
1960s and 70s. From his large, allover graphite drawings of roses
from the 1960s to his signature
diagonal grids of the 1970s
and beyond, Moses’s work has
always been grounded in graphic
experimentation. Opens May 10.
Museum admission: $15 adults,
$10 seniors and students. Los
Angeles County Museum of Modern
Art, Mon.-Tues. and Thurs., 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Fri. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sat.Sun. 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Through Aug.
2. 5905 Wilshire Blvd. Information:
(323) 857-6010. lacma.org
Ice Age Encounters. Experience
a multimedia performance that
digs into the past to uncover the
mysteries of some of the extinct
creatures who roamed Ice Age
Los Angeles over 10,000 years ago.
Tickets: $3 per person plus Museum
admission. Museum Admission: $12
adults, $9 students and seniors, $5
children ages 3 to 12. Page Museum
at the La Brea Tar Pits, Saturdays and
Sundays, 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 2:30
p.m. 5801 Wilshire Blvd. Information:
(213) 763-3499. tarpits.org
Wallspace. Visit the art gallery
exhibiting abstract contemporary
art from over 50 emerging and
established artists. MondaysThursdays, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Fridays
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturdays 12 p.m.
to 9 p.m. 607 N. La Brea Ave. Info:
(323) 930-0471. wallspacela.com

BOOKS
The Forget-Me-Not Summer
Book Signing. With author Leila
Howland. Chevalier’s Books,
Sun., May 17th, 10:30 a.m. 126 N.
Larchmont Blvd. Information: (323)
465-6093. chevaliersbooks.com/

Hollywood Hills West
Neighborhood Council Planning,
Land Use Management Meeting.
Thurs., May 7th, 6 p.m. William
& Ariel Durant Public Library,
7140 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood.
Information: hhwnc.org

MUSIC
The Acid. The three-member band
will play from their latest debut

album Liminal. Tickets: $20. El Rey,
Fri., May 8th, 9 p.m. 5515 Wilshire
Blvd. Information: theElRey.com
The Tallest Man on Earth. Must-see
Swedish Kristian Matsson, who
sounds sort of like Bob Dylan, will
perform his amazing, soulful music
from his 2015 Dark Bird is Home
album. Tickets vary. The Wiltern,
Mon., May 18th, 7 p.m. 3790 Wilshire
Blvd. Information: wiltern.com

Ed Moses, Untitled, 1972, is one of many graphite drawings from the artist’s work
on exhibit through August at the Los Angeles County Museum of Modern Art.

When the Balls Drop. Everybody
Loves Raymond actor and comic
Brad Garrett will be in attendance
to talk about his new book about
the “second half” of life. Barnes
and Noble at The Grove, Thurs.,
May 14th, 7 p.m. 189 The Grove
Drive, Suite K 30. Information:
store-locator.barnesandnoble.com/
event/86533

THEATRE
The House of Yes. As a violent
hurricane swirls outside the
Pascal’s Kennedy estate-adjacent
home in McLean, Va., the storm of
the century — brewing since JFK’s
assassination — is about to erupt
inside. Opens May 9th. Tickets are
$25. Zephyr Theatre, Through June
14th. Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays,
8 p.m. Sundays, 2 p.m. 7456 Melrose
Ave. Information: (323) 960-5563.
plays411.com/houseofyes

Mid City West Green Festival.
A fun, family-friendly day with
free food and live entertainment.
Hosted by Mid City West
Community Council. Sun, May
17th, 11 a.m. Poinsettia Park, 7341
Willoughby Ave. Information:
midcitywest.org

MEETINGS
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood
Council Board Meeting. Governing
board meeting. Wed., May 13th,
7 p.m. The Ebell of Los Angeles,
743 S. Lucerne Blvd. Information:
greaterwilshire.org

COMMUNITY
Teen Council. Help decide
young adult programming and
recommend new books, music,
and movies for the library. John C.
Fremont Library, Tues., May 19th,
3:30 p.m. 6121 Melrose Ave.
Info: (323) 962-3521. lapl.org
Melrose Trading Post. Come by
for whatever you’re looking for
– be it jewelry or books - at the
outdoor market. Every Sunday, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Fairfax High School,
7850 Melrose Ave. Information:
melrosetradingpost.org/
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store. Personally, I’m pretty
vintage, more so than the
store is. I wear a lot of vintage
T-shirts. I have a Sonic Youth
T-shirt.

[the newest wrinkle]

How Vintage Are You?
Compiled by Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer
Vintage can mean different things to everyday people:
it could be your mom’s old
pearl necklace from her wedding day or a prom dress from
the 1980s (“That’s vintage?”
my editor, who would not give
her age, asked.)
Larchmont Boulevard has
its share of trendy eateries, coffee shops and ice cream spots.
But it’s also pretty fashion forward when it comes to Angelenos sporting vintage threads
and many shopping the street
were quick to point out a favorite piece of their vintage
ensemble.
So we asked some locals
and a few nearby stores exactly
“How Vintage Are You?”

I wear vintage band t-shirts
and cut off Levi’s. I find
them at thrift stores and flea
markets. Since I was in high
school, I’ve been dressing

May 2015

vintage. My shorts are my
favorite. They were made in
Los Angeles.
– Lena Desai, 27, Venice, on
Larchmont Blvd. with her
friend Christina Calautti

We have original Hawaiian
shirts from the 1940s and. . . a
$2,000 denim jacket from the
1940s. Personally, I like the
1930s, 1940s, 1950s and 1960s.

Vintage rock T-shirts are the
most vintage we carry in the

– Kory Seal, 25, with
Wasteland on Melrose
Avenue

– Andrea Huerta, 31, with
Jet Rag on North La Brea
Avenue

I mix things. My backpack is
vintage Prada from the
mid-1990s from Italy. It’s 20
years old. My pants have
hieroglyphics on them and
they were purchased in a
thrift store in Eagle Rock a
year ago. A lot of [what I
wear] is my mom’s. I’d say I’m
40% vintage.

We do have old dresses, like
flapper dresses from the 1920s
and dresses from the 1950s.
We have 80s prom dresses.
Customers come looking for
everything. We have bellbottoms for guys and polyester shirts too.

– Charley Rogulewski,
Larchmont, on Larchmont
and Beverly Boulevards

– Cesar Almeida, 35, with
American Vintage on
Melrose and Curson

www.larchmontledgerla.com
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[Brawerman Elementary East]

Pumped on Performing
By Melia Nishita and Gavin Vogel, 3rd grade

We really enjoy singing,
playing our recorders, dancing
and performing.
Every Wednesday morning before school, the Brawerman East choir meets with
Cantor Seth Ettinger to
learn the music for songs and
prayers. Cantor Seth plays
the guitar and teaches us the
words and how to sing. We get
to perform at Wilshire Boulevard Temple Shabbat services
on the third Friday evening of
each month.
The 3rd grade is preparing for a special concert May
5th. We have learned how to
play the recorder this year in

music class by earning different colored belts that we
can hang on our recorders.
It is part of a program called
“Recorder Karate.” We really
like it when we learn a new
song and get a recorder belt.
Some of the songs we will be
playing are “It’s Raining,”
“Ode to Joy” and “David
Melech Yisroel.” We will also
sing some songs we learned
in class.
Every Monday after
school we have a musical theater class as part. We have
been rehearsing for our production of Annie that will
take place May 18th. Performing are 20 children from
grades kindergarten to 3rd
grade. We have been singing,
dancing and working on our
lines. We can’t wait for the
play.

[page private school]
By Vivian Kim, 5th Grade
In the beautiful month
of May, Page Private School
will be doing many wonderful things! We will celebrate
our awesome teachers during teacher appreciation week
from the 4th to the 8th.
Mother’s Day is coming
up so we have a Mommy &

Me Morning Snack scheduled
for our preschool and junior
kindergarten students and
their mommies.
Every year we also dedicate our annual spring show
to our mothers. Our show’s
theme this time around is
“Dancing through the De-

cades.” We have all been practicing hard to put on this great
show.
Our field trip this month
is to Soak City Water Park, a
lovely place to have fun and
end the year with a bang. We
will also attend an art field trip
to the Getty Museum, where
we will be able to view, admire, and study popular artwork by famous artists.

DISCOVER THE SPIRIT OF BRAWERMAN EAST!
Newly renovated classrooms and
facilities opening Fall 2015

[echo horizon school]

Spring Activites
By Delilah Kohn and Ella Richman, 5th Grade
We are excited to let you
know of all of the spring activities at Echo Horizon.
Each spring, students perform before friends and family
for the annual Arts Showcases.
Every grade has its own topic.
This year, the 5th grade will be
producing a student written
silent film. Third graders will
perform Colors and Celebrations from around the world
while kindergarten will do a
dance from Where The Wild
Things Are.
Our school recently donated over 2,000 books to help
build what will be the only library in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Our donated
books are in many different
languages and inside our favorite books we put notes to
the kids in Congo.
We also recently held our
science fair. The upper grades
presented their projects to
lower grades and guests. Sixth
graders competed in the L.A.
County Science Fair. One of

our students received an honorable mention and another
team of ours was invited to the
Jet Propulsion Lab’s science
fair for middle schoolers.
For the past 10 years we
have also had a Poetry Slam.
Third through 6th graders
participate and recite poetry.
Fifth grade is hosting this
year’s event and we are very excited. Students can write their
own poem or choose a favorite
from any poet they admire.
The Slam offers an entirely
“cool” side to poetry.
This is the very first year
we have a track and field team.
On May 1st, 4th through 6th
grader will participate in the
Coastal Canyon League Track
and Field Day at Brentwood
School. The events include: 50
yard dash, 100 yard dash, Mile
Run, Long Jump, Shot Put
and 4 x 100 relay. The Echo
Horizon Hawks may be new
to track and field, but wait until you see us run, jump and
throw. Go Hawks!

LABONGE from page 6

transparency law requires a
response to public records request within 10 working days.
A response must include an
estimated timeline to provide
the documents and an explanation for delays.
According to a spokesperson for the City Attorney’s office, Frank Mateljian, the decision to provide public records
is LaBonge’s. The council office, he said, only acts on the
City Attorney’s advice.

email to the request that she
would respond “after the election in June 2015.”
Additionally,
BlancheStern’s title has recently
changed to no longer include
any mention of Sister Cities.
In response to a request
of clarification on that matter, Schechter, said: “Titles
mean nothing to me. It’s just
a title.”
A California government
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To visit us and experience our vibrant community,
contact Peggy Davis, pdavis@brawerman.org

Brawerman Elementary School East
W I L S H I R E B O U L E VA R D T E M P L E

Erika J. Glazer Family Campus * 3663 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90010

www.brawerman.org
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[mother of invention]

Graduation Gifts With Heart
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist
As we head toward June,
we enter the season of graduations galore. Obviously, the
biggest buildup is for teens
graduating from high school or
20-somethings matriculating

from colleges and universities.
But even if you have a youngster rising from grade school to
middle, there are plenty of small
and large ceremonies to mark
with meaningful gifts.

[Immaculate Heart HIgh School]

IH Students Celebrate
Cherished Tradition
By Antonia Aguilar Cole ’16
Dances in the
quad, banners in the wind,
and flowers in their hair – all
reflect Mary’s Day, the single
most remembered and celebrated day of the year for Immaculate Heart students.
Mary’s Day is Immaculate
Heart’s special day of celebration in which students participate in a liturgy dedicated to
Mary, the Mother of Jesus and
the school’s patroness, as well as
in festive activities that bind the
spirit of our school community.
For many, spring’s arrival
means new life, and the same
goes for IH as students and
faculty get ready to end the
year with a bang.
Mary’s Day, on May 1st, is a
way for stressed students to shake
off a bit of anxiety by connecting
with friends and enjoying those
final days with soon to be graduating seniors, through dance,
music, and food. The entire high
school comes together, dressed
in floral sundresses to focus on
one of Immaculate Heart’s core
values: community.
Students are responsible
for all of the day’s activities.
“The campus is being
spruced up to look exceptionally beautiful,” said junior
Shehan Altamirano. “This is

my first year on the decorations committee, but so far everything looks amazing.”
This year’s theme is
“Called and Chosen,” created by the Campus Ministry
Leadership Team. The theme,
according to Principal Virginia Hurst, “emphasizes not
only Mary’s calling, but also
reminds students that we are
also ‘Called and Chosen’ to
follow our certain vocation.”
Every year the school
chooses an uplifting song for
Mary’s Day that is then paired
with a dance choreographed
by students. This year students
have selected Danza Kuduro by
Puerto Rican singer Don Omar.
Junior Amanda Casas said
she is eagerly “looking forward
to the Don Omar song and
absolutely [loves] the dance
this year.”
The day reminds seniors
that their years at IH are
quickly coming to an end and
often that reminder brings
memories to the surface.
Christina Hughes, a senior, said Mary’s Day has been
a large part of her school experience. She said she is “super
excited for my last one. Mary’s
Day is when I show my introverted school spirit.”

There are plenty of ways
to commemorate these momentous “moving on” moments in a personal way. Sure,
a brand new Macbook Air is
pretty sweet, but it will soon
be outdated, unlike these five
handmade and heartfelt gifts
that are timeless.
A Memory Quilt
Regardless of your child’s age,
this is something you can start
today. Save the shirts from all
those clubs, camps and sports
over the years. For high school
graduation, have them sewn
into a quilt—or do it yourself,
if you’re handy with a sewing
machine. If you want to get
fancy, include the logo and
colors of whatever college he
or she is headed to. Search online for variations and tutorials
on making your own.

Old School Vinyl
When in doubt, go old school.
Graduations make everyone
nostalgic and vinyl is the perfect
way to pass on shades of your
own youth to your teen. Urban
Outfitters has a great selection
of record players and albums.
Beautiful Books
Books may seem like a rather
predictable gift for a graduate,
but we’re not talking about average paperbacks. Check out
EastonPress.com that offers
an array of gorgeous leatherbound classics by authors from
Ayn Rand to Jane Austen, including many signed editions.
Taschen is another standout
and go-to for exquisite art and
pop culture books. Finally,
Ebay is worth hunting around
for signed versions of childhood favorites.

Stationery and Stamps
Email will never be as charming or heartfelt as snail mail.
Buy your kid a personalized
set of stationery from Etsy.
com or Minted.com and
throw in a set of personalized
postage stamps from Zazzle.
com. A fancy writing pen or
graphite pencil completes the
set. Then, all you have to do
is guilt them into writing you
every now and then!
A Treasury of Family Recipes
Food is a fond family memory
for many kids, so send your
son or daughter off with a box
of favorite recipes on personalized cards. PinholePress.com
will customize a set of 50 with
your choice of image. Sure,
there are tons of recipes online, but none have the same
meaning as mom’s.

SAVE THE DATE!

For more information visit:
ymcaLA.org/Hollywoodsignrun

JUNE 2015
SCHOOL GRADUATION
EDITION

Our 107th Year

PAGE
PRIVATE
SCHOOL
Latest Technologies
Small Class Sizes/Ages 2-Grade 6
Extended Hours 6:30am-6:30pm
Music, Art & Spanish Classes

323.463.5118

Hancock Park

323.272.3429

Beverly Hills

ADVERTISE NOW!
Time to congratulate your school graduates in the
June edition of the Los Feliz Ledger!

50% OFF COLOR
RUN OFF OUR CONTRACT RATE & SKIP MONTHS
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EDITION DEADLINES

05/14/2015
AD RESERVATION DEADLINE

Sign up for your Graduation Ad in June and then start
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school advertising in the Fall!

PAPER DELIVERY
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419 S. Robertson Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90211
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EXPERT SERVICE.
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

www.coregroupla.com
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848 N. LAS PALMAS AVE. HANCOCK PARK ADJACENT $1,450,000 2400 WILD OAK AVE. LOS FELIZ
Private, gated, Spanish. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath+ Converted Garage, Pool.
Beautifully remodeled w/ attention to detail. www.848NorthLasPalmas.com

$2,850,000

Upscale, stunning Andalusian style, two story Spanish home.
4 Bed/4.5 Bath, downtown views, Created by award winning design

IN ESCROW

IN ESCROW

IN ESCROW

146 S. VAN NESS LARCHMONT VILLAGE

2321 HILLHURST AVE, LOS FELIZ

12504 WOODBRIDGE # 301 STUDIO CITY

IN ESCROW

SOLD

COMING SOON

166 S. HAYWORTH AVE. # 102 THE GROVE

3261 OAKSHIRE DR. HOLLYWOOD HILLS

3169 DONA MARTA DR. STUDIO CITY

$2,895,000. 4 Bed/4.5 Bath, Gorgeous refur- $2,799,000. 4 Bed/4.5 Bath, 4800 Sqrft.
$735,000. 2 Bed/ 2 Bath spectacular,
bished California Craftsman. *Representing Buyer Grand traditional, two-story. *Representing Buyer bright architectural corner unit. .

$599,000. 2 Bed/2 Bath. Sophisticated condo $1,000,000. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath. Sophisticated,
in heart of Shopping & Entertainment area.
upgraded character 1924 Spanish in the hills.

$1,500,00 (Approx). 3 Bed/2.5 Bath.
Mid Century Modern Architectural gem.

SOLD

SOLD

IN ESCROW

FOR LEASE

11856 KLING ST. STUDIO CITY

750 S. SPAULDING #111 THE GROVE

1641 N. MORTON AVE. ECHO PARK

417 N. WINDSOR AVE. LARCHMONT

BRE# 01279107

BRE# 01939279

Pete Buonocore 323.762.2561
Sabine Demain 323.683.5172
pete@coregroupla.com
sabine@coregroupla.com

www.coregroupla.com

Keller Williams Larchmont
118 N. Larchmont Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90004

