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Local Jews and 
Officials Respond to 
the Paris Attacks
By Ameera Butt
Ledger Contributing Writer

HANCOCK PARK—In the 
wake of the January terrorist 
attacks on the satirical maga-
zine Charlie Hebdo and a Jew-
ish market in France, the local 
Jewish community is feeling 
safer with added security at lo-
cal synagogues but some feel 
the United States government 
is not doing enough to pre-
vent future terrorist attacks at 
home and abroad.

At temples locally, reac-
tions to the Jan. 7th attacks, 
that killed 12 magazine em-
ployees, a Parisian police of-
ficer and the killers, Said and 

The Day Everything Changed, Again

see REACTION page 18see ELECTION page 4

Cliquish K-Towners Mixing Happily In 
Changing Mid-City 
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

KOREATOWN—In this neigh-
borhood bound by Beverly 
and Olympic boulevards, you 
can get delicious Korean bar-
b-que right next to an El Sal-
vadorian pupusa. 

There’s K-pop, or Korean 
pop music, that blares out of the 
plentiful Korean coffee shops 
on nearly every corner or the 
one and only El Flamin’ Taco 
truck that dishes up delicious 
carne asada tacos for long lines 
of hungry customers. 

Here, you’ll see Latino 
mothers and fathers walking  
their children to and from 
school past Bangladeshi stores 
that sell authentic South Asian 
goods and groceries. 

And then there’s the 
youthful looking Koreans—
in their fast cars and designer 
clothes—bar hopping and 

belting their hearts out “Gang-
nam Style” at the neighbor-
hood’s packed karaoke bars. 

Once an insular, strictly 
ethnic neighborhood where 
newly arrived South Korean im-
migrants moved to find better 
opportunities and build a new 
life, Koreatown is changing. To-

day, this neighborhood—with 
the largest population of Kore-
ans outside of South Korea—is 
a chaotic, diverse mix of Lati-
nos, Koreans, African-Amer-
icans and Bangladeshi’s that’s 
become one of the more diverse 
ethnic enclaves in the city. 

see KOREATOWN page 21see TICKETS page 15

Street Sweeping Tickets Costing 
Larchmont Neighbors
By Cassie Paton, Ledger Contributing Writer

For occasional forgetful-
ness or tardiness, parking tick-
ets are the price some pay for 
living in the city. But in dense-
ly populated neighborhoods, 
where street-sweeping tickets, 
in particular, are being shelled 
out by the tens of thousands 
yearly, they’re a costly burden.

Fred Mariscal, a Larch-
mont Village resident and Los 
Angeles City Council District 
4 candidate for the March 3rd 
election, said he paid a park-
ing ticket just last week.

“I got to my car at 8:01,” 
Mariscal said. While he was 
just a minute late, there was 
already the dreaded white 
and red envelope on his wind-
shield.

Neighborhoods border-
ing Larchmont Village receive 
more street sweeping-related 

parking violations than most 
of Los Angeles County. An in-
vestigation by the Los Angeles 
Times in December revealed 
that more than 30,000 street 
sweeping violations were is-
sued in 2012 in Hollywood 
alone. Koreatown received 
more than 18,000; East Hol-
lywood, 16,000 and Mid-
Wilshire nearly 14,000. In 
total, Los Angeles residents 
spend more than $50 million 
annually on these tickets.

While ticketing wasn’t 
nearly as heavy handed in 
Larchmont, Windsor Square 
and Hancock Park—about 
3,400, 3,200 and 5,000 tick-
ets respectively—residents still 
don’t have to venture too far 
to see that the ratio of avail-
able parking to the number 

[CD 4 ELECTION]

Ryu Remains 
Top In Funding 
And Spending 
By Colin Stutz
Ledger Contributing Writer

As candidates head into 
the final month of campaign-
ing for Los Angeles City 
Council District 4, the race is 
crowded with candidates and 
money. 

With 14 names still com-
peting to replace termed out 
councilmember Tom La-
Bonge, as of Dec. 31st, about 
$1.6 million had been raised 
between the candidates and 
$600,000 spent, making it 
the most expensive race in the 
city’s upcoming March 3rd 
elections.

CD4 includes Hollywood 
Hills to Silver Lake as well as 
Miracle Mile, Hancock Park, 

A boy and his father, pushing a baby carriage, stop for a moment outside Congregation Bais Yehda on North 
La Brea Avenue before services on a recent Saturday. The January terrorist attacks in Paris have renewed 
fear and feelings of persecution forJ ews in Los Angeles are throughout the world. Photo: Tanika Roy.

NEWCOMERS WELCOME—A Bangladeshi mother and her child stroll that com-
munities slice of Koreatown on a recent Saturday afternoon. Bangladeshis 
started moving into Koreatown in 2008. Photo: Tanika Roy.
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CREATING INSPIRED SPACES THAT MEET
ALL OF YOUR INTERIOR DESIGN NEEDS.
Italian Flair • Unique Materials • Ancient Methods

Complimentary Phone Consultation 
FRAGMENTS MOSAIC STUDIO

www.fragmentsmosaic.com • 310-916-6673

C U S TO M
M O S A I C
D E S I G N
P I E C E S O F S O U L. A RT F R O M T H E H E A RT.

Felicia Funderburk Studied at The Orsoni Scuola Mosaici in Venice, Italy 
 and The Scoula Arte del Mosaico in Ravenna, Italy 

[LETTER FROM THE PuBLISHER]

New Office, New Phone 
Number, New Year

We are 
thrilled at 
the many 

readers that reached out to 
us, via email, after our first 
edition in January. But if you 
tried calling to congratulate 
us, we missed you! That’s be-
cause after the Ledger moved 
offices from its 10-year loca-
tion in Los Feliz, AT&T was 
unable, for a variety of rea-
sons, to transfer our phones. 

So after 43 days of being 

landline-less; getting lost, 
what seemed like for hours, 
in AT&T’s customer service 
telephone tree; and hours 
listening to very, very bad 
musak while on hold, we are 
now back in business, as they 
say, with a new phone num-
ber: (323) 741-0019. Call 
us. We’d love to talk to you. 
Or you can talk with us the 
old fashioned way: via email! 
(acohen@larchmontledgerla.
com)

PuBLISHER /EDITOR

Allison B.  Cohen

ADVERTISING SALES 

Libby Butler-Gluck

323-644-5536

libby@larchmontledgerla.com

GR APHIC DESIGN 

& L AYOuT

Tiffany Sims

BOOKKEEPER 

Geeta Badkar

FOuNDED 2015 

A newspaper for the 90,000 readers 

in Larchmont Village, Hancock Park, 

Windsor Square, Windsor Village, 

Wilshire Historic District, Country 

Club Park, Lafayette Square, Oxford 

Square, Mid-Wilshire and Koreatown

For editorial consideration, 

send story ideas to:

acohen@larchmontledgerla.com

(323) 741-0019

Pick up a copy of the Larchmont Ledger at these places, 

or visit us online at larchmontledgerla.com

Above the Fold
(Larchmont News Stand)

226 N. Larchmont

Bricks & Scones
403 N. Larchmont 

Coldwell Banker North
251 N. Larchmont 

Coldwell Banker South
119 N. Larchmont

Haas & Co. Hair Design
136 N. Larchmont 

Jamba Juice
158 N. Larchmont

John C. Fremont Library
6121 Melrose Avenue

Keller Williams Realty
118 N. Larchmont

Kosher News Stand
Oakwood at Fairfax

Larchmont Village Wine & Cheese
223 N. Larchmont

Lemonade
626 N. Larchmont

Le Petite Retreat Day Spa
331 N. Larchmont

Le Petit Greek
127 N. Larchmont

Memorial Branch Library
4625 W. Olympic Boulevard

Orchard
415 La Brea

Page Private School
565 N. Larchmont

Pio Pico Library (Koreatown)
694 S. Oxford Ave.

Sam’s Bagels
150 N. Larchmont

Suzy’s Healing Hands
414 N. Larchmont

Wilshire Library

149 N. St. Andrews Place

Look for more stories 

and updates at:

LarchmontLedgerLA.com

Visit our sister publication 

at LosFelizLedger.com

Missed paper? 213-627-0530

Sign up for 

Larchmont Ledger 
email updates! 

Register at www.larchmontledgerla.com 
or email us at: newsletter@larchmontledgerla.com
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[STREET LEVEL]

Can One Loo Do?
Compiled by Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

The city of West Holly-
wood joined three other U.S. 
cities Jan. 15th with a new law 
adopting the creation of gen-
der-neutral restrooms. Busi-
nesses and public areas have 
30 days to comply. 

Washington, D.C. has had 
a similar law since 2006 as does 
Philadelphia (2013) and Aus-
tin, TX (2014). Gender-neutral 
bathrooms have been heralded 
as a step forward for the trans-
gender rights movement; for 
the disabled with caretakers of a 
different gender and for females 
waiting in long lines to use the 
restroom while the men’s room 
is empty. Here’s what some lo-
cals think of the idea of gender 
neutral restrooms:

I don’t care. 
Everybody 
has to use the 
bathroom.
– Juliana 
Eshaya, 42, on 

Larchmont Boulevard

For me, as a 
practical mat-
ter. If there’s 
a long line in 
the female 
restroom, it’s 

nice to be able to pop into 
the men’s restroom. I have 
a 4-year-old boy. I have no 
problem with that. 
– Claudia Franck, 32, 
Larchmont Boulevard, with 
4-year-old son Nicholas

Boys and girls 
are kind of 
different. They 
have different 
stuff. Girls un-
derstand girls 

and boys understand boys. It’s 
complicated.
– Scarlett Gatta, 9, in Han-
cock Park

I say, why not? 
At least see how 
it goes in West 
Hollywood. It’s 
a contemporary 
idea and Los 

Angeles likes to do that sort 
of stuff. I guess if people  
want it.
– Eric Aldama, 29, Culver 
City, while on Melrose Avenue

I’m kind of 
neutral about 
it. I think in 
some situations, 
it might be 
useful or ben-

eficial but there are also risks 
involved. With younger kids, 
there are people out there to 
be careful around. If I’m a 
single mom and have an older 
son, some people may not feel 
comfortable.
– Melisa Morgan, 34, Los 
Angeles, in Koreatown with her 
2 ½ year old son Isaiah Veal

Moves to Replace LAPD Commissioners 
With Civilians under Consideration
By Bridgette Webb, Ledger Contributing Writer

SILVER LAKE—In the wake 
of national high profile cases 
involving officers using deadly 
force—including the Los An-
geles cases of Omar Abrego 
and Ezell Ford—two Los An-
geles neighborhood councils 
are asking the city to put on 
the ballot a measure to elimi-
nate the Los Angeles Police 
Department’s (LAPD) Police 
Commission and to replace 
it with an all elected civilian 
oversight panel. 

The purpose, according 
to neighborhood council of-
ficials, is to hold police more 
accountable for their actions. 
Misconduct would be reviewed 
by democratically elected board 
rather than one appointed by 
the mayor as is the case with the 
police commission.

Both Abrego, 37, and 
Ford, 25 were killed in South 
Los Angeles last summer with-
in one week of each other by 
LAPD officers.  

The Silver Lake and South 
Central neighborhood coun-

cils approved a joint resolution 
in January asking the Los An-
geles City Council to approve 
a resolution to put the issue on 
a future Los Angeles ballot. 
The proposed civilian panel 
would have full authority over 
the police department at all 
levels and would replace the 
five-member Los Angeles Po-
lice Commission, which after 
mayoral appointment, must be 
confirmed by the Los Angeles 
City Council. 

This is the second measure 
of this type in recent months. 

Last December, the Los 
Angeles County Board of Su-
pervisors approved a plan to 
create a civilian oversight pan-
el for the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department.

“Right now we are in the 
process of working out how 
the new board will function,” 
said sheriff spokesperson Nicole 
Nishida. According to Nishida, 
a timetable has not been set for 
when such a panel might be cre-
ated for that department.
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Windsor Square and Larch-
mont Village neighborhoods. 
Sherman Oaks is also part of 
the district.

As of Dec. 31st, commu-
nity mental health director 
David Ryu continues to lead 
the pack in overall fundraising 
with nearly $311,000 in total 
donations. 

He’s not just building 
a stockpile, though. Ryu is 
spending his money, too, and 
at a higher rate than any other 
candidate. 

Thus far, Ryu has spent 
over $116,000 since an-
nouncing his candidacy last 
February. And, he spent over 
$70,000 alone from October 
until the end of the year— 
nearly double that of Carolyn 
Ramsay, who comes in second 
with campaign donations. 

But Ryu’s impressive 
cash flow comes without city 
matching funds, which many 
view as an important bench-
mark representative of com-
munity support. 

However, to date, 74% of 
Ryu’s funding has come from 
zip codes outside the district. 

Matching funds have two 
critical benchmarks. For a 
coveted 2:1 match, candidates 
must have had 1,000 verified 
signatures in the district by 

the end of December. Once 
that is established, the match-
ing funds come into play after 
the candidate then collects 
200 donations of $5 or more 
from within the district. 

To receive 1:1 matching 
funds, the criteria is the same, 
except the candidate only had 
to file 500 verifiable signatures 
by the December deadline and 
pay a $500 fee to the city. 

Ramsay, Teddy Davis and 

Tomas O’Grady are the only 
candidates thus far to qualify 
for 2:1 matching funds. 

The intent of the match-
ing funds program is to re-
ward candidates that have 
proven they have local support 
to balance those, for instance, 
that may be funded heavily by 
special interests. 

Independent groups, such 

as labor unions and business 
organizations, can spend as 
much as they like to support 
or oppose candidates, so long 
as they do not coordinate their 
efforts with any campaign. 

Ramsay’s local support has 
been strong throughout her 
candidacy. Having served the 
district since 2006, her years 
of experience in the neigh-
borhood have manifested in 
71% of her total contributions 

coming from zip codes within 
CD4 —  $175,766 in all. She 
has received more money lo-
cally than any of the other 
candidates. 

And while most other 
candidates’ local fundrais-
ing slowed considerably over 
the last quarter, suggesting 
perhaps the district has been 
squeezed dry, Ramsay raised 

another $33,750 from in-
district zip codes. Nonprofit 
director and entrepreneur 
Tomás O’Grady raised the sec-
ond most locally with $17,235. 

Of the top six fundrais-
ers in the race, Community 
College District Trustee and 
former Los Angeles Direc-
tor to California State As-
semblymember Sen. Kevin 
de Leon (D-Los Angeles) — 
Steve Veres has received the 

least total amount of local 
contributions. 

Out of Veres’ total 
$226,650 in fundraising, 15% 
has come from zip codes with-
in CD4. More broadly, just 
1/3rd of Veres’ contributions 
have come from inside the city 
of Los Angeles. The rest have 
come largely from neighbor-
ing cities around Southern 

California.
Despite what he may lack 

in apparent local support, 
Veres has some strong orga-
nizations behind him. He was 
recently endorsed by the Los 
Angeles County Democratic 
Party and has a number of la-
bor unions backing him.

What’s more, Veres’ aver-
age donation is significantly 
higher than his competition. 
While the rest of the pack will 
bring in around $300 to $400 
per person—out of a $700 
maximum allowed—Veres av-
erages $525 per contributor. 

While it is not always 
the candidate with the most 
money who wins an election, 
fundraising figures provide 
insight to candidates’ broad 
and local support. In the 
2013 election for Council 
District 13, which neighbors 
CD4 to the east, the two top 
candidates, Mitch O’Farrell 
and John Choi, consistent-
ly had the highest overall 
fundraising figures or larg-
est amount of local support 
through donations.

O’Farrell ultimately de-
feated Choi in a runoff elec-
tion, spending $357,000 less 
than to do so. Choi is now 
filling Veres’ recently vacated 
role as de Leon’s Los Angeles 
interim district director.

ELECTION from page 1

While it is not always the candidate with the most money 

who wins an election, fundraising figures provide insight to 

candidates’ broad and local support. In the 2013 election for 

Council District 13, which neighbors CD4 to the east, the two 

top candidates Mitch O’Farrell and John Choi consistently 

had the highest overall fundraising figures or largest 

amount of local support through donations.
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BEST EDUCATED — MOST EXPERIENCED

SCHAEFER
visit www.mike4council.com

OTE MARCH 3RD

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  

[CREATIVELY INCLINED]

Clothes That Make the Man and the Movie
Hollywood Costume at the Wilshire May Company Building
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

MID WILSHIRE—How movie 
costumes help make charac-
ters come alive on screen is 
artfully detailed via Holly-
wood Costume. Now through 
March 2nd, the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences is saluting costume 
design and shining a well-
defined spotlight on costume 
designers via this multimedia 
exhibition. The exhibit is on 
the LACMA campus within 
the former Wilshire May 
Company building—the fu-
ture home of the Academy’s 
long-planned Museum of 
Motion Pictures. 

Organized and originally 
exhibited at London’s Victoria 
and Albert Museum, the show 
has expanded to more than 
150 costumes for its Los An-
geles run including select cos-
tumes from The Great Gatsby 
(Catherine Martin, 2013), 
The Hunger Games (Judianna 
Makovsky, 2012) and Dallas 
Buyers Club (Kurt and Burt, 
2013). 

Exhibition goers enter 
through a darkened corridor 
as movie history unfolds from 

early silent films to today’s 
blockbusters. More than 60 
lenders contributed to the ex-
hibition. The costume design 
process comed to life through 
film clips and interviews with 
designers like Edith Head and 
Colleen Atwood, running on 
continuous loops displayed 
with sketches, scripts and the 
original costume pieces.

There are many high-
lights from Charlie Chap-
lin’s tramp wardrobe to 
Daniel Day Lewis’ ensem-
ble from Gangs of New York 
(Sandy Powell, 2002) to the 
iconic billowy coat worn 
by Meryl Streep in The 
French Lieutenant’s Woman 
(Tom Rand, 1981). As the 
designers, directors and ac-
tors explain—through film 
clips and quotes—costumes 
remarkably help actors as-
sume their roles and cos-
tume designers are often the 
unsung heroes of cinematic 
storytelling.  

Capping the exhibit are 
perhaps the most instantly 
recognized film accessories 
of all time: the original ruby 

slippers (one of several pairs) 
worn by Dorothy (Judy Gar-
land) in The Wizard of Oz 
(Adrian, 1939) shown with 
Dorothy’s blue and white 
gingham pinafore dress. A 
salute to craft and crafts-
manship, Hollywood Costume 
is nostalgic, informative and 
inspiring. 

To visit: A separate timed 
ticked is needed for admission. 
Be aware that as film clips are 
shown the exhibition is very 
dark and can take up to 1 ½ 
hours to experience fully.

 
Hollywood Costume at the 
Wilshire May Company 
Building, 6067 Wilshire 
Blvd., (310) 247-3049, 
Oscars.org/HC

Note from the publisher: 
All creative pursuits will be 
the subjects of this monthly 
column. Local arts institutions 

and events will also be cov-
ered. Please share your creative 
endeavor or upcoming event. 
Email Kathy A. McDonald at 
writerkathymcd@gmail.com

Advertise in the

Larchmont Ledger
(323) 644-5536
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Larchmont Ballet
(formerly Outback Studios)

School & TheaTre  
Beginners to Pre-Professional

Jennifer Nairn Smith
Master Ballet Teacher and Pilates Instructor

Jennifer Nairn Smith: Associate of 

the Royal Academy of Dancing London; 

former Ballerina with Balanchine’s 

New York City Ballet; original Fosse dancer; 

in the original cast of the Tony Award-winning 

Broadway show Pippin and the 

Academy Award-winning movie All That Jazz; 

trained directly with Joseph Pilates, 

Carola S. Trier & Ron Fletcher.

adulTS

Professional Balanchine Technique Class - Beginner/Intermediate 

Pilates Mat work and Zena Rommett Floor Barre

Fosse Jazz

childreN

Pre-Ballet, Ballet I and Beginner/Intermediate

Fosse Jazz

Beginner Tap

Hip Hop Dance

Private and Small classes (max. 10 students)

“Ms. Jennifer is so beautiful and the perfect dancer.  She has great posture and is teaching me 

amazing stretches. I feel I am learning a lot from her.” - Lauren Norrix, 7 years old

“I am thrilled with my daughters’ experience with Ms. Jennifer at Larchmont Ballet. Ms. Jennifer just 

has the aura of a true ballerina and my daughters are truly enamored with her! Each week, they come 

out of class happy and energized and can’t wait to show me all of the cool positions and stretches 

they’ve learned.  They love it!” - Marqui Hood

For more information on private, group and class schedule 

go to www.larchmontBallet.com or call 323-273-2717



The Council District 4 Players Guide
A message from James O’Sullivan, MMRA President

Who’s on First, Who’s on Second, I Don’t Know is on Third...

Don’t look now but we are less than two months away from electing a new 
Councilmember for Council District 4.  Do you have any idea who you will vote 
for? How many of you reading this right now can name more than a couple 
of the 14 certified candidates? To be honest with you, having followed this 
stuff closely, even I am challenged to name more than a handful. That should 
change soon as yard signs start popping up and our mailboxes are stuffed with 
campaign flyers.

Conventional wisdom has it that none of these candidates for CD 4 will win a 
majority of votes in the March 3rd primary – resetting the clock for a May 19th 
runoff between the top two contenders, but I’m not sure about that. Several 
candidates have already raised some serious money and more will be collected 
before the primary ends. City matching funds will add $50,000 to $100,000 
to each candidate that qualifies, but someone could decide to self-finance – 
which would blow the lid off and throw conventional wisdom out the window.

Trying to find the best candidate by reading their comments and pledges in 
newspapers (the few statements that can be found) hasn’t been very helpful 
so far. Even a search for their positions on their websites (which many don’t 
have yet) is an exercise in frustration. Candidates know that the average per-
son wants their streets and sidewalks fixed, their trees trimmed, and adequate 
police and fire protection, so they promise to deliver those things. The obvious, 
boilerplate promises; there’s nothing new here.

The problem is that most of their promises – boilerplate or otherwise – are 
beyond their ability to deliver. Most of the things being promised – protecting 
neighborhoods; alleviating traffic congestion; solving pension and healthcare 
issues; bringing film and TV production back to L.A.; adding more bike lanes; 
and a whole laundry list of other items – require the approval of 14 other coun-
cil members to get done.

Once elected, our new councilmem-
ber will be introduced to the odd and 
uniquely L.A. political process that 
delivers unanimous council votes al-
most 100% of the time. Individuality 
is not encouraged on the City Coun-
cil. It’s a go-along-to-get-along sort 
of place. But each Councilmember 
does wield considerable control over 
their district and related funds. This 
is where real issues arise and hard 
questions need to be asked.

Recently, a hubbub arose when the LA 
Times reported that Councilman Tom 
LaBonge was sponsoring an 80th 
birthday party for Elvis Presley at the 

Avalon Theater in Hollywood. The (as yet) unsubstantiated report quickly went 
viral about funding attached to this sponsorship, prompting many to wonder 
if those funds couldn’t be put to better use – like repairing a root-damaged 
sidewalk?

My interest in this issue led me to do a search of funds controlled by CD 4. 
That search yielded results that were as clear as mud.

A question I would like each CD 4 candidate to answer is this: Will you fre-
quently post online simple-to-read reports detailing where the money under 
your control comes from, where it is goes, and who it benefits?

Many hundreds-of-thousands of dollars are transferred into – and out of – 
these funds to pay for a variety of things and I can’t figure out what the hell is 
going on. Many of the expenditures may well be for things that really benefit 
the community, but it would be nice to know that with some certainty.

The well-worn issue of accepting campaign contributions from real estate 
developers recently took a turn toward the ludicrous with the candidates pars-
ing which are the good developers (the small ones) and which are the bad 
developers (the large ones) – as if virtue could be measured by square footage. 

While campaign contributions are not a big issue for me, I understand why 
many voters are concerned. For years we have watched money from develop-
ers flood political races while noticing that the doors to City Hall are held wide 
open to every real estate project that crosses the threshold. Conversely, many 
residents who feel that their neighborhoods are under siege find the welcome 
mat is not rolled out for them.

It would help ease the perception of impropriety between political contribu-
tions and project approvals if the playing field were leveled. One key means to 
achieve this would be for each candidate to pledge complete transparency. If 
elected they would:

• Immediately disclose whenever their office is approached about a devel-
opment project in CD 4, whether by the developer or any person or group 
representing the developer. This information should be posted on the coun-
cil website and the Neighborhood Councils and homeowners/residential 
groups should be promptly notified about the project, from its conception.

• Disclose any follow up meetings with the Councilmember or staff regard-
ing the project. All too often projects gallop out of the starting gate with-
out the community’s knowledge.

And speaking of knowledge as power:

• Advocacy groups are constantly 
meeting with the Planning Depart-
ment and LADOT on issues – from 
bike lanes to rewriting the zoning 
code – and the public is left out 
in the cold. Any changes contem-
plated in CD 4 should be clearly and 
concisely posted on the Council 
website. There should be full dis-
closure in real time so that everyone is informed. 

Would a CD 4 candidate who agreed to do all of the above get my vote? Yes, 
if they also agreed to:

• Faithfully follow the policies for decision makers as outlined in each Com-
munity Plan in CD 4, as well as in the Framework Element.

• Require the City to officially document and demonstrate that the infra-
structure in the area of the contemplated project is not threatened in rela-
tion to user needs. This would include particularly critical services, such 
as water and sewerage, as well as public schools, police and fire services, 
and transportation infrastructure.

My point is, I don’t want promises, I want answers – and so should you.
First published in MMRA newsletter, Miraclemilela.com
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[RETAIL THERAPY]

Valentine’s Day on the Boulevard: 
A Local Retreat For Two
By Kathy A. McDonald, Ledger Columnist

Valentine’s is the one day 
of the year set aside for hon-
oring relationships. But even 
with its own designated day 
for lovers, finding the time and 
place to unwind and recon-
nect with that special someone 
can be difficult. 

Le Petit Retreat Spa prom-
ises to be that perfect spot. 

At the spa, couples can 
request an indoor or outdoor 
treatment room for dual mas-
sages. The hot and cold stone 
aromatherapy massage remains 
popular too.

Surprisingly, although 
located on busy Larchmont 
Boulevard, fountains, walls 
and cabana draping keep the 
sounds of the village at bay. 

Inside, guests are wel-
comed to a cozy lounge 
with a fireplace. There’s also 
a co-ed sauna and here’s an 
interesting add-on for any 
treatment: a warm soak in 
the spa’s custom built copper 

jacuzzi tub that’s big enough 
for two.

Owner Tina Figueroa 
came to the spa world from 
the software business and said 
the “high touch” and personal 
aspect of the business appealed 
to her. 

According to Figueroa, 
she personally selected prod-
ucts from Los Angeles-based 
Enessa for her facials and other 
body treatments as well as cus-
tom-blended essential oil used 
in massages. The spa’s body 
scrubs—coffee, sugar and Hi-
malayan salt—are luxuriant 
and use organic ingredients as 
well.

Le Petit Retreat Spa—soon 
to be renamed Larchmont Sanc-
tuary Spa—331 N. Larchmont 
Blvd. Closed Tuesdays. Open 
until 9 p.m. Wed. through Fri. 
and until 7 p.m. Sat. through 
Mon.  For further information, 
visit lprdayspa.com or call (323) 
466-1028.

All the Costly and Flashing Signals Are There 
But Is Anyone Paying Attention?
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

LARCHMONT BOuLEVARD—
Last year, the city installed 
flashing red lights at two 
crosswalks on this popular 
retail street after local busi-
ness owners complained cars 
were ignoring four stop signs 
that had been installed previ-
ously.

Whether the flashing 
lights—at a cost of $11,800—
have helped, remains to be 
seen. 

Before 2003, pedestrians 
just had a naked crosswalk 
to navigate crossing from one 
side of the boulevard to the 
other. 

According to city officials, 
there wasn’t any one, or a se-
ries of accidents that created 
the impetus for the stop signs 
to begin with. But there was a 
lot of jaywalking, police said, 
an unsafe practice even with 
the street’s 30 miles per hour 
speed limit. The flashing red 
lights, came along, they said, 
just as a reminder.  

But some say, neither are 
working. Rose Hart-Lands-
berg, of Landis’ Labyrinth Top 
Shop said she recalls having a 
few close calls, herself, trying 

to cross the busy boulevard. 
“I don’t know if [the 

stop signs] are helping,” she 
said. “I think we should have 
someone stand [there]… and 
direct traffic.”

At Larchmont Wine & 
Cheese, Simon Cox, a partner 
at the store, said he and owner 
Sergio Boccato, watch the 
busy retail street from their 
store’s front window. Two of 
the stop signs are situated di-
rectly in front of their store.

“We see amazing things,” 

Cox said, “like people blowing 
through [the stop signs] at 25 
to 30 miles per hour. And peo-
ple sometimes still jay walk,” 
ignoring the crosswalk, stop 
signs and red lights. 

According to David Cor-
dova, the Los Angeles Police 
Dept. senior lead officer with 
the area, officials just wanted 
to cut down on jaywalking 
and speeding. 

The stop signs, Cordova 
said, “does slow down traffic, 
which is a good thing.”

Hollyhock House to Pull All 
Nighter To Show Off New Facelift
By Ameera Butt, Ledger Contributing Writer

EAST HOLLYWOOD—For the 
first time in two years, Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s Hollyhock 
House will be opened again to 
the public in February after an 
extensive $4.35 million reno-
vation. 

Heiress, Aline Barnsdall, 
commissioned Wright to de-
sign the house in 1919. In 
1927, she donated the house 
and its land to the city for a 
park to honor her father oil 
baron Theodore Barnsdall. 

Soon thereafter, the 
California Art Club used the 
house, but it fell into disrepair 
by the 1940s, according to cu-
rator Jeffrey Herr. 

Renovations followed but 

the house declined a second 
time and was again restored in 
the 1970s.

For this most recent resto-
ration, details of the house’s in-
terior that had been removed, 
plastered or painted over, have 
returned, Herr said. 

“For the first time since 
the 1940s [the public can] 
walk into this house and see 
it as it appeared in 1921 when 
Aline Barnsdall walked into 
the house for the first time,” 
Herr said.

There will be a fee to visit 
the 6,000 square foot house, 
but for 24 hours starting at 4 
p.m. Feb. 13th, entry will be 
free. Info: Barnsdall.org 

The city has installed lots of reminders to slow down and use crosswalks on 
Larchmont Boulevard but some say they aren’t working.
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Trusted leaders throughout Los Angeles are supporting Sheila Irani... 

A PROVEN LEADER YOU CAN COUNT ON

ACTION, NOT WORDS.
Community cleanup with Lake Hollywood residentsIrani family - brother and cousins Sheila and daughter, Serena

“ I’ve had the pleasure of knowing 
Sheila Irani for more than 35 
years. As Councilmember, Sheila 
will utilize her leadership skills 
from her experience as a business 
owner and community activist 
to be an advocate on the City 
Council, working to make the City 
safer and more business friendly.  
She will work tirelessly for her 
constituents of the 4th District 
and all Angelenos.”

— Kenneth L. Ashford, Former Field/
Legislative Deputy for LA County Board 
of Supervisor Edmund D. Edelman

“ The project that was the crowning 
jewel for us was your help in 
attaining street lights for our 
neighborhood. With your obvious 
concern for improving the safety 
of our neighbors ...we were able to 
get the street light project passed. 
It never would have happened 
without you. As a result, our children 
are growing up in a much safer 
place.”

— Nona Sue Friedman, Ridgewood-Wilton 
Street Light Chair

“ I give my whole-hearted support 
to Sheila Irani in her candidacy 
for City Councilmember. As 
Tom LaBonge’s Director of 
Special Projects, she responded 
to my every concern for the 
safety and well-being of the 
Larchmont Village community. 
She is a caring and passionate 
individual with a keen sense 
of responsibility for others—a 
unique quality to find in a public 
figure anywhere.”

— Judith Aller, Community Activist, 
Larchmont Village
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[REAL ESTATE]

2015 Predicted to See Slow Down in Recent unsustainable Market
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Real Estate Reporter

If you’re a buyer in the 
Larchmont area residential 
real estate market, here’s the 
good news: there are record 
low mortgage interest rates 
and a slight increase in avail-
able homes for sale.

If you’re a seller, here’s the 
bad news: rising home prices 
that characterized the last few 
years “have flattened,” accord-

ing to Joey Sacavitch, a realtor 
with Keller Williams Larch-
mont. However, “this is good in 
the long run,” he said since the 
20% plus rate of growth recent-
ly is not sustainable.

According to CoreLog-

ic, a property analytics firm 
based in La Jolla, CA, De-
cember provided a strong fin-
ish to 2014 residential real 
estate sales as the number of 
homes sold increased sharply 
in Southern California mak-
ing December one of just two 
months last year to post a year-
over-year gain in sales. 

 

HOMES FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS

Locally, DQ News, a di-
vision of CoreLogic, reported 
overall strong home sales in 
the Larchmont Ledger reader-
ship area for December 2014.

The area’s 90020 zip code 
was a bit of an outlier. Just one 
single-family home sold in De-
cember, but it fetched over $8 
million, or $1,756 per square 
foot, making it a happy holi-
day season for the seller. Thir-
teen condos sold for a median 
$345,000, up 5% year-over-year.

In the Miracle Mile 90036 
zip code, nine single-family 

homes sold in December at a 
median price of $1.310 mil-
lion, or $537 per square foot, 
up nearly 14% year-over-year. 
Two condos sold for a median 
price of $590,000, up year-
over-year.

Mid-city’s 90019 zip code 
saw a home-selling bonanza, as 
22 single-family homes sold for 
a median price of $720,000, or 
$447 per square foot, a year-
over-year increase of 3%. No 
information was available on 
condo sales in the area.

Only the Greater Wilshire/
Hancock Park 90004 zip code 
saw a decline, last month, in 

the median home price paid 
for a single-family residence. 
In December, 15 single-family 
homes sold for a median price 
of $648,000, down nearly 
40% year-over-year. The me-
dian sales price per square foot 
was $461. However, five con-
dos sold in the area at a me-
dian price of $559,000, a 20% 
year-over-year increase.

If you’re a seller, here’s the bad news: rising home prices that characterized 
the last few years “have flattened,” according to Joey Sacavitch, a realtor with 

Keller Williams Larchmont. However, “this is good in the long run,” he said since 
the 20% plus rate of growth recently is not sustainable.

Pete Bunocore, of Core Group LA, was the listing agent for this Norton Avenue 
property that sold at the end of last year. Anne Loveland, with Loveland/Carr, 
represented the buyer. The 3,000 square foot house sold for $2.5 million.
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GRAMERCY
AT HOLLYWOOD
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
FROM $674,990 

1717 NORTH GRAMERCY PLACE
LOS ANGELES, CA 90028

323-464-1093 

Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice.
See New Home Counselor for complete details. BRE license No. 01503061
©2015 This is an advertisement for Beazer Homes.

GET MORE IN A NEW HOME  |  BEAZER.COM

PANORAMIC
VIEWS

WALKING DISTANCE 
TO HOLLYWOOD’S 
BEST ATTRACTIONS

CONVENIENT 
SHOPPING

NEARBY

In the heart of Hollywood with a pulse 

on contemporary style, Gramercy is close 

to it all. Only a few steps away from 

community dining and entertainment,  

you also have the perfect place to host 

guests on your 4th floor roof deck  

or second floor balcony. 

[SENIOR MOMENTS]

City Council Elections: If I Had the 
Candidates’ Ears
By Stephanie Vendig, Ledger Columnist

Soon, Los 
Angeles voters will be casting 
ballots for a total of 57 candi-
dates Los Angeles city coun-
cil members, the Los Angeles 
Unified School District Board 
of Education and two Com-
munity College Board. 

The largest candidate pool 
for the March 3rd ballot is for 
Los Angeles City Council Dis-
trict 4. Fourteen candidates 
are vying to replace Council-
member Tom LaBonge who 
has served since 2001. Due to 
term limits, LaBonge is unable 
to run again. 

Because there is no in-
cumbent, the seat is competi-
tive, and therefore, this is an 
opportunity for candidates to 
engage more voters as they try 
to differentiate themselves.  

CD4 comprises a large 

area with a variety of neigh-
borhoods housing more than 
280,000 people. The dis-
trict—which was enlarged 
and redrawn during the city’s 
recent redistricting process—
will provide many challenges 
for the winning candidate. 

While there are many 
candidate forums, debates and 
caucuses planned for voters to 
get their own read on the can-
didates, as someone who has 
been around now for a while, 
my questions of the candidates 
might be different than most.

I’d like to hear candidate 
responses on their disaster re-
sponse plans and if they take 
into consideration those who 
are most vulnerable, such as 
older persons? Or, how would 
each candidate, if elected, fa-
cilitate the construction of af-

fordable housing and services 
for the older population need-
ing assistance and shelter? 

Many older folks no lon-
ger drive and need to become 
more pedestrian and public 
transit friendly. I wonder how 
each candidate will work to-
ward creating a more livable 
and walkable city? Can there 
be an expansion of DASH and 
City Ride? Can every devel-
opment project include pe-
destrian ease of access? Will 
the revitalization of the Los 
Angeles River include lanes 
or walkways for pedestrians 
without having to share them 
with bicycles that, for seniors 
and children, can be just as 
threatening as speeding cars? 
Will sidewalk maintenance be 
a priority for the new council-
member so an aging person 
does not have to worry about 
tripping over buckling side-
walks?

Finally, the older popula-
tion is growing fast all across 
America and Los Angeles is no 
different. The idea of “aging in 
place” means those getting up 
in years can stay in their neigh-

borhoods throughout their lives 
if they wish. But to do so, there 
must be resources easily avail-
able. How would the candidates 
facilitate this? 

I hope to get some answers 

to these questions at any num-
ber of candidate related events 
in the district this month. 

For a detailed list visit 
larchmontledgerla.com

While there are many candidate forums, 
debates and caucuses planned for voters to 

get their own read on the candidates, as 
someone who has been around now for a while, 

my questions of the candidates might be 
different than most.
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PRICING STARTING AT $629,900

Contemporary Tri Level Townhomes   |   2 to 4 bedroom residences 
Inspiring rooftop terraces   |   1,243 to 1,990 square feet

Now open daily from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Visit us on Facebook
Learn more at 
Silverlakeliving.com

Disclaimer: Pricing, plans and specifications subject to change without notice. Artist’s renderings based on proposed development plans, whcih are subject to change without notice. Models are not an indication of racial preference. Exclusively represented 
by TAAG Realty, Inc. BRE Lic #01914450. This is not an offer to sell, but is intended for information only. Though the information is believed to be correct, it is presented subject to errors, omissions, changes or withdrawal without notice. The computation 
of square footage will vary based upon the criteria used. The developer reserves the right to make modifications in materials, specifications, floor plans, designs, pricing, scheduling and delivery of homes without prior notice. 1/15

Here’s a list of the top reasons 

to purchase at Latitudes with 

modern, cutting edge home 

designs, resort-style amenities 

and all the authenticity and 

walkability of Silver Lake:

• Amazing views from 

inspiring rooftop terraces

• Gated community with 

resort-style pool and spa

• Wonderful designer finishes 

included at no extra cost

• Children Attend the 

Highly Acclaimed Ivanhoe 

Elementary

• Your favorite shops and 

meeting places within a 5 

minute walk

• Easy commute to downtown 

LA and other major 

employment areas

For Sales Contact 
Colleen Lakshin 
BRE: 01835648 
Cell: 951-333-7250 
Email: colleen@silverlakeliving.com

For Lending Contact 
Mark Angotta 
Cell: 619-884-7878 
eFax: 866-609-5248 
Email: mark.angotta@wellsfargo.com

FHA/VA Financing Available

of tickets issued is wildly dis-
proportionate. 

Laura Kahn, 24, works at 
Landis’ Labyrinth Toy Shop in 
Larchmont Village while earn-
ing her degree in psychology. 
She says she’s received two or 
three tickets in and around 
Larchmont in the past year.

“It ruins my day,” Kahn 
said. “That’s a whole day’s pay-
check gone.”

In an effort to help resi-
dents stay a step ahead of the 
weekly city street sweeper, a 
city website lists routes where 
parking enforcement has eased 
up because the street sweeper 
has already been by. But many 
residents along these routes 
end up with tickets anyway. 

According to Los Angeles 
Dept. of Public Works spokes-
man Richard Lee, the city is 
working on ways to get the 
word out better to residents 
so they can avoid the parking 
ticket pitfall. 

Many city officials have 
pointed to GPS as a possible 
solution, noting that residents 
could track street sweeping 
trucks in real-time and move 
their respective cars accord-
ingly. This could also possibly 
eliminate the need for the city 
to designate multiple hours of 
no parking when sweep trucks 

actually spend no more than 
a few minutes on any given 
street.

Parking fines only make 
up 3% of Los Angeles city cof-
fers. City officials said they 
know frequent residential 
parking tickets is a quality of 

life issue and a headache. 
A lack of available parking 

is a concern, too.
“It’s especially frustrating 

[that there are] different park-
ing requirements for apart-
ment versus condos when both 
have fundamentally identical 

parking needs,” said Charles 
D’Atri, president of the Larch-
mont Village Neighborhood 
Association.

“As a high-density resi-
dential area with many older 
buildings, which never had 
parking commensurate with 
modern use, we are always 
challenged in terms of park-
ing,” he said.

And no one feels that 
more than working class resi-
dents who can’t afford tickets 
in the first place.

“If I knew the money was 
going toward something that 
helps the city, I wouldn’t feel 
as bad,” Kahn, the Landis’ toy 
store employee said. “But you 
wonder, ‘Who am I even giv-
ing this to?’”

TICKETS from page 1

Los Angeles’ often confusing parking signs sometimes take a full analysis before 
a driver can decide if parking there is OK.



Larchmont Ledger

Page 16 www.larchmontledgerla.com February 2015

[OuR BREAD AND BuTTER] 

Core Group LA
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Columnist

LARCHMONT VILLAGE—Pete 
Buonocore, of Core Group 
LA, is passionate on the sub-
ject of developers tearing down 
homes around Larchmont. 

“I’m more of a purist,” he 
said, “and would like to main-
tain the authenticity of these 
neighborhoods. The majority 
of the people in Larchmont 
are on the same page as me.” 

It’s easy to see why Bu-
onocore wants to preserve the 
character of Larchmont Vil-
lage where he has lived for 18 
years. He sees his day-to-day 
life as a triangle, with his Keller 
Williams office at one point 
and the other two at Wilshire 
Country Club—where he says 
he has a nine handicap—and 
on Irving Boulevard where he 
calls home. 

Within his geometric 
map, Buonocore has found a 
peaceful life, where passersby, 
he says, often wave and call 
out his name. 

Originally from Oxford, a 
tiny town in Connecticut, Bu-
onocore appreciates tight com-
munity bonds, but his path 
to Larchmont wasn’t always 
Mayberry, RFD. 

Buonocore’s early career 
in the corporate retail world 
bounced him around from 
New York City, to Chicago 
and Philadelphia, and then 
back to New York’s Columbia 
Business School for his MBA.

“I was a corporate guy 
climbing the ladder,” he said, 
“but something was missing.” 

Back then, on weekends, 
he was a professional “real es-
tate looker” going from one 
real estate open house to an-
other. His read of choice was 
Architectural Digest.

An executive finance posi-
tion with Guess Jeans brought 

Buonocore to Los Angeles, 
where he continued his dual 
existence: corporate climbing 
Monday through Friday and 
real estate hobbyist on week-
ends. Out of curiosity, he took 
a real estate class. And he’s 
never looked back.

Buonocore’s experience in 
marketing, finance and con-
tractual negotiations syner-
gized perfectly, he discovered, 
with real estate transactions. 
But his success, he said, is all 
about customer service.

He’s backed by long-time 
assistant, Tricia Garalde, a ‘so-
cial media and marketing guy,’ 
and real estate professionals to 
ensure his clients’ a smooth 
and successful transaction.

A lot has changed in the 
14 years since Buonocore sold 
Sally Brooks her current home. 

But last summer, when 
she was back on the market 
for a new home, she and her 
fiancé didn’t hesitate to call 
Buonocore. 

“We looked at 30 to 40 
houses in Larchmont, Han-
cock Park and Los Feliz and 
Pete was well-versed in all 
the areas,” she said. “When 
the right property came up in 
Los Feliz, Pete got us in im-
mediately before the first open 
house.” 

Brooks said working with 
Buonocore gave the couple 
advantages in a competitive 
market. 

And, thanks to Buono-
core, they got the house.

But his clients aren’t the 
only ones happy. 

“I get up every morning 
thankful for what I do,” Bu-
onocore said.

For more information: 
coregroupla.com
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[RESTAuRANT REVIEW]

Mamma Keeps the Pasta Tradition Alive
By Pat Saperstein, Ledger Restaurant Critic

MELROSE AVENuE—At Os-
teria Mamma, there is an ac-
tual mamma in the kitchen—
owner Filippo Cortivo’s mom 
Loredana who started her ca-
reer making her famous pasta 
a few blocks east at Osteria La 
Buca. 

When La Buca opened 
around 10 years ago, it was a 
tiny storefront with a BYOB 
policy and killer homemade 
pasta. The pizzas weren’t bad 
either. 

Eventually, La Buca ex-
panded and remodeled and, 
five years ago, the Cortivos 
split with the site and moved 
down Melrose, fixing up a 
space that was once a popular 
discount fish restaurant.

Osteria Mamma has set-
tled into a comfy neighbor-
hood groove, not quite the in-
timate discovery La Buca was 
in its early days, but a staple 
for well-crafted dishes with a 
focus on the Veneto region. 

Mamma was an actress 
back in the old country and 
black and white enlargements 
of her belissima family photos 
provide much of the decor 
in the simply furnished two-
room space. The best tables are 
the in the back room, which 
offer a bit more privacy. 

Specialties include three 
kinds of bigoli pasta, polenta 
and carpaccio. Grilled octopus 
is the standout of the appetiz-
ers or try burrata with grilled 
eggplant or Frittura mista 
with fried calamari, shrimp 
and zucchini. 

Bigoli are long, fat 
tubes—like hollow spaghet-
ti—and they come in inky 
black, topped with shrimp 
and tomatoes in a spicy ama-
triciana sauce or with ancho-
vies. Mamma’s homemade 
pasta has a supple texture 
with just a bit of bite  and it 
shines in dishes like wide pap-
pardelle noodles bathed in a 
creamy, rose-colored tomato 
sauce with an intense smoki-
ness from scamorza cheese and 
guanciale (cured pork jowl). 

Linguine alla carbonara 
doesn’t work quite as well as 
it might with a dried pasta, 
but in most dishes, the restau-
rant’s homemade quality shines 
through. With more than 20 
varieties on the menu, pasta 
($14 to $20) is the centerpiece 
of the menu. 

Splitting a pizza between 
a few people makes a good 
first course and though the 
crust isn’t as flavorful as some 
of the newer Neapolitan pizza 
specialists, the ever-so Italian 
toppings compensate. Take 
one bite of the anchovy, caper 
and olive pie, and you feel like 
you’re in a seaside restaurant 
on the Mediterranean. 

For something entirely 
different, try the Ciccio with 

sausage and french fries, which 
is how Italians eat pizza some-
times. Pizzas run $14 to $17.

Though many patrons 
never manage to get past the 
pasta and pizzas, specials like 
braised veal (with meaty ten-
der chunks over mashed po-
tatoes) or grilled scampi with 
polenta, provide a nice change.

Tricolore salad—with 
pleasantly bitter radicchio and 
endive, showered in parme-
san—also helps lighten up the 
meal. 

The wine list is quite ex-
tensive and is divided into 
all the regions of Italy with a 
number of bottles under $50. 

At lunch, paninis and 
frittatas are popular with 
nearby studio executives. 
The dessert menu is also 
more diversifed than many 
Italian spots, with the likes 
of ricotta tart joining the in-

evitable homemade tiramisu.
Osteria Mamma isn’t the 

trendiest place near the village 
or in town, but its loyal core of 
Hancock Park, Larchmont and 
Hollywood Hills regulars don’t 
seem to mind. They’re perfect-
ly happy with their custom-
ary order of octopus, a glass of 
Montepulciano and a plate of 

delicate, slightly chewy, pasta 
made by Mamma.

Restaurant quality and ex-
perience are noted by forks. One 
means don’t bother, while four 
indicates get a reservation now. 

Osteria Mamma, 
5732 Melrose Ave., 
(323) 284-7060

[STARGAzING]

Starry, Starry Nights for February
By Anthony Cook, Griffith Observatory

The planet 
Venus is the 
brightest as-
t r o n o m i c a l 
object after 
the Sun and 
Moon. In 

February, it shines brightly 
above the west-southwest 
horizon after sunset. Venus, 
Mars and the slender cres-
cent moon huddle close to-
gether on the 20th.

The planet Jupiter moves 
from Leo the Lion to Can-
cer the Crab on the 4th. On 
the night of the 6th it is at 
what’s called “opposition”–
the point opposite the sun 
in the sky from our point of 
view. It rises at sunset and 
reaches its highest point—72 
degrees above the southern 
horizon—at midnight and 
sets at sunrise. 

Binoculars, if held steadi-
ly, are powerful enough to 
reveal Jupiter’s four largest 

moons, the Galilean satellites, 
discovered by Galileo in 1610. 
A telescope is needed to see 
the striped cloud belts and gi-
ant oval storms that cover the 
planet. The full moon, this 
month called the Full Snow 
Moon, poses next to Jupiter 
on the 3rd.

Golden planet Saturn, 
with its beautiful ring sys-
tem, is in Scorpius the Scor-
pion, and is low in the south-
ern sky at dawn, above the 
orange star Antares of Scor-
pius the Scorpion.

The innermost planet, 
Mercury, is most visible about 
30 minutes before sunrise, 
between 5 and 10 degrees 
above the east-southeast hori-
zon. When gauging this kind 
of distance looking into the 
night sky, calculate 10 degrees 
like this: it’s the distance equal 
to the height of your clenched 
fist when viewed from arm’s 
length. 

[A DOG’S LIFE]

Kickstarter: Dog Café?
By Jennifer Clark, Ledger Columnist

On the heels 
of the popu-
lar pop up 

CatFe in Chinatown this sum-
mer, Sarah Wolfgang has her 
sights set on opening Los An-
geles’s first dog cafe that will 
reinvent, she says, “the way we 
connect with homeless dogs.” 

Wolfgang, 21, said the 
idea was inspired by the many 
dog cafes she saw while grow-
ing up in Korea along with her 
passion for saving dogs fac-
ing euthanization.  At 14, she 
volunteered to find 120 dogs 

homes that would not have 
been saved otherwise.

Relocating to Los Ange-
les she realized there are more 
homeless dogs than adoptions 
so she came up with a concept 
allowing potential dog adopt-
ers to interact with dogs in 
need of a home in a more so-
cial environment. 

No cafe is complete with 
out coffee and Wolfgang has 
partnered with Grounds & 
Hounds Coffee Co., which 
serves fair trade organic, 100% 
Arabica beans. They also do-

nate 20% of all Southern 
California proceeds to local 
animal rescue organizations.

Wolfgang said she hopes 
the Dog Cafe is able to find 
homes for at least 100 dogs 
within the first year and she’s 
set up a fundraising campaign 
on Indigogo.com to raise 
the needed $200,000 to get 
started. To date, she has raised 
about $5,000.

 
To read more about the Dog 
Cafe or to donate, visit indi-
go.com/projects/the-dog-cafe. 

Osteria Mamma has settled into a comfy 
neighborhood groove, not quite the intimate 

discovery La Buca was in its early days, 
but a staple for well-crafted dishes with a 

focus on the Veneto region. 
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Some Locals Going underground
By Bruce Haring, Ledger Real Estate Reporter

While Los Angeles has 
restrictions on adding square 
footage to a home above-
ground, the so-called “anti-
mansionization” rules, you can 
add as much underground—as 
in basement—as your house’s 
footprint will allow.

That’s caused several area 
residents to literally jack up 
their homes and start adding 
that Southern California rari-
ty—a fully finished basement. 

William Hefner of Studio 
William Hefner is a Wilshire 
Boulevard-based architect 
who has worked on several 
basement add-ons in the 
Larchmont area. 

“People want more space 
and a more modern lifestyle,” 
he said. Theater, entertain-
ment and game rooms for the 
kids are popular as well as 
wine cellars and home gyms 
“and it doesn’t count toward 
the square footage of mansion-
ization,” he said. “It’s a great 
way to stand out without tak-
ing a toll on the character or 
density of the building.”

Adding a new basement is 
not an inexpensive undertak-
ing. Adding sub-ground space 

starts at about $250,000, He-
fner estimates, and can esca-
late, he said, depending on 
how big and what level of fin-
ish desired. 

“If you put in a fancy the-
atre,” below ground, Hefner 
said, “you could spend a cou-
ple hundred thousand on the 
sound system” alone.

Adding a basement to an 
existing home requires lifting 
the house on steel beams and 
then stabilizing it. Contractors 
then crank the house up for ex-
cavation and construction work. 

Although volatile methane 
gas can be an issue in the flat-
lands of Los Angeles, there are 
vapor barriers that can block it. 

“It’s not insurmountable,” 
as an issue, Hefner said. 

Hefner also pointed out 
that many older homes often 
need plumbing and electrical 
upgrades. Disconnecting the 
old apparatus and installing 
new pipes and wires can be 
accomplished while the base-
ment is being installed. 

“That’s part of why it’s 
practical,” he said. “Land is 
becoming more and more 
valuable.”

Cherif Kouachi, were that of 
devastation, fear and a return 
to feelings of persecution, long 
after the Holocaust. 

At a long planned lecture 
at Wilshire Boulevard Temple, 
Deborah E. Lipstadt, a profes-
sor from Emory College in At-
lanta, GA, reworked her pre-
pared speech at the last minute 
to incorporate commentary on 
the attacks.

Addressing a crowd of 
more than 60 that had gath-
ered for a lecture on the rise 
of anti-Semitism in Europe, 
Lipstadt—who teaches Mod-
ern Jewish History and Holo-
caust Studies—regrouped and 
spoke instead of the recent ter-
rorism, the newest reminder of 
the Jewish experience of anti-
Semitism in the 21st century. 

“[Amedy Coulibaly’s] 
purpose was to kill Jews. Sud-
denly everything I had written 
[for the lecture] was obsolete 
and irrelevant, and at the same 
time even more relevant,” she 
said.

For Lipstadt, everything 
has now changed again. 

She described the attack 
on Charlie Hebdo as “horri-
fying to anybody who values 
freedom of speech and a lib-
eral, democratic society.” But 
she said what occurred two 
days later at the kosher mar-
ket in eastern Paris’s Porte de 
Vincennes neighborhood, hit 
much closer to home. 

Many Jewish American 
tourists, she said, visit that 

neighborhood 
to buy kosher 
souvenirs to 
bring home.. 

She was 
quick to re-
mind the 
crowd, the 
a t t a c k s — a l 
Qaeda in the 
Arabian Pen-
insula has 
claimed re-
sponsibility—were carried out 
by Islamic extremists. A great 
majority of Muslims, she said, 
do not share their extremist 
viewpoint. 

Since the 9/11 attacks in 
New York and Washington 
D.C. some local synagogues 
have increased security during 
Jewish holidays like Yom Kip-
pur and Rosh Hashanah. 

Although officials would 
not confirm, anecdotally, it 
does appears that security has 
again been beefed up since the 
Paris attacks. 

“I would be shocked if the 
[Wilshire Boulevard] syna-
gogue wasn’t in touch with 
the police and the Mayor’s 
office,” said Barnet Kellman, 
who lives in Windsor Square 
as has attended services at 
Wilshire Boulevard Temple 
for 25 years. 

9/11 was a catalyst for the 
Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment’s creation of local criti-
cal sites to continually moni-
tor and patrol, according to 
spokesperson Jack Richter. 
Those locations, he said, range 

from city facilities to syna-
gouges and mosques. 

According to Richter, af-
ter the attacks in France, local 
synagogues didn’t ask for extra 
security patrols.

“Sometimes a synagogue 
or mosque will call and ask for 
extra, visual patrol,” Richter 
said. “We do [extra] patrols 
anyway. We’ve never let up in 
all of the years since 9/11.”

According to Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office, 
city officials reached out to 
Jewish groups and leaders after 
the attack to discuss concerns.

That’s typical after any at-
tack or significant event, the 
spokesperson  said.

Officials from Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple declined to 
be interviewed for this story.

For Aviva Covtiz, an-
other long-time congregant at 
Wilshire Boulevard Temple, 

she said she feels as safe in Los 
Angeles as one can, given the 
unpredictability of life itself. 

“It’s like you asking me 
‘Can an earthquake happen?’ 
Yes it can,” she said. 

Covtiz and others said 
the threat is less about religion 
or an ideology, but, instead, 
about an evil, criminal ele-
ment in the human psyche.

“It’s not about Jews, Mus-
lims, Hindus,” said Covitz, 
who lives in Westwood. “It’s 
about people. People harming 
people.” 

While many said they feel 
safe, some said they felt the 
United States government is 
not doing enough.

“The government is too 
concerned with political cor-
rectness,” said Hancock Park 

resident, Benny, as he walked 
along McCadden Avenue after 
attending recent Saturday ser-
vices. Benny, who was wearing 
a dark suit and a yarmulke, 
declined to give his last name. 

Officials should be “doing 
the right thing,” he said, fight-
ing terrorism on all fronts and 
following all leads, whether 
those threats come from those 
that are Muslim, Jewish or 
Christian. “It’s a national se-
curity issue,” he said. “It’s the 
government’s job.” 

A few minutes later, two 
men walked up and joined in 
the conversation.

“Sure, I feel safe,” said 
one, who only identified him-
self as Hilly. “But in the long 
run, you don’t know what’s 
going to happen.” 

REACTION from page 1

Blood Donors Needed in February
In honor of Black His-

tory Month eligible donors are 
encouraged to give blood in 
February to ensure a sufficient 
blood supply.

With seasonal flu and in-
clement winter weather pre-
venting many regular donors 
from giving, the Red Cross 
urges healthy, eligible donors 
to make an appointment to 
donate blood in the coming 
days and weeks. 

All blood types are cur-
rently needed to help main-
tain a diverse and sufficient 
blood supply, especially types 
O negative, A negative and B 
negative.

To learn more about do-
nating blood and to schedule 
an appointment, download 
the Red Cross Blood Donor 
App, visit redcrossblood.org 
or call (800) RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767).

Three Jewish men seem happy enough on a recent Saturday 
walking to services along Highland Avenue. But many say 
the recent terrorist attacks have reignited a feeling of per-
secution. Photo: Tanika Roy.
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COMPLIMENTARY HAIRCUT 
with a Color Service*

309 North Martel Avenue 
Los Angeles, 90036
(323) 936-3600

*New clients only. Offer valid with Desiree and Sara only.

Book an appointment on our Facebook page
facebook.com/salonthree

[LAYFAYETTE SquARE]

In The Square, I Found a Circle of Friends
By Laura Collins, Ledger Columnist

In January 
1992, most 
of my neigh-

bors on Wellington Road in 
LaFayette Square had almost-
grown children, were busy 
with their careers, or were 
enjoying the fruits of retire-
ment. In July of that year, 
word got around the “Square” 
that a couple my age—with a 
baby no less—was moving in 
down the street. So eager was 
I to meet our new neighbors 
that they found me standing 
in their driveway the day they 
moved in. 

Wren T. Brown still laughs 
when he recalls my Gladys 
Kravitz-like eagerness to meet 
him. As it would turn out, his 
wife, Anne Haley-Brown and 
I became fast friends and our 
children (we both ended up with 
three) would grow so close they 
consider themselves cousins. 

Anne is a direct descen-
dant of Kunte Kinte, the slave 
made famous in the novel 
“Roots,” written by her uncle, 
Pulitzer Prize winner Alex 
Haley. 

But he was not the only 
superstar in the family. Anne’s 
father, George Haley, attended 
Morehouse College with Mar-
tin Luther King. He went on 
to the University of Arkan-
sas where he was the second 
African-American to receive a 
law degree from the esteemed 
school. Haley also worked with 
Thurgood Marshall on the 
landmark Brown v. Board of 
Education case challenging the 
separate but equal ruling of the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 

In 1969, the Haley fam-
ily moved to Washington 

D.C., where Haley served un-
der presidents Nixon, Ford, 
Carter, Reagan, George H.W. 
Bush, Clinton and George W. 
Bush. In 2001, Clinton ap-
pointed Haley U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Gambia, the birthplace 
of his great-great-great-great-
grandfather, Kunte Kinte.

Anne attended the presti-
gious Sidwell Friends’ School, 
the current choice of school for 
the Obama daughters. From 
there, she received her under-
graduate degree from Brown 
University. Deciding to follow 
her father into law, she received 
her juris doctorate degree from 
Stanford University, which 
brought her to California. 

Since then, she has worked 
in both entertainment law and 
at the law offices of Johnnie 
Cochran. 

She and husband, Wren, 
who has enjoyed roles in both 
television and film, and now 
runs the award-winning Eb-
ony Repertory Theater, then 
started their family. 

After her youngest start-
ed school, she was tapped by 
then Los Angeles City Attor-
ney Rocky Delgadillo, and re-
turned to law as a special assis-

tant city attorney for the city. 
She is in charge of the hiring 
and oversight of outside legal 
firms and minding the city’s 
ethics. When she’s not mind-
ing their Ps and Qs, she’s sing-
ing, with great exuberance, 
in the choir of the First AME 
Church. 

Anne learned her im-
peccable social skills from 
her mother Doris, a refined 
and witty D.C. socialite. She 
would always throw the most 
remarkable, highly-detailed 
themed birthday parties for 
her children that put the rest 
of us to shame. 

Anne became like a sister 
to me as we pulled our kids in 
wagons up and down Welling-
ton, lolling in the backyard 
while the kids were in their 
paddling pool, and talking 
about philosophy, arts, fashion 
and children. I miss those days 
and am grateful for the price-
less times we spent while our 
children were young. 

Living in a big city, spread 
out like Los Angeles, one 
might worry whether you 
can make friends… but in 
the Square, I not only made 
friends, I made family.

[MOTHER OF INVENTION]

10 Reasons to Love the Library and 
10 Things to Check Out Now
By Rita Mauceri, Ledger Columnist

I’ve always loved librar-
ies. As a child, I spent hours 
sequestered at my local branch 
looking up books (via card 
catalog), researching school 
projects (via microfiche) and 
carefully curating stacks of 
goodies to check out and take 
home.

Times have changed and 
today’s libraries are modern-
ized and teched-out in ways I 
never would have imagined. I 
still love them, but as a mother 
I find myself rediscovering—
and appreciating—libraries in 
a whole new way.

My elementary aged kids 
and I visit our local branch at 
least twice a week. We spend 
hours there without even real-
izing it, drifting along aisles of 
novels and getting lost in the 
pages of almanacs and atlases.

Libraries are an incredible 
resource but, more than that, 
they’re fun, imaginative places 
for both adults and children 
to hang out—unlike play-
grounds, which I find boring, 
sacrilegious, I know.

I take my laptop. My three 

3rd graders take their home-
work. It’s relaxing, contained, 
creative. The perfect family 
outing. And, it’s free.

The free part is key. No 
see LIBRARY page 22

[OxFORD SquARE]

Mayberry With A Buzz
By Murray Cohen, Ledger Columnist

When Bob moved in next 
door a couple of years ago, he 
described our little neighbor-
hood as “Mayberry with po-
lice helicopters.” Not exactly 
appropriate for a real estate 
brochure. It does have a small 
town feel with beautiful old 
houses and people who are 
friendly and concerned. And 
sometimes a helicopter does 
seem to be tethered over Cren-
shaw Boulevard.

When Emil Furth, the 
original land developer, en-
visioned Oxford Square in 
1908, he  named our two 
streets Victoria and Windsor 
after English royalty and ran 
ads in the Los Angeles Times 
touting   “a Fashionable and 
Exclusive Locality.” I don’t 
think a police presence was 
part of the picture. 

Several months ago Chris 
Elwell, our de facto leader, 
emailed us about a citywide 
rash of burglaries. We all 
battened down the hatches 

and e-shared alarm company 
information and suspicious 
character sightings.

When three guys tried 
to burglarize one neighbor’s 
1913 bungalow, the alarm 
was triggered and the sus-
pects made a casual retreat 
but they didn’t expect their 
faces would become a viral 
wanted poster after a surveil-
lance camera captured their 
shenanigans. 

Days later, the Los Ange-
les Police arrested the thieves 
in WeHo and the video foot-
age was used as evidence.

Break-ins continued so 
police set up surveillance. 
Last week, as a result, we had 
a high-speed chase, some ar-
rests, recovery of a bunch of 
stolen property and the home 
of this newspaper publisher’s 
house was targeted for bur-
glary.

It’s been a busy time in 
Oxford Square and I’m proud 
of our little Mayberry. 
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[THEATER REVIEW]

Lend Me A Tenor–A Laugh-Filled Farce 
By Marilyn Tower Oliver, Ledger Theatre Critic

Today’s news is often very 
grim, so if you looking for an 
antidote, an old fashioned ro-
mantic comedy might just be 
the ticket. 

Lend Me a Tenor, now on 
stage at the Glendale Center 
Theater, is full of silly gags, 
double entendre, sexy women 
and slapstick, guaranteed to 
make even the most curmud-
geonly of us laugh.   

The comedy first ap-
peared on London’s West 
End and on Broadway where 
it garnered nine Tony nomi-
nations and won for best ac-
tor and director.

Set in Cleveland in the 
mid-1930s, the action takes 
place in a two-room hotel 
suite. The set provides the au-
dience the ability to see what’s 
happening in both rooms si-

multaneously.
As the play begins, Max, 

who works for the Cleveland 
Grand Opera Company, and 
his bosses’ star struck daugh-
ter, Maggie, await the arrival 
of the world famous tenor, 
Tito Morelli. 

Tito is scheduled to sing the 
lead in Verdi’s opera “Othello” 
that evening. Max has been as-
signed getting the singer to the 
performance on time.  

Maggie, who is Max’s 
sometime girl friend, has a 
crush on the opera singer who 
soon arrives with his hot-tem-
pered wife Maria. 

When Maria discovers 
Maggie hiding in a closet in 
hopes of getting her husband’s 
autograph, she becomes furious 
and writes her husband a letter 
ending their relationship.  

When Tito discovers his 
wife has left him, he becomes 
very upset. Hoping to calm 
him, Max gives him a tran-
quilizer not knowing the sing-
er has already taken some.

Tito soon passes out and 
cannot be roused. Max fears 
he has died, but the show must 
go on. Donning one of the 
Tito’s costumes and wig, Max, 
who happens to be an aspiring 

singer, takes the singer’s place 
as the lead.  

Complications arise when 
Tito awakens, puts on a sec-
ond costume and wig and tries 
to get into the theater. The re-
sult: mistaken identities and 
scandalous antics filled with 
mildly naughty banter.

This is a drama that re-
quires great timing and quick 
repartee and, in general, the 
cast, directed by James Castle 
Stevens, doesn’t disappoint.   

Although there is quite 
a bit of overacting, standout 

performances are given by Mi-
chael Perl as the ever-patient 
Max and John McCool Bow-
ers as Tito.     

The humor is very broad 
and just on the edge of risqué, 
which makes it a play suitable 
for all ages.

“Lend Me a Tenor,” through 
Feb. 7th, Thurs.-Sat., 8 p.m;  
Saturdays, 3 p.m. The Glendale 
Centre Theatre, 324 N. Orange 
St., Glendale.  $28;  Seniors, 62 
and over, $23.  Children under 
16, $18. (818) 244-8481 or 
glendalecentretheatre.com.
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Latinos make up more 
than 50% of the population 
of K-Town, as it is informally 
called, followed by Asians and 
then Anglos, according to the 
latest U.S. Census figures and 
education officials.  

“The interesting dynamic 
of Koreatown [is] most of the 
residents are Latinos, so it’s 
tough to be insular when you 
have this big population,” said 
Edward Johnson, assistant 
chief deputy to Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Herb 
Wesson of Council District 
10, whose district includes 
the area. Added to its heavy 
Latino demographic are also 
African-Americans. 

“It’s one of the more excit-
ing places in the city,” Johnson 
said. 

For Sam Park, 24, who 
grew up in Koreatown but 
now lives in Hollywood, the 
neighborhood was indeed in-
sular growing up, but he said 
it isn’t anymore. 

“Now there’s a lot of 
ethnicities,” Park said, as he 
walked on Normandie Avenue 
recently with a friend. “I live 
and breathe this community.”

Cooke Sunoo recalls mov-
ing into the area more than 40 
years ago at a time when you 
could only find a handful of 

Korean restaurants in all of 
Los Angeles.

He and his family rented an 
apartment in Koreatown, even-
tually moving into a house in 
the area in the early 1980s. Like 
others, he said, they slowly start-
ing seeing changes. 

“To me Koreatown is al-
most like a frame of mind be-
cause… Koreatown is not [re-

ally so] Korean,” now he said. 
Sunoo, 69, is also a founding 
member of the Koreatown 
Youth and Community Cen-
ter on West Sixth Street. 

“Los Angeles is a mixing 
pot of different [ethnicities]. 
We, too, are an evolving mix-
ture of people,” he said.

According to Kyeyoung 
Park, an associate professor 
of anthropology and Asian 
American studies at UCLA, 

the area’s changing face some-
times shocks Koreans visiting 
for the first time who are ex-
pecting a “miniature” version 
of home. 

“When [South Koreans] 
come here, they can be very 
disappointed because it’s not a 
replica,” she said. 

Koreans first started im-
migrating to Los Angeles’ 

Bunker Hill in 1904. In the 
1930s, they started inching 
westward to the area of Jeffer-
son Boulevard between West-
ern and Vermont avenues, 
according to Katherine Kim, 
author of Los Angeles’s Kore-
atown, published in 2011.

But upward mobility was 
stymied for Koreans due to 
Los Angeles’s racially restric-
tive real estate covenants which 
segregated white neighborhoods 

from people of color, Kim said. 
As a result, many Koreans were 
unable to find quality housing 
in Los Angeles’s, the first city 
in the nation to have such cov-
enants, until 1948, when they 
were finally lifted. 

Then, in the aftermath of 
the 1965 Watts riots, Koreans 
started moving north from 
Jefferson toward Olympic 

Boulevard, between Crenshaw 
and Hoover Street which still 
defines the area today. 

What they found then 
was a primarily white and Jew-
ish neighborhood. But because 
the 10 freeway was being de-
veloped nearby, “white flight” 
occurred, opening up real es-
tate and cheaper rents for the 
Koreans, according to Kim. 

Today, other new immi-
grant populations are, like the 

Koreans once did, looking for 
a sliver of Los Angeles to call 
home.

Bangladeshis started mov-
ing into the area in 2008 set-
ting up their own shops along 
3rd Street. 

“Bangladeshi people 
didn’t know about Koreatown 
and our history,” said Jeff Lee, 
director of the Korean Ameri-
can Federation of Los Angeles. 
“Now they fully understand it 
and… we fully support that 
they [have made] their own 
corridor.” 

Geographically Kore-
atown has a lot going for 
it. Namely, it’s strategically 
placed in central Los Ange-
les equally distanced between 
downtown and the Westside. 
As such, the neighborhood has 
been a magnet for new devel-
opment, nightlife and restau-
rants for Koreans and non-Ko-
reans alike, according to Scott 
Suh, President of the Wilshire 
Center Koreatown Neighbor-
hood Council.

Koreatown is the future of 
ethnic neighborhoods in Los 
Angeles, he said. 

“We have Mongolians, 
Bangladeshis, Latinos. We 
have whites and African 
Americans. I see a lot of differ-
ent ethnicities here,” Suh said, 
“and it’s beautiful.”

KOREATOWN from page 1

According to Kyeyoung Park, an associate professor of 

anthropology and Asian American studies at uCLA, Koreatown’s 

changing face sometimes shocks Koreans visiting for the first 

time who are expecting a “miniature” version of home. 

“When [South Koreans] come here, they can be very 

disappointed because it’s not a replica,” she said. 
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[EDITORIAL]

The Best Choice for the Greek: Nederlander/AEG
By Luke H. Klipp, Los Feliz Neighborhood Council

Don’t believe the hype 
about how complicated the 
city’s decision is for who will 
run the Greek Theatre for the 
next 10 to 20 years. It’s actual-
ly pretty simple. The only con-
fusing thing is why the city is 
prepared to award the contract 
to the vendor that guarantees 
much less rent and whose pro-
posal includes some dubious 
conditions.

If Live Nation is chosen 
to operate the Greek, Los An-
geles will lose out on at least 
$17.5 million over the next 
20 years. Think about that 
for a moment: The only mon-
ey that the city will ever get 
from this contract—money 
for our parks and recreation 
programs—will be at least 

$875,000 less every single year 
over the next twenty years, 
simply by selecting Live Na-
tion over Nederlander/AEG. 
$875,000 is no small chunk 
of change, equaling about 
2% that Recreation and Parks 
collects every year outside of 
city general fund dollars.

Additionally, the city’s 
hired consulting firm’s scoring 
of the two proposals weighted 
improvements to the Greek 
four times what it weighted 
guaranteed rent. 

While Live Nation has 
promised to spend double on 
venue improvements com-
pared to Nederlander/AEG, 
much of that is contingent 
on the city awarding the full 
20 years of the contract. If, 

after 10 years, we are dis-
satisfied with Live Nation 
and end the contract, we will 
lose $15 million of Live Na-
tion’s $40 million in prom-
ised improvements. What’s 
more, Live Nation pads their 
bottom-line dollar amount 
with contingencies and oper-
ational expenses, and as a re-
sult, the city has given them 
a much higher score. 

Finally, Live Nation’s pro-
posal includes a provision that 
it can take money out of its 
guaranteed rent minimum—
the only money the city will 
ever get from this contract—
if anything goes wrong with 
their venue improvements. 
This is a provision that the city 
explicitly barred in its request 

for proposals but now appears 
ready to accept.

Live Nation would 
charge 10% more for its 
tickets than would Neder-
lander/AEG and it would 
give the city a smaller share 
of its revenues. While Live 
Nation is entitled to make a 
healthy profit for operating 
the Greek, the city is now 
prepared to give control of 
this significant resource over 
to a vendor who has outright 
promised to give less of its 
profits to us, all while we 
continue to see cuts in what 
few parks and recreation pro-
grams remain.

Over 30,000 people 
signed a petition asking the 
city to back Nederlander/
AEG because we’ve seen how 
they have worked with the 
community. They are in this 
to provide a quality product, 
not just to make a hefty prof-
it, and they have a proposal 
that is worthy of this incredi-
ble venue. That is why the Los 
Feliz Neighborhood Council 
has voted unanimously to 
support Nederlander/AEG 
and that is why I ask you to 
write our local city council-
members, Mitch O’Farrell 
and Tom LaBonge urging 
them to do the same.

matter how good prices are 
on Amazon, the library beats 
them, hands down. And I love 
that I can indulge my kids’ 
desire for new books without 
going broke.

Of course, there are plenty 
of other reasons to love the li-
brary. Here are my personal 
top ten.

Cards Are Cool. For chil-
dren, getting a library card is 
almost as exciting as getting 
a credit card. They love hav-
ing their own personal piece 
of plastic enabling them to 
check out books on their own. 
Plus, keeping track of items 
and due dates teaches them re-
sponsibility, theoretically. We 
still scramble to dig borrowed 
books out from under beds 
and car seats.

Movie Magic. Sure, 
there’s Netflix or AppleTV, 
but movie rentals and pur-
chases add up—especially 
when you have a bunch of 
kids like I do and they each 
want to watch something dif-
ferent. The library has tons of 
movies and television series 
available gratis. We love to 
check out documentaries as 
well to add variety to family 
movie night.

Librarians. When you’re 
lucky enough to find a great 
librarian, it’s such a treat. I’ve 
spent tons of time chatting up 
librarians at my local Silver 
Lake branch. They are amaz-
ing. If you want to know about 
an author, locate hard-to-find 
materials, get recommenda-
tions, or encourage your child 
to seek out new material, this 
is the person to talk to.

Real Research. These 
days, children can study any-

thing via the web, but doing 
research at the library gives 
them a better sense of the pro-
cess. It’s more tactile and de-
tailed than a Google search. 
And for kids like my daughter 
who are chronically undecided 
about what animal/state/plant 
they want to feature for their 
next school project, libraries 
offer plenty of inspirational 
visuals.

Office on the Go. Li-
brary WiFi hookups are easy 
(and again, free) so many 
parents use it as a place to 
work. For those who don’t 
have quiet space at home (or 
are trying to avoid a pile of 
laundry), this is a perfect, 
productive place to hibernate 
for a few hours.

Reads for the Road. Be-
fore you head anywhere, load 
up on travel books for your-
self, along with reading mate-
rials to keep the kids occupied 
en route. There’s nothing like 
being trapped in the car with 
bored youngsters!

Time Travel. My kids 
adore history and, like many 
parents, I wish they got more 
of it in school. In the mean-
time, books help fill in the 
gaps and feed your child’s 
interest in everything from 
World War II to Samurai war-
riors, Renaissance artists to 
rock pioneers.

Artistic Endeavors. Be 
sure to explore the wide range 
of art books at your library, es-
pecially those that teach chil-
dren how to draw. My 9-year-
old son loves learning how to 
sketch dragons, helicopters, 
tanks and more, and there 
seems to be a book teaching 
how to illustrate just about ev-
erything.

Books for Cooks. Find 
fresh inspiration and ideas for 
dinner in the cookbook sec-
tion. There’s a whole row filled 
with picks to suit every taste 
and type, so dig in.

Exciting Extras. The Los 
Feliz and Silver Lake branches 
offer a steady stream of com-
munity events and seasonal 
specials from movie nights to 
evenings where kids can read 
aloud to therapy dogs (which 
is pretty priceless).

To see Rita’s current list of 
must-reads and must-sees 
visit losfelizledger.com
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CONTACT
Libby Butler-Gluck at 
libby@larchmontledgerla.com
or (323) 644-5536 for ad rates!

41
MEDIAN AGE

41%
ARE MARRIED

46%
HAVE CHILDREN

55%
COLLEGE EDUCATED 
(OR HIGHER)

02/25/2015
PAPER DELIVERY

02/12/2015
AD RESERVATION DEADLINE

$100K+
HOUSEHOLD INCOME

$800K+
HH NET WORTH

Statistics: Realtor.com
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The Larchmont Ledger will bring the same provocative news

reporting — mixed with local features, school news and featured

columnists — that our current publication, the Los Feliz Ledger, 

has brought to Los Feliz and surrounding neighborhoods since 

2005. Our new Larchmont Ledger will reach over 90,000 

residents and business owners in Larchmont Village, Hancock 

Park, Windsor Square, Windsor Village, Wilshire Historic District, 

Country Club Park, Lafayette Square, Oxford Square, Brookside, 

Mid-Wilshire and Koreatown neighborhoods.

Another big time, small town newspaper

ADVERTISE NOW 
Sign up as a Founding Advertiser 
and receive 50% off advertising 
FOREVER.  Founding Ad Rate Special 

will only be offered for a limited time,

so sign up SOON!50% off

MARCH 2015 EDITION DEADLINES



  

 
 Pete Buonocore 323.762.2561 

pete@coregroupla.com 
www.coregroupla.com 

 

 

www.coregroupla.com 

Keller Williams Larchmont 
118 N. Larchmont Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 

BRE# 01279107 

 

6315 LONGVIEW AVE. HOLLYWOOD HILLS  
$1,800,000. 4 Bed/3 Bath, Views, renovated. 
*Pocket Listing. 

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING NEW LISTING 

IN ESCROW IN ESCROW 

COMING SOON 

FOR LEASE 

COMING SOON 

Providing You With Superior Real Estate Service and Expertise 

166 S. HAYWORTH AVE. #102 THE GROVE  
$650,000. 2 Bed/2 Bath, Sophisticated 
Condo at the heart of LA. 

502 BRONSON AVE. WINDSOR SQUARE 

$1,599,000. 3 Bed/2.5 Bath. Charming and 
romantic country English cottage. 

11856 KLING ST. STUDIO CITY. 
IN ESCROW. 2 Bed/2Bath Gorgeous, lushly 
landscaped 1218 Sqrft. Traditional Gem. 

1641 N. MORTON AVE. ECHO PARK 

$875,000. 2 Bed/2 Bath, Gated, Architectural 
brand new construction. 

724 N. ALPINE DR. BEVERLY HILLS 

$32,500/Mo. 7 Bed/11 Bath + Guest house 
Remodeled, expanded Spanish estate. 

3261 OAKSHIRE DR. HOLLYWOOD HILLS 

$1,100,000. 2 Bed/2.5 Magnificent Spanish. 

Neighborhood Real Estate Statistics 
Houses sold in HANCOCK PARK | LARCHMONT| WINDSOR SQUARE| BROOKSIDE 

& Immediate surrounding areas 
    Year | # units |Avg. SqFt. | Avg. Sale | Per SqFt. |DOM* 

        
2004     343        2,767 $1,146       $414        43 
2005     307        2,635 $1,390       $528        51 
2006      253        2,561 $1,422       $555         56 
2007      242        2,482  $1,420       $572         66 
2008      192        2,701  $1,499       $555         78 
2009      199        2,537  $1,077       $425         93 
2010      228        2,773  $1,211       $437         85 
2011      238        2,681  $1,164       $434         79 
2012 279       2,786  $1,236       $444         83 
2013 293       2,749  $1,447       $526         59 
2014 285       2,895  $1,746       $603         63 

Housing market in this area is up 5.4% on price per sq. ft. basis since  
the height of the market prior to the Great Recession. 

pete@coregroupla.com  |  323.762.2561 

Statistics gathered from the Multiple Listing Service. 

Pete Buonocore Nelson Gallaway Sabine Demain Tricia Garalde 

*After suffering 5 years of falling prices as a result of the great 
recession, the market came roaring back, up 36% on a per square 
foot basis just in the last three years. The market is now at an all-
time high, surpassing the prior run-up by more than 5%.  
.————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
*We are now seeing many homes in the area selling in the $700-
$800 price per square foot range, with trophy properties often 
topping $900 and even $1000 Per square foot. 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
*In 2014, there was a record of 10 homes that sold for more than 
$5,000,000 each. 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————  

*Some Noted Sales: 
345 South Hudson: Historic Rindge Estate Sold for $11,000,000 
455 Lorraine Blvd. Dorothy Chandler Estate. Sold for $9,500,000 
501 South Plymouth Blvd: O’Melveny Estate. Sold for $7,150,000 

2764 HOLLYVIEW CT. HOLLYWOOD HILLS 

$1.750,000. 5 Bed/4 Bath, Unique   
Mediterranean in a gated community.  

(000s) 


